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AN AcT T0 REGULATE THE CONDUCT OF FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT
ELECTIONS : AND OTHER MATTERS CONNECTED THEREWITH

~[6th December, 2001)

 ENaCTED by the National Assembly of the Federal Republic of Nigeria —

ParT1

NATIONAL REGISTER OF VOTERS AND VOTERS' REGISTRATION

1.—(1) The-Commissicn shall compile, maintain and update, on a continuous
basis, a National Voters’ register (in this Act referred to as the “register of Voters™)
which shall include the names of all persons entitled to vote in any Federal, State, or
Local Government Election. '

(2) The Commission shall maintain as part of the Register of Voters a Register for
voters for each state of the Federation and the Federal Capital Territory.

(3) The Commission shal maintain as part of the Register of voters for each
State and Federal Ciﬁital Territory, a Register of Voters for each Local Government
area Council within the State and the Federal Capital Territory.

(4) The Register shall contain in respect of every person the particulars required
in Form EC1A in the Schedule to this Act including the principal name and such one or
raore further names by which a person is usually or may be known and his address
which for the purposes of this Subsection may be the name of a village or in the case
of'atown, the name of the street, if the Commission thinks fit, but no person shall be
registered under a principal name alone being a single name or without his address.

(5) The registration of voters and or the up-dating of the Register of Voters under
this Section shall stop not later than 60 days before any election covered by this Act,

(6) At least 30 days before the commencement of the general registration
exercise aforesaid, the Commission shall issue to al) the Political Parties a booklet
containing the full list of all the Registration Centre in the country.

(7) Every political party shall have the right to send up to two representatives or '

agents to each Registration Centre to observe the registration exercises.
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2.—(1) A person shall be qualified for registration as a voter if such a person :
(@) is acitizen of Nigeria ;
() has attained the age of ecighteen years ;

{c) is ordinarily resident, works in, originates from, or is an indigene of the Local
government Area or Ward covered by the Registration Centre ;

(d) presents himselfto the Registration Officers of the Commission for registration
as a voter within the period stipulated by the Commission for registration of voters ;

(e) is not subject to any legal incapacity to vote under any Laws, Rules or.
Regulations in force in Nigeria.

(2)No person shall register in more than one registration center or register more
than once in the same registration centre,

(3) Any person who contravenes the provisions of Subsection (2) of this section
shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding ®100,000¢
or imprisonment for a term not exceeding one year or both.

3.—(1) A person who before the election is resident in a Constituency other
than the one in which he was registered may apply to the Resident Electoral
Commissioner of the State where he is currently resident for his name to be entered on
the Transferred Voters List for the Constituency.

(2) An application under Subsection (1) of this section shall be accompanied
by the applicant’s voters card and be made not less than 30 days before the date of an
election in the Constituency where the applicant is resident ;

(3) The Resident Electoral Commissioner to whom an application is made under
the provision of this section shall cause to be entered the applicant’s name in the
Transferred Voters® List if he is satisfied that the applicant is resident in a polling area
in the Constituency and is registered in another Constituency.

(4) Whenever an Electoral Officer on the direction of the Resident Electoral
Commissiorier enters the name of any person on the Transferred Voters’ List for his
Constituency he shall — ‘

(a) assign that person to a Rolling station or a polling area in his Constituency
and indicate in the list the Polling area or polling statiop t0 which that person is
assigned ; ‘

(b) issue the person with a new voters’ card ; and

(c) send a copy of the entry to the Electoral Officer of the Constituency where
the person whose name has been so entered was originaily registered and upon the
receipt of this entry, that Electoral Officer shall delete the name from his voters’ list.

4.—(1) Forthe purpose of maintaining and updating the Voters’ Register, the
Commission shall appoint such registration, revision, or update officers as it may
require, provided that such officers shall not be members of any Political Party.
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(2) Any person may raise an objecuon against any ofﬁcerdumng the regxstranon
and or updating exercise and fmlure toraise such objection shall not vitiate the Reguter

(3) The officers appoint¢d under Subsection (1) of this section shall exercise
such functions and duties as may be specified by the Commission, in accordance with
the provisions of this Act, and they shall not be subject to the dn'ecnon; or control of

any other person or authority other thafi the Commission in the performance of their
functions and duties.

5.—(1) Each Electoral Officer shall have char-ge and- custody of the voters’

register for his Local Gpvernment Area vnder the general supervision of the Resident
Electoral Commission.

{2) The voters’ register shall be kept in such form as may be-prescribed by the
Commission. .

, 6. In the performance of his ot her duties under this Act, a registration officer
and an update officer may —

" (a) demand from any apphcmt the mformatlon necessary to enable him to

ascertain whether the applicant is qualified to b registered as a voter in accordance
with the provisions of this Act ;

(b) required any- voter or applncant to complete an apphcanon within a period
specified by the Commission.

- 7.—(1) The Commission shall design, prinf and control the-issuance of voters’
cards to voters whose name appear in the register. -

(2) No voter shall hold more than one valid voter’s card,

(3) Any person who contravenes Subsection (2) of this section commits an
offence and is liable, on conviction, to a fine not excebdmg NIOO 000 or imprisonment
not exceeding one year or both. ‘

(4) The Commission may, wheneﬂzr it considers ltnecessary, replace all or any
. voters’ cards for the time being held by voters.

8.—(1) Whenever a voter’s card is lost, destroyed, defaced, torn or otherwise
damaged, the voter shall at least seven days before polling day, apply in person to the
Electoral Officer or any other officer duly authorised for that purpose by the Resident
Electoral Commissioner, stating the circumstances of that loss, destruction, defacement
or damage.

(2) Ifthe Electoral Officer or that other officer is satisfied as to the circumstances
of the loss, destruction, defacement or damage of the voter’s card, he shall issue to
the voter a duplicate copy of the voter’s original voter’s card with the word
“DUPLICATE?” clearly marked or printed on it, showing the date of issue.

(3) No person shall issue a duplicate voter’s card to any voter on polling day or
within seven days before polling day.

(4) Any person who contravenes Subsection (3) of this ‘section commits an
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offence and is liable on conviction, to afine not exceeding ¥4100,000 or imprisonment
not exceeding one year or both.

9.—(1) The Commission shall cause a voters’ register for each state to be printed,
and any person may obtain from the Commission, on payment of such charges and
subject to such conditions as may be prescribed, copies of any voters’ register for the
State or foy'a Local Government Area or Ward within it.

(2) Where the voters’ register has been printed under this gection immediately
before any election ora  by-¢lection and it contains the names of the voters who will be
entitled to vote at that election, the Commission may publish a notice declaring that
the printed voters’ register shall be used for the purpose of identification of voters as
that election.

10.—(1) Subject to the provisions of Section 2 (2) of this Act, the Commission
shall by notice appoint a period of not less than 5 days and not exceeding 14 days,
during which a copy of the voters’ register for each Local Government Area or Ward
shall be displayed for public scrutiny and during which period any objectiens or
complaints in relation to the names omitted, or included in the voters’ register or in
relation to any necessary corrections, shall be raised or filed.

(2) During the period of the display of the voters’ register under this Act, any

person may raise an objection on the form prescribed by the Commission against the
inclusion in the voters’ register of any name of a person on grounds that the person is
not qualified to vote or to be registered as voter in the State, Local Government Area,
or Ward or that the name of a person qualified to vote or to be registered has been
omitted-or that a name of a deceased person is included.

(3) Any ohjection under Subsection (2) of this section shall be addressed to the
Resident Electoral Commissioner through the Electoral Officer in charge of the Local
Government Area of the person raising the objection.

11.—The Comunission may appoint as a Revision Officer any person to hear and
determine claims for and objection to an entry in or omission from the preliminary list
and may appoint such number of other persons as it deems necessary te assist the
Revision Officer.

12.—The proprietary rights in any voter’s card issued to any voter shall vest in
the Commission.

13.—Any person who —

(a) is lawfully in possession of any voter’s card whether issued in the name of
any voter or not ; or

(b) sells or attempts to sell or offers to sell any voters’ card whether issued in the
name of any voter or not ; or

(¢) buys or offers to buy any voter’s card whether on his or her behalf or on
behalf of any other person, commits an offence and is liable, on conviction, toa fine
not exceeding 200,000 or imprisonment not exceeding two years or both.

b o B o bt ey
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14—(1) Any person who — Offences
. L relating to
(a) makes a false statement in any application for registration as a voter knowing  registration
it to be false ; or of voters.

(b) after demand or requisition made of him under (a) or (b) of section 6 without
just cause, fails to give any such information as he or she possesses or does not
give the information within the time specified; or

(c) inthe name of any other person, whether living or dead or fictitious, signs an
application form for registration as a voter to have that other person registered as
a voter ; or

(d) transmits or is concerned in transmitting to any person as genuine a
declaration relating to registration which is false in any material particular,
knowing it to be false ; or

(e) by himself or any other person procures the registration of himself or any
other person on a voter’s register for a State, knowing that he or that other person
is not entitled to be registered on that votey’s register or is already registered on it
or on another voter’s register ; or

(f) by himself or any other person procures the registration of a fictitious person,
commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding 100,000 or
imprisonment not exceeding one year or both.

(2) Any person who —

{a) by duress, including threats of any kind causes or induces any person or
persons generally to refrain from registering as a voter or voters ;

¢b) in any way hinders a person from registering as a voter, commits an offence
and is liable on conviction, to-a fine not exceeding ]4200,000 or imprisonment not
exceeding two years or both. :

PartIl
PROCEDURE AT ELECTIONS

15.—(1) Election-to- dEl:ction
. ates.
(a) to the office of the Bresident and Vice-President and to the Senate and House

of Representatives,

(b) to the office of Governer and Deputy Governor and House of Assembly of a
State ; and

(¢) the Chairman and Vice Chairman and members of a Local Government ot Area
Council, shall be held on the date appointed by the Commission.

(2) An election to the offices mentioned under Subsection (1) {a) of this section
shall be held on a date not earlier than 60 days and not later than 30 days before the
expiration of the term of office of the last holder of that office.

(3) The date mentioned in Subsection (1) and (2) of this section shall not be
earlier than 60 days before and not later than the date on which the House stands
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dissolved, or where the election is to fiH a vacancy occurring more than three months

before such date, not later than a month after the vacancy occurred.

(4) The dissolution of the Senate and the House of Representative and the
House of Assembly of a State shall be in accordance with the provisions of section 64
and 105 respectively of the Constitution and the dissolution of Local Government
shall be in accordance with the provisions of section 119 of this Act

(5) The Commission shall not later than 150 days before the dates appomted in
Subsections (1)} and (2) of this section publish a notice stating the date of the election
in each Constituency in respect of which an election is to be held;

(6) The elections to which this Act relate shall be held in the following order,
namely —

(a) Federal Elections, that is to say, election to the office of Presidentand Vice-
President, Senate and House of Representatives ;

() State Elections, that is to say, elections to the office of Governor and Deputy-
Governor and House of Assembly of a State ; and

(c) Local Government Elections, that is to say, election to the office of Chairman,
Vice-Chairman and members of Local Government Council,

on a date to be appointed by the Commission in respect of (@) and (), and by the
State Commission in respect of (c)

ProviDED that a period of not less than 2 weeks shall elapse between the Federul
Elections and the State Elections and between the State Elections and the Local
Government Elections.

16.—(1} Where a date has been appointed for the holding of an election, and
there is reason to believe that a serious breach of the peace is likely to occur if the
election is proceeded with on that date or it is impossible to conduct the elections as
a result of natural disasters or other emergencies, the Commission may postpone the
election and shall in respect of the area, or areas concerned, appoint another date for
the holding of the postponed elections.

(2) Where an election is postponed under this Act on or after the last date for the
delivery of nomination papers, and-a poll has to be taken between the candidates then
nominated, the Electoral Officer shall, on a new date being appointed for the election,
proceed as if the date appointed were the date for the taking of the poll between the
candidates.

(3) Where the Commission -appoints a substituted date in accordance with
Subsections (1) and (2) of this section, there shall be no return for the election until
polling has taken place in the area or areas affected.

(4) Notwithstanding the provision of Subsection (3) of this section, the
Commission may, if satisfied that the result of the election will not be affected by
voting in the area or areas in respect of which substituted dates have been appointed,
direct that a return of the election be made.
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(5) The decision of the Commission under Subsection (4) above may be
challenged by any of the contestants at a Court of Law or fribunal of competent
Jurisdiction and on such challenge, the decision shal! be suspended until the matter is
determined.

17.—(1)} Whenever a vacancy occurs in any Legislative House, the President
of the Senate (in the case of a vacancy occurring in the Senate) or the Speaker of the
House of Representatives or the House of Assembly of a State (in the case of vacancy
occurring in that House) shall within 14 days of that vacancy occurring, cause the
Clerk of such House to send a notice in writing to the Commiission.for an election to fill
the vacancy. :

(2) Ifafter 14 days of that vacancy occurring, no-notice is sent to the Cominission
according to the provisions of this Section, the Resident Electoral Commissioner of
the State or Federal Capital Territory, of the Constituency, or Senatorial District within
which the vacancy occurs, shall notlfy the Commission in writing of that vacancy
accurring,

(3) This shall serve as a valid notice to the Commission of that vacancy in that
Constituency or Senatorial District.

18.—(1) A person shall be entitled to vote ata polhng station where he is
registered as a voter

(2) Persons awaiting trmtshall be entitled to vote when appropnate arrangements

have been made therefore byit‘hC Commlssmn

19.—(1) For-the purpose of directing and supervising all elections under this
Act. the Chairman of the Commission (hereinafter referred to as the “Chairman”) shall
be the Chief Natlonal Electoral Officer of the Federation, subject to the control of the
Commission.

(2) Subject to the control and direction of the Commission and the proviéions of
this Act, a Resident Electoral Commissioner shall perform the functions of the Chief
Electoral Officer in a State including the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja. '

(3) The Chairman of the Commission shall act as the R‘efuming Officer for the
election into the office of the President, and Vice-President of the Federation.

{4) (a) The Resident Electoral Commissioner of a"State or hié,representative ina
Constituency shall act as the Returning Officer for election into the office of State
Governors, and members of the National and State Assemblies.

{b) the Local Government Electoral Officer shall act as Returning Officer for
election to the office of Local Government Chairman and Councillor.

(c) results of all the elections shall be announced at the polling station —
(i) by the Presiding officer at the Polling Station ;
(if) by the Ward Returning Officer at the Ward Collation Centre ;

(iif) by the Returning Officer, at the Local Government Area Collation
Centre ;
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(i) at the Federal Constituency k:)y the Returning Officer at the Federal
Constituency Collation Centre ;

(v) by the Returning Officer at the Senatorial District CoHation Centre ; and
(vi) atthe Governorship elections by the Resident Electoral Officer.

(5) No person who is amember of a political party or who has openly expressed
support for any candidate shall be appointed into any position for the purposes of
registration of voters or elections under this Act.

20.—(1) For each election held under Section 15 of this Act, the Commission
shall appoint Presiding Officers and Returning Officers. '

(2) The Chairman shall act as the Returning Officer for the election into office of
the President, and Vice-President of the Federation.

(3) No person who is a member of a political party or who has openly expressed
support for a candidate shall be appointed a returning officer.

(4) The Commission shall, for the purpose of election under Section 15 of this
Act, appoint a Presiding Officer, a poll clerk for each polling station and such other
officers as may be requjred by the Commission, provided that such officers shall not
be registered members of any political party or persons who have publicly expressed
support for a political party or candidate.

(5) Not less than 30 days prior to the date of the election, the Commission shall
publish in at least three National Newspapers, the names, addresses and professions
of Returning Officers, appointed under this Act.

(6) Within five days of the publication of the notice required by Subsection (7) of
this section, - a person may by notice in writing, addressed to the Resident Electoral

Commissioner in his State object to the appointment of the person as Returning Officer
or Presiding Officer.

{7) The notice provided for in Subsection (5) shall state concisely the grounds
for which ghe person should be disqualified for appointment as a Returning Officer or
a Presiding Officer and the grounds of such objection must comply with Subsections
(4) and (5) of this section.

(8) Where the Commission finds that the objecfor has presented sufficient
evidence in support of the objection, the appointment shail be cancelled.

21.—(1) For the purpose of the elections under the provisions of section 15 of
this Act, the Commission shall appoint an Electoral Officer for each Local Government
Area.

(2) All Electoral Officers. Presiding Officer, and Returning Officers shall affirm or
swear an oath of Loyalty and neutrality indicating that they would not accept bribe or
gratification from any person. and shall perform their functions and duties impartially
and in the interests of the Federal Republic of Nigeria without fear or favour.
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22. The Commission shall for the purpose of an election under this Act appoint
such other officers as may be required provided that they shall not be registered
members of any Political Party. J

23.—(1) Not less than 90 days before the date appointed for holding of an
election under this Act, the Commission shall publish a notice in each State of the
Federation and the Federal Capital Territory —

{a) stating the date of the elections ; and
{b) appointing the place at whichk nomination papers are delivered.

(2) The notice shall be published in each censtituency in respect of which an
election is to be held

ProvipeD that in the case of a bye-election, the Commission shall, not later than 14
days before the date appointed for the election, publish. a notice stating the date of the
election. ‘

24.—(1) the Commission may designate such public buildings or places to be
used as Polling Stations or Units as it deems appropriate.

(2) The residents and palaces of traditional rulers, places of worship and
clubhouses shall not be designated as polling stations or units.

