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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA
VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS
Wednesday, 22 October, 2008
1. The House met at 2.43 p.m. Mr Speaker read Prayers.
2. Votes and Proceedings:
Mr Speaker announced that he had examined and approved the Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday, 21 October, 2008.
By unanimous consent, the Votes and Proceedings was adopted.
3.
Announcement:
Bills Pending in Committees:
Mr Speaker announced that the following Bills were pending in Committees and ordered the concerned Committees to expedite action on them:
Bills
Committee
(i)
Physical Challenged Persons Trust Fund (Establishment) Bill, 2008    Committee on Women Affairs
(ii)        National Council for Widows, Dependant, Children and Orphans (Establishment, Special Provisions, etc.) Bill, 2007
(iii)       Political Parties (Internal Democracy) Regulation Bill, 2008
Committee on Inter/Intra Party
Relation
(iv)       Prisons Bill, 2008
(v)
Passport (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill, 2008

Committee on Interior
(vi)       Federal Character Commission (Amendment) Bill, 2007
 Committee on Federal Character
 Commission
(vii)      Federal National Water Resources Development Bill 2007
 Committee on Water Resources
(viii)     Fines (Penalty units) Bill, 2008
 Committee on Judiciary
(ix)        Nigerian Postal Service Bill, 2008
 Committee on Communications
(x)        Agreement on Avoidance of Double Taxation and Prevention of        Committee on Finance Fiscal Evasion with Respect on Income and Capital Gains Between                              the Federal Republic of Nigeria and the Republic of South Korea                           (Ratification and Enforcement) Bill, 2008
(xi)        Chemical Weapons Prohibition Bill, 2008
Committee on Science and
Technology
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(xii)      Petroleum Refineries (Incentives, Regulation and Miscellaneous    Committee on Petroleum
Provision) Bill, 2008
Resources (Downstream)
(xiii)      Nigerian   Liquefied   Gas   (Fiscal   Incentive   and Assurances)    Committee on Gas Resources (Amendment) Bill, 2008
(xiv)      Federal Animal Health and Husbandry Technologist Registration
etc, Bill, 2007
Committee on Agriculture
(xv)       Veterinary Surgeons (Amendment) Bill, 2008
(xvi)      Nigerian Institute of Translators and Interpreters Bill, 2008
Committee on Education (xvii)     Student Union Activities (Control and Regulations) Amendment Bill, 2008
(xviii)   Pension Reform Act (Amendment) Bill, 2008
 


Committee on Pensions
(xix)      Chartered Pensions Institute of Nigeria Bill, 2008
(xx)       Revolving Loans Funds for Industry (Amendment) Bill, 2007
Committee on Industries
(xxi)      National Sports Commission Bill, 2008
Committee on Sports
(xxii)     National Health Bill, 2008
(xxiii)    Compulsory and Immediate Treatment and Case for Victims of    Committee on Health Bullet Wounds Bill, 2008
(xxiv) Federal Cardiothoracic Centre Bill, 2008
(xxv)     Fundamental Objectives and Directive Principles of State Policy
Implementation Bill, 2008
Committee on Government
Affairs (xxvi) Seat Belt (Mandatory) Bill, 2008
(xxvii) Labour Standards Bill, 2008
Committee on Labour,
(xxviii) Occupational Safety and Health, Bill, 2008
Employment and Productivity
(xxix)   National Building Code (Enforcement) Bill, 2008
Committee on Housing (xxx) Building Regulation Bill, 2008
(xxxi)   Desertification (Control) Commission Bill, 2008
Committee on Environment (xxxii)   National Climate Change Commission Bill, 2008
4.
Petitions:
The following petitions were received and referred to the Committee on Public Petitions:
(i)
Hon. Halims O. Agoda (Ethiope East/Etliiope West   Federal Constituency), from Mr H. N.
Osumhor Esq. on behalf of Mr. Othatu, praying the House to intervene in the alleged unpaid pension arrears with a view to redressing the situation;
(ii) 
Hon. Arole Fancy (Surulere IIFederal Constituency), from 23 wounded ECOMOG Solthers who participated in the Mission in Liberia and Sierra Leone, praying the House to prevail on the Military autfiorities in Nigeria to restore them to their offices, pay their outstanding salaries and grant other reliefs sought therein.
