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1. “The House met.at 2 IOpm Mr Speaker read Prayers e, o @__7».
2. Votes and Proceedings: o | |
Mr Speaker announced that he had exammed and appmved 1he Votesand Pmccedmgs ef fl‘mesdayt 18 May,
2004. S AR RV Sl
By unanimous consem the Votes and Prot:eedmgs were adbpwda
3. Message from the Pmsndent: o "v"\ ' v | k ; S P

Mr Speaker read the following Message tmm the. Premdems, Comander-m—Chxéf of: the*. y
the Federal Republic of Nigeria:

ITLONRIRN

PRES/134 S

The Rt Hon. Alhaji Bello Masari, ‘ L - \

Speaker, House of Represematrves R Hom T
© Natighal Assetbly’ Complex R A !

771reeArms Zone, " ' . o , 1 |

Dear Hon. Speaker, et Gl B

IMPOSITION OF A STATE OF EMERGENCY IN PLA TEAU STATE

Attached herewith, in-uccordance with Section' 305 of the Mgermh Constitution 199
Gazette of 18th May 2004 on' Declaran(m ofa State of Emergency ni ‘Pldte}m St&té‘ ]:dr‘the né(? }hry action
of the House. S

¥ K P .y V. N
N L R DU LA Y s O

1 féel constrained - to write youi this lettef on recent develoﬁments m Pﬁztéau &a{e ot
 Federal Government to bring abotit peace and harmony, ind the inevitable vesort o' the last Mistitutional
option open to me: the imposition of a slate of emergency. e

Mr Speaker, while it is true that age-old dzﬁ%rem:es existed between'the var?ous elimi communities
in Platéati State mostly related to issues of cattiegramig siéalmg of cattie and at'tinies 'rell‘gtoi ': fc” rences,
these probleins were well managed until 2001. The viofent c‘Iqshes over economic matters égsity an ethnic
and religious furn culminating in the disaster that noi ronfronts us in Sotctlierlz ﬁlat?%lit ol
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We have all made personal and collective sacrifices not just 1o enthrone peate, sstabibity and-

democracy in Nigeria but also to consolidate our democratic enterprise and cultivate new values,. It is-

therefore very painful when that new collective commitment to democracy, peace and security is
compromised, contaminated or mediated in any way or form.

At this stage, it is the belief of Government, based on available security reporis as well visible
evidence on ground, that the situation in Plateaw State to say the least, constitutes a challenge to our
democracy, negates the norms of rational human mteractton contradicts the tenets of civil society, and
devalues opportunities for peace, stability, coexistenceand social justice. It constitutes a grave threat to law
and order and a great danger to security in Pfatea"u ‘Stﬁt@and the neighbouring States of Bauchi, Nassarawa,
Taraba and Benue. 1t is therefore clearly a great inreat to the security and unity of Nigeria. Even if active
conflict and killings seemingly subside for now. itis afacade that will erupfxgqin sdebental actions are
not taken now at it had substded and erupted on and oﬁ' since September 2001

Mr Sﬁeaker crisis exists in all soczettes However the depth, mt’ensity é'(m ¥ emd management of
crisis is often in large measure a reflection of the dexterity, capability, vision, credibility and commitment of
those at the helm of qﬁtﬁ's akeny particulgr; nme, at'today: there is naﬂm\g on ground and no evidence
whatsoever to show that the State Governor has the interest, desire, commitinent, credibility and capacity 10
promote reconciliation, rehabilitation, forgtveness, peqge, harmony and stability. If anything, some of his
utterances, his lackadaisical attitude and seemmg uneven-handedness over the salient and contending issues
present him as not just part of the problen, but also as an instigator and a ‘threat. 1o peace. Plateau State
cannot and must not experience another spate of Violence, killings and destruction of property. If allowed;
the crisis will engulf the entire nation.

~Considering. ny constitutional responsibility as-President of the Federal Republic: of Nigeria and
having exhausted all possible avenues to have and to help the Governor of Plateau State to ensute security
of life and property generally in that State, and cognizant of the proven inability and incompetence of the
Governor to maintain security of life and property generallyin the State andparticutarlyindangtang, Wase,
and Yelwa-Shendam in the past few months, [ have painfully come to the point that I have to resort to the last
constitutional option available to ensure security of life and propcny of al’l'cttimi' af therta and
non-Nigerians alike residing in. any part of Plateau State.: : At

Let me place it on record that since 2001 when 1 first visited Plateau State as a result of the crisis’
the situation has steadily deteriorated politically largely due to the failure of governance and the gross
inefficiency in managing the rich and robust diversity of the State. Tension and social differences have been
exacerbated rather than building new bridges of" harmony, tolerance, inclusion, and accommodation.
Political, - errors have been magnified and politicized by opportunistic politicians that often put personal
interest above those of the people and the State. Violence has reached unprecedented levels and hundreds have
been killed with much more wounded or dtsplaced from their homes on account of their ethnic or religious
identification. Schooling for children has been dzs‘rupted and interrupted; businesses have and lost billions
of naira and property worth much more destroyed. Christians and Muslims that used to live together have
become arch-enemies and the embers of hate have reached totally unacceptable levels.

