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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS
Thursday,S March, 2020

1. The House met at 11.15 a.m. Mr Speaker read the Prayers.

2. The House recited the National Pledge

3. Votes and Proceedings
M r Speaker announced that he had examined and approved the Votes and Proceedings of Wednesday.

4 March, 2020.

The Votes and Proceedings was adopted by unanimous consent.

4. Announcements
(0) Visitors in the Gallery:

M r Speaker recognised the presence of the f~)llowing:

(1') Staff and Students of Kings Ambassadors Academy, Kcffi, Nasarawa State;

(ii) Staff and Students of Ronacs Intemational School, Kuje , Abuja;

(iii) Staff and Students of Royal Ambassadors Academy, Kubwa, Abuja.

(b) Ineuguration of the EC()WAS Parliament:
Mr Speaker announced Members to Delegation to the ECOW AS Parliament as follows:

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
(8)
(9)
(10)
(11 )
(12)

lion. Ahmed Idris
Han. Umeoji Michael
Han. Saleh Gabriel Zack
Han. Oghene Egoh
Han. Nasir Gabasawa
I-Ion. Isah Murtala
Han. Ibrahim Auyo
Hon. Abdullahi Umar Kamba
lion. lIaruna Mshclia
Hon. Lynda Chuba lkpeazu
Bon. Kolawole Taiwo
Han. Barnidele Salam

Leader of the Delegaiion
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member

)

Member
Member
Member
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(13)
(14)
(15).
«6)
(17)
(18)

Han. Bashir Dawodu
Han. Haruna Maitala

.:)Han. Awaji-Inombek Abiante Dagomie
I-Ion. Bayo Balogun .
Hon. Tai-wo Adewale
Hon. Abdullahi Balarabe Salame

Member
Member
Member
Member
Member
Member

S. Matter of Urgent Public Importance (Standing Order Eight, Rule 4)
Need to 'Rescue the Country from Over $30 Billion Annual Revenue Leakages:
Han. James Abiodun Faleke (Ikeja Federal Constituency) introduced the matter and prayed the House
to: ..
(a) consider and approve the matter as one of urgent public importance; and

1,

(b) suspend Order Eight, Rule 4 (3) to allow debate on the matter forthwith.

Question that the matter be considered as one of urgent public importance _ Agreed to.

Question that the House do suspend Order Eight. Rule 4 (3) to enable it debate the matter forthwith
- Agreed 10. .

,
Need to Rescue the Country from Over $30 Billion Annual Revenue Leakages:

The House:

Notes the annual revenue leakages arising from various malpractices in foreign exchange allocation
to companies from sources such as Central Bank of Nigeria (eBN), Autonoq1ous FOJ;ex Markel,
Interbank, Domiciliary and over the counter purchases for the importation of physical goods,
payments of foreign service vendors, dividend repatriation, foreign loan and. interest payments,
including foreign currency denominated contracts' paymenrs by companies in engineering.
procurement, construction, installation and marine transportation;

Aware of the low performance of the country's economy at this critical time;

Also aware that in the past years Nigeria has not been able to fund capital aspect of its Appropriation
year in year out for lack of funds due to low remittances of revenue by revenue generating agencies,
low payment of taxes by private companies and diversion of expected revenue by corporate
organisations; .

,• Further aware that the crude oil price bench mark in 2020 Appropriation Act was put at $57 dollars
per barrel but the price of crude oil in the international market has dropped to $47 dollars per barrel
this clearly indicates that the major source 0,1' rev~nue towards funding the 2020 Appropriation 1\(1
is already in the jeopardy;

Concerned that there is the urgent need to rescue the country from over $30 billion dollars annual
revenue leakages arising from tax evasion, malpractices, mis-use and diversion of foreign exchange
allocations by companies and other entities;

Cognizant of the following facts:

(a) pro-forma invoices overstatement by importers witljsrhe intention of obtaining large fore"
allocation above the international cost, insurance and freight value of goods, thereby
increasing the domestic inf1ation rate;

(b) fictitious transfer of forex allocation for the payments of dividends to foreign shareholder.
of Nigeria companies above the dividend approved by the company's board of directors and
audited accounts thereby leading to evasion of statutory 30% company income Tax thereof:



No, 74 Thursday, 5 March, 2020 , 2127

(c) allocation of foreign exchange to companies for the repayment of principal foreign loan and
interest that were in some cases found to be non-existent, which is a fictitious loan backed
by mere packaged documents without evidence of utilization in Nigeria and related taxes

paid;

(d) companies in some cases were allocated foreign exchange for the purpose of investing same
in other countries stocks, i.e. United State treasury stock, that neither contribute to federally
collectible revenue nor reflate the Nigerian economy;

(e) abuse of millions of dollars in foreign allocation to companies for the purpose of payment of
foreign vendors for services rendered in Nigeria were in most cases found to have evaded
the then statutory 5 % VAT and5 % WHT accordingly;

(f) the value of imported physical goods, materials, equipment on account of forex allocation
by most companies were always understated to Nigeria Customs Service at the port of arrival
in order to reduce import duty payable and based on verifiable information, importers at the
post clearance stage do inflate the value of these items in their books in order to obtain
frivolous capital allowance or expense claims from Federal Inland Revenue Service (FIRS)
which ultimately deny the Government of much needed revenue from Company Income Tax
and Education Tax;

(g) companies in offshore engin~ering, procurement, construction, installation and transportation
whose forex funding source are from cash calls and, operators sourced foreign loan do pay
their foreign vendors billions of dollars in contract payments on annual basis without any
significant payment of all applicable Taxes, Levies and likewise, these companies were not
being incorporated in Nigeria nor have. affiliate in Nigeria as statutorily provided for in the
Companies and Allied Matters Act.

