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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS
Wednesday, 10 October, 2018

1. The House met at 11.54 a Ill. Mr Speaker read the Prayers.

., Votes and Proceedings
Mr Speaker announced that he had examined and approved the Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday,
9 October, 2018.

711eVoles ami Proceedings \Vas adopted by unanimous consent.

3. Oaths of Allegiance and Membership
AMcmbcr-clcct, Ilaruna Isah tLokoja/Kogi/Koton Karfe Federal Constituency) took and subscribed
to the Oaths of Allegiance and Membership as prescribed by law.

4. Messages
Mr Speaker read the following messages from the President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria:

(i)

PRESIDENT,
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

18th August, 2018

Righi llonourable Yakubu Dogara
Speaker ofthe House ofRepresentatives,
National Assemblv Complex,
Three Arms Zone,
Ahuja.

Dear III tto«. Y. Dogara,

RESUMI'T/ON OF OH<7CE
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/11compliance w;III Section 145 ofth« 1999 Constitution uts amended), / write 10 intimate the
llous« oj Representatives that / have resumed mvfunctious as the President ofthe Federal Republic
o/.\ignia 11';11ielT('(1from toduv, Satunlav; 18111August: ::!1lI8, IIlier 1/1\ vurutiou .

Please arrrpt, llononruble Speaker. lilt' ussurancrs ofmv lIigJw~[ ronsidrnnion.

Yours Sincerelv.

(Signed)

,U"hallllllall" Buhari

PRESII)E:\"T,
I+DERAL REPUBLIC OF ~IGERIA

27111 August: 2018

RI. lion. Yakubu Dogaru
Speaker ofthe House of Representatives.
iVatiollal Assembl» Complex.
Three Arms Zone,
Abuja.

Dear RI lion. Y. Dogaru,

PRESII)ENTIttI. DECISIO.\" TO I)ECUlVE ,lSSE\"T TO
rtn: :,J)~ANCE FEE FRilL'I) "t.'VI) OTIIER RElATED

OFFENCES (:U1E\"I)!UE.\'1) BIU .. 2017

Pursuant 10 Sectio« 58 (-I) of COII.W;IIII;OIl of the Fcdrru! Repubti« (d' Nigeria. 1999 1m
amended), 1herebv /011\'('\' /IJ the llouse ofRepresenuuives. JU\' derision. Oil 4::!7111August, ::!OIX) 10

decline Presidentiul Assent 10 the Advance Fee Fruud and Other Relalell O//ell£"es (Amendlllen/)
Bill. 2017 recemtv passed bv IIII' National Assemblv.

l am ded;lIillg Prrsidentiol Assent to I";S B;II which would rcduc« tile minimum punishment
lor file offences under th« Advance Fee Frund.tuul OIlier Rrlutrd Offences Ad dill' to the prevalence
or,11t" o[Jl'Iwes, the need to deter the offencrs and the.need to udcquatelv punish (dll'llllen. I am also
concerned that thr amendment Wille Principal Au "are watered down the sentences by giving the
courts 100 much discretion ill respect (d'llle}II;"; III sentence,

Please uccept, Riglu/lollotlrab/t' Speaker, IIII' tlSSItIWI(,('SoIml' lJ;glwsI i om Itit'nll;OIl ,

Yours Sincerelv,

(Signed)

Mllhammadll Buhari
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(iiil

PRESIDEl\"T,
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

271h August. 2018

HI. Hou, Yalillb" J)ogllrll
Sp,·aJ..cr of tlu: 11011.\(' or Rcprrsrntativrs,
Xutional Assemht, (i'lIIpl, '\.
n'H'l' Anus ZOII('.

Ahuja.

Deur III 11011. )'. /Jugum.

PHESJIJE.YTl.llJ.IJECISION TO J)ECLINE ASSENT TO TilE
X·,TIO.\jU. Al;HICULTUH,lI. SEEDS COUNCIL 1111.1., 2018

PUP;UlIIlI [0 Section 58 (4) oJ COII.wiulfiOI1 of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 (as
amended), J Iu'n'by HJ1Il'ey 10 [Ill' House oJRepreSellllll;l'es. Illy decision, Oil (27111August, 2(18) 10

decline Presidemia! Assent to [Ill' Nalional Agrictdtural Seeds Council llill. 2018 recently passed b).'
[lit!' Xtlliolltll Assemblv.

11111Itied;IIiJlg (0.\','/11 to this Bill because there alreadv exists 1I National Crop Varieties and
Lil.'.\111« I.. Hh't'tl (H('~i.\I""liiJlI. etc, I(·'.\THl·~) An ",I,id, covers some oJ IIIl' proposed functions of
the .\"alifllllll:l~l-;wllllral .\('('(1COIII,,"iI Hill. 2018. fill' example, Sections 4 (3) of IIII' NSJtC
1IIlIJliall«'.\ Snli«1II h 1.11 and ("1 of Ill,' existing NVHC "illl re.\]U'(11O [Ill' registration and reiease of
n.,/I varieue .••.

1111'/NU ..WIgt' imo law of this Bill "'OIIld 11",s creat« l"tJlljiUiOlIas 10 die proper alullotily ID
rf'gllllllf' (nIP l'flli,'Iit'S ;11N(~eril'.