Visitors and, investor have fled or are fleeing Plateau State and Ihe t;etghbqtmng States have had
their economies and social life disrupted and dislocated by the influx of mterna!ly tm.gplpqedgerson Among
leaders and ordinary people; the language of hate, distrust, violence, intolerance has  become the norm. Due
to poor leadership, mejfecttve responses to tension and conflicts, and unguarded statements by political
leaders in the state, nobody seems to be able 1o be neutral or impartial as you must either be tainted or drawn
to one side or the other. Much more pitiful is the palpable loss of confidence in the political leadership of the
State.

The consequence of insensitivity' to existing realities and failure to put in place the necessary checks
is what we are witnessing today .in Plateau State and its neighbouring States.,The Ltllmgs looting, and
wanton. destructton of property in Kano are the dtrect result of the mtsmanaged aﬁ'atrs in Platequ State.
Nothing, of course should be done or said to justtfy actions in Kano that must be condemned as the handiwork
of manipulated irresponsible hoodlums. Following this State of Emergency in Plateau, therefore in line with
my earlier advise 1o all Governors in their capaczty as Chief Security Officers.of their. States, they are 10 be
directly held responszble for breaches of securtty in their respective States. No excyse will be tenable for such
breaches. :

Mr Speaker, you will agree with me that both Christianity and Islam hold llfe as sacred. Anyone who
kills or msttgotes the killing of another human being except on established Judtctal judgmer,zt is a murderer
and must be treated as such. The Federal Governiment and the netghbourmg .States to. Plateau State are
incurring huge expenses in managing the socio-political and economic consequences of their near collapse
of State authority and the breakdown of law and order in some parts of "Plateau’ State and elsewhere.
Opportunities for: building nerworks and webs of dialogue across primordial lines have been recklessly
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‘,ahuse and)msalts from hts own people.” _

arid ‘h‘ea'ni’Y We need fo ta otforit '
" becorie a near mistual genocule iii the affected areas g gg]e 2 e dd the st E‘

squandered bya Weak and mcorrpetent Qoltf cal leafier l’uxg wht”ch ias’ “"wqed\ dtscontent to Jest r ipto deep
hatred mamfestmg in bzttemess ‘rage and’ destructzo 1. éakle‘}s at )att’ ] Yl‘\ lsn e both a
constitutional, moral as well as political duty to intervené to put a decisive s}op to suc7t Jang‘ero Situations
wherever they. may occur. What has become Clear is that the constttuted aath\otzty in Plateau State
of mainaining law and a(der, gtvmg conﬁa'ence to the peope i

pluralism, and prptectmg ltves an(? propeny of llqttzens ot' eter(mne

Lét me ' givé you somé insights i into’ divect efforts made by the Federal GOVErhmeni‘ to help the

Governor of Plateau State in reachx,ng same acqontmodattoa with the co utuenczesl and co.
make up his state in the intérest of soaal Justtce pgace, and harmong( ! reefings
religipus and, tradmonal e‘r,s“and eaders o thought from Plateati. hac,i,sever’a\ \r ‘valtn consu ‘
political leaders and the Governor of Plateau State. 7%e Federal Government even set ilp a least three
all-embracmg Dpeace commitiees charged wtth ﬁndmg and usmg all pomble ways, and meays to restore peace,
law and order to f’lateau tate The commzttees have been, trated' by vested tnteres*ts z‘ xPlate u State that
were clear[y not on 'ihe sil de &f peaceful coexts tence, incl aston ‘folerance ariéltha’r nony. I nt? é{sonal and
official capaczttes Tha '(‘done everything to ”br'n“ ’lastth Peace 10 Pl "te i Sta‘t%‘\Z{' oth’w’ els q, ‘lhe political
leadership iri the State hfz:s‘:fatled lly 10 uaran ee pea edce @ nd secy “: hzg “‘: ain s‘ iniste ?gs, it has
wittingly and unwhltingly encourages acts that have ‘Subverted peace anc‘i\tranqu’zll iy, R
L At every pomt the GovY nor of ?’lateau ytate etlher made (umself unayg(“ L lfor} i‘he
appropriate action 1q stem the tide of violence or when fte was aya[lagt he was si mply'incomgere
action. His personal tondiict and tmguardea' uiterarices have lnfl ed passtohs 1The latest idénce of gross
dereliction of duty, incompetence and insepsitivity o the situation on groa\n‘d in Plateéa U -gs, well as disregard
and dzsres;pect or constttuted authorttx was, when con ra to t‘ru tton gt Govern “
me befare they Irgve out gf: the couniry. so thal K “eal wzth etr} P ﬁsx W’ hen they g ‘
know where to ﬁnd tﬁem at qutck nottce‘ m cases of emer'gency, the riior of Plateau
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And whén We did returii'to the counfry, i Hrs ”Tr\';ort wa l% *(}‘z ns Fes et gaLl in Abuja
at a time when his State was burning. It was not unf‘ l ues l th of ay thal, 3t 1y Brompting, he