5.
Presentation of Bill:
Coastal Land Erosion (Control) Commission Bill, 2008 — Read the First Time.
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6.
Presentation of Reports:
(i)
Committee on Justice:
Motion made and Question proposed, "That this House do receive the 2007/2008 Sessional Report of the Committee on Justice" (Hon. H. S. Dickson).
Question put and agreed to.
Report laid.
(ii)        Committee on Media and Public Affairs:
Motion made and Question proposed, "That this House do receive the 2007/2008 Sessional Report of the Committee on Media and Public Affairs" (Hon. Labaran Y. Dambatta).
Question put and agreed to.
Report laid.
(iii)       Committee on Culture and Tourism:
Motion made and Question proposed, "That this House do receive the 2007/2008 Sessional Report of the Committee on Culture and Tourism" (Hon. Isa Egah Dobi).
Question put and agreed to.
Report laid.
7.
Adoption of Conference Report on a Bill for an Act to Amend the 2008 Appropriations Act and Parts
A, B, C and D of the Schedule Thereto, 2008 (HB.100):
Motion made and Question proposed,
The Appropriations Bill was passed by the House on 31 July, 2008;
The Senate passed same Bill with some differential;
The two Houses met in a conference to resolve the differences;
A clean copy of the Conference Report is ready for presentation and adoption;
Be it now resolved:
That the Conference Committee Report on a Bill for an Act to Amend the 2008 Appropriations Act and Parts A, B, C and D of the Schedule Thereto, 2008 (HB.100) be adopted by this Honourable House (Hon. Ayoade A. Adeseun).
Question put and agreed to.
8.
A Bill for an Act to Repeal the Trade Unions Act, Trade Disputes Act and make Comprehensive
Provision for Collective Labour Relations and for Matters Connected Therewith, 2008 — Second
Reading:
Motion made and Question proposed, "That a Bill for an Act to Repeal the Trade Unions Act, Trade Disputes Act and make Comprehensive Provision for Collective Labour Relations and for Matters Connected Therewith, 2008 be now read a Second Time" (Hon. Tunde Akogun).
Debate:
Question that the Bill be now read a Second Time, put and agreed to.
Bill read the Second Time and referred to the Joint Committee on Labour, Employment and Productivity and Justice.
228
Wednesday, 22 October, 2008
No. 34
9.
Consideration of Reports:
(i)
Joint Committee on Health and Justice:
Motion made and Question proposed, "That this House do resume consideration of the Report of the Joint Committee on Health and Justice on a Bill for an Act to provide for the Regulation of the Production, Importation, Advertising, Promotion, Sponsorship, Distribution, Sale and Smoking of Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products and to Repeal the Existing Act and for Matters Connected Therewith, 2008 and approve the Recommendations therein" (Adjournedconsideration:21/10/2008) (Hon. Alaba Ojomo).
Question put and agreed to.
Question that the House do resolve into the Committee of Whole to resume consideration of the Bill, put and agreed to.
(HOUSE IN COMMITTEE)
(Mr Deputy Speaker in the Chair)
A Bill for an Act to Provide for the Regulation of the Production,
Importation, Advertising, Promotion, Sponsorship, Distribution, Sale and Smoking of
Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products and to Repeal the Existing Act
and for Matters Connected Therewith
Committee Recommendation:
Clause 18:
(2)
(a)
A designated smoking area must be an area with which is not accessible
to those under 18 years of age.
(b)        Within an indoor or enclosed area, the designed smoking area shall Be a room —
(i)
that is ventilated in such manner as to ensure that air from the
area is directly exhausted to the outside and does not re-circulate or drift to other areas within the public facility;
(ii)        which is separated from the other rooms from the floor to the roof with a door;
(iii)       in which non-smoking individuals do not have to enter the area for any purpose while smoking is occurring; and
(iv)        cleaned or maintained only when smoking is not occurring in the Area.
(c)
Within a partially enclosed area, the designated smoking area shall be an
area which is dearly marked as such and from which mere is no drift of smoke into the rest of the premises.
(3) Should the Manager allocate a designated smoking area as defined Above, he or she shall cause to be displayed therein, clear and prominent notices stating that smoking is only permitted in that designated smoking area whilst prohibited elsewhere within the premises. The notice should include details of the penalty imposed for the offence.