(Sigllec/l
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(/\')

PRESIDE:\T,
ITDLRAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

](JIII .llIgUSI. 2()18

RI. 1/011. Yakubu Dogara
Speaker of IIII' Iiousc of Rcprcsenuuives.
Nufioilul Assemblv Complex,
Ylirc1' Arms /Ulle,
Abu]a.

Dear Rt 1/011. l'. Dogara,

I'RESIJ)ENTIAL J)ECISION TO J)ECUNF /\SSENT TO TI/E
Nf(;ERJAN lYIARITIME A J)MINISTRA TION ANJ) SAFh'TY

AGE,VCl' (AA/KVJ);i1/:~NJ) BILL 2017

PII/'.\IfUIlI to Section .')S ( I) (1/ COII.I{iIUfiOIl of th« I'ct/au/ /?lpII/)//( uj\ll;criu, ll)l)l) (OS
UIIWIIi/cd), I hcrel»: «(1111'('\ to th« l lousc of Rcpre.I(,II{(fI/lCS, 111\ decision 10 dccliu« Jlr1'sid1'llliul
,·1S.I rut to the Nigerian Maritinu: Administration atul Sufct» /\gel/cy (ill/elll/lJlellt) Bill, 2017 u'c1'IIIl\'

passed I)\' the NUli()//({1 /1s.Ii'III/Jh.

I {[III dcclillil/g assent 10 this Bill l)ec(I{[s1' tli« UII[i'II(/II/('lIi l\'I'/I (l'eu{(' distortions 10 tlu:
opermiollali::,afiol/ of III(' NIMASA Au, l urg« the House 1Oj(}(IIS ott jJ(!ssil/g tlu: .\jlff)IH1'ISioll ojPirac:
and Other Related O!/'cllces Bill current!v bejor« fIJI' VUliOl/o{ Asscutbl» to actucv« a more
comprehensive review of operations ill the Marititn« S'('({()/. with fIJI' obiectiv« oj rmligl/il/g if .I

ii,,;Cl/cicsji)rlllOrC I:!/icicill service deliver» andfocus Oil the securitv ojour /l1(/ririllii'ji'Ol/liers.

l'Icas« accent, Rivlu Honourable Speaker. tl« aSSIlIW/(('\ oi nt» tngtiest considercuiou

Yours Situcrr!v,

(Signed)

Muluunmadu Buhari

•
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( v)

PRESIDENT,
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

30th August, 2018

RI lion. Yakubu Dogara
Speaker of the House of Representatives.
National Assembly Complex.
Three Arms Zone,
Ahuja.

Dear RI 1/011. Y. J)ogara,

PRESI/JENTIAL IJECISION TO DECLINE ASSENT TO THE NATIONAL
RESh'ARCII ANI) INNOVATION COUNCIL (ESTABLISHMEN1) BILL, 2017

Pursuant to Section 58 (4) of Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 (as
amended), I hereby convey to the House of Representatives. my decision. on 30th August, 2018 to
decline Presidential Assent to the National Research and Innovation Council (Establishment) BiU,
2017 recently passed by the National Assembly.

My reasons for withholding assent to the bill include the following:

(a) The requirementfor 5% of the annual allocation of 14 entities listed in section 17 of
the Bill to be paid into the Research and Innovation Fund is unwieldy and may be
practically difficult 10 implement in some instances. example the Tertiary Education
Trust Fund does not receive any federal allocation.

(b) Furthermore. the requirement that 1% of the National Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) 10 be sourced from the Federal Government should be paid into the Research
and lnnovation Fund is also practically unworkable as the GOP is an economic
measure of the market value of all (he final goods and services produced in a period
oftime, it is not cash or revenue accruable to the Federal Government,

(c) There are also incorrect references to some of the entities specified ill Section 17 of
the Bill. For instance. the Information Teclllloldgy and Development Fund should be
the National Information Technology Development Fund.

Please accept, Right Honourable Speaker. the assurances ofmy ·h'ighe.'ilconsideration.

Yours Sincerely,
;,.

...:.-

(Siglled)

Mllhammad" Buhari
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PRESIDE;\'T,
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

30TII August, 2018

Rt no». Yukubu Dogara
Sp('(fker of Tile IloU,I(' of Repr('\t'IIWTil'('S,
Natiouul Assetnblv ( '011/1'11'\,
Til ree /1 nils ZOJle,
Ahuja.

Dear Rt uon. Y. Dogara,

PRESIDENTIAL DECISION TO DECLINE ASSENT
TO rnt: ELECTORAL (AMENJ)MENl) BILL, 2018

Pursuant TO Section 58 (4) 0/ Constitution o] Till' l-edcral Republic of.Yigeria, 1999 (as.
amended), l ltercbv couvev to Tile l louse of Rcprcscnuui 1('.1 , /11\' decision. OJI 3()11I August, .2() 18 to
declin« PresidentialAssent to Tile Electoral (Amelldmellt) Bill, 2018 rcccutly passed by tile National

Asscmblv.

