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1. The Housemetal 2. 10 p.m. Mr Speaker read Prayers;"

2.

3.

Votes and Proceedings:
~~~aker anneuneed tkat he,had examinedand,ap~r~~lUltheV~ WIdProceedi~.'~,,;~es,ct.a~t)8 May.

"':,.1'" i'l
By unanimous consent. the VOles and PrQteedin8s were adOpted/ ' ' t, '; (I~'~,~

.r . '\ ','\ -.'.\, 'I". 'J .-,: 'd\ ~'\.'.
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the Federal Republic of Nigeria: •

\'\ _"" L\

PRESIlJ4

':',)-,1,',; ",;Y\~\"\'

,\ ',q I. '; \;"~\\\:A \~\~":~\\
\\\jJ\":"'.'-~\'.}1! t>\,~\

The RtHon. Alhaji Bello Masari.
Speaker. Hbiise ojRepreselliatives.
National AsseJhb'/y'Comj11ex,' -,
ThreeArtii: ZOne. .v:
Abuja.
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Dear HOIl. Speaker. I
j ..•

IMPOSITIOl'f OF A STA,TE OF EMERGENCY IN PLATEAU STAT/i
,',':~. I__·"~ '\.' ",1"',, r'l ~r.';.".r, ",'<

Attacked herewith. ill"¥~~'rd~nce lVith /;~ction' 305 oli~e.f!i$~f~~fi(,Co&$~itul~~\r, : a Fede~
Gazette of 18th May 2004 drl'Declarqtlt111of a State'of Etnerge1tcy\/If'Pim~'(iu"Sthre-[tit \the n~a iulY actlOll
of the House. '\" ' " " . '\' "", "",':' \,'.',1\I';~\" "',\~, II

'Y \;.L .}\'j'

I jeel' constrained to ,wriie,You this ,let,ter;m:'fec~flt~eveloj1!~e~tl~\'fiff!(~#!.'\s,,~te;~l ,IS ~ t.
Federal Government to bring about peace and ftartMliy. tind the intWiidliIi'W!'Siii't'ilJ'tlil!last;,1"t~'r'itUtlondl
option open to me: the imposition of a state of emergency. '\ \.

MrSJ>eaker. wltile,it is ttu~that ag~-old dijfrreil'ces'eiistedb~wreh'tlte1ldtibi($~~'I!lli cpmmullities
in Piate011Sk:ite/n~st~,related'tO lSSI{eSo~cattli gra~iI~;'#,~qlhl$ of:catt,le.,mId at\il~i~~'reJi$i~~ I '1l!erences.
these probtelns were wetf'1l1onagedlilllil2001. TIt,e viOtl!1lttld,s~~sovtr~C~lloh1i~l~~t~~s,~f'sil1'<{l1l ethnic
and reitgiou; turn cillminating ill the disaster thdt!lOW C'OItfront'i~'4S'itlSoi4tf(ern'P/(ut?iiti. ,',' ",I: '

. " ', -', '" • '\ " ,','.., '.', '(\'"'\,\'\'11 J\~ii(
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We have all made personal and collective sacrifices not just 10 enthrone peare,;stalJilitya,~d
democracy in Nigeria but also to consolidate our democratic enterprise and cultivate new valul!lSo#is<
therefore very painful when that new collective commitment to democracy, peace and security is
compromised, contaminated or mediated in any way or form.

At this stage, it is the belief of Goverl}.me'!:!.based on available security reports as well visible
evidence on ground. that the situation in Platetm'"'S/ate.to say the least, constitutes a challenge to our
democracy, negates the norms of rational human ,nteraction, contradicts the tenets of civil society, and
devalues opportunities for peace, stability, f:oexist"f!,,!C~;Qll(Jsocial justice. It constitutes a grave threat to law
and order and a great danger to security inPfatt!cf#;"$ff1~~ndthe neighbouring States of Bauchi, Nassarawa,
Tara~aan..d.B.'.e~ue.. It is ~heret?re~lear..l).'...a gr:.e~.,.t.t.~r.:e.,a.t.t.0 thoe sec~..rity.alld.,~.:,.ifY.tlO.f}Y,. "'.i!fI...1:j1:.,'a,Even if active
conflict aft!l·killin~ seemingly subside!qr now~l~ fstilaeadsJhat Willeru/1l;~1(r. ~ental acuons are
not taken how at it had subsided and erupted on and oJfsince September 2"001.'> ",..