25.—(1) Every political party shall not later than 90 days before the date appointed
for a general elections under the provisions of this Act, submit 10 the Commission in
the prescribed forms the list of the candidates the Party proposes to sponsor at the
elections. '

(2) The list shall be accompanied by an Affidavit swom to by each of the .

candidates at the High Court of a State, indicating that he —

(a) is a citizen of Nigeria and has attained the age of ;
() 35 years for election into the Senate ; and

(i) 30 years for election to the House of Representatlves and House of
Assembly of a State ;-

(b) is a registered voter ;
(c) has been educated up 1o at least School Certificate level or its equivalent ;
{d) is-a member of a political party and is sponsorfed by that party ;

(€) has produced evidence of payment of tax as and when due or tax exemption
for a period of three years preceding the year of the election ;

() has not voluntarily acquired the citizenship of a country other than Nigeria,
and has not made a declaration of allegiance to such country ;

(g) has not been adjudged to be a lunatic or otherwise declared to be of unsound
mind under by law in force in any part of Nigeria ;

«{h) is not under a sentence of death imposed on him by any competent court of
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law or tribunal in Nigeria or a sentence of imprisonment or fine for an offence -
involving dishonesty or fraud (by whatever name called) or any other offence
imposed on him by such a court or tribunal or submitted by a competent authonty
for any other sentence imposed on him by such a court : :

) withina period of less than ten years before the date of the election concerned,
he has not been convicted or sentenced for an offence involving dishonesty or he
has not been found guilty of a contravention of the Code of Conduct ;

(/) is not an undercharged bankrupt, and has not been adjudged or otherwisg
declared bankrupt under any law in force in any part of Nigeria ; ;

(k) being a person employed in the public service of the Federation or of a State,
he has resigned, wvithdrawn or retired from such employment 30 days before the
date of the election ;

(#) is not a member of a secret society ;

(m) has not been indicted for embezzlement or fraud by a Judicial Commission of
Inquiry or an Administrative Panel of Inquiry or a Tribunal set up under the Tribunals
of Inquiry Act, a Tribunals of Inquiry Law, or any other Federal or state Government
Law which indictment has-been accepted by the Federal or State Government
respectively ; or »

(#) has not presented a forged certificate or a forged or false declaration to the
Commission ; '

(o) has not within a periog of ten years preceding the election been convicted of
any drug related offence or money laundering;

(p) has not within the preceding period of 10-years presented a falsified document
or given false information for the purposes of nomination.

(3) In the case of election to the office of the President and Vice-President of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria or the Governor and Deputy Governor of a State, the
Affidavit sworn to at the High Court of a State shall in addition to the information
required in Subsectiond2) above indicate that the candidate —

(a) has attained the age of —-

() 40 years for President and Vice-président ; and

(i) 35 years for Governor and Deputy Governor of a State ; and
() fulfilled all other anstitui:ibnal feqqirements. .

(4) The list of the candidates and the Affidavits shall also be sent by the Political .
Party to the Commissioner of Police of the State where the election is to be held, and to
the Attorney-General of the Federation.

(5) The Commission shall, within 7 days of the receipt of the personal particulars
of the candidates, publish same in the constituency where the candidate intends to

3 contest the election.

(6) Any person who has reasonable ground to believe that any information
given by a candidate in the Affidavit is false, may submit a petition to the Commission,
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the State Commissioner of Police, and the Federal Attorney-General specifying the
grounds for such petition, with evidence to support the allegations.

(7) If after appropriaté investigations by the aforementioned bodies, it is
discovered by the Commission that any of the information provided by the candidate
is false, he shall be aytomatically disqualified from contesting the elections and i
already elected, he shall antomatically vacate the office concerned and the next candidate
with the highest number of votes and who meets the constitutional requirements for
the position shall be declared elected provided that the aforementioned badies shall
state the reason or reasons for the disqualification. .

(8) The Attorney-General of the Federation may in addition iﬂitiate criminal
proceedings where appropriate against the candidate and if convicted he or she shall
be sentenced to a fing of 200,000 or to imprisonment for two years or both.

(9) Any Political Party which knowingly or recklessly presents to the Commiission
the name of a candidate who does not meet the qualifications stipulated in this section,
shall be guilty of an offence under this section, and on.conviction shall be liableto a
fine of H500,000; and be disqualified from participating in future elections fot that
particular office in the same Constituency for a period of five years.

(10) The decision of the Commission asto the qualification or disqualification
of a candidate for an election may be challenged by a candidate. Any legal action
challenging the decision of the Commission shall commence within five working days
and be disposed of not later than one week before the election.

26.—(1) No person shall nominate more- than one person for an election to the
same office.

(2) Any person who contravenes Subsection (1) of this section shall be guilty of
an offence and on conviction be liable to a fine of 20,000 er 1 month imprisonment or
both but his action shall not invalidate the nomination.

(3) No account shall be taken of the signature of aperson on a nomination paper
where the candidate has died, withdrawn or where the nomination p=:i=- was held
invalid.

(4) No person who has subscribed as a nominator shall so long as the candidate
stands nominated withdraw his nomination.

27. Any candidate being a member of a political party wno wishes to contest an
election on the platform of another political party may signify his inten jon in writing to
his party and the Commission not later than 30 days to the dat- 51 ~lection.

28. The Commission shall at least fourteen (14) days vefore the day of the
election publish by displaying or causing to be displayed at the place or places appointed
for the delivery of nomination papers and in such other places as it deems fit, a
statement of the full names of al} candidates standing nominated and the persons
nominating them with their respective addresses and occupations.

29.—(1) A candidate may withdraw his candidature by notice in writing signed
by him and delivered by himself to the Political Party that nominated him for the
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election, and the Political Party shall convey such withdrawal to the Commission;
withdrawal shall only be allowed not later than 14 days to the election.

(2) Where a candidate withdraws as provided in Subsection (1) of this section,
his Political Party shall be allowed to'nominate ancther candidate,

' (3) Renomination under this section shall only be allowed not later than 14 days
before the date of the election.

30.—(1) [fafter the time for the delivery of nomination paper and before the
commencement of the poll, a nominated candidates dies, the Chief Electoral
Commissioner or the Resident Electoral Commissioner shall, being satisfied of the fact
of the death, countermand the poll in which the deceased candidate was to participate
and the Commission shall appoint some other convenient date for the election.

(2) The list of voters to be used at a postponed election shall be the official
register of voters, which was to be used if the election has not been postponed.

31. If a nomination form, signed by a candidate and by the person nominating
him, is fodged in more tham one constituency, his candidature shall be void in each
constituency. ‘

32, Where at the close of nomination there is no candidate validly nominated,
the Commission shall extend the time for nomination and fix a new date for the election.

33.—(1) A candidate and his party shall campaign for the elections in accordance
with such rules and regulations as may be determined by the Commission.

(2) State apparatus including the media shall not be employed to the advantage
or disadvantage of any political party or candidate at any election.

(3) Media time shall be allocated equally among the political parties at similar
hours of the day.

(4) At any public electronic media, equal airtime shall be allotted to all political
parties during prime times at similar hours each day, suljject to the payment_of
appropriate fees,

(5) At any public print media, equal coverage and conspicuity shall be allotted
+~all political parties.

(6) Any public media that contravenes Subsection 3 and 4 of this section shall
be guilty of an offence and on conviction be liable to a fine of #4500,000 in the first
instance and to 4 fine of 11,000,000 for subsequent conviction.

34. Subject to the other provisions of this Act, if after the latest time for the
delivery of nomination papers and the.withdrawal of candidates for an election under
this \ct, more than one person remains validly nominated, a poll shall be taken,

35. A poli shall take place in accordance with the provisions of this Act with
respect to the following that is—
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(a)in the case of an election to the office of the President or Governor 67 a State,
whether or not only one person is validly nominated in respect ot sucn sffice ;

(k) in the case of an election in respect of any other office, if after the expiry of
the time of delivery of nus:vination papers there is more than one person standing
nominated.

. 36.—(1) [fafter the expiry of time for dulivery of nomination pap:ers and withdrawal
of candidates an:i the extension of time & provid.d for in this Act there is onlv one
person whose nams is validly nominated in respect of e eieciion, other than o the
office of President or Governor, that person shall be declared elected.

(2} Where a person is declared elected under the provisiors of Subsection (1) of
this section, a declaration of result Form as may bz prescribed shall bé wompleted and
copy thereof issued to the pergon by the Returning Officer while the original of the
form shall be returned to the Commission as in the case of a contested eiection.

37. The Commission shall establish sufficient number =7 Polling Stations in
each ward and shall allot voters in such Polling Statiors.

38. The C:»mmission shall provide suitable boxes for the conduct of elections.

39,-—(1) The Comenission shall p:é'scribe the format of the ballot papers which
shail include the symbols adopted by the Potitical Party of the candidate and such
other informavion as it may require.

(2) The ballot papers shall be bound in booklets and numbered serially with
differentiating colours for each office being contested.

40.—(1) Allpolitical parties may by notice in writing signed by and addressed
to the Electoral Officer uf the Local Government Area appoint person (s) in this' Act
refetred to a§ a “Pulling Agent” to attend at each polling station in the Local Government
Area for which they have candidate (s), and the notice shall set out the name and
addresses of the polling agent (s) and be given to the Efectoral Officer before the date
fixed for the election. N

(2) Notwithstanding the requirements of Subsection (1) of this section, a
candidate shall not be precluded from doing any act or thing which he has appointed
a polling agent to do on his behalf under this Act. -

(3) Where in this Act, an act cr,thing is required or authorised o be done by or
in the presence of a Polling Agent, the non-attendance of the Polling Agent at the time
and place appointed for the act or thing or refusal by the Polling Agent to do the act or
thing shall not if the act or thing is otherwise done properiy, invalidate the act or thing.

41. The Commission shall not later than fourtezn days before the duy of the
election cause to be published, in such manner as it may deen fit a notice specifying
the following matters, that is to say-

() the day and hours fixed for the pdll

(h)by way of indication, the personsentitled to vote; and location of the polling stations.
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Hour ov Poll 42, For a particular election voting shall take place on the same day and at we
same time throughout the Federation,

Displdy of 43.—(1) Atthe hour fixed for opening of the poll, before the commencement of

ballet box. voting, the Presiding Officer shall open the empty ballot box and show same to such

persons as may lawfully be present at the Polling Station and shall then close and seal
the box in such manner as to prevent its being opened by unauthorised person (s).

(2) The ballot box. shall then be placed in full view of all present, and d&30
maintained until the close of poll.

Issue of ballot 44.—(1) Every person intending to vote shall present himself to a Presiding
boxes. Officer at the polling unit in the Constituency in which his name is registeted with his
voters’ card.

'(2) The Presiding Officer shall on being satisfied that the nhame of the person is
on the Register of Voters, issue him a ballot paper, and indicate on the Register that the
person has voted.

Right to 45, A candidate or a Polling Agent may challenge the right or a person to

challenge receive a Ballot paper on such grounds and in accordance with such procedures as are

issue of provided for in this Act,

ballot paper. :

scparate 46. The Presiding Officer shall separate the queue between men and women if in

&fﬁea:gr that area of the country the culture is such that it does not permit the mingling of men
_ women. and women in the same queue.

Conduct of 47—(1) Voting at an election under this Act shall be by open secret ballot.

poll by . . .

open-secret (2) A voter on receiving a ballot paper shall mark it in the manner prescribed by

ballot. the Commission. ‘

(3) Al ballots at an election under this Act at any polling station shall be
deposited in the Ballot Box in open view of the public.

Over voting. " 48.—(1) No voter shall vote for more than one candidate or record morte than
one vote in favour of any candidate at any electiom

(2) Where the votes cast at an elestion in any Constituency or Polling Station
exceed the number of registered voters in that Constituency Polling Station, the election
for that Constituency Polling Station shall be declared null and void by the Commission
and another election shall be conducted at a date to be fixed by the Commission.

(3) Where an election is nullified in accordance with Subsection (2) of this
section, there shall be no return for the election until another poll has taken place in the
affected area.

(4) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsections (2) and (3) of this section the
Commission may, if satisfied that the result of the election will not substantially be
affected by voting in the area where the election is cancelled, direct that a return of the
election be made.
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49.— (1) Where 2 voter makes any writing or mark on a Ballot paper by which he
may be identified, such ballot paper shall be rejected provided that any print resulting
from the staining of the thumb of the voter in the voting compartment shall not be or be
deemed to be a mark of ldentlﬁcatxon under this sectlon

(2) “The Commission shall use indelible ink for any thumb mark by voters on
ballot papers.

50. A voter who by.accident deals with his ballot paper in such a manner that it

sy sotbe conveniently used for voting may deliver it to the Presiding Officer and if _
W m:ng Officer is satisfied that the ballot paper is spoilt, he shall issue another -

aper to the voter in place of the ballot paper delivered up, and the spoilt ballot
W be mmedmtely marked cancelled by the Presiding Officer

91, A voter who is blind or is otherwise unable to distinguish symbols or who
suffers any other physigal-disability may be accompanied into the polling station by a
person chosen by him and the person shall after informing the Presiding Officer of the
disability, be permitted to accompany the voter into the voting compartrhent and assist
the voter to make his mark in accordance with the procedure prescribed by the
Commission. ’ ‘ ‘

52. No voter shall record his vote otherwise than by personally atteriding at the .

Polling Station and recordmg his vote in the manner prescrlbed 'by the Comrission.

£3. No person shall be permitted to vote at any Polling Station or Unit other than
the one to which he is allotted.

§4.— (1) If at the time a person applies for a ballot paper and before he has left
polling station or unit, a polling agent, polling station official or security agemmfonns
the Presiding Officer that he has reasonable cause to believe that the person is under
the age of 18 vears or has comma;d the offence of impersonation and gives an
undertaking on a prescribed form to substantidte the charge in a court of law, the
Pre51dlng Officer may order a Police Officer to arrest that person and the Presiding
Officer’s order shall be sufﬁc:ent authority for the Police Officer so to act.

(2) Person in respect of whom a polling agent, pollmg :Wmmy
agent gives an information i rdance with the provisions of (1)}ofth

" section shall not by reason of the information, be prevented from voting butﬂ
Presiding Officer shall cause the words “protested against fof impersonations” to be
placed against his name in the marked copy of the register of votemor part of the
register of voters.

(3) Where a person in respect of whom a declaration if made under Subsection
(2) of this section, admits to the Presiding Officer that he is not the person he held
himself out to be, he shall not be permitted to vote and shall be handed over to the
Police.

(4) A person arrested under the provisions of this section shall b&deemedto be
a person taken into custody by a police ot’ﬁcer
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85.—(1) If a person claiming to be entitled to vote applies for a ballot paper after
some other person has voted in the name given by the claimant he shall, upon satisfactory
answers given to any questions put to him by a poll clerk be entitled to receive a ballot
paper in the same manner as any other voter; but the ballot paper (in this Act referred
to as * the tendered ballot paper””) shall be of a colour different from the ordinary ballot
papers.

(2) The Presiding Officer shall, when he tenders a ballot paper under this section,
enter the name of the voter and his number in the register.of voters on the list to be
called tendered vote list; and the tendered vote list shall be produced in any legal
progceeding arising out of the election.

56.—(1) The Presiding Offi€er shall regulate the admission of voters to the
polling station and shall exclude all persons other than the candidates, polling agents,
poll clerks and persons lawfully entitled to be admitted including accredited observers,
and the Presiding Officer shall keep order and comply with the requirements of this Act
at the polling station.

(2) The Presiding Officer may order a person to be removed from a polling station
or unit, who behaves in a disorderly manner or fails to obey a lawful order.

(3) A person removed from a polling station or unit under this section shall not,
without the permission of the Presiding Officer, again enterthe polling station or unit
during the day of the election, and if charged with the Commission of an offence in that
polling station or unit, the person shall be deemed to be a person taken into custody
by a Police Officer for an offence in respect of which he may be arrested without a
warrant.

(4) The provisions of Subsection (3) of this section shall not be enforced so as
to prevent a voter who is otherwise entitled to vote at a polling station or unit from
having an opportunity of so voting.

(5) The Poli Clerk shall enjoy and exercise all the powers of the Presiding Officer
in respect of a Polling Station or Unit except that he shall not order the arrest of a
person ot the exclusion or removal of a person from the polling Station or Unit without
the authority of the Presiding Officer.

57.—(1) Atthe prescribed hour for the close of poll, the Presiding Officer shalt
declare the poll closed and no more person (s) shall be admitted into the Polling Station
and only those already inside the Polling Station shall be allowed to vbtg.

(2) Afterthe declaration of the close of polls, no voter already inside the polling
station shall be permitted to remain in the polling station unless otherwise authorised
under this Act.

58. —(1) 'The Presiding Officer shall, after counting the votes at the polling
station or unit, enter the votes scored by each candidate in a form to be prescribed by
the Commission as the case may be.

(2) The Form shall be signed and stamped by the'presiding Officer and counter-
signed by the candidate or their polling Agents where available at the Polling Station.
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(3) The Presiding Officer shall give to the Polling Agents and the Police officer
where available a copy each of the completed Forms after it has been duly sxgned as
provided in Subsection (2) of thls.sectlon

-(4) The Presiding Officér shall count and announce the result at the Polling
Station.

59. A candidate or a Polling Agent may, where present at a Polling station when
counting of votes is completed by the Presiding Officer, demand to have the votes
recounted, but the Presiding Officer shall cause the votes to be recounted only once.

60. After the recording of the result of the electlon, the Presxdmg Officer shall _

announce the result and deliver same gnd election materials under security to such
persons as may be prescribed by the Commission.

61.—(1) Subjectto Subsectlon (2) of thxssectlon, aballot, wh:ch does notbear
the offi Clal mark, shall not be counted.

(2) If the Returning Officer is satisfied that a ballot which does not bear the
official mark was from a book of ballot papers which was furnished to the Presiding
Officer of the Polling station in which the vote was cast for use at the election in
guestion, he shall notwithstanding the absence of the official mark, count that ballot.

62.— (1) The presiding Officer shall endorse the word “rejected” on the ballot,
rejected under section 61 and for any other reason, and the ballot papers shall not be
counted except otherwise allowed by the Returning Officer who: may overrule the
Presiding Officer.

(2) Ifan objection to the decision of a Presiding Officer to reject a ballot paper
is raised by a candidate or a Polling Agent at the time the decision is made, the
Presiding officer shall add to the word “rejected” the phrase “but objected to”

(3) The Presiding Officer shall prepare a statement on rejected ballot papers,
stating the number rejected, the reason for rejectlon and their serial nurnber, he-shal on
request allow a candidate or a Polling Agent to copy the statement.