Resolves to mandate the Committees Oil Finance, and Banking and Currency 10:

(i) conduct an investigative hearing on the various originating documents maintained by Central
Bank of Nigeria (CBN), Deposit Money Banks, Forex Dealers, Federal Inland Revenue
Services (FIRS), Importers and other beneficiary companies;

(ii) identify perpetrators and the atrocities committed based on verifiable documents obtained
from the valuable records;

(iii) determine in a statutory and professional manner, the revenue amount involved in the
malpractices ,by each organization based on every revenue line item collectible by agencies
of Government for the purpose of timely recovery into Government accounts;

(iv) make a formal report of findings and provide necessary recommendation towards the
correction and regularisation of the problems aimed at putting a stop to the menace in 'the

futur~i and

(v) advice the House on the statutqry provisions/amendment for penalties as provided in the
applicable Law for various related offences as a deterrent to others and report back within
twelve (12) weeks (Hon. James Abiodun Faleke - lkeja Federal Constituency).

t

Debate,

Agreed to.
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The House:

Nored the annual revenue leakages arising from various malpractices in foreign exchange allocation
to companies from sources such as Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN), Autonomous Forex Markel.
Interbank, Domiciliary and over the counter purchases for the importation 0.[ physical goods.
payments of foreign service vendors, dividend repatriation, foreign loan and interest payments.
including foreign currency denominated contracts' payments by companies in cngincerinu.
procurement, construction, installation and marine transportation:

Aware of the low performance of the country's economy at this critical time; "

Also aware that in the past years Nigeria has not been able to fund capital aspect of its Appropriatirn
year in year out for lack of funds due to low remittances of revenue by revenue generating agencies.
low payment of taxes by private companies and diversion of expected revenue by corporate
organisations:

Further aware that the crude oil price bench mark in 2020 Appropriation Act was put at $57 dollars
per barrel but the price of crude oil in the international market has dropped to $47 dollars per barre I.
this clearly indicates that the major source of revenue towards funding the 2020 Appropriation Act
is already in the jeopardy;

Concerned that there is the urgent need to rescue the country from over S30 billion dollars annu.rl
revenue leakages arising from tax evasion, malpractices, mis-use and diversion of foreign cxchanr c
allocations by companies and other entities;

Cognizant of the following facts:

(a) pro-forma invoices overstatement by importers with the intention of obtaining large forc x
allocation above the international cost, insurance and freight value of goods. thcrcl-,
increasing the domestic inflation rate;

(b) fictitious transfer of forex allocation for the payments of dividends to foreign sharcholdc: <-

of Nigeria companies above the dividend approved by the company's board of directors and
audited accounts thereby leading to evasion of statutory 30 % company income Tax thereof:

(c) allocation of foreign exchange to companies for the repayment of principal foreign loan ami
interest that were in some cases found to be non-existent, which is a fictitious loan backed
by mere packaged documents without evidence of utilization in Nigeria and related taxes
paid;

(d) companies in some cases were allocated foreign exchange for the purpose of investing san l

in other countries stocks, i.c. United State treasury ,stock, that neither contribute to federal! \
collectible revenue nor reflare the Nigerian economy:

(e) abuse of millions of dollars in foreign allocation to companies for the purpose of payment ()I

foreign vendors for services rendered in Nigeria were in most cases found to have evader:
the then statutory 5% VAT and 5% WlfT accordingly:

(/) the value of imported physical goods, materials, equipment on account of lorex allocatici
by most companies were always understated to Nigeria Customs Service at the port of arriv.il
in order to reduce import duty payable and based on verifiable information, importers at til'
post clearance stage do inflate the value of these items in their books in order to obtai I

frivolous capital allowance or expense claims from Federal Inland Revenue Service (FI R~,)
which ultimately deny the Government of much needed revenue from Company Income Tax
and Education Tax;
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(g) companies in offshore engineering, procnremeet. construction. installation and rr..m:spmtatit~iI1
wHose foeex funding source are from cash calls and, oper.nors sourct."'tIforeign kJGm do pa~
their foreign vendors billions of dollars in contract p-dyments on annual besis wldmut a.n~
significant payment of all applicable Taxes. Levies and likewise. these comparm.-s WL'fe Will

being incorporated in Nigeria nor have affiliate in Nigeria as statutorily provided for in th:
Companies and Allied Matters Act.

Resolve» TO mandsue tile Committees Oil Finance. and Banking anti Currency 10:

(i) conduct an investigative hearing on the various originating documents maintained by Cener.u
Bank of Nigeria (CBN). Deposit Money Banks. Forex Dealers. Federal Inland Revenue
Services (FIRS). Importers and other beneficiary companics ;

(ii) identify perpetrators and the atrocities committed bast."don verifiable UtJCUmenlS obtametl
fmm the valuable records:

tiii determine in a statutory and professiceal manner, the revenue aIIlIJBlI{ im'oh'ed in !the
ntalpractices by each organization based 00 nery revenue line item oolkc:tibIe by ••.. -lc~
of Government for the purpose of timely nxovery imo Government acCl1OJllS:

~i,,~ male a formal report of ImdingS and provide necessary recommcmJaEjoo. IOr.IfIIs de
CllITeoion and n.~~ of the pmhk.-.m aimed a( putting a stop to' dre IIE1IiICe fa d:nc.
t'utme: and

ah.iA.::e the 1I•.1mC «. Ihe sJahltOf}' pRft'isinm/ameodmenl rex pen:a~ as pn.wilkd iDm lite
~iL"'3ble I..••.•'f« \;arious rdaraI offences ~ a deruleul 10 CJdIen aud KpOd. hiId. wiIhiin
I.•ehe 412•• eels CIlR..1ISADIl828).