_~.-. .. :~, :'_"" "'" _,' _ '; ._ <,':', _ _,-,' , _', - 9"; "~." .,r:·_·~~~~.'·:T,.:.;:"
Mr Speaf(et, crisis exists ill ~ll so;ieti'ei: jJ~veVer, the dePth;in(~s/ty~-;nJJ~~ management of

crisis is often in large measure a reflection of the dexterity, capability, vision, credibility and commitment of
those at the helm of a;{fn!rs, p;~'~qy,pQ[ti.tltl~Y,f1lt~~41 Cff"~~there~ n~on ground and no evidence
whatsoever to show thilt the'State Governorl1.as"tl'ieltuerest, desire, colllmttinelu. credibility and capacity 10
promote reconciliation. rehabilitation, forgivelJess~peqce, harmony and stability. /f anything. some of his
utterances. his lackadaisical aititude and seeming uneven~ha'ndedn.ess~verthesalient ~ndcontending issues
presenthinlds notjust part of tTi"eprobtel1i.bid alsef as all instigator iiii(ii/t/,rea-'f'}opeace. piateau Stale'
cannot and must not experience another spate of Violence. killings and dest,actfoll'df;properly, If allowed;
the crisis will engulf the entire nation.

lq ,'_,.,",.,-

Considering.my constitutional responsibility as-President o/theFed:e1JaloJlepublk of Nigeria and
having exhausted all possible avenues to have and to help the Governor of Plateau State to ensure security
of life and property generally in that State. and cognizant of the proven inability and incompetence of the
Governor to maintain security of life and property generally 'in the State alldp(mtirolorlyiiff'l;;angtang,Wase.
and Yelwa-Shendam in the past few months. I havepainfully come to the point that I have to resort to the last
constitutional option available to ensure security of life and propel'l)I!:cf.'ilfllciI11Jln'rQJNigeria and
non-Nigerians alike residing in-any part of Plateau eState. ..,.•:,; ,cit '

Let me place it 011 record that since 2001 wizenI first visited Plateau State as a result of the crisis'
the situation has steadily deteriorated politically largely due to the failure of governance and the gross
inefficiency in managing the rich and robust divf!rsi~<oftheState. Tension and social differences have been
exacerbated rather than building new bridges of-harmony, tolerance. inclusion, and accommodation.
Political. errors have been magnified and politicized...by opportunistic politicians that often put personal
interest above those of thepeople and the State. Vip!enpeh,~ reached unprecedented levels and hundreds have
been killed with much more wounded or displatedt!rom'their homes on account of their ethnic or religious
identification. Schoolingfor children has been ddrupted and interrupted; businesses have and lost billions
of naira and property worth much more destroyed. Christians and Muslims that used to ~~veIOgetherhave
become arch-enemies and the embers of hate have reached totally unacceptable levels. '

,
!

i

Visitors and. investorhave fled or are fleeing Plateau State and t1fe.l~t#~'~b(J;tg,i~Sweshave had
their economies and social life disrupted and dislocated by the influx ofin~~~«~ly,?~$Ji~d,J1er~OI" Among
leaders and ordinary people; the Languageof hate. distrust. violence, imolerance 1~4J;\~ thenorm. Due
to poor leadership. ineffective responses to tension and conflicts, and unguarded statements by political
leaders in the state. nobody seems to be able to be neutral or impartial as you must either be tainted or drawn
to one side or the other. Much more pitifuLis the palpable loss of confidence in thepQJilical leadership of the
State. . .,

The consequence of insensitivity' to existing realities andfailure toput inplace the necessary checks
is what we are witnessing today in Plateau State and its neighbouring Stat(!.s,\7;/J,f?, #,lli{lgs. looting. and
wanton de~~r~f/i9#Qfproper:tY ill Kano are. the,di~ep result. "ofthe m.ls1fUl!J~ge4aJtai.~3',in Pkueau State.
Nothing, of course should be done or said tojustify actions in Kano that must be condemn,ed,llJ.the handiwork
of manipulated irresponsible hoodlums. Following this State of Emergency ill Plateau, thtmifore. in line with
my earlier ad\J~s~to all Governors in their capacity as Chief Security Offic~r~()f{he(r,~s, they are to be
directly held responsiblefor breaches of security in their respective States. No exc«:~e"wil!JJetenablefor SUch
breaches. .. . .