63. The decisions of the Returning Qfficer on any questlon arising from or
rélating to:

(a) unmarked ballot ;

() rejected ballot ; and

(c) declaration of scores of candidates and the return of a candidate shall be final
subject to review by a tribunal or Court in an election petition proceedings under
this Act.

64. In an election to the office of the President or Governor (whether or not

contested) and in any contested election to any other elective office; the result shall be
ascertain by counting the votes cast for each candidate and subject to the provisions
of Sections 133, 134 and 179 of the Constitution, thie candidate that receives the
highest number of votes shall be declared elected by the appropriate Returning Officer.
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Equality of 65. Where two or more candidates poll equal number of votes being the highest
votes. in an election, the Returning Officer shall not return any of the candidates and a fresh

election shall be held for the candidates on a date to be appointed by thé Commission.
Posting of 66.. The Commission shall cause to be posted on its notice board a notice
results. showing :

(@) the candidates at the election and their scores ; and
(b) the person declared as elected or returned at the election.

Custody of 67. The Chief National Electoral Commissioner or any officer authorised by

documents. him shall keep-official custody of all the documents, including statement of results and
ballot papers relating to the election, which are returned to the Commission by the
Returning officers.

Step by step 68. Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Commission shall issue and

recording of  publish in the Gazette, Guidelines for the elections which shall make provisions,

potl. among other things, for the step by step recording of the poll in the electoral Forms as
may be prescribed beginning from the polling station or unit to the last collation centre
for the ward or constituency where the result of the election shall be declared.

Results Forms 69. Every Result Form completed at the Ward, Local Government, Smte and
10 be signed National levels in accordance with the provisions of this Act or any Guidelines issued
and counter- by the Comm ission shall be stamped, signed and countersigned by the relevant officers-

signed. and Polling Agents at those levels and copies given to the police officers and the ?
polling Agents, where available.

Certificate of 70. A sealed Certificate of Return at an election in a prescribed form shall be

return at issued to every candidate who has won an election under this Act.

election. ) ‘

Recall. 71. A member of a legislative house may be recalled as such amemberif: -

(a) there is presented to the Chairman of! the Commission a petition in that behalf
signed by more than one half.of the persons registered to vote in that member’s
constituency alleging their loss of confidence in that member ; and

() the petitiop is thereafter, in a referendum conducted by the Commission
within 90 days of the date of receipt of the petition, approved by a simple majority
of the votes of the persons registered to vote in that member’s Constituency.

Power to 72. The Commission shall have power to issue guidelines regulating the conduct
issue Guide- of recall. v

tines on.

recall.

Forms for use 73.—(1) The Forms to be used for the conduct of elections to the offices

at elections.  mentioned in Section 16 of this Act, election petitions arising therefrom and for recall
ete. of 2 member of a legislative house shall be substantially set out in Schedule 2 to this
Act or as may be otherwise determined by the Commission from time to time.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection (1) of this section, the
Commission shall have power to design any forms it deems necessary for the discharge
of its functions under this Act.

[ . B e
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(3) The Polling Agents shall certify the election materials from the office to the '

polling booth.
ParTIIl —PoLmcAL Pae Es
P

74,—(1) The Commission shall have power to register political partics and C‘:,;i;;;:ion

regulate their activities from time to time. to register
. ) . ' litical
(2) No-associatlon by whatever name called shall function as a political party, :o'a,:;e,_

unless —

(a) the names and addresses of its national officers are registered with the

‘Commission ;

- (b) the membership of the association is open to every citizen of Nigeria
irrespective of his place of origin, circumstance of birth, sex, religion or ethnic
grouping ; ‘

(¢)a copy of iits Constitution is registered in the principal office of the Commission
in such forms as may be prescribed by the Commission ;

(d) any alteration in its registered Constitution is also registered in the Principal
Office of the Commission within thirty, daffaof the making of such alteration ; R

(e) the name of the assocmtlon its symbo] or logo does not contain any ethnic
or religious connotation or give the appearance mat the activities of the association
are confined only to a part of the geographicai area of Nigeria ; and

(/) the Headquarters of the association is situated in the Federal Capital Territory
Abuja ;

(g) it produces evidence of payment of registration fee of 4100,000 or as may be
fixed from time to time by an Act of the National Assembly.

() it provides the addresses of the offices of the Palitical Association in at least
two-thirds of the total number of the States of the Federation spread among the six
geo-political zones.

(3) The Constitution referred to in Subsection 2 (c) above shall provide, among

other things —

(a.) for the Party’s ideology, programme and method of zoning and rotating
principal offices among different States of the Federation to ensure Federal
Character ;

(b) for the periodical elections on a democratlc bas:s at regular intervals not
exceeding four years of the principal officers and members of the executive
committees or other governing body of the pohtlcal party

{¢) that the members of the executive commmee or other govemmg body of the
political party shall reflect the Federal Character of Nigeria by ensuring that they
belong to different State not being less in number than two-thirds of all the States
of the Federation and the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja; '

(d) for the disciplinary procedure of the party indicating clearly the method of
expelling an ordinary member of a party or political office holder, ircluding amember
of a legislative house;
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(e) for the method of amendment or alteration of the ;Constittition,

(/) rules and procedures for nominating candidates to elective offices;

(4) The Commission shall on receipt of the documents in fulfillment of tne:
conditions stipulated in Section 74 (1) (a) (¢) and (&), immediately issue the applicant
with a letter of acknowledgment stating that all the necessary documents had been
submitted to the Commission.

(5) The Commission shall after the inspection of all the offices referted to under
this section, issue an acknowledgement to the Association indicating that the offices
have been so inspected as required under this Act.

(6) Any Political Association that meets the conditions stipulated in Subsections
1 and 2 of this section shall be registered by the Commission as a political party within

30 days upon payment of the sum of #100,000 administrative and processing fees and

if after the 30 days the Association is not registered by the Commission it shall be
deemed to be so registered.

(7) Ifthe Association has not fulfilled all the conditions as aforementioned, the

Commission shall within 30 days notify the Association in writing stating the reasons..

(8) Any Association which through the submission of false or misleading
information pursuant to the provisions of this section procures a certificate of
registration shail have such certificate cancelled.

75. The decision of the Commission to refuse to register any association as a
Political Party may be challenged in a Court of Law; Provided that any legal action
challenging the decision of the Commission shall be commenced within 14 days from
the date of receipt of the letter of notification of non-registration from the Commission
or the expiration of the 30 days referred to in section 74 Subsection (6) of this Act.

76. Every Political Party registered under this Act shall be a body corporate with
perpetual succession and a common seal and may sue and be sued in its corporate
name,

~77. Without prejudice to the provisions of section 74, once a particular association
is granted registration as Political Party by the Commission, that Political Party shall
further submit to the Commission the following particulars —

(a) the name of the Political Party, its emblem and logo shall not contain any
ethnic or religious connotation ; and

(6) acopy of the Party’s Constitution drawn up in compliance with Chapter iI of
the Constitution of Federal Republic of Nigeria and with the requirements of the
relevant guidelines issued by the Commission.

78.—1) The Constitution and Manifesto of the Political Party shall, among
other things provide for — T

(a) for the periodic election on democratic basis of the principal officers and
members of the Executive Committee or other governing body of the Political
Party ;
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{b) a system which allows membership of the Executive Committee or other
governing body of the Political Party to reflect at all times, the Federal Character of
Nigeria ;

(c) the disciplinary proceduré of the Political Party stating clearly, the method of

expelling an ordinary member of a party or Political Office holder including a member
of a legislative house ;

(d) for the method of amendment or alteration of the Constitution or Manifesto
of the Political Party ;

{e) the Political Party’s ideology, programme and method of zoning and rotating
principal offices among the different zones of the Federation.

{2) The Constitution and Manifesto produced pursuant to Subsection (1) of this
section shall —

(a) be deposited with the Commission not fater than 30 days of the coming into
effect of such Constitution or Manifeste ; and

(b) at all times be in compliance with the provision.” of the Constitution, the
electoral laws and guidelines made by the Commission.

s (3) No amendment or alteration of the Constitution or Manifesto of a Political
N Party shall be valid unless the Commission is notified within 30 days from the dat= of
making the amendment or alteration.

(4) No Constitution of a political party or any amendment thereto shall be
accepted by the Commission unless it has been approved by the National Convention
of the Political Party.

(5) No amendment or alteration of the Constitution of a Political Party shall be
= valid unless the amendment or alteration has been registered with the Commission.

79.—(1) ‘Membership of a Political Party shall be open to every citizen of
Nigeria irrespective of his place of origin, cifcumstance of birth, sex, religion or
ethnic grouping —

(2) Subject to Subsection (1) of this section, a person shall not be eligible to be
registered as a member of Political Party ifhe —

(a) has not attained the age of 18 years ;

(b) is atraditional ruler ;

(c) isamember of the Public Service or Civil Service of the Federation, a State or
Local Government or Area Council as defined by the Constitution ;

(d) is a member of the Armed Forces of the Federation, the Nigeria Police,
Security Agencies or Paramilitary organs of the Government ;

(e) is not a citizen of Nigeria.

80.—(1) At the close of nominations for the general elections, any Political

Party which fails to sponsor at least 15 per cent of the candidates for Councillorship,
Council Chairmanship, and State Houses of Assembly respectively throughout the
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Federation, spread among two-thirds of the State of the Federation, and the Federal
Capital Territory, shall not participate in the general elections,

Provided that a newly registered Political Party shall first participate in the Local
Government elections and win at least 10 per cent of the Councillorship and
Chairmanship positions throughout the Federation spread among two-thirds of the
States of the Federation and the Federal Capital Territory to be eligible to participate in
Federal and State Elections.

(2) Every candidate intending to participate in an election shall pay a non
refundable deposit as specified hereunder —

(a) for the position of Councillor — 10,000 ;

(b) for Local Government Chairmanship — N25,000;

(¢) for House of Assembly — 830,000 ;

(d) for Governorship — 100,000,

(e) for House of Representative -— #4120,000;-

(/) for the Senate -— 1#4150,000;

(g) for President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria - #500,000. -
(3) The Commission shall monitor the organization and operations of political -

parties, political campaigns and provide guidelines which shall govern the political
parties to ensure that they comply with the provisions of the Constitution and this

Act. ' -
(4) The Commission may delegate any of its powers to ary Resident Electoral .
Commissioner. '

Election of 81. Every Political Party.shall hold on a democratic basis, election of its principal

cxecutive officers and members of its Executive Committee or other governing body in accordance

Committee with its Constitution.

of Political

Party.

Prohibition 82.—(1) No PoliticaliParty or Association shall establish, operate, retain, train,

of quasi equip, any person or group of persons, or maintain any wing, anm, or vanguard, in

;”S'S](')?_l:‘)t‘i on whatever form or manner and in whatever name called, for use or display of physical

forces or coercion in promoting or attaining any political objective.

(2) Any Political Party or Association, which contravenes the provision of
Subsection (1) or (2) of this section is guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to
a fine of —

(a) ®500,000.00 for the first offence ;

(b) $200,000.00 for any subsequent offence and 850,000 for every day that the
offence continues.

(3) Any person or group of persons who establishes, operates, retains, equips
or maintain any wing, arm or vanguard, in whatever name called, for use or display of
physical force or coercion in promoting or attaining political objective or interest orto
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aid the political party in the propagation of its objective, shall be guilty of an offence
and be liable on conviction to a fine of &200,000 or two years imprisonment or both if
amember of a political party.

(4) Any person who encourages or conspires with a political party or association
to commit a breach of the provisions of this section, shall be guilty of an offence and
on conviction be liable to a fine of 4200,000 or imprisonment for one year or both.

83.—(1) The Commission shall keep a register of symbols of political parties for
use at elections.

(2) The Commission shall register the symbol of a Political Pa.rty upon payment
of the prescribed fee if it is satisfied —
(a) that no other symbol of the same design iS registered ;

(b) that they symbol is distinctive from any other symbol already registered ;
and

(¢) that its use will not be offensive or otherwise ob]ectlonable howsoever
(3) The Commission shall remove a symbol from the register of sy+nbols. if—

(a) a Political Party in whose name it is registered requests the removal; or

(b) the Commission is of the opinion that the Political Party in whose name the
symbol is registered has ceased to exist or to use the symbol.

(4) Nothing in this section shall authorise the allotment or registration for-use at
any election of a symbol or material as symbol of a Party, if i npontmys _—

(a) the Coat of Arms of the Federation ;

(b) the Coat of Arms of any other country ;

, (c) any device or-emblem which in the opinion of the Commission is normally
associatediwith —

(?) the official acts of Government ; or

(i) any of the Armed Forces of the Federation or the ngenan Police Force or
other uniformed service ; or -

‘(iiiy the regalia of a chief ; or
(iv) any tribe or ethnic gi-oup ;or
(v) any religion or cult,
(iu) any portrait of a person living or dead,
(d) any symbol or part of a symbol which under the provisions of this section
continues 1o be registered by another political party.

(5) Subject to the foregoing provisions of this section, the symbol allotted to a
Political Party and in use immediately before the coming into force of this Act shall
¢ontinue to be available to and be used by that Political Party without payment of the
fee mentioned in Subsection (2) of this section.

Symbols of
political
parties.
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84. Where-a symbol is registered by a Political Patty in accordance with this
Act, the Commission shall allot the symbol to any candidate sponsored by the Politleal
Party at any election.

85.—(1) Any two or more registered Political Parties may merge on approval by
the Commission following a formal request presented to the Commission by the Pclitical

parties ; PROVIDED that there shall at no time be less than three Political Parties registered
in the country. ’

(2) Political Parties intending to' merge shall give to the Commission 90 days
notice of their desire to do so, and the notice shall be accompanied by —

(a) a special resolution passed by the National Convention of each of the
parties proposing to merge, approving the merger ;

(b) the proposed full name and acronym, Constitutioi, Manifesto, symbol or
logo of the party together with the addresses of the National and State offices of
the merged party ; and

(c) evidence of payment of processing fee of #100,000 or as may be fixed from
time to time by an Act of the National Assembly.

(3) The written request for metger shall be sent to the Chairman of the Commission
and shall be signed jointly by the National Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer for the
time being of the different Political Parties proposing the merger.

{(4) Onreceipt of the request for merger of any Political Parties the Commission
shall consider the request, and if the parties have fulfilled the requirements of the
Constitution and this Act, approve the proposed merger and communicate its decision
to the Parties concerned before the expiration of thirty (30) days from the date of the
receipt of the formal request.

{(5) Where the request for the proposed merger is approved, the Commission
shall forthwith withdraw and cancel the certificate of registration of all the Political
Parties opting for the merger and substitute therefore, a single certificate of registration
in the name of the merged Party.

(6) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection (2) of this section, no
application for merger of Political Partics received by the Commission less than six
months before any general election in the country shall be considered by the
Commission.

86.—(1) Every registered Political Party shall give the Commission at least 21
days notice of any convention, congress, conference or meeting convened for the
purpose of electing members of its executive committees, other governing bodies or
nominating candidates for any of the elective offices specified under this Act.

(2) The Commission may with or without prior notice to the Political party
monitor and attend any convention, congress, conference or meeting which is convened
by a Political Party for the purpose of —

(a) electing members of its executive committees or other governing bodies ; or
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(b) neminating candidates for an election at-any level; - -
(c) approving a merger with any other registered Political Party. =
(3) Notice of any congress, conference or meeting for the purpoSé of nominating

candidates ‘for Local Government or Area Couneil Elections shall be given to the State

independent Electoral Commnsslon at least 21 days Before such congress conference
or meeting,

87—(1) The Commission shall momtor and keep records ofthe actwmes of all
the registered political parties.

{2) The Commission may seek information or clanﬂcatlon from any reglstered

polmcal party in connection with any actmty ‘of the Political Paﬂy which may be
contrary to the prov1snons of thls Actor any other law, guldelmes rules or regulanons ‘

Q) ,The‘C,ommmmnmay direct its enquiry under Subsectton(Z) of_tlus section:
to the Chairman or Secretary of the Political Party at the national, State, Local Government |

Council or Ward level, as the case may be.

Ay A: Polmcal Party which failsto mvﬂeﬂaemquued mfom *ion or- clanﬁcation ,

under Subsection (2) of this section or carry out any. lawful directive given by the
Commission in conformity with the provisions of this sectlon is guilty of an offence
and liable on conviction tod f ine of not’ more than NSOO 000.

88.—(1) Every Party shall at such times and in such manner as me Comm:ss:on
may reqmre submlt to the Commission a Statement of its assets and liabilities —

@ Every PolihcaletyshallmhmMoﬂ:eCommmm adetaaled annual statemeqt
ang! -analysis of its sources of funds and other assets, together with a statement of its
expenditure in such a form as the Commission may frem time to time require.

(3) No Political party shall —
(a) hold or possess any funds or other assets outside Nigeria; or
() be entitled to retain any funds.or.other assets remitted or sent to it from

outside Nigeria by corporate bodies, entities, non-Nigerians -and foreign
govemments

" (4) ~Any funds donauons, contributions or other assets remitted or sent to a
Polmcal party in breach of the prov1s1ons of this section shall be-forfeited to-the
Commission. . ‘ ’

“(5) The Commission shall have powers to: gwe dqrectms to Political Parties
regarding the books or récords of ﬁnanclal transactlons Whlch they shall keep and, to
examine all such books and records. T

-{6) The powetrs conferred on the Commission under Subsection (5) of this section
may be exercised by it through any member of its staff or any person who is an auditor
by profession, and whio-is not a member of a Political Party.

89. Any Political Party which holds or posses any funids outside Nigéria or
retains any funds or other assets sent to it from outside Nigeria and fails to declare
same to the Commission within 21 days of receipt of such funds or other assets with
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such information as the Commission may require commits an offence and shall forfeit

the funds or assets to the Commission and on conviction skatl be liable to a fine of not
more than f4500,000.

(@) Any person who aids or abets a Political Party in the Commission of an
offence under this section commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine .
of #4100,000 or twelve months imprisonments or to both.