(4) Every notice under subsection (3) shall be posted by the Manager in such a prominent place that all persons entering the area will easily see and be able to clearly read the notice.
(5) A Manager shall be obliged, should a person smoke anywhere other than the designated smoking area or in such a way that smoke drifts from the designated smoking area into the rest of the premises, to take the following action:
(a)
request that person cease smoking forth with indicating the penalty for the
offence;
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(b) should the person continue to smoke, request that the person must cease smoking, move to a different area of the designated smoking area in order that smoke drift is stopped, or leave the premises;
(c) should the person cease to stop smoking, refuse to relocate within the Smoking area and refuse to leave when requested, report the person to an Appropriate law enforcement officer (Hon. Alaba Ojomo).
Amendment Proposed:
Leave outs all the words in the subclause (2) (a) and renumber accordingly (Hon. Chile Igbawua).
Question that the amendment be made, put and agreed to.
Question that Clause 18 as amended, stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.
Committee Recommendation:
Clause 19:
Interpretation.
In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires —
"Adult" means a person who has attained the age of 18 (Hon. Alaba Ojomo).
Question that the meaning of the word "Adult" be as defined in the Interpretation to this Act, put and agreed to.
"Advertisement", in relation to a tobacco product, includes any commercial Communication, representation or reverence communicated through the media or other means:
(a) which is intended to encourage the purchase of a tobacco product, or
(b) which is intended to promote the sale of a tobacco product or encourage its use (Hon. Alaba Ojomo).
Question that the meaning of the word "Advertisement" be as defined in the Interpretation to this Act, put and agreed to.
"Cigarette" means any product that consists wholly or in part of cut, Shredded or manufactured tobacco or any tobacco derivative and roll in a single wrap of paper that is capable of being smoked without further fabrication or processing (Hon. Alaba Ojomo).
Question that the meaning of the word "Cigarette " be as defined in the Interpretation to this Act, put and agreed to.
"Consumer" means an adult who uses tobacco products and when used in connection with sponsored activities, it refers to those who are permitted to attend the particular event (Hon. Alaba Ojomo).
Question that the meaning of the word "Consumer" be as defined in the Interpretation to this Act, put and agreed to.
"Court" includes the Federal High Court, High Court of a State or the High Court of the Federal Capital Territory (Hon. Alaba Ojomo).
Amendment Proposed:
In line 2, immethately after the word "Territory", insert the words "Juvenile Courts" (Hon. Ita Enang).
Question that the amendment be made, put and agreed to.
Question that the meaning of the word "Court" be as defined in the Interpretation to this Act, put and agreed to.
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"Designated Area" means area designated as an area in which smoking is permitted (Hon. Alaba Ojomo).
Amendment Proposed:
Immethately after the word "permitted" insert the words "to which a minor shall have on access" (Hon. Henry Dickson).
Question that the amendment be made, put and agreed to.
Question that the meaning of the words "Designated Area” be as defined in the Interpretation to thiis Act, put and agreed to.
"General Public" means the public as a collective, smokers, non-smokers, adults and children inclusive (Hon. Alaba Ojomo).
Question that the meaning of the words "General Public” be as defined in the Interpretation to this Act, put and agreed to.
"Label" means any written, marked, stamped, printed or graphic matter, affix to, or appearing upon, package (Hon. Alaba Ojomo).
Question that the meaning of the word "Label" be as defined in the Interpretation to diis Act, put and agreed to.
"Minister" means the Minister of the Federal Government of Nigeria charged with the responsibility for Health (Hon. Alaba Ojomo).
Question that the meaning of the word "Minister” be as defined in the Interpretation to diis Act, put and agreed to.
"Minor" means any person under the age of 18 years (Hon. Alaba Ojomo).
Question that the meaning of the word "Minor" be as defined in the Interpretation to this Act, put and agreed to.
"Package" means the container, receptacle or wrapper used in the retail sale of tobacco products (Hon. Alaba Ojomo).
Question that the meaning of the word "Package " be as defined in the Interpretation to this Act, put and agreed to.
"Roll" means a wrapper-box containing 200 sticks or more or less of cigarettes (Hon. Alaba Ojomo).
Amendment Proposed:
Retain the provisions of the Principal Act (Hon. C. I. D. Maduabum).