I WI! drctiuin» (lS,It'1I110 the Electoral Amendment Hill due I(! SO/II(' dl'll/iillg issues 111lI1remain
l/Iwddressed/()I1()1\'illg Tile prior revisions to the Bill, 1 invite the l lou. l lous« ()f /?eprl'SellWlil'es to
address these issues as quickly as possible so that 1 nutv grunt President Assent to IIII' Elrctoral

Amendment Bill,

nil' outstanding issues are as [allows:

(0) There is a cross referellcillg error ill Tile proposed .uncnu.nrut 10 Section 18 of lite
Bill. Tile appropriate amrudntent is to substitute tlu: ('\i,llillg subsection (2) with tlie
proposed subsection (I) (li'), while Tile proposed subl('('/ioll (I) (/1) is 1111'IN'II'

sJ,t/JseClion (.2) (lI),

(iJ) The proposed amendtneut to ill elude a //('11' Section 67 \ lei) which stipulate» (/ specific
period within wltict: political pan" primuric» u t«: !('Ililired III be lul«! IIlIS Till'
unintended consequence ojLem'illg INI:'C with only Y dun IU cottat, .uul coutpil« liSTS
ol candidates 1I11dpolitical parries as well as !/hllllige tlu: primaries of YI political
parries [or the various elections. This is because the 1:/(:(,/;;/([1 Amendment Bill docs
not amend sections 31 ~ 34 and 85 which stipulate tunes jl)it;"lmli';siO'I "r ':,!., (if

candidates. publication of Lists oj candidates 1I11dnotice or CUt·, '!li", (('''gil .,.\,.,

[or nominating candidates for elections,

(c) QuaLiji,'illg language should also be considered TO the prff','i \;Ol/s'}fdiilll 36 (31
since an unintended effect of The current drafting JlW" be fl; andulv inciras« (lie cost
and administrative burden o] conducting elections ill Til" 'I'elli III(/{ O/L nm.f,.,juTe,
no matter how inconsequential to the overal electoral proress passes m,," -tnring
the elections .•
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Please accept, Ri.~ht Honourable Speaker, the assurances of tuy highest consideration.

Yours Sincerelv;

(Signed)

MlIlllIlIlllladu Buhari

(\'ii)

PRESIDENT,
-;EDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

30fh August, 2018

Rt. lion. Yakuhu Dogan
·~/)euker (~lThe l lous« of R rpresenuuives,
National Assemblv COli/pin,
Tit ree A nJ/S Zone,
Abu]«.

PRESIDENTIAL f)':XISION TO DEC'LINE ASSENT TO TI/E NATIONAL
INS'TfTUTE OF HOS!' 'TA.L/TY AND TOURISM (ESTAIlLISlIMEN1) BILL, 2018

Pursuant 10 Sect! '.'1/ 58 (4) of Constitution of (he Federal Republic oj Nigeria, 1999 (as
all/ended), I herebv ("(JIlI'C ' to rile House of Represellfarives, Illy decision, on 30flz August, 2018 to
decline Presidential AI'SCII 10 {Ill'NlitiollllllllStitlite of Hospitality lind Tourism (Establisizment) Bill,
2018 rrcrntlv passed ill' {/ e National Assembly.

I (1111 declillillg assent (() the Bill because:

(lI) Tlu-re is 110 compelling reason for the requirement ill Section 5 (3) (k) that 25 % oj
the rrvctue generatedtor {he Federal Government should be used direct lv by {he
lustinne. Tile retention of such a high amount is to {he determinant of the revenue
available [orfunding the budget of file Federal Government and is far ill excess oj
witat (lie Federal lnland Revenue and file Nigeria CUSTOmsService are able to retain
whirl, is ,,:Cj{ and 7 % rrspertivelv; and

,
(b) A numbe : o] provisions ill the First Schedule to the Bill in respect of the

Suppleme 'wry Provisions relating to the Board arenot ill accordance with good
practice i: corporate governance.

Please accept, Ri,'/II Honourable Speaker. the assurances of Illy highest consideration.,
YOII rs Siuceretv,

(Signed)

J-Ililulllllluulli Buhari
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(viii)

PRESIDENT,
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

30th August. 2018

Rt. Ilon. Yakubu Dogara
Speaker of the House of Representatives,
National Assemblv Complex,
Three Arms Zone,
Ahuja.

Dear Rt llon. Y. Dogura,

PRESIDENTIAL DECISION TO DECLINE ASSENT TO TlIE
SUBSIDIARY LEGISLATION (LEGISLATIVE SCRUTINy) BILL, 2018

Pursuant to Section 58 (4) o] Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 (as
amended), I hereby con vel' to the House of Representatives. mv decision to decline Presidential
Assent to the Subsidiary Legislation (Legislative Scrutiny) Bill, 2018,

I am declining Presidential assent to this Bill becausr. I tun concerned that:

(a) 77w Bill will slow dOlI'1/ the administrative process for iniplrtnetuing agencies:

(b) The Bill does not leave room for administrative discretion borne out FOIll
adntinistnnive evperiences ttuu would ruabl« sectors I\'(JI-t-; [ast«! ill tuuutling or
addressing urgent matters:

(c) The Bill nutv also impede the Federal Government's drive for illcreased revenue
collection since all,illlplelllelltiug agency that drives revenue front licenses will now
have to go through a legislative process evel\' time it intends to update its
adnfillistrative process of increase license fees,

Please accept. Right Honourable Speaker, the assurances o] Ill" highest consideration,

Yours Sincerely,

(Siglled)

~Muhamnuulu Buhari

•
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(ix)

PRESIDENT,
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

30th August, 2018

III llon. YakubuDogara
Speaker of (he House of Representatives,
National Assembly Complex.
Three Arms Zone ..
Ahuja.