~.rBills
Tbc r•..•••~ BiDs were read die Finl1i.r..

th

a.
0)
(4)

•-.

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

~
(9)

(10).

(11)

(12).. ..

....~iidioa Aa (Amendme1II) Bill. 2020 (IIB.714'.

CtMS1ilulionofIbeFcdl:nlRqJuhticofK~ 191J1J(AIIea •••• )(F•••• •• •••QwIifii::;IIimi
f«Ccr1ain PoIiIiI:aI Offia:s) BiD~ 2OlO (118-716) .

AlI•••illis•••••••• of CrimiDaI.JusIiI:r Act (An ••• ln•••• ) BilL 2OlO (HB.7T1).

COiIStaI and IDImd Shippin& C~) Act (An••• h ••• -) Bill. 1OlO (OB.71I).

•
National Youdl DaekJpua:Dt Commission BiII~2020 (UB. T19).

National PoYerty AIIeriaIioo and Eradio:2lion Co •••••i.ujUQ ofN~ (EsJ:aNisIu•• ". de.)
Bill. 2020 (HB.18O).

Drug Abuse Preveutiun. TreatmeDI and RehabiIiJation Act, 201O(HB.1S1).

Federal College of Fisheries., Ibi. Taraba Slate Bill. 2020( IIB.182).

Federal Roads and Higbways Forests Guard (EstabiisImJem) Bill. 2020(HB.783).

-F~'i,e Centre. ~.!)a (Establisbl~.) Bill. 20:m(p.'84).
1¥' '" -,

'-,.l
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1'13)

(4)

.
(15)

(16).

(17)

(I~

Thursday. 5 March. 2020 ~o.'";1

Federal College of Education; Aloma (Estabiishmem, elL, BiH. 202UOIR 185)_

Federal College of Nursing and Midwifery _ Lcmu, Niger Stale IEstablishmenn Bill.
2020(HB.786)- .

Shea Council BiU (HB.787).

Customs and Excise Management Act (Amendment) BiHI.2020(IIB.188»-

Federal University of.Agriculture, Kabba (Establishment, Etc.) Bill OIB.189).

Federal Entrepreneurship Centers (Establishment) Bill. 2020 (HR 190).

7. Presentation of Report..
Conuni1tee- Oil Aids, Loans and Debt MflIlDgemelll:
Motion made and Question proposed. "That the House do receive the Report of the Committee em
Aids. Loans and Debt Management on the 2016-2018 Federal Government External Borrowing
(Rolling) Plan" (Hon. Ahmed Dll)5'abll Sa/UlUl- BalsarilSa/UlUlIDamusa Federal COILSliliU'IU~")_i.

Agreed to.

Report laid.

8. A Bill for an Act to Repeal the Companies and Allied Matters Act. Cap. C 20 Laws of the."
Feder;:ttion of ~Jgeria, 2004 and Enaet the Companies Limited Liability P-drtnersbips, Limited
Partnerships, Registn lion 'of Business Names together witb Incorporations of Trustees of
certain Commnnities, llodies, AssQ,c:iations;and for Related Matters (HB.544) - Third Reading
Motion made and Ques. ion proposed. "That a Bill for an Act to Repeal the Companies and Allied
Matters Act. Cap. C 20 Laws of the Federation of Nigeria, 2004 and Enact the Companies Limited
Liability Partnerships, Limited Partnerships, Registration of Business Names together with
Incorporations of Trustees of certain Communities, Bodies. Associations; and for Related Maners

. (HB.544) be now read the Third Time" (Hon. Alhassan Ado Garbo - House Leader).

Agreed to.

BiH read the Third Time and passed. ..
-

9. A Bill for an Act to Establish the Federal College of Education. Umnnneocbi. Abia State. to
Provide F~ Time Coarses, Teaching, Instruetion and Training in Tecbnology. Applied Science.'.
Arts. Social Seieoc!!S, Humanities and ManageJMnt;.and for Related Matters (HB. 724) _
SecolUl ReadUtg

Motion made and Questi;in proposed, "That a Bill for an Act to Establish the Federal College ('I
Education, Umunne ochi, Abia State, to Provide Full-Time Courses. Teaching, Instruction and
Training in Technology, Applied Scien Arts. Social Sciences. Humanities. and Management: and
for Related. Matters (HB. 724) bt ..ad a Second Time" tHon. Nkeim/m Onyejeoctia
!sllih,luatoIUmunneorm Federal Cons.uency).

Question that the HI be 1I0lt. read t: Second Time - Agreed to.

Bill read the Secau Time.