(b) Any entity, association or corporate body which aids and abets a Political
Party in the commission of an offence under this section is liable on conviction to
a fine of not more than 500,000,

90.-—(1) The statement of assets and liabilities referred to in section 81 be of
this Act shall be in respect of the period 19 January to 31 December in each year,
howeverso that in the year in which this Act comes into operation, it shall be for the
period beginning with the reglstratlon of such party and ending on the following 31%
December.

(2) The Commission shall arrange for the annual examination and auditin g of the
funds and accounts of political parties and publish a report on such examination and
audit in three National Newspapers. ‘

91.—(1) The Commission shall in every year prepare and submit to the National
Assembly a report on the accounts and balance sheet of every Political Party registered
under this Act.

(2) The Commission shall, in preparing the report under Subsection (1) of this
section, carry out such investigation as may enable it to form an opinion as to whether
proper books of account and record of items of income and expenditure have been
kept by each Political Party, and accordmgty, report its findings to the National
Assembly.

(3) The Commission, any of its officers, or agents

(a) shali have the right at all times to look into the books of accounts of a Political
Party and all other documents relating to those accounts ; and

(») may demand such information as may be necessary for the performance of
the duties of the Commission under this Act and report any difficulty encountered
in obtaining the information.

92.—(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of this part of this Act the
statement relating to the election expenses of a political party as prescribed in section
97 of this Act shall be submitted to the.Commission in a separate audited account as
in the prescribed form not latter than 90 days from the date of the election.

(2) Any political party which fails to submit to the Commission the audited
return of election expenses in accordance with the provisions of this Act is - guilty of
an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine of #4100,000 payable jointly and
severally by the leaders of the Political Party.
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93.—(1) The National Assembly may approve a grant for disbursement to the
political parties contesting eléctions affer the coming into force of this Act.

(2)‘ The grant approved in pursuance of Subsection (1) of this section shall be
made to the Commission which shall distribute the grant to the Political Parties in the
following manner — :

(@) 30 per cent of the grant shall be shared equally among the registered political
parties participating in respect of a general election for which the grant has been made ;

(b). the remaining /0 per cent of the grant shall be shared among the Political
Parties, after the result of the elections have been known, in proportion to the number
of seats won by each party in the National Assembly.

94.—(1) Notwithstanding the provisions ‘of this Act, the National Assembly

_may make an annual grant to the Commission for distribution to the registered Political

Parties to assist them in their operation.
(2) The Commission shall distribute such grant as follows —

{a) 30 per cemt of the grant shall be shared equally among all the regisiefed
PO]lthal Parties.

(b) the remammg 70 per cent of the grant shall be shared among the registered
political parties in proportion to the pumber of seats won by each party in the
National Assembly.

95, No political party shall be eligible to receive a grant under Section 93 unless
it wins a minimum of 10 per cent of the total votes cast in the local government
elections in at least two-thirds of the states of the Federation.

96.—(1) The Commission shall have power to place limitation on the amount of
money or other assets, which an individual can contribute to a Political Party.

{2) .Every Political Party shall maintain a record of all contributors and the

‘amounts ‘contributed.

97.—(1) For the purposes ofan election, “clection expenses” means expenses
incurred by a Political Party within the period from the date notice is given by the
Commission to conduct an election up to-and mcludmg the polling day in respect of
the particular election.

(2) Election expenses incurred by a Political Party for the management or the
conduct of an election shall not exceed in the aggregate the sum detérmine by multiptying

20 Naira by the number of names appearing in the final votes’ list for each Constituency

where there is a candidate sponsored by the Political Party.

(3) Election expenses of a Polmcal Party shall be submruedmﬂle Commnssuon
in a separate audited return within three months after polling day and the return shall
be signed by the party’s auditors and counter-signed by the Chairman of the Party as
the case may be and shall be supported by a sworn affidavit by the signatories as to
the correctness as to its contents.
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(4) The return referred to in Subsection (3) of this section shall show the amount
of money expended by or on behalf of the party on election expenses, the items of
expenditure and commercial value of goods and services received for election purposes.

(5) The Political Party shall cause the return submitted to the Commission pursuant
to Subsection (4) of this section to be published in at least two (2) National Newspapers.

(6) Any Political Party which incurs election expenses beyond the limit stipulated
in this Act is guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine of 500,000,

(7) The Commission shall make available for public inspection during regular.
business hours at its national and state offices the audit returns of the political parties
required by Subsection (3) of this section and such audited returns shall include the
name, address, occupation, and amount coniributed by each contributor to a party.

98.—(1) For the purpose of the proper and peaceful conduct of political rallies
and processions, the Commissioner of Police in each state of the Federation and in the
Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, is by this Act empowered to provide adequate secusity
for processions and at, pohtlcal rallies in the states and the Federal Capital Territory,
Abuja, as the case may be.

(2) A person who, while presentata political rally or procession or voting centre,
has with him any offensive weapon or missile otherwise than in pursuance of a lawful
duty is guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to fine of 4100, 000 or 1mpnsonrnent
for a term of 2 years or both.

(3) For the purpose of Subsection (2) of this section, a person shall be deemed to
be acting in pursuance of a lawful duty if he is acting in his capacity as a Police Officer
or as a member of a security agency authorizéd to caity arms and is specnﬁcaily posted
to be present at the political rally or processjon.

(4) In this section — “offensive weapon or missile” includes any cannon, gun,
rifle, carbine, revolver, pistol or any other fire arm, bow and arrow, spear, cutlass, kife,
dagger, axe, cudgel, or any other thing capable of being used as an offensive weapon
or missile, including teargas, acid, and any inflammable substance capable of injuring

a person.

99.—(1) No political campaign or slogan shall be tainted with abusive language
directly or indirectly likely to injure religious, ethnic, tribal or sectional feelings.

(2) Abugive, intemperate, slanderous or base language or insinuations or
innuendoes designed or likely to provoke violent reaction or emotions shall not be
employed or used in political campaigns.

(3) Places designed for religious worship, pa]acés of traditional rulers, army
formations or barracks, potice station, public ofﬁces and educational institutions shall
not be used :

(a) for political campaigns, rallies and processions; and
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(&) to promote, propagate or attack polltical parties, candldates or their
programmes or ideologies. :

(4) Masquerades shall notbe émployed or ised by any political party; candidate
or person during political campaigns or for any other political purpbse.

(5)No political party or member of a. political party shall retain, organise, train or
equip any persot or group of persons for the purpose of enabling them tobe employed
for the use or display of physical force or coercion in promoting any political objective
or intergsts, or in such manner as to arouse reasonable apprehension that they are
orgamse{, tramed or equipped for that purpose

(6) No.political party, person ‘or candxdate shall keep or use pnvate security
organisation, vanguard or any other. group or individual by whatever name called for
the purpose of providing security, assisting or aiding the political party or candidate in
whatever manner during campaigns, rallies, processions or elections.

(7) Notwithstanding the provision of Subsection (6) of this Section a candidate
at an election may keep or usea pnvate security or mdwndual for his personal protection
durmg campaigns, rallies or processions.

(8) A political party or person who contravenes any provision of thts section is
gullty of an offence and liable on conv1ct1cm

(a) inthe case of an individual, toa ﬁne of #450,000 or nnphsonment for a term of
6 months ; and o co -

() in the casé of a political party, to 4 fine of N50,000 i in the first instance, and
100,000 for any subsequent offence, payable jointly by the Chairman, Secretary
and Treasurer of the Political Party at the National, State, Loca! Government Area,
Area Councilor Ward level, as the case may be. \ .

100. —(1) No candidate, person or group of persons shall directly offer or aid in
offering inducement in any form whatsoever to a person at a political campaign for
the purpose of corruptly mﬂ“uencmg ‘that person or any other person to support or
refrain from supporting a political party or candidate.

© (2) No candidate, person of group of persons shall directly or indirectly give or
offer to give any money or valuable consideration to any pérson during a political
campaign in'order to induce that person of any otherperson xto suppon or refrain from
suppomng a pohticai party ot caﬂdldme TE ,

(g) No candldate person or ﬂroup of pel sons shall dlrectly or |nd|rcctly threaten
any person with the use of force or violence during any political campaign in order to

compel that person or any other person to support or refrain from supporting a'political
party or candidate.

' (4) No person ‘or group of persons shall accept any inducement, money or
* valuable consideration from any person, candidate or political party in order to compel
that person-or any other person to support or refrain from supporting a political party

. .or candidate. , :

Prohibiticn
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(5) Any person who or political party which contravenes the provisions of this
section is guilty of an offence and liable on conviction :

(a) in the case of an individual, toa fine 5f 109,000 or imprisonment for aterm
of one year ; and

(&) in the case of a political party, to fine of N250,000 in the first instance, and
500,000 forany subsequent offence, payable jointly by the Chairman, Secretary and
Treasurer of the Political Party at the National, State, Local Government Area, Area
Council or Ward level, as the case may be.

101. No candidate, person or group of persons shall directly or indirectly
threaten any person with the use of force or violence during any political campaign in
order to compel that person or any other person to support or refrain from supporting
a Political Party or candidate.

102. All Political Parties, candidates, agents and supporters of Political Parties
shall conform with the provisions of this Act, guidelines on political campaigns and
all party activities.

103, Where a Political Party ceases to exist in accordance with any provisions of
this Act. a person elected on the platform or the Political Party in an election under this
Act shall remain validly elected, complete his tenure, and, for purposes of identification,
be regarded as a member of the Political Party under which he was elected, but sucha
person cannot stand for re-election in the name of that political party.

104. Any Political Party registered by the Commission in accordance with the
provisions of any law in force immediatety before the coming into force of the 1999
Constitution shall be deemed to have been duly registered under this Act.

105.—(1) A registered Political Party which through any person acting on its
behalf

(a) during the twenty four hours before polling day advertises on the facilities of
any broadcasting undertaking ; or

(b) procures for publication or acquiesces in the publication, during the period
described in paragraph (a) of this Subsection of an advertisement in a Newspaper,
for the purpose of promoting or opposing a particular Political Party or the election
of a particular candidate ;

is guilty of an offence under this Act and upon conviction shall be liable to a fine
of H500,000.
106. A candidate who directly or through any person acting on his behalf
{(a) during the twenty four hours immediately preceding polling day, or on
polling day advertises on the facilities of any broadcasting undertaking ; or
(&) procures for publication or acquiesces in the publication, during the period
described in paragraph (a) of an advertisement in a Newspaper, for the purpose of
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promoting or opposing a- particular regbtemd party or‘the electton ofa pamcular
candidate ;-

is guilty of an offence against this Act and on conviction shall be liable to a fine
of 50,000 or to lmpnsonment for six months.

107. A person other thah a Political Party or a candxdm whoprocures any
material for publication for the purposes of promoting or opposing a particular Political
Party or the election of a particular candidate over the radio, television, newspaper,
magazine, handbiils orany print or electronic media whatsoever called during twenty

hours immediately preceding or on polling day is guilty of an offence and liable on
conviction to a fine of M50,000 or imprisonment for six’ (6) months or to both

108.—~(1) A person, print or electronic méditim- who broadcasts, pubhsha
advertises or circulates any tnaterialsfor the purpose of prometing or-opposing a
particular Political Party or the election ofa particular candidate over thie radio, television,
newspaper, magazine, handbills, or any print or electronic media whatsoever called

during twenty four hours lmmedlately preceding or on polling day is guilty of an.

offence under this Act.

(2) Where an offence under Subsection (1) of this section is committed by a
body corporate every principal officer of that body is equa!ly guilty of an offence
under this Act.

(3) Where any person is convicted of an offence under thls section he shall be
liable :

(@) inthe caseofabodyco:pomtetoaﬂneefﬂsooooﬁaud

(b) in the case ofan mdmdual toa fine of 14100, 000 or to unpnsonment for 12
months

109. Any candldate person or assoctatnon who engag&s in-campaigning or
broadcasting based on religious, tribal, or sectional bias for the purpose of promotmg
or opposing a particular Political Party or the election of a partictilar candidate, is guilty
of an offence against this Act and on conviction shail be liable ta a fine of N4100,000 or
imprisonment for twelve months or to poth.

Part IV
PROCEDURE FOR ELECFION TO LoCAL GOVERNMENT

*110.—(1) The conduct of élections into the offices of Chairman, Vice Chairman
and a member of a Local Goyernment-Council and' the recall of a member of'a Local
Government shall be under the direction and supervision of the State Independent
Electoral Commission (hereinafter called the “State Commission”) in accordance with
‘the provisions of this Act using the Register of Voters compiled and the polling units
established by the Independent National Electoral Commission and any other enactment
or law, regulations, guidelines, rules or manuals issued or made by the State Commission
not being inconsistent with the.provisions of this Act ; ‘

ProvipeD that wherc election to_any ‘of these oﬂ:‘ices had been held before the
coming into force of this Act for a period of less than the four years prescribed under
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this Act, an election shall not be conducted into that office for the remaining period
before the General Elections, and the holdets of such offices shall continue in office
until the next General Elections. ‘ A

(2) The powers exercised by the State Commission in respect of elections to the
Local Government Councils in a State under this Act shall, in respect of the Area
Councils in the Federal Capital Territory be exercised by the Commission. -

111.—(1) There shall be elected foreach Local Government in the Federation a
Chainnan,ang aVice-Chairman,
(2) There shall be elected from every ward in a Local Government, a Councillor.

112.—(1) Subject to the provision of this section, the Commission shall divide
each Local Government Area into such number of wards not being less than 10 and ngt
more than 20 as the circumstance of each Local Government Area may require.

' (2) The boundaries of each ward shall be such that the number of inhabitants of
the ward is as nearly equal to the population quota of the ward as is reasonably
practicable.

(3) The Commission shall review the division of every Local Government into
wards at intervals of not less than 10 years and may alter such wards in accordance
with the provisions of Subsection (1) of this section to such extent as it may consider
desirable in the light of the review.

(4) Notwithstanding the provisions of section (3) of this section, the Commission
may, at any time, carry out such a review and alter the wards in accordance with the
provisions of this section to such extent as it considers necessary in consequence of
any amendment to section 3 of the Constitution or any provision replacing that
provisions or by reason of the holding of a National Population Census or pursuant to
an Act of the National Assembly.

113. A person shall be qualified for election under this part of this Act if —

(a) heis a cilizen of Nigeria ;

(b} he is registered as a voter ;

(c) he has attained the age of 25 years ;

(d) he is educated up to at least the School Certificate level or its equivalent ;

() he is a member of a Political Party and is sponsored by that Party ; and

{#) he has produced evidence of tax payment as and when or tax exemption for a

period of three years immediately preceding the year of election.

114.—(1) A person shall not be qualified to contest a Local Government election
under this Act if : s

(a) subject to the provisions of section 28 of the Constitution, he has voluntarily
acquired the citizenship of a country other than Nigeria or, except in such cases as
may be prescribed by the National Assembly, has made a declaration of allegiance
to such a country ;

i 18 = e s ok T [
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(b) under any law in force in any part of Nigeria, he is adjudged to be a lunatic or
otherwise declared to be of unsound mind ; -

(c) he is under a sentence of death imposed on him by any competence court of
law or tribunal in Nigeria or a sentence of imprisonment or fine for an offence
involving dishonesty or fraud (by whatever name cailed) money laundering, drug

‘related offence, or any other offence impose on him by such a court or tribunal
substituted by a competent authority for ‘any other sentence imposed on him by
such a court or tribunal ;

(a) within a period of less than ten years before the daté of an election to the Local
Government, he has been convicted and sentenced for an offence involving dishonesty
or he has been found guilty of a contravention of the Code of Conduct ;

() he is an undischarged bankrupt, having been adjudged or otherwise declared
bankrupt under any law in force in any part of Nigeria ;

(/) he is a person employed in the public service of the Federation or of any State or
Local Government (other than a person holding elective office) and he has not resigned,
withdrawn or retired from such employment 30 days before the date of election ;

(2) he is a member of any secret society'

(h) he has been indicted for embezzlement or fraud by a Judicial Commission of
Inquiry or an Administrative Panel of Inquiry or a Tribunal set up under the Tribunals
. of Inquiry Act, a Tribunal of Inquiry Law or any other Law by the Federal or State
Government which indictment has been accepted by the Federal or State Government,
as the case may be ;

(/Y he has within the preceding period of 10 years presented a forged certificate
to the State Independent Electoral Commission ; or

(/) he has been dismissed from the public service of the Federation or a State;

(2) Where in respect of any person who has been .
(@) adjudged to be a lunatic;

(b) declared to be of unsound mind ;

(c) sentenced to death or imprisonment ; or

(dj adjudged or declared bankrupt,

any appeal against the decision is pending in any cowrt of law in accordance
with  any law in force’in Nigeria, Subsection (1) of this section shall not apply
during a period beginning from the date when such appeal is lodged and ending on
the date when appeal is finally determined or as the case may be, the appeal lapses
or’is abandoned, whichever is earlier.

(3) For the purpose of Subsection (2) of this section, an “appeal” includes any
application for an injunction or an order of certiorari, mandamus, prohibition, or habeas
COTpus, Or any appeal from any such application.

115—(1) Electnon to all the Local Government shall be held on the same date  Date of
and day throughout the Federation. Council
elections and
method of
voting.
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(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection (1) of this section or any
other law, guideline, notice, cjrculars or regulations as from the commencement of this
Act, General Elections to Local Government shall be held not earlier than 29* March
2003.

(3) Bye-elections to fill vacancies that occur-in Local Government of a State shall
be held within 30 days from the date of vacancy occurred.

(4) The date mentioned in Subsection (1) of this section shall not be earlier than
sixty days before and nor later than 30 days before the expiration of the term of office
of the last holder of that office.

(5) Where a vacancy occurs less than 3 months before the day on which the
Local Government stand dissolved there shall be no bye election to fill the vacancy.

(6) Where a vacancy occuts more than three months before the day the Local
Government stands dissolved there shall be a bye election to fill the vacancy not later
than 30 days from the date vacancy occurred,

(7) Voting shall be by open-secret baliot.

116. The procedure for filing nominations and the casting and counting of votes
for Local Government Council elections shall be the same as is applicable to other
elections under this Act.