MrSpeaker/ you will agree with me that both Christianity and Islam holdlife, ~sacred. Anyone who
kills C!rip~tigatC$the killing of another human being ~cept on,established jud{c}~ifi«gJjfCl/t.is a murderer
and must be treated as such. The Federal Govemmentand the neighbOltri~R~f!,lt~Al?\fJ.ateallState are
incurring huge expenses in managing the socio-political and economic consequenc~s o[their near collapse
of State authority and the breakdown of law and order in some parts ofPlateau' State and elsewhere.
Opportunities for building' networks' and webs Of dialogue across primordial lines'have been recklessly
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TheGovernor and his deputy, by t~i~declarq.ti()~,~easeto be in-ch.ll'g~tJfth~9J1~!r~t?lPlateau State
for six months in thefirst instance. An Administrqtor tcf11ianagetheaffatrS(JffI4i~U$t(lt~ iii the person of
retired General Chris AU is hereby nominated. . '; ': ,\. " \ ,

. ,.\,,"' .,

. . Th~Plateau ~tate.House of Assembly ~lsoc~O/~f to existas the~ortrlqi!M/{/'!t{~fJp,~yofthe state
wah zmmedwteeJ!ect,.HaVinga StatlfAssembly Inp~SJ(zonunder a 'Stateoj emtrr$e.flt;Y.lSI1iC()n,ruousandmay
not allow for th~ expediti~us'actions that the Administrdtor will need, to put thi!,Staie~~ inio a situation
of peace, harmony, security/or all and maintenan~e,of law and order thr~~ghC?~tth,~Sr.'!le.

It is ~hehope of the Federal Government that the Administrator WW.!1qti'n~i4\~ /(Jwf for the
administration of (h'lState. But ifhe does. it willbei~thefofmofa reg#lqtiim"\yai~j(ItI~submit to the
President fbr consideration by the Federal Executil'iCOI/ncil andpromulgat~(li1Y~~~('Mlor the State.

Mr Speaker, you will agree with me t/wt vi()lence.·brings no g()()(llb,·~,J~ple. It retards
development, scafe~,?way investors. stultifies crelltiv?ty,rin4,c()'!tamina(es'sOC~tfl't~iN:'f>J!I;,'At this pe!~od
when we are.allJ{JInznghands to carry outJar-~e~c,~n~,/ltndam'lntai r~tor".'f fa ,f11$.'1i;i!, gt{Jwfh, stability,
development and,delnocracy, we cannot .a.f!Q.,.d(Jr'to!efate ll~ts of violence.a'!t!.lJe~ff!ift.tqp'~p/eclpitated by
poor and incompetemleadership and insenfi~iVity'to the cq,nditionsoj allthe p#~p}( " " . .

The decision to impose a State of Emergency in Plateau State was basel! o.1.'t~(!;(ollectivedesire 10
strengthen our 'democratic practice, institutions. and values'. This decision wofJld'witHOuttifJubtenhance
security as'well as protect the stability and corporat~txl.ytence a/our na!i(mfo~'~i,~~ ~Y;JuzW died.

I~ is IUyh0l!eand pr~y~~ that thi~six~mJ~t1i"pefio~~ill be ~f~~.h}'; ~~~,d!J?t'!~(r~t~rand all
peace~lovlllgp~op!e tn and outslde.the State .~~~n.~~p.~~c~an~jo!n han1s,t~l'f()~e.;1f!#fft{jt~cvaluesand
enshrine th.e values of trqllsparen~, accoUilta.b~llfj"social Justice, love, $~qIi~.tJ.#jJ~ijil~~~s.sand good
governance. . ":11

I thank you/or your understanding and appreciation 6/the reasons whYthJiStld~i~}EjJ,efgencyhad
to be imposedin Plateau State. I am certfl(n thqt we~~~l all come of thi~$trqflge~,}~rt united and more
committed to democracy and good governance. . . . . ..... ,,: '.

, '. . "" " .', - " ' .~ ,. ..,

Yo~rssincerely,
'i •... t', '\

(i)

(Signed)
OLUSEGUN OI1ASANJO

.j .: .:.. ,:, 1. :', ~ ,'.