Bill referred to the ~ommillee OR Tertiary EdllCatioll and Services.
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10. A BiDfor an Act to Establish the Federal t::niversity of Agriculture and Technology, Orerokpe
to identify' the agricnltural and Technological problems and Needs of Nigeria to find solution
to them within the Context of the Overafl national development; and for Related Matters (lIB.
663) - Second Reading
MOlioll made and QuesTion proposed, "That a Bill for an Act 10 Establish the Federal University of
Agriculnm.: and Technology, Orerokpc to identify the agricultural and Technological problems and
:\'::..=eds of N igeria to find solution [0 them within the Context of the Overall national development: and
fur Related Mattero;; OIB. 663) be read a Second Time" (Hon. Amlloll) Afe Obt:11IIlkpeJe __
Okpe/Sapele/Uvwi« Federal Constituencvs.

Question that the Bm be 1I011" read a Second Time - Agreed to.

Bill read the Second Time.

Bill referred 10 (lie Committee on Tertiary EdllcaJion and Services.

I!. A BiD for an Act to Amend the B~s. Deaths, Etc. (Compulsory Registration) Act; and fl''-
Related Matters (liB. 74 and liB. 385) - Second Reading .•.•.

Order read; deferred by leave of the /lOBi'H:.

11. Xeed to Complete the Abandoned Karm Zaki Dam Project in Bauchi State
J:lmioll made and Question proposed:

NOU'Slii;m tr;lt' Kafin Zaki Dam Project was inirrjaK~f ill 913 by the Yakubu Gowon Admjnistrarion
am! was proposed as a reservoir with a projected capacity of 2.100 million cubic meters q'n
the Jama'are River:

notes thai me Dam was projected to irrigaic about !2:0.000 hectares of arable laud to support
oroducrion of a potential one million tonnes of sugarcane annually as well as provide over m~L

;,•.iilion jobs in the agricultural sector;

Further notes thai the proposed dam would. when completed. generate about 15 megawatts (If

;-ycIro-ekctric power and 45 megawatts or more from bio-fuels, as well as develop about 100.000
~.,;:e~{Sf annually;

Aware that the Kafin Zaki Dam is a significant project which would greatly enhance the wellbeing
of citizens of Bauchi and the neighbouring Jigawa, Yobe and Bomo States:

Also aware that the benefits derivable from the proposed dam projq;l include the development of
several agro-allied industries. including sugar refinery. flour mills and vegetables as well as pmviding
recreation and tourism potentials for the region;

Concerned that the contract for the construction of the dam. which was first awarded to Dwidag
Nigeria Limited in 1981 by the Shehu Shagari Administration has since been abandoned for
undisclosed reasons and since the abandonment of the first contract. other contracts for construction
of the Dam had been awarded to other companies. yet it has never being completed despite promises "
by successive Administration to ensure its completion; .

Further aware that in 2909. the Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Natural Resources engaged th,
services of Sahel Consult to conduct an Environmental Impact Assessment on K,lfio Zaki Dam and.
after suhlllitting its Report. controversies have arisen from different quarters against the completion
of the project; ~l



c~ lballbe proja:l .-udd engage thousands of citizens in irrigation fanning. Ihcn:b} .di~ir:;
dIeir meam; of livelihood and signiflC3ll(ly contribuling lO the c:conomic gl"OVt1hand dcn:lopmC'D1 (.,*= sub-rqjoa and the counuy 31 Luge:

Ci) ~ Ihe FaIer.d MinL~ ofWatcr RCSOUTCCS. Pt'.'ClL and Works and lloosing to~xpcdi~.::·
action 00 the ~Ielion of-the Kafin Zaki Dam by making pnw~ions fOr the pn'.iLcoct in Ih:"
1.021 Budget estimates:

.ii) DAncbsetbeCOIII1IJliuceson Water Resoarces. Power, and Works tocooduct a public bcaril1f
. and to li:imc with relcvanl slakebolders with a view 10 ensuring that aU faclOrs militalu1g

agaim;.t thecoostrucboo of the dam are resolved 10 ensure that the dam is completed in due
time (110111. AbdllUahi So 'ad Abdu4aJir - l~ii,,~i:WarjifederaJ CQuslitlU'II'(~· •.

Motion rtfnred 10 the Co-*~s OIl Wllkr R~so"rc~s, l'o'M't!r. lUllI Works. pllTSliOlU W Ord« f

£ighl, Rsl£9 (5).

•
13. Nftd tellqlair the Roads at Tobago Juoc::tion and Araromi Sea Sick. A.raromi in llajl' l..ocl!

Govrnunnd Ana, Oado Statr
Motion .~ and QII£'Slion proposed:

The House:

Noles that the roado..leading to Tobago junction and Anmmi Sea Side. in lIa.te Local Govcrnmcut
Area ofOndo ~te arc in a terrible Stale of disrepair and thus making lit difflCull for commuters t"

ply die Toads with case:

AWllT~ lhai duriDf rainy seasons the mads,aTe Fly impassable thereby slowing down cnmomL"

activities in the area: •

DisuttrlJeti tha!l the oootinuerd neglect of the nats deprives the people of the area much revenue whic h
they would have ,.:arnerd and utilize to improve their lives;

Bdieves that unl ess urgent steps are taken by the Federal vovcmmcnt 10 address the deplorable
condition of the mads. economic activiti..~ ';nthe area may wind up Tesuhing to lawlessness neganv c
social, econmnil· aDd political com;cqucnces~