117.—(1) If after the expiration of time for the delivery of Nomination Papers and

"the withdrawal of candidates for election of Councillors under this Act only one

candidate remains duly nominated, that candidate shall be declared returned unopposed.

(2) If after the expiration of time for the delivery of Nomination Papers and the
withdrawal of candidates for election of Councillors under this section more than one
candidate duly nominated, a poll shall be taken in accordance with the provisions of
this Act.

(3) Where in an election to the office of Chairman —

(a) at the close or nomination one of the candidates has been nominated, the
State Independent Electoral Commission shall extend the time for nomination by 7
days ; or

(b) at the close of nomination one of the candidates nominated for the election is
the only candidate by reason of the disqualification, withdrawal, incapacitation,
disappearance, or death of the other candidates the State Independent Electoral
Commission shall extend the time for nomination by 7 days ;

ProviDED that where after the extension only one candidate remains validly
nominated, there shall be no further extension.

118.—(1) A ¢éandidate for an election to the Office of Chairiman shail be deemed
to have been duly elected to the office where being the only candidate nominated for
the election :

() he has a majority of YES votes over NO votes cast at the élection; and
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least two-thirds of a!l the wards in the Local Government.

(c) but where the only candldate fails to be elected in accordance wnth this
Subsection then there shall be fresh nominations.
(2) A candidate for an election to the office of the Chairman shall be deemed to
have been elected where, there being only two candidates for the election :

(@) he has a majority of the votes cast at the election ; and

(&) he has not less than one-quarter of the votes ¢ast at the election in each of at
least two-thirds of all the wards in the Local Governtment Council, as the case may be.

(3) I no candidate is duly elected under Subsection (2) of thid section, the State
Commissiontshall within 7 days conduct a second election between the two candidates,
and the camdidate who+scored the majority of votes cast at the election shall be
deemed duly elected at the election.

{4) A candidate for an election to the office of Chairman shall be deemed to have
been duly elected where, there being more than two candidates for the election ;

(a) he has the highest number of votes cast at the election ; and

(b) he has not less than one-quarter of the votes cast at the election in each of at
least two-thirds of all wards in the Local Government as the case may be.

(5) I no eandidate is duly elected in accordance with Subsection (4) of this
section, there shall be a second election in accordance with Subsection (6) of this
section at which the only candidates shall be :

*(a) the candidate who scored the highest number of votes at the election held
under Subsection (4) of this section ; and

(b) one among the remaining candidaies who has the majority of votes in the
highest number of wards so however that where there gre more than one candidate,
the one among them with the highest total mumber of votes cast at the election shall
be the second candidate Tor the election.

(6) In default of a candiddte duly elected under the foregomg Subsections, the

* State Commission shall within 7 days of the result of the eléction held under the said

Subséctions arrange for another election between the two candidates and a candidate
at such an election shall be deemed to have been duly elected to the office of a
Chairman of Local Government if-

(a) he has the highest number of votes cast at the election ; and

~ (b) he has not less than one-quarter of the votes cast at the election in each of at

least two-thirds of al} the wards in the Local Government, as the case may be.

{7) If no candidate is duly elected under Subsection (6) of this section,
arrangements shal! be made within 7 days of the result of the last election, for another
election between the two candidates specified in Subsection (6) of this section, anda
candidate at this last election shall be deemed duly elected to the office of Chairman
of a Local Government if he scores a simple majority of votes cast at the election.

(8) if a person duly elected as Chairman dies before taking and subscribing the
Oath of Aliegiance and Oath of Office or is for any reason whatsoever unable to be

1
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sworm in, the person elected with him as Vice-chairman shall be sworn in as Chairman
and he shall nominate a new vice-chairman who shall be appointed by the new Chairman
with the approval by a simple majority of the Local Government Legislative Council.

119, Subject to the provisions of secticn 121, a Local Government shall stand
dissolved at the expiration of a period of four years commencing from the date :

{(a) when the Chairman took the oath of office ; or
(&) when the legislative arm of the council was inaugurated ; whichever is earlier.

120. A member of Local Government shall vacate his seat in the Council :

(a) if he becomes a member of andther legislative house; or

(}) on the date given in his letter of resignation ; or

{c) if he becomes President, Vice-President, Governor, Deputy Governor or a

Minister of the Government of the Federation or a Commissioner of the Government
of a State; or

(d) being a person whose election was sponsored by a Political Party, he resigns
from that party or becomes a member of another Political Party before the expiration
of the period for which the Local Government Council was elected ;

ProvipeD that his membership of the latter political party is not as a result of
a division in the political party of which he was previously a member or of a
merger of two or more political parties or factions by one of which he was
previously sponsored ; or

(e) if he becomes a member of a secret society or does any other thing disqualifying
him from holding the office of Chairman or Councillor under this Act ; or

() if the Speaker of the Local Government receives a certificate under the hand of
the Chairman of the State Comunission stating that the provisions of Section 123 of
this Act have been complied with in respect of the recall of that member,

(3) The Speaker of the Local Government Council shall give effect to Subsection
(1) of this section, so however that the Speaker shall first present evidence satisfactory
to the Local Government Council that any of the provisions of that Subsection has
become gpplicable in respect of that member.

121.—<1) The Chairman or Vice-Chairman may be removed from office in
accordance with the provisions of this section.

(2) Whenever a notice of any allegation of gross misconduct in writing signed
by not less than one-third of the members of the Local Government Legislative Council
stating that the holder of the office of Chairman or Vice-Chairman is guilty of misconduct
in the performance of the functions of his office, detailed particulars of which shall be
specified is presented to the Speaker of the Local Government Legislative Council, the
Speaker of the Local Government Legislative Council shall, within 7 days of the notice,
cause a copy of the notice to be served on the holder of the office and on each member
ofthe Local Govemment Legislative Council and shall also cause any statement made
in reply to the allegation by the holder of the office to be served on each member of the
Local Government Legislative Council.

e
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(3) Within 14 days of the representation of the notice, (whether or not any
statement was made by the holder of the office in reply to the allegation contained in
the notice) the Local Government Legislative Council, shall regplve by motion without
any debate whether or not the allegation shall be investigated.

(4) A motion of the Local Government Legislative Council that the allegation be
investigated shall not be declared as having been passed unless. it is supported by
the votes of not less than two-thirds majority of all the members of the Local
Government Leglslanve

(5) Within 7 days of the passing of a motion under Subsection (4) of this section,
the Speaker of the Local Government Legislative-Council shall inform the Chief Judge
of the State or of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, as the case may be, who shall
appoint a Panel of seven persons who in the opinion of the Chief Judge are of
unquestionable integrity not being members of :

(a) any public or civil service ;

(b) a legislative house ; or

(c) apolitical party.

to investigate the aliegation as provided in this sectio:

(6) The holder of an office whose conduct IS being investigated under this
section shall have the right to defend himself in person or be represented before the
Panel by a legal practitioner of his own choice.

(7) A Panel appointed under thiS»sectidn shall

(a) have such powers and exercise its functions in accordance with such procedure
as may be prescribed by an Act of the National Assembly in the case of Federal Capital
Territory, or by a Law of the House of Assembly of the State ;

(b) within three months of its appointment, report its findings to the Locat
Government Legislative Council.

(8) Where the Panel reports to the Local Government Legislative Council that
the allegation has not been proved no ﬁn*ther proceedings shall be taken in respect of
the matter.

(9) Where the report of the Panel is that the allegation against the holder of the
office has been proved, then within 14 days of the receipt of the report, the Local
Government Legislative Council shall consider the report with the holder.of the office
being present at the meeting and if by aresolution of the Local Government Council
supported by not less than two-thirds majority of all its members, the report of the
Panel is adopted then the holder of the office shall stand removed from office as from
the date of the adoption.of the report.

122, A member of'a Local Government Legislative Council may berecalled as a
member if :

(a) there is presented to the Chairman of the State Independent Electoral
Commission a petition in that behalf signed by more than one-half of the persons

Recall.
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registered to vote in that member’s.canstituency alleging their loss of confidence in
that member ; and

(b) the petitidn is therefore hpproved in a referendum conducted by the State
Independent Efectoral Commission within 90 days of the.date of the receipt of the

_petition by a simple majority of the votes of the persons régistered to vote in that

member’s constituency.
ParT V

ELECTORAL OFFENCES
123. Any person whe :
(a) without authorjty, destroys, mutilates, defaces or removes or makes any

alteration in any notice or document required for the purpose. of registration under
this Act ;

()] knowmgly gives false information or makes a false statement with reference
to any application for registration of his name or with reference to any objection to
the retention of the name of a person in the register of voters ; or

(c) presents himself to be or does any act whereby he is by what name or
description however, included iin the register of voters for a constituency in which
he is not entitled to be registered or causes himself to be registered more than one
registration or revision centre ; or

(d) publishes any statement or report which he knows to be false or does not
believe to be true so as to prevent persans who are qualified to register from
registering as voters, or )

(e) makes in any record, register or document which he is required to prepare,
publish or keep for the purpose of registration, any entry or statement which he
knows to be false or does not believe to be true ; or

(/) impedes or obstructs a registration officer or a revision officer in the perfomlance
of his duties ; or

(g) without proper authority, wears the identification of a registration officer or
assistant registration officer or wears any other identification purporting to bg the
identification of a registration officer or assistant registration officer ; or

(/) forges a registration card ; or

(/) carries out registration or revision of voters at a centre or place not designated
by the Commission, shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine
of &100,000 or to twelve months imprisonment or to both.

124.—(1} A person commits an offence ifhe :

{a) forges any nomination paper\;

(5) willfully defaces or destroys any nomination paper ;

(c¢) delivers to an electoral officer any nomination paper knowing it to be forged ;

(d) signs a nomination paperasa candidate in more than one constituency at the
same election ;
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(e) forges any ballot paper or offigial mark on any ballot paper or any certificate
of return ;

() willfully destroys any ballot paper or official mark on any ballot paper or any
certificate of return ; '

(g) without authority gives a ballot paper to any person ;
(A) willfully places in any ballot box any unauthorised paper ;

(9) willfully removes from a polling station any ballot paper whether or not the
ballot paper was issued to him in that polling station ;

(/) without authority destroys or in any other manner interferes with a ballot box
or its contents or any ballot paper then inuse or likely to be used for the purpose of
an election ;

(%) signs a nomination paper consenting to be a candidate at an election knowing
that he is ineligible to be a candidate at that election ;

(/y without proper authority prints a ballot paper or what purports to be or is
capable of being used as a ballot paper at an election ;

(m} being authorized by the Commission to print ballot papers prints more than
the number or quantity the Commission authorized ;

~ {n) without authority, is found in possession of a ballot paper when he is not in
the process of voting and at a time when the election for which the ballot paper is
intended is not yet completed ; or

(o) manufactures, constructs, imports into Nigeria, has in his possession, supplies
to any election official or uses for the purpose of an election, or causes to be
manufactured, constructed or imported into Nigeria, supplies to any election official
for use for the purpose of any election, any Ballot Box including any compartment,
appliance, device or mechanism on or by which a ballot paper may or could be
secretly placed or stored in, or having been deposited during polling may be secretly
diverted, misplaced or manipulated, shall be guilty of an offence and liable on
conviction to a fine of 200,000 or to imprisonment for 2 years or to both.

(2) An attempt to commit any offence under this section shall be punishable in
the manner as the offence itself,

125. Any person who, at a political meeting held after the date for an election

has been announced :

(«) acts or incites another to act in a disorderly manner for the purpose of
preventing the transaction of the business for which the meeting was convened; or

(») has in his possession an offerisive weapon or missiles ;

shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine of 8100,000 or
imprisonment for twelve months or both.

126. Any person who —

{c) being entitled-to a Voters Card, gives it to some other person for use at an

Disorderly
behaviour at
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Improper use
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cards.
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election other than an officer appointed and acting in the course of his duty under
this Act ; or

{b) not being an officer acting in the course of his duty under this Act, receives
any Voter’s Card in the name of some other persen for use at an election ; or

(c) without lawful excuse has in his possession more than one Registration
Card ; or

() buys, sells, procures 6r deals, with a Voters Card otherwise than as provided
in this Act ;

shall be guilty of an offence and be liable on conviction to a fine of 100,000 or
imprisonment for twelve months or both.

127.—(1) No person shall provide for the purpose of any other person use to a
registration office or to a polling station any Government vehicle or boat, or any
vehicle or boat belonging to a public corporation except in respect of a person who is
ordinarily entitled to use such vehicle or boat and in emergency in respect of an
electoral officer. '

(2) Any person who contravenes the provisions of this section shall be guilty of

an offence and liable on conviction to a fine of #50.000 or to imprisonment for six
months or to both.

128.-—(1) Any person who —

{a) applies under this Act to be included in any list of voters in the name of some
other person, whether such name is that of a person living or dead or of a fictitious
person ; or

(6) having once to his knowledge been properly included in a list of voters
under this Act as a voter entitled to vote at any election, applies, except as authorized
by this Act, to be included in any other list of voters prepared for any Constituency
as a voter at an election ; or

(c) applies for a Ballot Paper in the name of some other person, whether such
name is that of a person living or dead or of a fictitious person ; or

(d) having voted once at an election applies as at the same glection for another
Ballot Paper ; or

(e) votes or attempts to vote at an election knowing that he is not qualified to
vote at the election ; or

(/ induces or procures any other person to vote at an election knowing that
such other person is not qualified to vote at the election ;

shall be guilty of an offence and be liable on conviction to a fine of 14100,000 or
twelve months imprisonment or both.

(2) Any person who commits the offence of impersonation or who aids, abets,
counsels or procures the commission of that offence, shall be guilty of an offence and

be liable on conviction to a fine of #4100,000 or imprisonment for twelve months or
both. ’
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(3) No person charged with the offence of impersonation shall be convicted
except on the evidence of at least two witnesses.

129.—(a) Any officer appoinied for the purposes of this Act who without Dereliction
lawful excuse commits any act or omission in breach of his official duty shall be ©f Duty.
guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine of #4100,000 or to
imprisonment for twelve months or both ;

* (5) Any Polling Officer who fails to report promptly at his polling station on an
election day without lawful excuse shall be guilty of dereliction of duty and on
conviction shall be liable to a fine of 100,000 or twelve months lmpnsonment or
both ;

(c) Ahy Polling Officer who fails to discharge his lawful duties at his polling
station without lawfi! excuse shall be guilty of dereliction of duties and on conviction
shall be liable to a fine of 100,000 or twelve months imprisonment ;

(c/) Any person who annotinces or publishes an election result knowing same to
be false or which is at variance with the signed certificate or returr. shall be guilty of
an offence and on conviction shall be liable to a fine of §4200,000 or twenty-four
months imprisonment or both. '

(e) Any Returning Officer or Collation Officer who delivers or causes to be
delivered a false certificate or return knowing same to be false to the Commission er
a State Independent Electoral Commission, shall be guilty of an offence and on
conviction shall be liable to a fine of 200,000 or twenty-four months imprisonment
or both.

(H Any person who delivers or causes to be delivered a false Certificate or

" Return knowing same to be false to any news media shall be guilty of an offence

and on conviction shall be liable to a fine of 100,000 to twelve months imprisonment
or both.

130.—(1) Any person who does any of the fellowing - Bribery and
Conspiracy.

(a) directly or indiréctly by himself or by any other persbn on his behalf, gives,
lends or agrees to give or lend, or offers, promises, or

(b) promises to procure or to endeavour to procure, any money or valuable
consideration to or for any voter, or to or for any person on behalf of any voter, or
to or for any person, in ofder to induce any voter to vote, to refrain from voting, or
corruptly does any such act as aforesaid on account of such voter havmg voted or
refrained from voting, at any election ; or

{(c) directly or indirectly by himself or by any other person om his behalf, corruptly
makes any gift, loan, offer, promise, procurement or agreement as aforesaid to or for
any person, in order to induce such person to procure or to endeavour to procure

the return of any person as a member of a Legislative House or to an elective office
or the vote of any voter at any. glection ;or

(d) upon or in consequence of any gift, loan, offer, promise, procurement or
agreement as aforesaid, corruptly procures, or engages or promises or endeavours
to procure, the return of any person as a member of a Legislative House or to an
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elective office or the vote of any voter at any election ; or

(e) advances to pays or causes to paid any money to or for the use of any other

" person, with the intent that such money or any part thereof shall be expended in

bribery at any election, or who knowingly pays or causes to be paid, any money to

any person in discharge or repayment of any money wholly or in part expended in
bribery at any election ; or

(/) after any élection directly, or indirectly, by himself, or by any other person on
his or her behalf receives any money or valuable consideration on account of any
person having voted or refrained from voting or having induced any other person
to vote or refrain from voting or having induced any candidate to refrain from
canvassing for votes for himself or herself at any such election.

shall be guilty of an offence and on conviction shall be liable to a fine of t4100,000
or twelve months imprisonment or both.

(2) A voter shall be guilty of an offence of bribery who before or during an
election directly or indirectly himself or by any other person on his behalf receives,
agrees or contracts for any money, gift, loan, or valuable consideration, office, place or
employment, for himself, or for any other person, for voting or agreeing to vote or for
refraining or agreeing to refrain from voting at any such election.

(3) Nothing in this section shall extend or apply to money paid or agreed to be
paid for or on account of any lawful expenses bona fide incurred at or concerning any
election.

(4) Any person who commits the offence of bribery shall be liable on conviction
to a fine of :4100,000 or imprisonment for twelve months or both.

(5) Any person who conspires, aids or abets with any other person to commit
any of the offences under this Part of this Act shall be guilty of the same offence and
punishment thereto.

(6) Forthe purposes of this Act, a candidate shall be deemed to have committed
an offence if it was committed with his knowledge and consent or the knowledge and
consent of a person who is acting under the general or special authority of the candidate
with reference to the election.

131.—(1) Any person who is convicted of an offence under this part of this Act
which amounts to corrupt practice or is convicted of aiding, abetting, counselling or
procuring the commission of such offence shall in addition to any other penalty, be
disqualified during a period of four years from the date of his conviction —

{a) from being registered as a voter or voting at any election ; and

,(3) from being elected under this Act or if elected before his conviction, from
retaining the office to which he was elected.