Question that the amendment be made, put and agreed to.
Question that the meaning of the word "Roll" be as defined in the Interpretation to tin's Act, put and agreed to.
"Packet" means the smallest unit of container, receptacle or wrapper used in the retail sale of tobacco products to consumer (Hon. Alaba Ojomo).
Question that the meaning of the word "Packet" be as defined in the Interpretation to tin's Act, put and agreed to.
"Production" includes the making of cigarettes, cigars, cigarette tobacco Pipe tobacco (by whatever name called) as one of its ingredients and shall include packing, Labelling or re​labeling of tobacco products (Hon. Alaba Ojomo).
Question that the meaning of the word "Production” be as defined in the Interpretation to this Act, put and agreed to.
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"promotion" means any commercial act or activity organized by on or behalf of a manufacturer, importer wholesaler or retailer of tobacco products which is intended directly or indirectly to promote the sale of its tobacco product brands (Hon. Alaba Ojomo).
Question that the meaning of the word "promotion " be as defined in the interpretation to this Act, put and agreed to.
"Public place" includes any indoor or enclosed area to which the public, or a Section of the Public, ordinarily have access, either by express or implied permission either by payment or by invitation (including public conveyance and public workplaces, for example a cinema, shop, restaurant or hotel) (Hon. Alaba Ojomo).
Question that the meaning of the words "Public place " be as defined in the interpretation to this Act, put and agreed to.
"Retailer" means being a person or other entity engaged in the business of selling tobacco

products to consumers (Hon. Alaba Ojomo).
Question that the meaning of the word "Retailer " be as defined in the interpretation to this Act, put and agreed to.
"Sale" includes the supply of cigarettes in exchange for monitory consideration as well as barter and exchange transaction (Hon. Alaba Ojomo).
Question that the meaning of the word "Sale" be as defined in the interpretation to this Act, put and agreed to.
"Smoking" includes being in possession of a lighted pipe, cigar, cheroot or cigarette or the use thereof (Hon. Alaba Ojomo).
Question that the meaning of the word "Smoking " be as defined in the interpretation to this Act, put and agreed to.
"Specified warning" means warnings against the use of cigarettes or other tobacco products to be printed or inscribed on packages of cigarettes or containers of other tobacco products in such form and manner as prescribed on packages of cigarettes or containers of other tobacco products in such form and manner as prescribed by this Act (Hon. Alaba Ojomo).
Question that the meaning of the words "Specified warning" be as defined in the interpretation to this Act, put and agreed to.
"Sponsorship" includes any public or private contribution given in relation to an event, a team or an activity, the purpose of which is the promotion of a brand of cigarettes or other tobacco products (Hon. Alaba Ojomo).
Question that the meaning of the word "Sponsorship” be as defined in the Interpretation to diis Act, put and agreed to.
"Tobacco for Oral use" means all products for oral use, except those intended to be smoked, made wholly or partly of tobacco, in powder or particulate form or in any combination of these forms, especially those presented in sachets, or in a form resembling a food product (Hon. Alaba Ojomo).
Question that the meaning of the words "Tobacco for Oral use " be as defined in the interpretation to this Act, put and agreed to.
"Tobacco product" means a product composed, in whole or in part, of tobacco, including tobacco leaves and any extract of tobacco leaves intended for use by smoking, inhalation, chewing, sniffing or sucking (Hon. Alaba Ojomo).
Question that the meaning of the words "Tobacco product" be as defined in the interpretation to this Act, put and agreed to.
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Committee Recommendation:
Clause 20:
Repeal.
This Bill repeals the Tobacco Smoking (Control) Act No. 20. of 1990 (Hon. Alaba Ojomo) — Agreed to.
Question that Clause 20 stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.
Committee Recommendation: Long Title:
A Bill for an Act to Provide for the Regulation of the Production, Importation, Advertising, Promotion, Sponsorship, Distribution, Sale and Smoking of Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products and to Repeal the Existing Act and for Matters Connected Therewith (Alaba Ojomo) — Agreed to.
Question the Long Title stand part of the Bill, put and agreed to.
Chairman to report Bill.