Reg~s that des Jdc ,jrppeals to the Federal Government by cooremcd citizens and stakehokicr~. de
roadsatTobagcl JUIX-1ionandAr<lW"ll' f"ea side in llajc Local Government Area olOndoSlalC remain
in me sta: of (~pai:r:

. -1lLMres 10:

(it ~ titJl\tini5lr! of Ni~ r Delta Affairs and the Niger Delta Development Conuni'S~ion t··

·cmmr.e ce rCIDD iiaJ '1M:d 011 the mad:

(;,) mandar dJc Con1lJliuoe on Works 10 liaUic with the Federal Ministry of Works and Ilousil1~
to addr ss the c~.wknges:
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(iii) also mandate the Committees on Works. Niger Delta Affairs. Niger Delta Development
Conlmissjon. and Legislative Compliance to ensure compliance (11011. Kolade Akinjo ~
llajeiEr,;e-Odo Federal Constituency). '

(HR. 87/03/20201.

Motio« referred 10 The ComlRittees on Works, Niger Delsa Affairs, Niger Della Development
Commisswll, and l..egidatiPt! Colllpljtmce, pUrSUaJllTO Order Eight, Rule. 9 (5).

14. Xred to Re-Assess and Re-Evaluak the Tactical Squads of the ~igeria PolicCForee
Motion made alldQuesriOil proposed:

The House:

NOles that the brutality, overbearing intimidation. recklessness and laek of professionalism on the pan
of the tactical squads of of the Nigeria Police Force, panicularly the Special Anti-Robbery Squad.
otherwise known as SARS, and the Zonal Intervention Squad (ZIS) which have once again been
shown with the recent death of ayoung, vibrant and promising footballer, Tiyamiyu Kazeem of the
Remo Stars Football Club, who met his untimely death on Orileirno-Siun road, in the hands of some
SARS operatives;

Also notes that eases of indiscriminate arrest. illegal detention and torture to exton 'money from both.
young and old members of the public is rife with operatives of SARS cum ZIS and this recent case
is no different;

Recalls that not too long ago, the #ENDSARS campaign was the anthem on the streets of many States
of the Federation anl different platforms on social media, which led to the President setting up (I

'\ panel headed by the Executive Secretary, National Human Rights Commission (NHRC). Mr Anthony
Ojukwu, to investigate and submit reports on the allegations of misconduct against SARS;

Also recalls that the panel came up with recommendations to the President which included among
other things, the dismissal of 37 officers, prosecution of 24 officers, some compensations to be paid.
the renaming of SARS and the creation of State-and Local Government Police in the country;

Aware that in reacting to the recommendations of the panel, the Inspector-General of Police (KiP)
released a statement saying that SARS has been reformed and itemized 6 new terms and conditions
of the operations of SARS:

Worried that the recent death of this young and vibrant man, Tiyamiyu Kazeem has shown however.
that even the Nigeria Police Force cannot bring its officers to abide by the rules of engagement: as
their action was in clear contrast with the terms and conditions of the alleged Reform SARS, and
therefore, actions more effective and lasting needs to be taken:

Also worried that a prolonged negligence of the issue may result into a crisis between the police and
the citizens as evident after the death of Kazccm, when the protector becomes the harm, the protected
will look for ways to defend and shield himself from 'any harm: '"'.
Futher notes the swift and encouraging response of the IGP in disbanding all SARS satellite offices
across Nigeria and the assigning Deputy Inspector-General of Police (DIG), Ogunyanwo to Ogun ..
State from Abuja;

Also aware of the restiveness among the youths, which is being suppressed by the Royal fathers and
elders of the community with the assurance that the matter will not be swept under the carpet and that
justice wilt be served;
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•

•

Recognizes that the efforts of SARS at combating crime. c:s,pcciatr} armed ;i;](~

cannot go unnoticed. but for the unprofessional and overambitious conduct ef S}\RS which tk':, ,"
the whole objective and pales all seemingly achieved gains into nothing when promising he"> :',,-'.
short.

Resolves to:
••

(l) urge the Inspector-General of Police to regularly orientate Officers of the force elml a:'
tactical squads about their obligations and the rights of citizens as contained :;, IT!"'~' : '11':1J':}

Constitution (as amended, and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights:

(ii) also urge thclnsJX."Cior-Gencral of Police to re-examine the objectives oeh'i,d,
establishment of the tactical squads. return them had. io their original concept. ".r:l~·c'm:li.'
their scope of operations and restrict their interference with ci ••il and financial

(iii) further urge the Inspector-General of Police to establish a Special Bureau Una to moue:
Officers of the force including Tactical Squads. arrest and charge errmg officers J
unprefessionalism:

(i\') urge the Federal Government, through the National !luman Rights Commission ,mt!
the Committee on Police A Ifairs to pay unannounced regular oversight v isits to (lIM tk'ucm;"
facilities to affirm that no human rights <ire being violated:

(v) also urge the federal Government to look into the recommendations n~';i:(' 10:1"
panel and in particular the recommendations 10:

(0) strengthening the Information and Communication T(','TImoiog) IIC~ ,If the ~i£',
Police Force,

(b) establishment of State and Local Government POlice.

institutionalizins a Special Invcstiaati .n ;)'1',;,:, ;}, '·""lUll'·"" :,,;;,".,,':d l;

:(~]plaints 'I";;:;lieged hum~l; rig~~<'\'i~:!;:ti(;;;,:<tgo;::; :';;l'~·'" '-' "i:;';l~~I:;~h'.