(2) For the purposes of this section, a candidate shall be deemed to have
committed a corrupt practice if it was committed with his knowledge and consent or the
knowledge and consent of a person who is acting under the general or special authoritv
of the candidate with reference to the election.
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132.—(1) Every person in attendance at a Polling Station including every niticer
charged with the conduct of an election and his or her assistants and ~very solling
Agent and candidate in attendance at a polling station or at the Collation Centre, as the
case may be, shall maintain 2~ aid in maintaining the secrecy of the voting.

(2) No person in attendance = . "»!ling Booth under this section shall, except
for some purpose avithoriced by law, cominu.icate to any person x.iformats: » asic the
name or number 8n the register of any voter »ho hez or has not voied at iz place of
voting. :

{3} No person shali —

[,

(a) interfere with a voter casting his vote, or L°- any v~ means obtain or

Requirement
¢f secrecy in
voting.

atterpt to obtain in @polling station informaticu as io the candidacwe #or whom a -

voter in that place is about to vote for or has voted for ; or

~ {b) communicate at any time to any other persor information obtained in a
polling station as to the candidate to whom a voter is about to vote or has voted for.

{4) Any person acting confrary to the provision <f this section commits an
ofitnce and shall bz liable upon conviction o a Yipe of 50,000 or to imprisonment for
six months orBoih.

133. Aay person who —

(a) votes at an election or induces or procures any person to vote at an election,
knowing that he Qr'she.is such person prohibited from voting ; or

(b) before or during an election, publishes any sfatement of the wnhdrawal
of a candidate at such election knowing it to be false or reckless as to its truff
or falsity ; or

(¢) before or during an election publishes any statement as to the personal
character or conduct of a candidate calculated to prejudice the chance of election of
the candidate or to promote or procure the election of w:other candidate and such
statement is false and was published without reasonable grounds for belief by the
person publishing it that the statement was true,

‘shall be guiity of offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine of 150,000 or
imgprisonment for a term of six months or both.

134.—(1) Any person who knowingly voies or attempts fo vote i a constituency
in respect of which his name is nog on the register of voters shall be guilty of an offence
and liable on conviction to a fine of #450,000 or to imprisonment for six months or beth.

(2) Any person who knowingly brings into a pollmg station during 2+ election
a voters card issued to another person shall be guilty of an offence aud shall be liable
on conviction to g fine 02 50,000 or to imprisonment for six months or both,

135. Any person “ho at an election acts or incites others to act in a disorderly
manner shall be guilty of an offence and be liable on conviction to a fine of 150,000 or
imprisonment for a term of six months or both,
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olrfepcesdon 436.—(1) No person shall on the date on which an election is held do any of the
clection day

following acts or things in a polling station or within a distance of 300 metres of a
Polling Station, that is to say —

(a) canvass for votes ;

(b) solicit the vote of any voter ;

(¢) persuade any voter not to vote for any particular candidate ;
(d) persuade any voter not to vote at the election ;

(e) shout slogans concerning the election ;

() be in possession of any offensive weapon or wear any dress or have any
facial or other decoration which in any event is calculated to intimidate voters ;

(g) exhibit, wear or tehder any notice, symbol, photograph or party card referring
to the election ;

(%) use any vehicle bearing the colour or symbol of a political party by -any
means whatsoever ;

(?) loiter without lawful excuse after voting or being refused td vote ;
* (f) snatch or destroy any election materials ; and
(k) blare siren.

- (2) No person shall in the vicinity of a polling unit or collation centre on the day
of which an election is held —

{(a) convene, hold or attend any public meeting during the hours of poll as may
be prescribed by the Commission ; or

(&) unless appointed under this Act to make official announcements, operate
any megaphone, amplifier or public address apparatus ; and

(c) wear or carry any badge, poster, banner, flag or symbol relating to a political
party or to'the election.

(3) A person who contravenes any provisions of tﬁis sectign shall be guilty of
an offence and be liable on conviction to a fine of 45,000 or imprisonment for a term of
six months for every such offence.

Treaty. 137. A person who —

(a) corruptly by himself or by any other person at any time afier the date of an
election has been announced, directly or indirectly gives or provides or pays money
to or for any person for the purpose of corruptly influencing that person or any
other person to vote or refrain from voting at such election, or on account of such
person or any ofher person having voted or refrained fropm voting at such election
;or ,

(b) being a voter, corruptly accepts or takes money or any other inducement
during any of the period stated in paragraph (a) of this section shall be guilty of an
offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine of 100,000 or twelve months
imprisonment or both. '

.-‘[ i
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138+ A person who —
(a) directly or indirectly, by himself or by another’ person on hlS ‘behalf, makes
use of or threatens to make use of any force, v101e>nce orrestrain;

(b) inflicts or threatens to inflict by himseIfor by any othet person, any temporal
or spiritual injury, damage, harm or loss on or against a person in order to induce or

compel that person to vote or refrain from voting, or on account of such person

having voted or refrdined from voting ; or

(c) by abduction, duress, or a fraudulent device or contrivance, impedes or
prevents the free use of the vofe by a voter or thereby- compels, induces or prevails
on a voter to give or refrain from giving his vote; .

(@) by preventing any political aspirants from free use of the medna, deslgnated
vehicles, mobilization of political support and campaign at an election,

commits the offence of uadue infldence and liable.on conviction to a fine of

»+ 14100,000 or imprisonment for twelve months, and shall in addition be gu:lty of

corrupt practrce under section 1 3‘3 of this Act and. the mcumbent be dlsquahﬁed as
a candidate in the election.

139. The offences referred to in1 this Act shall apply to recé.“ of a member of a
Legislative House and member of a Local Government Council.

ParTVI
- DETERMINATION OF ELECTION PETITIONS ARISING FROM ELECTION

140.—(1) No election and no return at an election under this Act shall be
questioned in any maner other than by a petition complammg of an undue election or
undue return (in this Act referred to as an “election petition™) presented tothe competent
tribunal or court in accordance with the provisions of this Act, and in which the person
élected or retumed is joined as a Party,

(2) In this section “tribunal or court” means —

(a) ih the case of presidential election, the Court of Appeal and

(5) in the case of any other electlons‘ undey. this Act, the Election Tribunal
established by the Constitution or this Act.

141. The Court of Appeal shall, to the exclusion of any otherComt ar Tribunal,
have original jurisdiction to hear and detennme any question as to whether —

(@) any person has been vahdly elected a President or Vice-President of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria; or

(b) the term of office of the President or the Vice-President has ceased ; or
(¢) the office of President or Vice-President has become vacant.

142.—(1) There shall be éétabli’shed for the Fedeiatiop one or more Election

Tribunals to be known as the National Assembly Election Tribunals which shall, to the

exclusion of any court or tribunal, have original jurisdiction to hear and determine
petitions as to whether — :
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(a) any person has been validly efected as a member of the National Assembly ;

(b) the term of office of a wwnber of the Senate or of the House of Representative
has ceased ;

(c) the seat of a member of the Senate or of the House of Representative ha,
become vacant ; and

(d) a question or petition brought before the Election Tribunal has been properly
or improperly brought.

(2) There shall be established in each state of the Federation one or more election
Tribunals to be known asthe Governorship and Legislative Houses Election Tribunals
which shall, to the ¢ @y sion of any court or tribunal, have original jurisdiction 1o hear
and determine petitions as to whether —

(a) any person has been validly elected to the Office of Governor, Deputy
Govemnor or as a member of the House of Assembly of the State ;

() the term of office of any person eiected to the office of Governor, Deputy
Governor or as a member &f the House of Assembly of the State has ceased ;

(c) the seat of Governor, Deputy Governor or as a member of the House of
Assembly of the State has become vacant ; and

(d) a question or petition brought before the election tribunal has been propérly
or improperly brought.

(3) There shall be established in each State of the Federation one or more
Election Tribunals (in this Act referred to as Local Government Election Tribunal )
which shall, to the exclusion of any other Court or Tribunal, have original jurisdiction
to hear and determine any question as to whether —

(@) any person has been validly elected to the office of Chairman, Deputy
Chairman or Councillor ;

(b) tigg*erm of of @& = of any person elected to the office of Chairman, Deputy
Chairman or Councilior has ceased ;

{c) the seat of a member of a Local Government or Area Council has become
vacant ; and

(d) aquestion or petition brought before the Local government Election Tribunal
has been properly or improperly brought.

l‘?mposition 143.—(1) The National Assembly Election Tribunals, the Governorship and
u? Election Legislative House Election Tribunals and the Local Government Election Tribunals
iribunals. . s

shall each consist of a Chairman and four other members.

(2) The Chairman shall be a judge of a High Court and the other members shall be
appointed from among judges of a High Court, Khadis of a Sharia Court of Appeal,
Judges of a Customary Court of Appeal or other members of the judiciary not below
the rank of a Chief Magistrate.

(3) The Chairman and other members of the Tribunals shall be appointed by
the President of the Court of Appeal in consultation with the Chief Judge of the
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State, Grand Khadis of a Sharia Court of Appeal of the State or the President of
the Customary Court of Appeal of the State, as the case may be.
{4) The quorum of an Election Tribunal established by the Constitution or this
Act shall be the Chairman and two other members.
(5) The Election Tribunals provided for under this Act shall be constituted not
later than 14 days before the Election.
144 An election petition under this Act shall be presented within thmy (30) Time for
days from the date the result of the election is declared. Plresf.“t'"g
clecuion
petition.
145.—(1) An election petition may be presented by one or more of the following Persons
persons — ' entitled to
(er) a candidate at an election ; and 2{:3:,';},
petitions.

(5) a Political Party which participated at the election.

(2) The person whose election is complained of is, in this Act, referred to as the
Respondent, but if the petition complains of the conduct of an Electoral Officer, a
Presiding Officer, a Returning Officer or any other person who took part in the conduct
_of an election, such officer or person shall for the purpose of this Act be deemed to be
a Respondent and shall be joined in the election petition in his or her official status as
a necessary party. '

146.—(1) Anelection may be questioned on any of the following
is to say —

grounds, that

(a) that a person whose election is questioned was, at the time of the election,
not qualified to contest the election ;

(5) thatthe election was invalid by reason of corrupt practices or non-compliance
with the provisions of this Act ;

(c) that the respondent was not duly elected by ma_|0r1ty of lawful votes cast at
the election ; or :

() that the petitioner or its candidate was validly nominated but was unlawfully
excluded from the election.

{2) An act or omission which may be contrary to arr instruction or directive of
the Commission or of an officer appointed for the purpose of the election but which is
1ot contrary to the p:oVisions of this Act shall not of itself be a ground for questioning
the election.

147.—(1) An election shall not be liable to be invalidated by reason of non
compliance of this Act if it appears to the Election Tribun¥al or Court that the election
was conducted substantially in accordance with the principles of this Act and that the
non compliance didnot affect substantially the result of the election.

(2) An election shall not be Lable to be questioned by reason of a defect in the
title. or want of title of the person conducting the election or acting in the office
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provided such a person has the right or authority of the Commission to conduct the
election,

148.— (1) An appeal arising in respect of an election petition under this Act
shall —

(a) in the case of Presidential election, lie to the Supreme Court ; and
(&) in the case of all other elections, lie to the Court of Appeal.
(2) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in any other enactment, notice of

-appeal to the Supreme Court or to the Court of Appeal, as the case may be, on an

election petition shall be given within 21 days from the date of the decision appealed
against.

(3) The decision of the Supreme Court under Subsection (1) of thiis section shall
be final.

149.——('1) Subject to Subsection (2) of this section, if the Tribunal or the Court,
as the case may be, determines that a candidate wito was returned as elected was not
validly elected on any ground, the Tribunal or the Court shall nullify the election.

(2) If the Fribunal or the Court determines that a candidate who-was returned as
elected was not validly elected on the ground that he did not score the majority of valid
votes cast at the election, the Election Tribunal or the Court, as the case may be, shall
declare as elected the candidate who scored the highest number of valid votes cast at
the election and satisfied the requirements of the Constitution and this Act.

(3) Onthe motion of a respondent int an election petition, the Election Tribunal
or the Court, as the case may be, may strike out an ¢lection petition on the ground that
it is not in accordance with the provisions of this Part of this Act, or the'provisions of
the Schedule to this Act.

150, Without prejudice to the provisions of Section 294, Subsection (1) of the
Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999, an election petition and an
appeal arising there from under this Act shall be given accelerated hearing and shall
have precedence over all other cases or matters before the Tribunal or Court.

“151,—(1) Ifthe Election Tribunal or the Court, as the case may be, determines
that a candidate . returned as elected was not validly elected, then if notice of appeal
against that decision is given within 21 days from the date of the decisions, the
candidate returned as elected shall, notwithstanding the contrary decision .of the
Election Tribunal or the Court, remain in office pending the determination of the appeal.

(2) If the Election Tribunal or the Court, as the case may be, determines that a
candidate returned as elected was not validly elected , the candidate returned as
elected shall, notwithstanding the contrary decision of the Election Tribunal .or the
Court, remain in office pending the expiration of the period of 21 days within which an
appeal thay be brought.

152. The rules of procedures to be adopted for election petition and appeals
arising there from shall be those set out in the First Schedule to this Act.
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ParTVII
MISCELLANEOUS

153. No person holding an elective office to which this Act relates or a registered
member of a Political Party shall be eligible for or be appointed to carry.out the duties
of a returning officer, an electoral officer, presiding officer or a poil clerk, and any
officer appointed to carry out any of those duties shall be ineligible for nomination as
a candidate for election while he continues to hold any such appointment

154.—(1) Ifthe registration card.of a voter is lost or accidentally destroyed the
voter may attend in person at the office of the registration officer and apply for another
registration card.

(2) The registration officer shall make such enquires as the Commission may
prescribe for the purpose; and where the registration officer is satisfied as to the loss
or accidental destruction of the registration card, he may issue another card to the
voter.

155.—(1) The Commission may prescribe —

(@) a scale of remuneration for officers appointed under this Act for the conduct
of'elections ;

(b) a scale of maximum charges in respect of other expenses incurred by an
Electoral Officer, a Presiding Officer or a Returning Officer in connection with an
election, and may revise the scale as he thinks fit or expedient.

(2) An Electoral Officer, Presiding Officer or Returning Officer shall, in addition
to any remuneration prescribed under paragraph (@) of Subsection (1) of this section
be entitled to such sums in respect of expenses not exceeding the prescribed scale, in
connection with the conduct of an election as are reasonable.

(3) The Commission may pay such honoraria as it may deterrnme to all other
persons and officers who may be involved in one way or the other in conducting an
election under this Act, or in carrying out any task in connection with an election or
election petitions arising there from. . - '

(4) All fees and othet remuneration approved under Subsection (1) of this
section shall be charged upon the Consolidated Revenue Fund of the Federation and
shall be paid in such manner as the Commission deems fit.

156. No person who has voted in any election under this Act shall in any legal
proceedings arising-out of the elections, be required to say for whom he voted.

157. The Attorney-General of the Federation or of a State shall consider any
recommendation made to him or a tribunal by the Commission with respect to the
prosecution by him of any person for an offence disclosed in an.election petition,

158.—(1) An qffence committed under this Act shall be tried in a Court of
competent jurisdiction in the State in which the offénce is committed, or the Federal
Capital Territory, Abuja.
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(2) without prejudice to section 26(8) of this Act, prosecution under this Act
shall be undertaken by —

(a) the Attorney-General of the State in which the offence is committed or by a
legal officer in the Ministry of Justice of that State ; or

() the Attorney-General of the Federation or by a legal officer in the Federal
Ministry of Justice, if the offence is committed in the Federal Capital Territory,
Abuja.

159.—(1) An order for an inspection of a polling document or an inspection o¥
a document or any other packet in the custody of the Chief f'lqtional Commissioner or
any other officer of the Commission may be made by the Election Tribunai ér the Court
if it is satisfied that the order required is for the purpose of instituting or maintaining an
election petition.

(2) A document other than a document referred to in Subsection (1) of this
section relating to an election and which is retained by the Chief National Electoral
Commissioner or any other officer of the Commission in accordance with'this section
shall be open for inspection on an order made by the Election Tribunal or a2 Court in
exercise of its powers to compel the production of documents in legal proceedings but
shall no otherwise be open for inspection.

160.—(1) The Chief National Electoral Commissioner or any other officer of the
Commission authorised by him shall retain for twenty-four months all documents
relating to an election forwarded to him or her in accordance with the provisions of this
Act and shall then unless ;

{a) otherwise ordered by the Election Tribunal or the Court, as the case may
be ; or ’

() he or she is aware that legal proceedings are pending in respect of the
¢lection, cause them to be transferred to the National Archives for preservation.

(2) A document other than a document referred to in Subsection (1) of this
section relating to an election and which is retained by the Chief National Electoral
Commissioner or any other officer of the Commission in accordance with this section
shall be open for inspection on an order made by the election Tribunal or a Court in
exercise of its powers to compel the production of documents in legal proceedings, but
shall not otherwise be open for inspection.

161.' Without prejudice to the other provisions of this Act, the Commission may
delegate any of its powers and functions to any National Electoral Commissioner,
Resident Electoral Commissioner, Electoral Officer, any other officer of the Commission
or any other officer appointed under the provisions of this Act subject to any conditions
or limitations which it may consider necessary or expedient to impose and no such
delegation shall be construed to limit the right of the Commission to exercise such
power, itself,

162. The Commission may, subject to the provisions of this Act, issue regulations,

guidelines, or manuals for the purpose of giving effect fo the provisions of this Act .

and for the due administration thereof.
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163. Notwithstanding any defect or error in any notice, form or document made
or given or other things whatsoever done in pursuance of the provisions of this Act
or rules made thereunder such notice, form or document, is hereby validated with
effect from the date on which it was made, give or done respectively.

164.—(1) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires —

“appointment” includes appointment to an office, confirmation of appointment,
promotion or transfer ;

“Association” means any body or persons (corporate or incorporate) who agree i
act together for any commeon purpose and includes an association formed for any
ethnic, social, cultural, occupational or religious purpose.