4. Ikcl~rati()nori{$tat~or~e~gency i~ P~t~~tiSf~'t.t~
Motionmaae a(lflQueS!iQnproposed. that 'th1.S'it~tiS~~o:

, ~ ',. :.. _i I ' "', '. ,~ ".

rec~ive·ahcl\ . '... ... ...r;· " , ~

Questionpuland (1greedi~.
\.

S.1. No. 4 9f:Z~
(Mf,Spea,ker ill t~J'¢liditJ, I':
. '. ' I \ :_,~. /, .'. -: ':,.' :.'" .~.J _ \'~ ',- . ': t

stATE b~EMERGENCY {PLAT~AO'STAtE) PROCLAMATIb~2004""\ •.'is'
.. ,: X~){;,">~~.'.~·\;:~~' iHhl

COI'!"'!rn~tgn,'!l'l:18th May. 2004
, ".' . ,- ,," . ~... ;

WHE.••.R. EJ\..s th.<;~.•pr.:fl,.'t~.·.·.:u.."~ta."'tfOf •.:,N j~..••.<i.~~~ ,pee.;..•·.,n.,ef..·~.'.'.rl·~#.Cj~'kib..·'.t~~.':·,t~r~s ..'lk.s~..~·~.·.•~'.·.'.1«.·I1· 'W' ,.. 'l.~..·..•~ ..~.•result ofage-old a~j~SiJf~pre~~dic~s':among}ljet*lpJ~ §f.~'t~'~W~yaloqgeth(tifr~(t~~i\j ~j,~ithserious
adverse irnptlcafions'fohhestateofpubUc 6r(Jer'aOO"s~tfititY';' """ .;.\1 ,,,. ') ,1r""
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WHEREASthe Government of Plateau State has been incapable of managing the situationjustlyland equitably
leading to the total collapse of public order and public safety in the State; I

I

WHEREASthere is actual breakdown of public o.roer and public safety in the Plateau State Of.~geria leading
to massive loss of lives and property and creating serious humanitarian calamity within and ou ide the State;

WHEREASthere is clear and present danger of the crisis in in Plateau State spreading beyond .e boundaries
of the State to other States of the Federation; .

i
WHEREASextraordinary measures arc required to restore peace and security in Plateau State; I

Now THEREFORE, in exercise of the powers conferred upon me by Section 305 (1), (3) (c) ~d (d) of the
Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 and of all other powers enabling me in at behalf, I,
OLUSEGUNOBASANJO,President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria hereby make the following roclamation:

I

1. Proclamation of a State of Emergency in Plateau State. I
As from the commencement of this Proclamation. a State of Emergency is hereby dFlared in the
Plateau State of Nigeria (in this Proclamation referred to as "the State"). :

2. Suspension of the Office of the Governor and the State House of Assembly. f:

As from the commencement of this Proclamation. the Office of Executive Governor 0 the State and
the State House of Assembly are hereby suspended ,

I

3. The State to be Administered by an Administrator. i
The State shall for the duration of the emergency be administered by an Administratot who shall be
appointed by me and operate on the basis of such Regulations that may, from time to tre, be issued
byrne. !

4. Citation. !
This Proclamation may be cited as the State of Emergency (Plateau State) Proclamadon 2004.

!

Debate:

Question put:

The House Divided.

Count Taken:

Ayes 261
Noes 30.

Question put and agreed to.

Chairman to report Progress.

(HOUSE IN PLENARy)

Mr Speaker in the Chair, reported that the House in the Committee of Whole, approved the P$'SiOns of the
Instrument for the Proclamation of a State of Emergency in Plateau State by 261 to 30 vot . The House
however, resolved that in respect of new laws to govern Plateau State during the emergency peri • all such laws
must be enacted by the National Assembly, pursuant to Section 11, Subsection (4) of the Co itution of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria. 1999. :

,

Question, that the House do adopt the Report of the Committee of Whole. put and agreed to. i

5. A~omnmem:. !
That this House do now adjourn till Thursday, 20 May, 2004 at 10.00 a.m. (Hon. Abdul Ni"i).

Adjourned accordingly at 4.00 p.m.

Aminu Beno Masari
Speaker
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