Dear III Hon. Y. Dogara,

PRESIDENTIAL J)ECISION TO IJltCLINE ASSENT TO TIfE
CIIARTEREJ) INSTITUTE OF ENTREllRENEURSHIP

(ESTABLISIIMEN1) lULL, 2018

Pursuant to Section 58 (4) of Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 (as
amendedr, I hereby convey to the House of Representatives, my decision on 30th August, 2018 to
decline Presidential assent {()the Chartered Institute of Entrepreneurship (Establishment) Bill, 2018
recetutv passed by (ILl' National Assembly"

I ant declining assent to the Bill because:

(a) I believe if is unnecessary ill view of the fact that potential emrepreneurs have
various existing options to hone their skills such as universities which currently offer
entrepreneurship as a course of study;

(b) 7/U' creation of the institute by legislation is not coextensive or coterminous with
capacity development, and

/

(c) The proposed Bill may constrain citizen's rights and freedom of action.

Please accept, Right Honourable Speaker, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Yours Sincerely,

(Signed)

Muhammadu Buhari
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(x)

PRESIDE:\TT,
J.'EDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

17th September, 2018

Rt Ilon. Yakubu Dogara
Speaker of the House of Representatives,
National Assembly Complex.
Three Arms Zone.
Ahuja.

Dear Rt Ilon. Y. Dogara,

TRANSMISSION OF TilE NIGERIA POLICE ACADEMY
(ESTABLISIIMENT. ETC.) lULL, 2018 FOR CONSIDERATION

AND PASSAGE INTO LA W

Pursucuuto Section 58 ofConstitution ofthe Federal Republic ofNigetia, 1999 (as amendedi.
I formallv request that the Nigeria Police Academy (Establishmellt, elf.) Bill, 2018 be considered
by the l louse o] Representatives for passage into law.

The Bill seeks to fomslJly establish, by law. The Nigeria Police Academy. 771eFederal
Ministry of Justice. illfinalizing the Bill. has ensured that its contents have been couched in line with
the best traditions of legislative drafting.

I trust that this conveyance of the Nigeria Police Academy (Establishlllellf, etc.i Bill. 2018
will be favourably considered and passed into law by the National Assemblv.

Please accept, Right /lonourable Speaker. the as ranees of tuv highest consideration.

Yours Sincerelv,

(Signed)

Muhammadu Buhari

•

• -.
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(xi)

PI~ESIJ)ENT,
fEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

19th September, 2018

Rt u.; L"\,,hu Dogara
:)/):>0/ i 'i" touse ofRepresentatives,

'!w,",i/ ,1 "iJ/\' Complex,

JJeur Hi iluil. r. Dogura,

REQUEST Fo'll VIREMENT/SUPPLEMENTARY BUDGET

You mav recall that ill III.\'letter dated 11111Julv . 2018, I requestedfor the kind cOllsitiermioll
olth« N~lfi(}llaIAs.\'ell/blvj(JI· (/ virement under the 2018 Appropriation ACI. Part ofthis request was
[or thefunding ofthe requests made bJ' The Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC) and
Security Agencies for the 2019 general elections.

. .' 111-i1f..~'f!('.I indifated th'll INEe, and the seC/lrit~""il1dicated that their total
/ll/u!tllg reqitrremelf/sjor the 2019 elections would amount to N242,445,322,600.00. OJ that amount,
I have requested that N164, 104, 792,065.00 be accommodated ill the 2018 Btu/get, by way oj
virement within The 2018 Appropriation Act, whilst the balance o] N78,340,530,535.00, should be
considered by The National Assembly as parr of The 2019 Budget.

Whell The 1/011. Minister of Budget and National Planning, Senator Udoma Udo Udoma,
appeared before The Joint Committee Of the National Assembl», set up to consider my request, he was
informed T/i(/Tthe National Assembly would be willing to consider accommodating the Total amount
requiredfor thefunding ofthe 2019 elections as part ofthe virements ofttie 20 18 Appropriation Act,
provided ther« \\'0.1' a specifi« request made hv me,

III the light ofthe current realities, and ill order To ensure that the 2019 general elections are
nOTaffected by auv delays in Tile passage into law of Tile 2019 Budget, I accept this kind suggestion.
I therefore wish to formally request that the total amount of N242,445,322,600.00 requested by
INEe. and the Security Agencies, be considered for inclusion ill Illy virement request under the 2018
Appropriation Act.

I look forward 10 your urgent consideration oj this request to ensure that the 2019 general
e/('uiolls lire properly conducted.