(l'i'l mandate the Committees on Police Affairs. Justice. an! :';an Rights W '·\;'l'SUig.i!C

recent action by SARS operatives that led to the death or ,":~uyuKazeem, ,lim; ensure
justice is not only done but seen to be done. and report back within six (6) weeks:

(vii) mandate the Committee on Legislative Compliance to ensure compliance (11011. Adewunun
Oriyomi Onanuga -lkellnelSagalJlulRenw Nor:'!' Federal ConstilURllry).

Debate.

Amendments Proposed: •
(i) - Insert a new Prayer (viii) as follows:

"Urge the Federal Government to provide adequate compensation for the family of the
deceased" (Hon. Isiaka Ibrahim - JfolEwekoro Federal COIlSliIUi!llry) .

Question that the amendmem be 1IlLILfe- Agreed to.

t -,

(a) Insen a new Prayer (ix)'as follows:
"Observe a minute silence in honour of the deceased" (Hon. lsiaka Ibrahim - JfolEwekom
FNerol ConstiJuellry).•

Question that the amendmem be made - Agreed 10•

.,~
II" •
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(iii) insert a new Prayer (x) as follows: ,
"Urge the Inspector-General of Police to subject the SARS officers involved in the
unfortunate incidence to mental stability test, and also ensure that all SARS officers undergo
same periodic test to ensure that citizens are in safe hands" (11011. 'Taiwo Olllga
A_vedoade/lTl"\;v/e/isolmn federal COllstifllellcyJ.

Question that the amendmem be mode - Agned to.

Questioll 011the Motioll as amended - Agreed to.

The House:

-s-
Noted that the brutality, overbearing intimidation, recklessness and lack of professionalism on the part -
of the tactical squads of of the Nigeria Police Force, particularly the Special Anti-Robbery Squad.
otherwise known as SARS, and the Zonal Intervention Squad (ZIS) which have once again been
shown with the recent death of a young, vibrant and promising footballer, Tiyamiyu Kazeem of the
Remo Stars Football Club. who met his untimely death on Orileimo-Siun road, in the hands of some
SARS operatives; ;

Also noted that cases of indiscriminate arrest, illegal detention and torture to exton money from both
young and old members of the public is rife with operatives of SARS cum ZIS and this ~ccent case
is no different; .

Recalled that not too long ago, the HENDSARS campaign was the anthem on the streets of many
States of the Federation and different platforms on Social Media, which led to the President setting
up a panel headed by the Executive Secretary. National Human Rights Commission (NHRC):Mr
Anthony Ojukwu, to1.nvestigate and submit reports on the allegations of misconduct against SARS;

Also recalled that the panel came up with recemmendations to the President which included among
other things, the <fISffi!SSalof37 officers. prosecution of 24 officers. some compensations to be paid,
the renaming of SARS and the creation of State and LocaI Government Police in the country;

Aware that in reacting to .rhe recommendations of the panel, the Inspector General of Police released
a statement saying that SARS has been reformed and itemized 6 new terms and conditions of the
operations of SARS;

Worried that the recent death of this young and vibrant man. Tiyamiyu Kazeem has shown however.
that even the Nigeria Police Force cannot bring its officers to abide by the rules of engagement; as
their action was in clear contrast with the terms and conditions of the alleged Reform SARS, and
therefore, actions more effective and lasting needs to be taken;,

Also worried that a prolonged negligence of the issue may result into a crisis between the police and
the citizens as evident after the death of Kazeem, when the protector becomes the harm, the protected
will look for ways to defend and shield himself from any harm;

-'.
Further noted the swift and encouraging response of the IGP in disbanding all SARS satellite offices
across Nigeria and the assigning DIG. Ogunyanwo to 9gun State from Abuja;

Also aware of the restiveness among the youths, which is being suppressed by the R~~aI fathers and
elders of the community with the assurance thafthe matter will not be swept under the carpet and that
justice will be served;

Recognized that the efforts of SARS ;u combating crime. especially armed robbery & kidnappinps
cannot go unnoticed, but for the unprofessional and overambitious conduct of SARS which defea.s
me whole objective and pales allseemingly achieved gains into nothing when promising lives are C!E
short:
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Resolved 10:
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•

16•

(i) urge the Inspector-General of Police to regularly orientate Officers of the force and ;! '

tactical squads about their obligations and the rights of citizens as contained in the 19l
"1

Constitution (as amended) and the Universal Declaration of Iluman Rights:

(ii) also urge the Inspector-General of Police to re-examine the ohjcctiv L" hehind \1_
establishment of the tactical squads. return them hack III their orig inal concept. strc.uuln
their scope of operations and restrict their interference with civil and financial cruncs:

(iii) further urge the Inspector-General of Police lO establish a Special Bureau L.ni: to monu- ,
Officers of the force including Tactical Squads. arrest and charge crrrng otficcr- jl:

unprofessional ism;

(iv) urge the federal Government, through the National Human Rights Commission and ai(lng~i,c
the Committee on Police Affairs to pay unannounced regular oversight visits ttl all dcteru« "
facilities to affirm that no human rights are being violated:

(v) also urge the Federal Government to look into the recommendations of [he TOllY Ojuk \\ II 1,
panel and in particular the recommendations to:

(a) strengthening the Information and Communication Technology IICI Iof the :\ i~a
Police Force.

(b) establishment of State and Local Government Police.