him to visit the areas of conflict and the dtsplaced persons camps that had Sflowed out of t -
adjoining states; he was still making excuses gs. to why he could not do so.

LSRR Y VIR
Mr Speaker, I am sure that you cait ﬁ:lly;agp’re&lgté\;he grave situation I have describ ed thus far.
You can also see evidence of gross rascality mysﬁpl;nﬁ i e;ponst_bf msenfgzgt% =‘: petence. kz
order to confirm and see things for myself un ? LY y 7 &3 n [hursay :
May, 2004. The tour took my entourage and I, including i ve or of au tate o' ‘he ajor centres
of vtolence—Langtang, Yelwa-Shendam, and Wase to see thmgs Jor myself. I al!so took t{hg opportupity to visit
displaced persons in Bauchi State. Even in my company, the Governor's car was ' storiec he did riot escape

Y :1",) Uegli colot & b atvn a3 et o sl ity
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Erom what Isaw an g

the adjoining Sates. Until I visited the areas of disturbances wi overnof, h

locations nor had he visited the displaced persons who had moved to Bau ’ll) §tate smg 2 89?{ 5
arrangements for their return and resettlement back in Plateau State. R

Since my return, I have b iefeJ the ieaJers o} hhﬁa}fonal Assembly. One leader
Senate and House of Representatives g acc ted me on yry four of Plateau and Bauchi States. They saw the
dire situation with their own eyes, they - ea the cries of the people, they experienced the pai
women and children, and they saw the Governor stoned and humiliated by peopﬁw%[e(_t b
own leader. The National Security Council met and after necessary consultations overns
levels, it has become i ed jn. P ‘jﬂate also reverberated i
is threatening Kaduna, aucmaZa_ yripe,. B s assatlg?vgbqu}t the Federal Capi
should and must be stopped. The spill over from ano is already threatening Owerni and
general conclusion i Jhat unless drasiic. immediate and. clear actions were, laken, the viol

again with dire conséquences.
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‘Question put‘ and agréed 10.

' WHEREAS the Plategu §tate ot Nig lgena has been experlencmg lncesqam cr1s1s sxq é

adveise implications for the state of public order and” Security;

Wednesday, 19 May, 2004 No. 9;}.
The Governor and his deputy, by this declaration, cease to be in-charge of the g airs of Plateau State
Jor six months in the first instance. An Admmtstrator tq manage ‘the affairs of . Plateau ate in the person of
retired General Chris All is hereby nominated. e
The Plateau State House of Assembly also ceases to exlst as the formal e‘,gzslanve body of the state
with immediate eﬂ"ect Havmg a StateAssembly in posmon ‘under a state of é emergency is tricongruous and may
not allow for the expedmons actions that the Administrator will need, to put the State back into a situation
of peace, harmony security for all and mamtenance of law and order throughout‘ tbevS‘t‘ate

It is tlze hope of the Federal Govéernment that the Administrator will niot n‘ s! new laws for the
administration of the State. But if he does, it will be in the form ofa regulatton whicﬁ ke will vill submn to the
President for cons:deranon by the Federal Execunve Counczl and promulgated by ' the Prestden

Mr Speaker, you will agree with me that violence brings no goad) 10 any’ , people.
development, scares away investors, stultifies creativity, and contaminates soc:a? lations LAl this period
when we are.all joining hands to carry out far—reachmg fundamental reforms fo en.éure f'aivth stability,
development and democracy, we cannot afford or tolerate acts of violence and desi;" ction, precipitated by
poor and mcompetent leadership and msensmvzty fo the condztzons of all the peaple , o

The decision 1o impose a State of Emergency in Plateau State was based on the collective desire 10
strengthen.our democratic practice, institutions, and values This decision wou‘ld wzthaut doubt enhance
security as well as protect the stability and corporate extstence of our natzon fbr whtéh lllllﬁy have died.