Please accept, Righ) llonourable Speaker, The assurances of Illy highest consideration,

Yours Sincerelv ;

, (Signed)

Muhammadu Buhari
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(xii)

PRESIDENT,
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

4Th October, 2018

Rt Ilon. Yakubu Dogura
Speaker of The House ojRepresentatives.
National Assemblv Complex,
Three Arms Zone,
Ahuja.

Dear Rt Ilon. Y. Dogaru,

NIGER DELTA DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION (NDDe)
2018 STATUTORY BUDGET PROPOSAL

Pursuant to the Niger Delta Development Commission (Establishment) Act, I forward
herewith the 2018 Budget ESTimates of the Commission, for the kind consideration and passage by
the House ofRepresentatives ofthe Federal Republic of Nigeria.

The Commission '.I' Revenue and expenditure profile is as shown ill the table below:

2017
Approved
Budget

(N) uuu;«

2018
Approved

Budget
(N) Million

A. REVENUE
Revenue Brought Forward
Federal Government Contribution
Unpaid Arrears by Federal Government. .•
Oil Companies Contribution and Others
Ecological Funds
Other Realised Income
Total Revenue

15,532.00
64,023.55
50,000.00
219,902.55
15,000.00
50.00
364,508.1

10,500
81,882
33,981
220.00n

150
346,513.0

u.. EXPENDITURE
Recurrent
Personnel
Overhead

Capital
ltuernal Capital
Development Projects and Coastal

STares Special Projects
Total Expenditsre

17,797 19.522
12,459 12,737

4,402 2,883

329,850.1 311,371
364,508.1 346,513.0

While hopillg tluu this request will receive the expeditious consideration oftlie I louse o]
Representatives. please accept, Right Honourable Speaker. the assurances 0/ ntv highrst
consideration.
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Yours Sincerely,

(Siglled)

Multammadu Buhari

Request referred to the COII/II/iffee01/ Niger Delta Development Commission (NOD C) .

5. Technical Committee on Bills not Assented to by the President
Mr Speaker announced the Membership of the Committee as follows:
(I) 11011. Orker-Jev Llllll1anuel Isah Chairman
(2) /Ion. Edward Pwajok Member
(3) /Ion. Adcyinka Ajayi Member
(4) lion. Lawai Shuaibu Member
(5) lion. Gabriel Onycwcife Member
(6) lion. Chinda Kingsley Member
(7) lion. Soba Mohammed Member

6. Announcement
(i) Mr Speaker read a communication from lion. Ahmed Usman Babba Kaita tKankia/Kusada

lngawa Federal Constituencyv:

Rep. Abme~ Usman Babba Kaita
CII.\IR\1Y\. IJ()!:SI. C()\1 \1 ITTIOL 0'\ 1I0[;SI'\(J

24 August, 2018

The Right Honourable Speaker
House (~/'Representative
National Assetnblv
71JreeArm ZOlle,
Ahuja.

NOTICE OF MY ELECTION INTO THE SENA TE AS SENATOR
REPRESENTING DAURA SENATORIAL ZONE OF KATSINA STATE

COl/sequent upon the con elusion of the by-election held ill Daura Senatorial Zone of Katsina
State OIlthe 11th ofAugust, 2018, ill which I contested keenlv and WOIl,I am obliged to notify your
offi:« (1/(/(INEC has issued II/e with Illy certificate ofreturn (IS the duly elected Senator (Find enclosed
with this letter the pliotocopv o/'IIlY certificate of returns,

I feel deeptv indebted to thank you and all my colleagues in the House of Representatives for
(he cordial relationship and the show of support and solidarity that I received which am sure will
continue as I move TO the Sellate .

Please accept with this letter Mr Speaker, the consideration of my most esteemed regards.

(Signed)

tto« Ahmed Bahha Kaita

(ii) Nomination of Deputy Majority Leader of the House:
Mr Speaker read a communication from lIon. Femi Gbajabiamila (JIouse Leader)
announcing the nomination of Hon. Ahmed Idris Wase (Wase Federal Constituency)
as the Deputy House Leader.
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7. Closed Session
Motion /I/(I(/C and Question proposed, "That the House do resolve into a Closed Session"
(11011. l-etni Gbajabiiunil« - House Leader) - Agreed to.

House ill Closed Session 12.32 p.m,

House ill Open Session 1.52".111.

8. Welcome Address hy :\lr Speaker
Mr Speaker addressed Hon Members as follows:

Protocols:

1(/11Idelighted 10 welcome all members back 10plenary after our recess. I have 110doubt that
ll'e have all refreshed ourselves ill preparotionjor (he concluding parr 0/0111' tenure, even (hough it
was a politicall» busv period.

2. Let me first 0/ all commend all members 0/ (lie various Committees that engaged in some
legislative activities during (he recess. III particular, I commend the Joint Committee 011INI:'Cj() I' (he
patriotism, sacrifice and commitment thev pili into (he work on (he INEC Supplementary Budgetfor
(lie 20 It) General Elections. This \1'0.1' the irreduciblefirst step 10 b« taken before the matter goes {()
IIII' Appropriations COlIIl/lifll'l'jinlilrrher legislativ« action as stipulated bv our Rilles.