(c) institutionalizing a Special Investigation Panel (SIPlloannuaHy hear .mll dctcrmu.
complaints of alleged human right!' violations against the Nigeria POhCL' lorcc:

(vi) mandate the Committees on Police Affairs. Justice. and Human Rights to investigate ,I ~
recent action by SARS operatives that led to the death of Tiyamiyu Kazeem. and ensure :h::
justice is not only done but seen to be done. and report back within six (6) weeks:

(vi,) urge ~ Federal ~ernmenl to provide adequate compensation for [he family of II.:
• deceased; and

(viii) observe a minute silence in honour of the deceased:

(it) urge the Inspector-General of Police to subject the SARS officers involved in the unfortunate
incideoce to mental stability test. and also ensure that all SARS officers undergo sane
periodic rest to ensure that ci~ are in safe bands: and .•.

(r) also .~r&ndate the Committee on Legislative Compliance to ensure compliance (tilL
81183/2020).

•
A minute silence was observed in honour of the deceased.

Nftd to Curb tile Prrvaknu of ~ CriInt and Child Exploitation in Nigeria

Order read; deferred by leave of the House.
t

Nad to Equip Federal Medical Centers with Modern Laboratories and Diagnosti£ Equi.-eot:

• Order read; deferred by leave of the House .

•
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17. Need to Investigate the Alleged Extortion, Passport Racketeering and Corrupt Practices hX tl«:
:\igeria Immigration Service
Motion made and Question proposed:

The House:

NOles that the Nigeria.Immigration Service is the agency responsible for the production and issuance
of the Nigerian international passport;

Also /lOTeS that the current price for the new standard passport with 32 pages is N2S,O()() while tl«.
64-bnoklet passport costs N3S,OOO and both have a five-year validity period:

Cow crned that there have been several reports of alleged extortion of Nigerians seeking to acquire
international passports by personnel of the Nigeria Immigration Service:

Also concerned that unsuspecting members of the public are made to pay as high as NSO,OOO to SOl11e
immigration officers with a promise to fast track processing of their internatio!lal passport:

Aware that the policy of Treasury Single Account crSA), developed by the International Monctarv
Fund, was fully implemented by President Muhammad Buhari in 2015 to promote accountability and
transparency in public administration, hence Ministries, Departments and Agencies (MDAs) and
Government Owned Enterprises (GOI:s) were directed to transfer all financial assets frOII,
commercial banks to a consolidated revenue fund domiciled in the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN I:

Disturbed that in spite of the inestimable success of the policy, officers of a revenue-gencratinn
agency such as the Nigeria Immigration Service are plagued by the sinister desire to subvert the
policy with the ultimate goal of fattening their pockets, thus impeding the drive for a better Nigeria:

Also disturbed that the collection of cash by immigration personnel, instead of payment through
Rernita. which is the official TSA payment channel, is in gross violation of the policy of the Federal
Government:

Worried that as a result of the unscrupulous activities of officers of the Nigeria Immigration Service
at the various passport offices nationwide, well-meaning Nigerians are being denied legitimate access
to the services of the agency and the country is being bled of millions of revenue through corrupt
personnel:

Also worried that the nsing trend of passport racketeering 'Would expose the country to forcig 11

criminals who may take advantage of the corrupt practices to acquire Nigerian passports and cornm i I,
crimes that could tarnish the country's image:

Cogniinnt of the need to discourage corruption in any form by ensuring that errant officers and the if

cronies are made to face the full wrath of the law;

Resolves To:

(i) urge the Federal Government to investigate the alleged passport racketeering and other
corrupt practices at the offices of the Nigeria Immigration Service with a view to bringing
the culprits to book:

(ii) also urge the Federal Government to ensure that all payments to the Nigeria Immigration
Service are done through the appropriate TSA channel and anyone violating the' terms of the
policy is made to face the full wrath of the law;
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(iii) mandate the Committee on Interior, and Legislative Compliance to ensure implementation
and report back within four (4) weeks (lIon. Chiuedu N. Ogah - Ikwo/Ez:« South Fedctu!
Constituency) .

Debate.

Amendments Proposed:
(i) In Prayer (i), leave out the words "Urge the Federal Government", and insert the \\()J"(,

"mandate the Committee on Interior" tHon, Shehu Koko - Koko-Besse/Marjama l-edcn,

Constituency) .

Question that the amendment be made - Agreed to.

(ii) In the Title immediately after the word "by", insert the words "some officers of" (//IJI .

Ndudi Elutnelu .; Aniocna/Osnimitt Federal Constituency).

Question that the amendment be made - Agreed to.

Question Oil the Motion as amended - Agreed to.

Need to Investigate the Alleged Extortion, Passport Racketeering and Corrupt Practices b\
Some Officers of' the Nigeria Immigration Service:

The House:

Nored that the Nigeria Immigration Service is the agency responsible for the production and issuarx .
of the Nigerian international passport;

Also noted that the current price for the new standard passport with 32 pages is N2s,()()() while tl '
64-booklet passport costs N3S,OOO and both have a five-year validity period:

Concerned that there have been several reports of alleged extortion of Nigerians seeking to acquire
international passports by personnel of the Nigeria Immigration Service:

Also concerned that unsuspecting members of the public are made to pay as high as NsO,()()O to SOIl

immigration officers with a promise to fast track processing of their international passport:

Aware that the policy of Treasury Single Account (TSA), developed by the International Monct.n \
Fund, was fully implemented by President Muhammad Buhari in 2015 to promote accountability .u
transparency in public administration, hense M inistries, Departments and Agenc ics (M DAs) al,:
Government Owned Enterprises (GOEs) were directed to transfer all financial assets Irom
commercial banks to a conso'ridated revenue fund domiciled in the Central Bank of Nigeria (CB:"-i :

Disturbed that in spite of the inestimable success of the policy, officers of a rcvcnuc-gcncratii l:
agency such as the Nigeria Immigration Service are plagued by the sinister desire to subvert tIL'
policy with the ultimate goal offattening their pockets, thus impeding the drive for a better Nigeria:

Also disturbed that the collection of cash by immigration personnel. instead of payment throug 11
Remita, which is the official TSA payment channel. is in gross violation of the policy of the Federal
Government;

\'1 •
Worried. that as a result of the unscrupulous activities of officers of the Nigeria Immigration Service
at the various passport offices nationwide, well-meaning Nigerians are being denied legitimate accc.:
to the services of the agency and the country is being bled of millions of revenue through corrupt
personnel; r-

•
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Also worried, that the rising trend of passport racketeering would expose the country to foreign
criminals who may take advantage of the corrupt practices to acquire Nigerian passports and· commit
crimes that could tarnish the country's image;

Cognizant of the need to discourage corruption in any form by ensuring that errant officers and thei r .
cronies are made to face the full wrath of the law;

Resolved to:

(i) urge the Federal Government to ensure that all payments to the Nigeria Immigration Service
arc done through the appropriate TSA channel and anyone violating the terms of the policy
is made to face the full wrath of the law;

(i) mandate the Committee on Interior to investigate the alleged passport racketeering and other
corrupt practices at the offices of the Nigeria Immigration Service with a view to bringing
the culprits to book;

(iii) also mandate the Committees on Interior, and Legislative Compliance to ensure
implementation and report back within four (4) weeks (HR. 89103/2020).

18. Need for the Federal Government to Procure and Install Landing Facilities at the Margret Ekpo
International Airport, Calabar, Cross River State•
Motion made and Question proposed:

The House:

Notes the role air transportation plays in any modern society;

Alvare that the Margaret Ekpo International Airport, Calabar , Cross River State, does not have
landing facilities, the effect of which is that Aircraft cannot land at the airport at night and can neither
land nor take off in a bad weather no matter the emergency, a situation that has implications on the

. health of the people as well as national security;

Concerned that sometimes for several days, no Aircraft lands at the airport thereby forcing travelers
to f1y through the neighbouring Airport in Uyo, Akwa Ibom State at great expense and
inconvenience;

Also concerned that the deplorable state of the Airport is adversely affecting the economy of Cross
River State which has already suffered enough, first, through the loss of Bakassi to Cameroon and,
then, the loss of 76 oils wells, and now depends on tourism, apart from its meager receipts from the
Federation Account; (>

Convinced that as the first capital of Nigeria and an International Tourist Destinatiorr-Calahar (and
indeed Cross River State) does not deserve the indignity of not being able to use it~ only airport
optimally;

Resolves to:

(i) call on the Minister of Aviation to urgently procure and install landing facilities at the
Margaret Ekpo International Airport, Calabar;

(ii) mandate the Committees on Aviation, and Legislative Compliance to ensure compliance
tHon. Daniel EjfiOllg Asuquo - Akamkpa/Biase Federal Constituency).

Debate.
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Agreed to.

The House:

Nored the role air transportation plays in any modern society:

;1ware that the Margaret Ekpo Intcmational Airport, Calabar , Cross River State. does not ha \ c
landing facilities, the effect of which is that Aircraft cannot land at the airport at night and can ncithrr.
land nor take off in a bad weather no matter the emergency, a situation that has implications on tl.,
health of the people as well as national security:

Concerned that sometimes for several days. no Aircraft lands at the airport thereby forcing tr,\\clc'
to fly through the neighbouring Airport in Uyo , Akwa IbOIl1 State at great expense ,11
. .
mconvcnicncc:

Also concerned that the deplorable state of the Airport is adversely affecting the economy of Ow'
River State which has already suffered enough. first. through the loss of Bakassi to Cameroon am'.
then. the loss of 76 oils wells, and now depends on tourism. apart from its meager receipts from th:
Federation Account:

Convinced that as the first capital of Nigeria and an International Tourist Destination. Calabar «11

indeed Cross River State) does not deserve the indignity of not being able to usc its only airpo
op t i111a IIy :

Resolved to:

(i) call on the Minister of Aviation to urgently procure and install landing facilities at tl.
Margaret Ekpo International Airport. Calabar:

(ii) mandate the Committees on Aviation, and Legislative Compliance to ensure compliance (Ill
90/(3/2020).

19. Orders or the Day
Motion made and Question proposed. "That the Ilouse do set down items 12 - 14 on the Order P:1)1l I

to another legislative day. pursuant to Order Eight. Rule 6 (3)" (/1011. Peter Akpatason Depu.,
l louse Leader).

Agreed to.

20. Adjournment
711arfile llouse do adjourn fill Tuesdav. 10 Maret), 202() at II.()() ({.III. (/1011. /1/1/(/.1'.\(1/1 Ado (;(11/

- l louse l.eaderi.

The House adjourned accordingly at 1.19 p.lII.

Fcrni Ilakecm Ghajahiamiia
Speaker

•
c
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