It is my hope and prayer that this six-month’ penod will be used by the Ad»imistrator and all
peace-loving peoplé.in and outside the State 10 bring peace and jom hands to e 0 ; rme values and
enshrine the values of transparency, accouniabzlt soczal justtce, 10ve good hei P llnes.v and good

1 thank you for your understanding and appreciation of the reasons why the’ Staie of Elnergency had
to be inposed in Plateau State. I am certain that we_ shall all come of this stronger, rno:;e united and more
committed to democracy and good governance. .

Yours ;sjincerely_',

(Signed)
OLUSEGUN OBASANJO_{ .

Declaratlon of a’ State of Emergency in Plateau State*

Motion made and Questwn proposed, that tms Housq do

(0] ‘re(.exve and o o ’ e S o ’
(i) consider in the Committee of Whole, the Instrument on the Proclamatmn’b‘f él“ﬁt&\‘é ’*Iff’éhxergency
in Plateay State pursuant to Section 305 (1), (2) and (3) of the Constuunqn of the Federal Republic
of nger > 1 999 and Order XVl (Proceed;ngs on Proclamatxon of ; a Siate f  Emy Ergency) of the
Szandmg Orders (Hon “Abdul Ningp). e

Et S
S e e ek,

 (COMMITTEE OF WHOLE)
S.I. No 4 of 2004

o cons'rmJ'noN OF THE FEDERAL NEPUBLIC
‘ """ OF NIGERIA ibéo“‘ ‘

M7 Speaker in the Chair) " T

BitE

©STATE bﬁ EMERGENCY (PLATEAU STATE) PROCLAMATION 2004

Ay By ey

I G T O A C A R

Colnnzencerne(u.' 18th May, 2004
AFCH 200 Q g result of

1th serious

age-old ammqsxty and,pre_ludiccs among the pe0p1e of tgxe §'tate along ethnip and
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WHEREAS the Government of Plateau State has been incapable of managing the situation justly|and equitably
leading to the total collapse of public order and public safety in the State;

WHEREAS there is actual breakdown of public order and public safety in the Plateau State of Nigeria leading
1o massive loss of lives and property and creating serious humanitarian calamity within and outside the State;

WHEREAS there is clear and present danger of the crisis in in Plateau State spreading beyond the boundaries
of the State to other States of the Federation; ;

I
WHEREAS extraordinary measures arc required to restore peace and security in Plateau State;

Now THEREFORE, in exercise of the powers conferred upon me by Section 305 (1), (3) (¢) and (d) of the
Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 and of all other powers enabling me in that behalf, I,
OLUSEGUN OBASANIJO, President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria hereby make the following Proclamation:

|
i

1. Proclamation of a State of Emergency in Plateau State.
As from the commencement of this Proclamation, a State of Emergency is hereby d#clared in the
Plateau State of Nigeria (in this Proclamation referred to as "the State"). 5

2. . Suspension of the Office of the Governor and the State House of Assembly. |
As from the commencement of this Proclamation, the Office of Executive Governor of the State and
the State House of Assembly are hereby suspended |

3. The State to be Administered by an Administrator. E
The State shall for the duration of the emergency be administered by an Administrator who shall be
appointed by me and operate on the basis of such Regulations that may, from time to time, be issued
by me. |

4. Citation. |
This Proclamation may be cited as the State of Emergency (Plateau State) Proclamathon 2004.

Debate:
Question put:
The House Divided.

Count Taken:

Ayes — 261
Noes — 30.
Question put and agreed to.
Chairman to report Progress.

(HOUSE IN PLENARY)
Mr Speaker in the Chair, reported that the House in the Committee of Whole, approved the prqvisions of the
Instrument for the Proclamation of a State of Emergency in Plateau State by 261 to 30 votes. The House
however, resolved that in respect of new laws to govern Plateau State during the emergency period, all such laws
must be enacted by the National Assembly, pursuant to Section 11, Subsection (4) of the Constitution of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999. |
Question, that the House do adopt the Report of the Committee of Whole, put and agreed to. l

Adjournment:
That this House do now adjoum till Thursday, 20 May, 2004 at 10.00 a.m. (Hon. Abdul Nmkt)

Adjourned accordingly at 4.00 p.m. E

Aminu Bello Masari
Speaker
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