3. 1/011. Members, YOII lire all aware that during our recess, what I will describe as the rudest
assault ever, was dealt on the institution oftlte National Assemblv Oil Tuesdav. Tth August, 2018,
when maskedpersonnel ofthe Department ofState Services, DSS, /01' inexplicable reasons, invaded
this complex andforcefully locked up and occupied the National Assemblv. This despicable assault
was the third by security agencies working in concert with anti democratic elements ill quick
succession.

4. Expectedlv, litis last display ol brute force by agencies that have constitutiotutllv assigned
responsibilities ofprotecting all ofus, attracted national and interucuiona! uproar and condemnation.
This mindless (/.1'.1'(11111on 0111'hard WO/l democracy was a rude reminder (0 all of'us that 0111'
dcntorrac: is still ver\, [ragil« and therefore 1\'(' should never go (0 sleep believing that the work or
dcmocrar, is clone and that progress is inevitable. We ((/lIIW( bill thank those vigilant NIlS5; members
\1'110 at great risks confronted these heavilv armed: ntaske«! and hoodedfascist agellls. In th« S(/lIIe
vein, \II' must also thant: the Press, Civil Societv Orgcmisutions, tlt« generalitv ofNigerians and (he
international conununitv jiJr rising to the occasion ([.I' living heroes of-our dentocracv ro stave the
savaging ofour delllOcJ'{ific institutions

5. In this regard, we commend the then Acting President, l Iis Excellency, Professor Yemi
Osinbajo, SIIN who swift!v look disciplinary action against some ofthe perpetrators ofthese seditious
and subversive action. We cal! on the Executive ro ensure that all other assessors, before or after the
fact of this treasonable act 111/1.\'1be quicklv brought lO book; as the then DG. SSS could never have
acted alone. This IIIUSr be the case ifwe hope to pill (//1 end ro this kind of brinkmanship goillg
forward, ,
6. We must remind ourselves at all times that our lovaltv ill tandem with our oath of'office is to
(he nation and I/(){ 10 ((1/\' individual or sectional cause or interest, The goal ofsome people who are
\I'orking to enthrone IYlWII'\, and despotism is to harass, intimidate and ridicule this grew institution
oftl,« people 10 the point ttu» \l'e areforced To abdicate our responsibilities andfidelitv To our oath
ollll/ic£'. II's a pin that these elrntettts know nothing about file character ofthis great institution and
thcfuc: that 0111'devotion /(I rile rule oflawfar surpasses our love and admiration for any individual
or grottp ojpersous lfthis 1\'(/.1' nor the case, third term would have succeeded and the motion Oil rile
doctrine ofuecessitv would havefailed. We cannot dr(fi, ill our own time, from the path ofhonour
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',I : "'Irllgl:' that hils been tli« tutllntark ofthis hallowed Chambers. /Is patriots, WI:' Olve it a dilly to

patriouiallv "!lOr! rite ptnriotic even iftlie» (Ire ourfoes and to patrioticallv oppose or de/eat the
.,!lplltr· ',I ill', are 0111' bestfriends,

". " "Ie ./OWIlIU IJllsilJI:'SS,let me reiterate that the IN/:'C Supptementarv budget Bill must
be a((;rlo!!s consideration. Furthennore, the pending issue of the Electoral Act
amendn« If, whict, vas uufortunatelv vetoed bv Mr President, II/IISr also be expeditiously
conside. «/ and passed. 1>1:'new Electoral /lct amendment Bill has provisions that are designed ro
("/ii/Wlle, ,.Iuti' and transparent elections in Nigeria. The amendment Bill entrenches the Smart

'/.1/ de! "ilL' cironi: transmission ofresults among others. Ativfurther attempt tofrustrate the
f'U,IS!'!' 'I . .' OJ .'Ii' Bill, will be indicativ« ot our desire not to ill/prove Oil the successes ofthe
2() i ,'1 ,,'C -r«. n .umsfunhcrfurting the fears that some including 0111' international partners have
U"i.!lI" II//() 1I/11'/lil to nuutipula:« the [onluoming elections In elploiring identified

.I, t.rral Ac! curtctulv injorce .

x ,iI tu.s .'10/(/"'1', I 'onourable colleagues, l wish 10 reiterate that (IS \\'1:' enter the last leg 0/
o»: L'U!"" it'i:' st.o.ttd not lose sight ofthefact that we still have IIll1Chbusiness 10 do, I urge us nor
to '/Ii' /,\ the F »litics 0/2019 as 10 allow our Legislative dillies to suffer. We IIlIiSr utilise
the uvailabl« tint« judicio: slv to serve the COlIIllI) and our people 10 the best ot our ability. Having
starred strong with grotuu' breaking and record setting achievements, Ive will berm the wrong side
ofliistotv ifwefail tofinis 'as strongly ([.I' Il'e started. It is said that the end ofa matter is berra than
the /Jegillllillg thereof,

l) Permit nt« to ('(}/Jr, "atnlate all l lou. Members \1'110have 11'011 their primary elections, and 10
\l'il!1 {I/().\(' whos« elcctirn). 11111\' still be ill process, afavourable conclusion. Others are said to have
IOIII/leir II01111IIIIliO/l1 ill I 1'('[/I/lst(//IC(,Swhich remain contentious, {O,I'II(/I, \I'e shall do 1111within 0111'

I)OI\'('J'\ 10 1/,ISi.l{ {/{('1Ii ill III' various political patties to ,lie{/tlir opponuuitv. We 1/(/\(' all nuul«
trcrucndous suctijiic» (111(,," IS oulvfair {/W{ litis is rewarded.