“Attorney-General ofthe Federation “ means the ChiefLaw Officer of the Federation

“authority” includes government or government agency ;

“Chief Electoral Commissioner” means the Chamnan of Independent Natlonal
Electoral Commission ;

“Civil Service” means service of the Federation, State or Local Government in a civil
. capacity as staff of the Federal, State, or Local Government assighed with the
' _ responsibility of any business of the Government ;

- “Clerk” means the Clerk of the National Assembly, Clerk of the State House of
» Assembly, and the Clerk of the Legislative House of the Local Government or Area
. Council or any person acting in that capacity ;

“Commission” means the Independent National Electoral Commission established
by the Constitutien ;

“Constitution” means the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999 ;

“Decision” means in relation to coutt or tribunal, any determination of the that
Court or tribunal and includes a judgement, decree, convnctlon "sentenice, order or
recommendation ;

“Electoral Officer” means a staff of the Commission who is the head of the
-.Commissien’s office ata Local government Area or Area Council level ;

“Federation” means the Federal Republlc of Nigeria ;
“Function” includes power and duty ;

“General Election “means an electlon held in the Federation at large and at all levels,
a regularly recurring election to select offices to serve after the expiratlon of the full
terms of their predecessors ;

“Government” includes the Govemment of the Federation, of a State or of a Local
Government Area or Area Council, or any person or organ exen:lsmg power or authority
on its behalf ;

“House or Legislative House” means the House of Assembly of a State, the House
of Representatives or the Senate and includes the Legislative l-louse of a Local
Government Area or Area Council ;

Validation.

Interpretation.
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“Leader(s) of an association” means every person holding an executive position in
that association, including in particular, the Chairman, Secretary or Tréasurer of the
association and every member of its committee of management, however deseribed ;

“Leader(s) of a Political Party” means every person holding an executive position in
that Political Party, including in particular, the Chairman, Secretary or Treasurer of the
Political Party and every member of its committee of management, however described

3

“Legal Incapacity” means a person disqualified under the Constitution or the present
Act or any other Law, Rules and Regulations from registering as a voter or from
contesting elections ;

“Local Government” means Local Government or Area Councils recognized and
existing by virtue of section 3(6) of the 1999 Constitution and set cut in Parts 1 and Il of
the First Schedule thereof and any additional Local Government or Area Councils
Provided for by an Act of the National Assembly inaccordance with Section 8(5) of the
Constitution ;

“National Assembly” means the Senate and the House of Representatives ;

“Newly registered Political Party” means a registered political party that has not yet
participated in any Federal and State Election.

“Offensive weapon or missiles” includes any cannon, gun, riffle, carbine, machine
gun, cap-gun, flint-lock gun, revolver, pistol, air gun, air pistol, or other firearms (whether
whole or in detached pieces), bow and arrow, spear, cutlass, machete, knife, dagger,
cudgel, or any piece of wood, metal, bottle, or stone, acid, corrosive powder, irritating
pressurized gaseous liquid ;

“Office” or “Public Office” means any of the offices the occupation to which is by
election or appointment under this Act ;

“Petition” means an election petition under this Act ;

“Political Party” includes any association of persons whose activities include
canvassing for votes in support of a candidate for election under this Act and registered
by the Commission ;

“Polling Station” means the place, enclosure, booth, shade or house at which
voting takes place under this Act and includes polling unit ;

“Power” includes function and duty ;
“President” means the President of the Fedéral Republic of Nigeria ;

“Registrar” includes Chief Registrar, Deputy Chief Registrar and Registrar of other
grades of the Supreme Court, Court of Appeal, Federal High Court and the High Court
of a State ;

“Registration Officer” includes supervisory assistant registration officer and
assistant registration officer ;

“Resident Electoral Commissioner” means the Commissioner deployed for the time
being to a State ;

“Return” means the declaration by a Returning Officer of a candidate in an election
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under this Act as being the winner of the election ;
“School Certificate or its equivalent” means the following that is :
{a) a Secondary Schoal Certificate or.its eqmvalemorGrach[ Teachem
Certificwe, the City and Guilds Centificate ; or
(b} education up to Secondary School Certificate ; or
“(c) Primary Six School Leaving Certificate or its equivalént ; and
- () service in the public or private sector of the Federation in any capacity
acceptable to the Commission for a minimum of 10 years ; and
(i) attendance at course and training in such institutions as may be acceptable
to the Commission for periods totaling up to a minimum of 1 year ;and -
(#i7) the ability to read, write, understand and communicate in the English
Language to the satisfaction of the Commission ; and
(d) any other qualification acceptable by the Commission ;
“Secret Society” includes any association; group or body of persons (whether
registered or not) — ‘
. (a) that uses secret sign, oaths, rites or symbols and which is formed to promate
. a-cause, the purpose or part of the purposes of which is to foster the interest of its
: members. and to aid one another under any circumstances without due regard to -
. merit, fairplay or justice to the detriment of thre legithmate interest of those who are
' not members ;
b , (b) themembershlp of wlnch is moompatible with the ﬁmct:onordlgmty ofany.
public office under this Act or any other enactment and whose members are sworn
to observe oaths of secrecy ; or o : .
-(c) the activities which are not known to the publlc at large and
(d) the names of whose members are kept secret ; and
* (e) whose meetings and other activities are held in secret ;
“State” when used ptherwise than inwreference to one of the component parts of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria shall include government of a State ;
“State Commission’, means State Independent Electoral Commission established
by Section 197 of the Constitution. .
Al references in this Act to a State in the Federation shall, where appropriate, be
deemed to include references to the Federal Capital Territory.
165. The Electoral Act of 1982 is hereby repealed. Repeal of
: electoral Act
- : B 1982.
. 166. This Act may be cited as the Electoral Act 2001.. - Citation.

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

This Bill seeks to regulate the conduct of Federal, State and Local Government
Elections and also provide penalties accordingly.
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FIRST SCHEDULE
Section 152
'PrOCEDURE FOR ELECTION PETITIONS
1.—(1) At the time of presenting an election petition, the petitioner shall give
security for all costs which may become payable by him to a witness summoned on his
behalf or to u respondent.

(2) The Security shall be of such amount not less than #45,000.00 as the Tribunal
or Court may order and shall be given by depositing the amount with the Tribunal or
court.

~ (3) Where two or three persons join in an election petition, a deposit as may be
ordered under Sub-paragraph (2) of this paragraph of this Schedule shall be sufficient.

(4) If no security is given as required by this paragraph, there shall be no further
proceedings on the election petition.

2—(1) The presentation of an election petition under this Act shall be made by
the petitioner (or petitioners if more than one) in person; or by his Solicitor, if any,
named at the foot of the election petition to the Secretary, and the Secretary shall give
a receipt which may be in Form TF. 002 set out in Schedule 2 to this Act.

(2) The Petitioner shall, at the time of presenting the election petition, deliver to
the Secretary a copy of the election petition for each respondent and ten other copies
to be preserved by the Secretary.

(3) The Secretary shall compare the copies of the election petition received in
accordance with sub-paragraph (2) of this paragraph with the original petition and
shall certify them as true copies of the election petition on being satisfied by the
comparison that they are true copies of the election petition.

(4) The petitioner or his Solicitor, as the case may be, shall, at the time of presenti o
the election petition, pay the fees for the service and the publication of the petition, and
for certifying the copies and, in default of the payment, the election petition shall be
deemed not t6 have been received, unless the Tribunal or Court otherwise orders.

3.—(1) An election petition under this Act shall —
(@) specify the parties interested in the election petition ;
b specify the right of the pctitioner to present the election petition ;

(c) state the holding of the election, the scores of the candidates and the person
returned as the winner of the election ; and

(d) state clearly the facts of the election petition and the ground or grounds on
which the petition is based and the relief sought by the petitioner.

(2) The election petition shall be divided into paragraphs each of which shall be
confined to a distinct issued or major facts of the election petition, and every paragraph
shall be numbered consecutively.
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(3) The election petition shali further -

(@) conclude with a prayer or prayers, as for instance, that the petitioner or one
of the petitioners be declared validly elected or returned, having polled the highest
number of lawful votes cast at the election or that the election may be declared
nullified as the case may be ; and

(b) be signed by the petitioner or all petitioners orby the Solicitor, if any, named
at the foot of the election petition.

(4) At the foot of the election petition there shall also be stated an address of the
petitioner for service at which address documents intended for the petitioner may be
left and its occupier.

(5) If an address for service is not stated as specit{ed in sub-paragraph (4) of this
paragraph, the petition shall be deemed not to have been filed, unless the Tribunal or
Court otherwise orders.

(6) An election petition which does not conform with sub-paragraph (1) of this
paragraph or any provision of that sub-paragraph is defective and may be struck out
by the Tribunal or Court.

(7) The Form TF. 001 set out in Schedule 2 of this Act or one substantlally likeit, Form TF 001
shall be sufficient for the purpose of this paragraph. Schedule 2.

4. Evidence need not to be stated in the election petition, but the Tribunal or  Futher
Court may order such further particulars as may be necessary — particulars.

(@) to prevent surprise and unnecessary expense ;

(b) to ensure fair and proper hearing in the same way as in a civil action in the
federal high court ; and

(c) on such terms as to costs or otherwise as may be ordered by the Tribunal or
Court.

5. For the purpose of service of an election petition on the respondents, the  Address of
petitioner shall furnish the Secretary with the address of the respondents’ abode or  service.
the address of places where personal service can be effected on the respondents.

6—(1)On the presentation of an election petition and payment of the requisite  Action by
fees, the Secretary shall fortwith — Secretary.

(a) cause natice, in Form TF. 003 set out in Schedule 2 of this Act, of the Form TF
presentatlon of the election petition, to served on each of the respondents ; 003.

- (b) poston the trlbunal notice board a certified copy.of the election petition ; and

(c) Set aslde. a certified copy for onward transmissien to the person or persoris
required by law to adjudicate and determine the election petition,

{2} In the notlce of presentatlon of the electlon petition, the secretary shall state
a time, not being léss than five days but not more than seven days after the date of
service of the notice, within which each of the.respondents shall enter an appearance
ifi- ré§pect of the election petition.
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Personal
service on
respondents.

Entry of
appearance.

(3) In fixing the time within which the respondents are to enter appearance, the
Secretary shall have regard to —

(@) the necessity for securing a speedy hearing of the election petition ; and

{b) the distance from the Registry or the place of hearing to the address furnished
under sub-paragraph (4) of paragraph 4 of this Schedule.

7.—(1) Subject to Sub-paragraphs (2) and (3) of this paragraph, service on the
respondents — ,

(er) of the documents mentioned in Sub-paragraph (1) (o) of paragraph 7 of this
Schedule ; and

(6) of any other documents required to be served on them before entering
appearance, shall be personal.

(2) Where the petitioner has furnished, under paragraph 6 of this Schedule, the
addresses of the places where personal service can be effected on the respondents
and the respondents or any of them cannot be found at the place or places the Tribunal
or Court on being satisfied, on an application supported by an affidavit showihg that
all reasonable efforts have been made to effect personal service, may erder that service
of any document mentioned in sub-paragraph (1) of this paragraph be effected in any
ways mentioned in the relevant previsions of the Civil Procedure Rules for effecting
substituted service in Civil cases and that service shall be deemed to be equivalent to
person service.

(3) The proceedings under the election petition shall not be vitiated
notwithstanding the fact that —

{a) the respondents or any of them may not have been served personally ; or

{(b) a document of which substituted service has been effected pursuant to an
order made under sub-paragraph (2) of this paragraph did not reach the respondent,
and in either case, the proceedings may be heard and continued or determined as if
the respondents or any of them had been served personally with the document and
shall be valid and effective for all purposes.

8.—(1) Where the respondent intends to oppose the election petition, he shall —

(a) within such time after being served or deemed to be served with the election
petition ; or '

(b) where the Secretary has stated a time under sub-paragraph (2) of paragraph 7 of
this Schedule, within such time as is stated by the Secretary, enter an appearance by
filling in the Registry a memorandum of appearance stating that he intends to oppose
the election petition and giving the name and address of the Solicitor, if any, representing
him or stating that he acts for himself, as the case may be, and, in either case, giving an
address for service at which documents intended for him may be left or served.

{2) If an address for service and its occupiers are not stated, the memorandum of
appearance shall be deemed not to have been filed, unless the Tribunal or Court
otherwise orders.
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- (3) The themorandum of appeardice Which i/ be as in Form TF 004 set out in
Schedule 2 to this Act shall besigned by the respondent or his Solicitor, if any.

(4) At the-time of-filing the memorandum ofappearance, the respondem or his
Salfcitor, as the case may Be, shall —

- {a)leavea copy of the memorandmn of, appearance for each of the otherpames to
the election petition and three other coples of the memomndum tobe preserved by the
Secretary and

(5) pay the fees for service-as may be-prescribed or directed by the Secretary ;-

and in defauit of the copies being left and the fees being paid at the time of filing the
memorandum of appearance, the memorandum of appearance shall be deemed not
to have been filed, unless the Tnbunal or.Court otherwise orders.

(YA respondent who has a.preliminary objection egainst the hearing of the
election petition on ground of law may file a conditional memorandum of appéarance.

9.—( 1} #fithe respondent does not file a memorandum of appesrance as required
under paragraph 9 of this Schedule, a document intended for service on him may be
posted on the Tribunal notice board and that shal! be sufﬁczent notlce of service bf the
document on the respondent.

(2) The non-filing of a themorandum of appeamnce shall, not bar the responident
from defending the election petition if the respondent files his reply to the eleétion
petition.in the Regisiry within a reasonable time, bat, in any,-case, notlatertl'lan twenty
one (21) days from the receipt of the election petition..

- b0, Fhe. Secretaty shallcause copies ofthe mémbrandam of ‘appearance to be
sefvedm or its notice to be-given to- the othenparties to-the elecﬂen peﬂﬁon

“T1.2(1) The cesporident SRl withir n fourteen (14) days of entermgan appeurance
file in the Registry his reply, specifving in it which of the-facts alleged i in the election

petition he.adnvits.and which-he demes ahd setting but %he faets on which ife relnes in

opposition:to the election: pentmn R angme

(2) Where the respondept in an election petltxon, complmmn; ot' an undue retum
and clalmmg the seaf o or oﬂ“ ice forapem oner lmends to prave that the claim is incorrest
or false, the respondent in his reply si‘wall set out the facts and ﬁgures clearly and
dlstmctly dlsprovmg the claim oﬂtwpetmoner o

(3) The reply may be mgned by ﬁhe respondent orthe Sohcmor vepresentmg hlm, :

ifany. TS g R

(4) At the time of f hn& the l;eply, ;he respondeq; or hls qucunr, Jf any, shall

leave with: the Secretary cop;es of the reply for.services on'the vﬂm‘ parties to the
eTectlon petition with ten extra copies of the replyto be preserved by the Secretary,
and pay the fees for service a8 may be prescribéd or dwected"by the Secremy
and in default of leaving the requnred cop:es.of‘tﬁe ‘reply or paying the feés for
service, the reply shall he deemed nat to have. been filed, unless the Tribunal or
Court otherwise orders. -

Form TF 004 .
Schedule. .

Non-filing of
memorandum
of appear-
ance.

Filing of
reply.
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12, The Secretary sha!l cause a copy of the mply to be served on each of the

~ other parties to the election petmon

13.—(1) Subject to sub-paragraph (2) of this paragraph, the provisions of the -
Civil Procedure Rules relating to amendment of pleadings shall apply in relation to,an
election petition or a reply to the election petition as if for the words “any proceedings”
in those provisions there were substituted the words “the election petition or reply”

(2) After the expiry of the time limited by —

(a) Section 154 of this Act for presenting the election petition, po amendment
shall be made —

(f) introducing any of the requirements of sub—pamgraph 4 of thlS Schedule
not contained in the original election petition filed;or

(#) effecting a substantial alteration of the ground for, or the prayer in, the
- election petition ; or -

(iii) except anything which may be done under the provisions of sub-
paragraph (3) of this paragraph, effecting a substantial alteration of or addition
to, the statement of facts relied on to support the ground for, or sustain the
prayer in the election petition ; and

(b) paragtaph 12 of the Schedule for filing the reply, no amendment shall be
made—

(i) alleging that the claim of the seat or office by the petitioner is incorrect or
false, or

(i) except anything which may be done under the provisions of sub-paragraph
(3) of this paragraph, effecting any substantial alteration in or addition to the
admissions or the denials contained in the original reply filed, or to the facts set
out in the reply.

14. When a petitioner claims the seat alleging that he had the highest number of
valid votes cast at the eleption the party defending the election or return at the
election shall set out clearly in his reply particulars of the votes, if any, which he
objects to and the reasons for his objection against sych votes, showing how he
intends to prove at the hearing that the petitioner is not entitled to succeed.

15.—(1) If a person in his reply to the election raises new issues of facts in
defence of his case which the petition has not dealt with, the petitioner shall be entitled
to file in the Registry, within five (5) days from the receipt of the respondent’s reply, a
petitioner’s reply in answer to the new issues of fact, so however that —

' (a) the petitioner shall not at this stage be entitled to bring in new facts, grounds
or prayers tending to amend or add to the contents of the petition filed by him ; and

(b) the petitioner’s reply does not run counter to the prowslons of sub-paragraph
(1) of paragraph 14 of this Schedule,

(2) The time limited by sub-paragraph (1) of this pafagm;:h shall not be extended.



EiecroraIA(:t . . 2001 No.4" Ag7 - -

Y w—( I) If a.party in an. clectnon petman wish&s to have fuﬁher pamculnrs or Further
other directions of the Tribunal or Court; he may, atany time iftertnﬁ'y of appearance,  particulars or
but not:later than ten days after the filing of the reply, app]y to the Tribunal or Court direction.
specifying in his notice of motion the direction for which he prays and the ‘motion
shall, unless the Tribunal or Court otherwise orders, be set down for heanng on the
first avallable day.