(HOUSE IN PLENARY)
Mr Deputy Speaker in the Chair, reported that the House in the Committee of Whole resumed consideration of the Bill for an Act to provide for the Regulation of the Production, Importation, Advertising, Promotion, Sponsorship, Distribution, Sale and Smoking of Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products and to Repeal the Existing Act and for Matters Connected Therewith, 2008 and amended Clauses 18 and 19, approved Clauses 20, 21 and the Long Title to the Bill.
Question that the House do adopt the Report of the Committee of Whole, put and agreed to.
(ii)        Joint Committee on Privatization and Commercialization and Power and Steel:
"That this House do consider the Report of the Joint Committee on Privatization and Commercialization and Power and Steel on the Sale of Ajaokuta Steel Company in Kogi State to Global Infrastructure (Nig.) Ltd and approve the Recommendations therein" (Hon. Njida Gella).
Question put and agreed to.
,
Question that the House do resolve into Committee of Whole to consider the Report, put and agreed to.
(HOUSE IN COMMITTEE)
(Mr Deputy Speaker in the Chair)
Recommendations (i):
"The Joint Committee recommends that the decision of the Federal Executive Council be upheld in respect
of Ajaokuta Steel Company Ltd and Nigerian Iron Ore Mining Company (NIOMCO)" (Hon. Njida Gella).
Question put and agreed to.
Recommendations (ii):
That the Federal Executive Council should set up a Presidential Committee to convene a Stakeholders Forum on the way forward for the Nigerian Steel Industry that will culminate into a National Steel Policy in support of Vision 2020 (Hon. Njida Gella).
Amendment Proposed:
Leave out all the words in the Recommendation (Hon. C I. D. Maduabum).
Question that the amendment be made, put and agreed to.
Recommendations (iii):
That the workers' outstanding salaries and allowances should be paid in full (Hon. Njida Gella).
Amendment Proposed:
Immediately after the word "full" insert the words "by the Federal Government" (Hon. Ali Wudil Moh'd.
Question that the amendment be made, put and agreed to.
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Recommendations (iv):
That in respect of KOCH Nigeria Ltd, all the contract outstanding bills on Itakpe be paid after proper
assessment of their claims by the Federal Ministry of Mines and Steel (Hon. Njida Gella).
Amendment Proposed:
Leave out all the words in the Recommendation and insert Hot following instead thereof:
"All outstanding contractual claims be properly ascertained by the Federal Ministry of Mines and Steel and
settled" (Hon. Andrew Uchendu).
Question that the amendment be made, put and agreed to.
Recommendations (v):
That in the future, all transactions concerning Privatization and Commercialization of Public Enterprise must be carried out through the National Council on Privatization (NCP) and Bureau of Public Enterprise (BPE) in accordance with section 1 of the 1999 Public Enterprises (Privatisation and Commercialization) Act (Hon. Njida Gella).
Amendment Proposed:
Leave out all the words in the Recommendation (Hon. Ita Enang)
Question that the amendment be made, put and agreed to.
Further Amendments Proposed:
(i)
Insert & new Recommendation (iv) as follows:
"The Federal Government should set up a Judicial Commission of Enquiry on the Concessioning of the Ajaokuta Steel Company Limited" (Hon. Terngu Tsegba).
Question that the amendment be made, put and agreed to.
(ii)        Insert a new Recommendation (v) as follows:
"That the Federal Government shall fund the completion of me Ajaokuta Steel Company; Itakpe Iron Ore and all rail lines linking the two" (Hon. Aminu Waziri Tambuwal).
Question that the amendment be made, put and agreed to.
Chairman to report proceedings.
(HOUSE IN PLENARY)
Mr Deputy Speaker in the Chair, reported that the House in the Committee of Whole considered the Report of the Joint Committee on Privatization and Commercialization and Power and Steel on the Sale of Ajaokuta Steel Company in Kogi State to Global Infrastructure (Nig.) Ltd and approved Recommendation (i), deleted Recommendation (ii), Amended Recommendations (iii) and (iv), deleted Recommendation (v) and approved new Recommendations (iv) and (v).
Question that the House do adopt the Report of the Committee of Whole, put and agreed to.
10.        Adjournment:
That this House do now adjourn till Thursday 23 October, 2008 at 10.00 a.m. (Hon. Tunde Akogun).
Adjourned accordingly at 5.20 p.m.
Dimeji Sabur Bankole
Speaker