"
10, The leaderstiip is oware 0/1/11' iIl/PIlIIU\, 111iI1characterised the conduct ofsotue primaries ill
which SOllie 0/0111' members al/egedly 1001'11/1('ticket TO contest in the next election. We I/(/I'e done our
best to ensure internal del, '0 era CV Ivitltin parties bill it appears Parties prefer to pander to the whims
and caprices 0/ some individuals }'(f11z('J'than the law. Mav I reiterate the warning o] Kekere-Ekun,
1.)'C ill /VI/1TO V. III:M'3/:R & 2 ORS (2018) 5 NWU? (IT 1(12) 258 at pages 297-298
P/I/V1GR/1PIIS C 8

"This case, ill lin' ,Iiell' is II clear example oftlic lIIi.1(/liej'sOllglztto be tackled bv section 87
(9) ofthe Elector: l Art, 2010 as amended. wliil« it is true that tile courts will not interfere
ill the internal aj] 'irs 0/ II political partv nor its choice o] candidate, Section 87 (9) of {he
Elector«! Illf ells, res that ill lIIaking their choice 0/ candidates for elective office political
parties rill 1/(11SIUII' bcvotut II/(' confines ofth« I:'/enora/ I1n or their 011'11 electoral guidelines.
'IIII' section seeks.to curb the impunity with which political parties hitherto acted without
regard 10 the dell: unuic II0rills ttiev profess 10 practice. /Is stared bymy learned brother in

. th« leadjudvinen! this court ill a plethora 0/ cases has asserted thefact that political parties
!!IIIS/(J/JeYtheir 0\,:1 constitutions awl guidelines and where necessary (as provided bv law)
till' courts will ill rvene and wield t=e big stick 10 prevent arbitrariness. Theonly way our
democratic dispe. , 'arion ('({IIwork e[iuivel,v is where eVel)' aspirant for political office, who
is qualified 10 C(, rest WI elecrioll,'s given all even playing field. 711efailure of internal
democracy witlii: 0111' political parties right front the grassroots level eventually feuds to
instability ill the mire political syriem. 171efailure 0/ internal democracy is one of the
reasons 'why the ( -urts, 'dockers' are congested with pre-election disputes ". It is a pit)' Uw!
rite 20 18 primari: swill throw up more pre-election r cases titan ever before witnessed in
Nigeria due 10 di: »lav 0/ impunity bvparties ill the conduct ofprimaries across board.

I,
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9.

r I. May I appeal to a{~of us that ill whatever party we llOWbelong, we should continue to j(XUS

Oil the success of {lie 8{h 4ssel11bly, as well {/tY{he peace and good governance of Nigeria. We must
be individually and collffJivelv committed dO {he successful and peaceful conduct of the 2019

. elections .
'N

./
12. In closing, I want to thank you. all, most sincerely, for your continued support to the
leadership of the House, apd for your understanding in these trying times. Thank you for pre ••erving
the oneness, unity and brotherhood of the House, irrespective of Party or geopolitical divides and I
urge you to, please, keep .¥p the good spirit.

13. God bless you and God bless the Federal Republic of Nigeria.

•
Petition
A petition from Baba Adamu, on his dismissal from the Nigeria Customs Service, was presented and
laid by lion. Hassan lsa Mohammed (Jail/a 'are/Itas-Gadau Federal Constituency);

Petition referred to the C "1lI1littee011 Public Petitions.
t ,

10. Matter of Urgent Public Importance (Standing Order Eight, Rule 4)
Urgent Release of lion. Abubakar Abdullahi Lado (Suleja Federal Constituency) Detained by the
Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS):
Hon. Toby Okechukwu tAninri/Agwu/Oji-River Federal Constituency) introduced the matter and
prayed the House to:

(a) consider and approve the matter as one of urgent public importance; and

(b) suspend Order I,:i~ht, Rule 4 (3) to allow debate on the matter forthwith,

Question that the matter l:e considered as one of urgent public importance - Agreed to.

Question that the House do suspend Order Eight, Rule 4 (3) to enable it debate the matter forthwith
- Agreed to.

Urgent Release of' I (on. Abubakar Ahdullahi Lado iSuleja Federal Constitllency) Detained By
Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS)

The House:
01

Aware of the detention o' Hon. Abubakar Abdullahi Lado tSuleja Federal Constituencvi by the
Special Anti-Robbery Squad (SARS);

,
Also aware of his continued detention for the past three (3) days which is a breach of his fundamental
human rights as enshrined in the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 (as amended);

Embarrassed that the intervention of the lIouse Leadership was rebuffed by the Nigeria Police
ostensibly because it is ory the Governor of Niger State that can give instruction for his release;

Briefed that the dctcntio arose out of issues related to the All Progressives Congress (APC)
primaries which he had -arlier notified the police authorities of lhe\plan to cause crisis by· his
opponents: ' '. .

Further aware that the invitation of lion. Abubakar Lado was not done through due process and
therefore breaches the Legislative Houses (Powers and Privileges) Act - which requires notifying
of the Presiding Officer before a member is invited or arrested.
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i?e.\()!\'(:'s 10:
II

(I) urge the Nigcri.: ,'llice Force to release lion. Abubakar Abdullahi Lado immediately; and

(iiI mandate the House Leadership to ensure his release within the next twenty (24) hours iHon.
rob,' Okectiukwu -/1IIill ri /Agwu/Oji-River Federal COl/stitll(!J1cr).

!)1'11(1/1'.

AlIll'(l(illl(,llts Prupuxerl:
(i) Insert a llC\\ Prayn (iii) as follows:

"Iustuute a kgal . ction against the Nigeria Police on behalf of lion. Abubakar Abdullah!
I.ado " tHon, I:'d\'(/F{/ Pwajok _. Jos South/Los East Federal Coustituencvi,

Question 'hat the amendment be made - Agreed to.

(ii) l.eav« out Prayer' i) and insert a nev- Prayer (i) as follows:
"urge the Nigeria Police Force to release lion. Ahubakar Abdullahi I.ado before mid-night
of l O October :W 8. failing which the Inspcctur-Gcncral of Police would be summoned to
appear before the House OIl Thursday, II October, 2018 at 11.00 a.rn to explain his
continued dcicmi III without bail" (/lOll. Fctni (;/Jaj(f/Ji(/II/il(f- Surulerc I Federal
Constitucnc, ).

(jIlCSI/OII tltat the iII!WIlt!1I ;'1II be Illude - Agreed to.

Question Oil tli« Motion a. cuucnded - Agreed to.

Agreed to,

Tile House:

/1 war« of the detention (~ l lon. Abubak ar Abdullah: l.ado tSuleja Federal Constituencvs by the
Special Anti-Rohln-rv SqL ,Id (SARS):

Also awcu:« of his cplltillue I detention for the past three (3) days which is a breach of his fundamental
human rights as cnsh r incd ill the C onxtinuion of the Federal Rcpu hi ic of Nigeria, Il)l)l) (as amended):

Entharrasser! that the im rvcntion of the Louse Leadership was rebuffed by the Nigeria Police
ostellsihly hL'C,lUSL'ir IS ()J. Y the Governor o! Niger State that call give instruction for his release;

I

Hri(:/i'd that the dcrcnuo: arose out of issues related to tile All Progressives Congress (APe)
primaries which he had arlicr notified the police authorities of the plan to cause crisis by his
opponents;

Further aware that the i:,,!itation of /Ion. / bubakar Lado was not done through due process and
therefore breaches the Lc .islative /louses C' owcrsand Privileges) Act - which requires notifying
of the Presiding Officer t, -Iore a member is invited or arrested.

Resolved to:

(i) urge the Nigeria olice Force to release lion. Abubakar Abdullahi I.ado before mid-night
of l() October. 2( IH, tailing which the Inspector-General of Police would be summoned tn
appear before thi House on Thursday, I I October, 2018 at 11.00 a.111 to explain his
continued detenti'lon without bail:

(ii) mandate the l lou: ..: Leadership to cr.sure his release within the next twenty (24) hours; and



\

562 !' Wedllesda\'. 1'0 October, 2018 ~o. 13

(iii) inxtitute a kgal action againsl the Nigeria Police on behalf of 11011. Abubakar Abdullahi
Lado (III~. ""f10/2018,

II. ••re •.•cut arion uf nill..•
lhc l"jJ,l\\ Ul~ Hill-. "L'n: i-.:'ad the /-inr Time.

(II l-cdcral ('olk-,oL" ,;1' D..-Hl<l1 redl!lulog~ and Therapy (I':slahlishmenO Acr (Amcndmcun Bill.

'I'

(21 hxkra! Uuivcrxir, of Ikahh Science. Otukpo (Fsaahlisllmem. ctc.: Bill. 1018 (lIB. 1535).

(3) Federal Univcrsitj of Education. Zaria (Establisluncru. elL) Bill. 2018 (lIB. 1536).

(-tl Alvan Ikoku Federal Lni\t:rsi!} ofEducation. Owcrr: d:slabhshmenn Bill.10I8(11B. 15311.

(7 j Chartered lnsuunc 01 lorcuxic and 'lI\L"sla~<lIi\c Auditor-, of :\igcria lI:slahlishmellll Bill.
2018 \lIB. 15·HlI

IXj Federal (\,Ilcge (.. Education. \1 isau (Estahlixhmcut. etc. I Bill. 20 i8 ! II B. 15-i'l.

12. Adjounlllll'll(
71uIIIII£' llouse do adjoun till Thursdav, II October. 2018 til 11110 iI.lII. 111011.h:lII; G/miablllmiia
- House l.eader).

171l' /loIIS(' (1(1.;01'1"1I('1/ accordingtv ell 3.31 1'.11I.

\' akubu UUWilr••
.\iI('I.,t,(·r
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