(2) if a party does nat apply as provided in sub—paragraph ( 1) of this paragraph,
he shali be takei to-require no further particulars or other directions and the party shall
be barred from so applying after the veriod laid down in sub-paragraph (1) of this
paragraph has lapsed.

(3 Supply of further particulars under this paragraph shall not entitled the party,
to go beyond the ambit of supplying such further particulars as have been demanded
by the other party, and embark on undue amendment of, or additions to, his petltlon ot
reply, contrary to paragraph 14 of this Schedule. -

17. Everyelection pentlon shall be heard and dctermmed in'an open tribunal” . Hearing of
or Court. petition to be
in open
. . Tribunal or
18.—(1) Subject to the provisions of sub-paragraph (2) of this pagagraph, the , Court
time and place of the hearing of an election petition shall be fixed by the Tribunal or :l';:: :2"2
Coyrta and notice 6fthe time and place of the hearing, whicttmay be as in Form TF.005 hearing
set. out m Schedule 2 of this Act, shall be given by the Secretary at least five days petition.
before the day fixed for thé hearing by — ,

(u) posting the notice on th: Trlbunal notlce lqpard and

(h) send.mg acopy of l:he notice by reglsteied pastorthrough a messenger to =
+ (#y the petitioner’s-address for servlce o o
(if) the respondent‘s addresses for servucc, :f any o

() ‘the Resxdent Eiectoral Commuss:oner or the Commlsslon as the case:
may be ¥ IR

(iv) (2) it ﬁxmg xpe place of hcanng. the Tnbuﬂal Dl‘ Cour; sha!hhavedue
regard to the proxnmlty to and accesmblhty from the place where the electlon was
E ,'. held: e R A
I A T B IR TR T - - :
', The Req:dent E!gctorql Commtsslbner or Cqmmnssmn as the case maybe - Notice of
shall publlsh the notlce of bearmg by causing 2 copy; of the notice to be displayedin; hearing.
the place whlcﬁ wag appomted for, the. Idelwcry of nomination papers prior to the
election’or in some conspicuous place or places within the constituency, byt failure to -
do so or any miscarriage of the copy of notice of hearing shall not affect the proceedings
it:it-does: riot occasion m]ustlce-against any of thé'parties to'the c'lecnon pé:ntyon

20. The posting of the notice of hearing on the Tr:bunal notlcc board sﬁall be ?‘;S_‘i"_g of
“deemed and taken-to"be good natice, dnd: the: notice shall not be vitiated by any 0L o

Tribugal .« .-
miscaeriage of: the copy or. copaes of the notlceientapufsmm to’ paraanp‘h 19 of thls ~ notige board -
Schedule. . " dcemed to be

good netice. :



A8S 2001

Sq. 4 . Electoral Act

Postponement

oF hearing.

Non arrival
of Chairman
of Tribunal
or Presiding
Justice of
Court.
Iearing (o

. continue
from day to
day.

Adjouram=
of wiusivy, -

Fower of the
Chairman of
the Tribunal
or the
Presiding -
Justice of the
Conrt "','

* 21.{1) The Tribunal or Comtmay.ﬁum tbp#wﬁme, by other made on the
application of a party 1o the election petition or at the instance of the Tribunal or Court,
posipone the, begmnmg of the hearing to Such day as the Tribunal or Court may

consider appropriate, having regard at all timec to the need for speedy conclusion cf ,

the heax ing of the eiectton petition.

(2) A copy of the order shall be sent by the Secretary by registered post or
messenger to the Electoral Officer or the Resident Electoral Commissioner or the
Commission who shall publish the order in the manner provnded in paragraph 20 of this
Schedule for publishing the notice of hearing, but failure on the part of the Electoral
Officer or Resident Electoral Commissioner or the Commission to publish the copy of
the order of postponement shall not affect the proceedings in any manner whatsoever.

(3) The Secretary shall post or cause to be posted on the tribunal notice board a
copy of the order.

(4) Where the Tribunal or Court gives an order of postponement at its own
instance a copy of the order shall be sent for service, if any, given by the respondents
or any of them. :

(p) The provisions of paragraph 21 of this Schedule shall apply to an orderor a
notice of postponement as they do to the notice of hearing.

- 22. If the Chairman of the Tribunal or Presiding Justice of the Court has not
arrived at the appomted time for the hearing or at the time to Which the hearing has
been postponed, the hearing shall be by reason of that fact stand adjourned to the
following day and so from day to day.

23.~«1) No formal adjournment of the Tribunal or Court for the hearing an
election petition shall be necessary, but the hearing shall be deemed adjourned and
may be continued from day to day until the hearing js concluded unless the Tribunal
or Court otherwise directs as the circumstances may dictate.

(2) If the Chairman of the Tnbunal or the Presiding Jusuce of the Court who
begins the hearing of an election petition is disabled by illness or otherwise, the
heating may be recommended and concluded by another Chairman of the Tribunal or
Pres-dmg Justice of the Court appointed by the appropnate authority. 3

" (1) After the hearing of an electlon petition has begun, if the inquiry
cannot be continued on the ensuring day or, if that day is a Sunday or a Public holiday,
on the day following the same, the hearing shall not be adjourned sine die but to a
definite day to be announced before the rising of the Tribunal or Court and notice ‘of
the day to which the hearmg is adjoumed shall fortwith be posted by the Secretary on
the notice board.

(2) The heanng may be coqtmued ona Saturday oraona publlc.hollday if
cnrcumstances dictate.

25, —(l) All interfocutory qucst:ons and matters may be heardand. dlsposed of:
by the Chairman of the Tribunal or the Presiding Justice of the Court who shall have

. control over the proceedings as a Judge in the Federal High Court.

i e e e A
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mxmmmomeammh Gonclitied, ifthe Tribishal 6 Court
beforewlneh itwas heard has prepared its judgfnent but the Chairmin or the Prestding
Justice is yuable to deliver &t dus to illness or.ay other cause, the judgment may be
delivered by ohe of the mombers, s the judgment as delivered shall be the judgment
“of the Tribunal or Court and the member shall certify the decision of the Tribunal.or
- Court to the Resident Electoral Commissioner, orwtlloCommission

26.2-1) Atthe conclusiod of the héaging, ngm‘ ine whether
nmwhouehmo?ﬁmumh 2;"% g

persort, was validly returned or clected, or whether the election was void, and shall
mmmmwwmmmu Commission

(2 1f the Tribunal or. Court has determifyed that the election is invalid, then,
subject 10’ Section 159 ofﬁhmmm’u an lppal mdﬁeappeal fnls, anew
elleﬁmdnllbeheidbyh&mm .

@y %mamemhwhkﬂmmcpmthQfmnm
the Commission shall appoint a date for the election which shall not Be Iater than 3
_mmmmamm :

ZT%T)MOWMMM llothewiﬂ!dtmwiﬂlmn MQOfﬁ:eTlibﬂnﬂl
'orCﬂin. S o

(2) Whene the patitlonm are mote than oneno appllutmn g'or leave to wnhdraw
ﬂw eltction petttion shatl be made except wnﬁ the consem of all the petmoners

8y The apphution for léave to w:ﬂtdmw an election :hall be madeby motion in
Foim TF.006 set out in Schedule 2 ofthls Act Bhemotkddftht apphmtmn has been

given to the respondents.

(4)mnweeofmoﬁmshallmﬂucmmdsonwnibhmemmontoWMaw

'is basdd ‘supported with affidvit verifying the facts and reasons for wiﬂ:drawdl
'memupﬁmmmmﬁfﬁnw_

o (5)Atmmdfﬁlinsﬂnnoﬁeeofm&ionMMwn«orpemMﬂnﬂ
Mnowiufetm“wmht

_ (s)mmummmmmmwwm

| mmymmmmmmmmmwm

fmmwmdimwmmofm o

S 28 Beforeﬂleluvefotwmldnwnlofmelecumpetitnmsymtbd eachofthe
wmmmmimmmmmmuw e

7 (ayto the bést oF thie deponent’s’ khmﬂedge M&i&fﬁo agr!qnent orrerm of
any kind whatsoever has beet madé ;and" Par

" (k) no undertaking hnabeen entered into, in relation to(hewuhdrawal of the
petition, but if any tawful agreement has begnmndéii:iﬂi el

- of the petition, the affidavit, shall.set fort
"foregomg smemem sub;ecttowhatappuuy om theafﬁdavnt. o

] mw&t tllﬂ ahaleake the -

e

Effect of
determination
of election
petition.

Wiihdrawal
abatement of
© petitiuz,

Affidavit
against illcgal
“terms of
withdrawat.

Sl
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Mﬂdcz o

L

. Tlmc fof '
hearing
motion for
. feave to
withdraw
petition.

© Payment:of -
So§s5.10,

- .respondents.

Abstement of
Procecdings’
in election
petition.

: 29.*1—(1} The time Mhmg?dpmm mwmm electlon
mmumwmmwmm ' ‘

" {2) The Secretiry may give notice 6fthe day ﬁxed for the hearmx oﬂhc motlon ‘
twthe respondénts and poat or cause to be posted o fic, Tribunal notice beard a copy
of 1 the notice. . :

.30, If the Qlecnm,m is withdraws), the petitioner shall be ljwble to pay -

Awpmpﬂm cogts. to the rcspondenlt or any of them- uinless the Trlbuna] or Court

otherwlse orders.

31.——(1) If a sole petitioner orthe suivivor of several petitioners dies then, mb]ect
to sub-paragraphs (2) and (3) of this paragraph, there shall be no further proceedings on
the election petition and the Tribunal or Court may strike it out of its cause list.

~ (2) Thedeathofa petltloner shall not affect his liability for the payment of costs
m'evaously ipcyrred in the course of proceedmgs in respect of the election petition

prior 1o fts abatement. ‘
- (3) Where notice, with copies for each party to the election petition supported

" by the affidavit of two, witness testifying to the death.of a sole petitioner or of the

Notice of no -

oppogition to
_petition. -

*the Electoral Officer, the R

_ orCourtnot:cemwrmnsmndbyhmmhumwbefomhemmarymn
‘ ,does not intendtoopposcme e!getmn petntaon the Secretary shal!— S

" survivor of several petitloners is gt 'en to the Secretary, he shall submit the natice to

the ’Mbuna! or Coun and if the Tribunal or Court go djrects, the Secretary shall —

!a) Wnonueibemyfnnthepﬂmﬁmﬂ‘e petitign ; ...
~ (b)post or cguse to be Posted gnotwe thercof on the Tribunal notice board and

_{c) cause notice thereof ta be:published in consplcuous places in the
constituency, in such form as the Tribunal or Court may direct.

- 32~{1) Ifbefore the hwmg of'an election petition, a respondent, other than
ing Officer or Presiding Officer, gives to the Tribunal

© ks p

~ (a) serve notice thereof ou the mmmmm Peﬁmn M
(b}mnr cause to bepoﬁedam therpofqn she Tribunat notice board
&)Thcmpm&utﬂaﬂtﬂe&enmmumyfmcaehmher party to the

: elect:on petition not less than six dlys ‘before: m day appomtea‘ for- hearmg of the

s _electm« pethion.

(3 A respondem who hu given notice of *h|s intention not to opposé the

'-,elect:on petition shall not appear or act as a party against the election petition in any

" progeeding on it; but the giving of the notice shall not of itsclf cause him ta cease o
S :be a respondcm o

co-.;nma e
of otice-of . -

33 ——(I)Whnumuof—— _i .

(a) the pﬁlﬁoner's m tpyplyforleave to mthdraw an eledtion pemlon or
(b) thc duth of the sole penﬁm or the survivor of several pemlonen or

[P T SR S PR N
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" 1¢) the rospondent’s itencon. ot chpole an election peiton, i ceived
afternoticcpfhsmng m tition has been ‘... i Ykt Ol it
hﬂﬂnghasﬁomm m Scretary 3 .

@ The countermanid lhall bc gi\mﬁn ﬂmmm mamﬂm be.
as the notice of heanng '

34 Where the respondiit e ot bered a1 ppberason, v has wot fllod his  Dscston of
mwmmmmmaummmmmmmwwwm | m or
‘aflowed, or has given notice that he does not intend $0 oppoae tia petition; then if — ek

(a)there remains no more Hian oneoﬁdr cmdldmin the elwtm who was not
" retarned ¢ of

(b) the election petitiou contains no prayer fora detemimtion that the electlon
Was void; m"

(c)ﬂlmarendfactsormtmdswwﬂuelectiwpotttlonorinﬂlemply.if |
any, ‘or staéd in any ﬁuﬁiwwﬁeulmﬂedm the' proceedings or otherwise
‘@ppearing on proofofwhieﬁ ltoughiwbommmnthemw void;

or

(dy the election petition h one complaining of undue returm wnd c‘himlng the
seat oroﬂ’icefordiacmdidmmwmmmod mdmemthunot
r_;msed any formal or written ubjmmuywmamundwwﬂpmﬁmer
“the TnbunalorConrtmly, |fitdamﬁt,dmmuheptmbdh§tmmelectm
petition “without hearing evidence or farifior-evidence, afd in any cust, the
‘procoedings shall be. munugd and determined on such evidence orotherwise as
.- the Tribunal or Court mny m:wmt'orm fullnndpropardemmimuon of
ﬂre elaq.tlon ‘petition. -

35—(timefeepaywhmmmmnofnelemmpmﬁoﬁdmlmtbe Fees..
less than M1,000.00.

(2) A hearing fee shall be payable for thchoimg st o rato ofﬂAOper day of
the hearing but ot exceedtngmoooinaﬂ,buttehibmul «Commay direct a
dlfferent fec to be charged for any'day of the hearing. -

)] For the purpose of sub-paragraph (2) of this: pangnph thepetmoners shall
make a deposit of not less than M200 at the time of presenting his petmon

(4) Subject to the provisions of this paragraph, the foes payable in connection
_with an election pemion shall be at the rate prescribed for chvit proceodings in the
Federal High Court.

(5) No fees shall be payable by the Aftbrn:y-Gemnl of the Federation (acting
in person or through any other legal officer) or by a resporident who was the-
Commission or any of its officers appointed pursuant to the provisions of this Act.

(6) No fees shall be payable for the summonm; of wm\esm summoned by the
Tribunal or Court at its own instance. :
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Payment of
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36'-—(1) All costs, charges and expenses of and incidental to the presentation
of an election petition and to the proceedings consequent thereon, with the exception

“of such as-are otherwise prowded for, shall be defrayed by the parties to the election

petition in ‘such manner and in such proportlons as the Tnbunal or Court may
deterinine, regard bemghadto—- - :

(@) the disallowance of any costs, charges or.expenses, whlch may in the opinion

of the ‘Tribunal or Court havé been caused by vexatious conduct, unfounded

- allegation or unfounded objeenondiepm‘tofﬂm petitioner or of the reepondent,'
asthe case may be ; and . -

(&) the: discouragement of any needless expenses by throwmg the burden of
defraylng the expenses. o the Party by whom it has been caused ; whether that
Party is or is not on the whole snccessful

) Where the tnbunal or Court declare an electit')_n to be void, it may, if satisfied
that the invalidity was due either wholly or.in part to the culpable default of an officer
responsible for the condugt of the ¢lection in the performance of his duties imposed
by this Act, order that the whole or part of the ¢ost awarded to the successful
petitioner be paid by that officer.

. 37. Money deposited as security shall, when no longer needed as security for -
costs; charges or expenses; be-returnéd to-the person in whose name it depositéd or -
to the. person entitled to receive it by order of the Tribunal or Court which may be
made bn motion uffer notice and proof that all just claims have been satisfied or
otherw:se sufficiently prowded foras the Tnbtmai or Court may rcqulre ‘

38 —{l) The Tnbunal or Courtmay on apphgatlon made by aperson to whom
any costs, charges of expenses is payable, order it to be paid out of 2 (deposit made to
secure it, after notice to the party by or on whose behalf the deposit was made,
requiring him to file a statemiént within: ‘a specified time whether he Opposes the
application and the ground of his opposmon

(2) Where a dispute arises on an application iunder'-sub-paragraph (1) of this
paragraph, the Tribunal or Court shall afford every person aff-g*ed by the dispute an
opportunity of being heard and shall make such ordér there on as it may deem fit.

(3) A person shall be deéméd to have been afforded the opportunity of being -
héard if notice of the appointed time for the inquiry into the dispute was given to him,
though the person may not have been present at the making of the inquiry. .

(4) A notice to be givento & person under this paragraph may be given by the
Secretary handing him the notice or sending it to him by registered letter. '

(a) Inthe case of a party, at the’ address fqr service ;

( b) ln the case of an appllcatlon for payment at the address g]ven m his

the giving of notice in any other manner in which notice may be given or which
may be authorized by the Tribunal or Court. . : . ‘

P SV U PSSR RS SRS e
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(5) Execution may be levied under an order for payment made by the Tribunal or

Court under this paragraph in the same manner and to the same extent as execution -

may be levned under judgmentifor the payment of'money; '

39, ——(I)On theheanngofmelecuon peunon,mcmhngl m-Cummnymmm
a persor as a witness who appears to the Tnbunal or Court to have been concerned
in the election. -

" (2) The Tribunal or Cmm may examine & wuness 30 summoned or lny other

personmtheTnbunalorCounalthoughthewiﬂmsorpmunotcdledmd
examined by a party to the election petition, and thereafter he may be cross-examined

by or on behalf of the petitioner and the respondent.

(3) The expenses of a witness called by the Tribunal-or Court at its own instance
shall, unless the Tribunal or Court otherwise orders, be deemed to be costs of the
election petition and may, if the Tribunal or Court so directs, be paid in the first
instance by the Secretary in the same way as State witness® expenses and recovered
in such manner as the Tn‘bunal or Court may direct. -

{4) Where the Tribunal or Court summons a persoh as a witness under this

- paragraph, the provisions of, the Civil Procedure Rules relating to the expenses of

persons ordered to attend a hearing shall apply as if they were part of this paragraph.
(5) The Tribunal or Court shall —

{«) In making and carrying into effect an order for the production and inspection
of documents used in the election ; and

(5) In the examination of any witness who produces or wil produce a documém
ensure that the way in which the vote of a pamcular person has been given shall
not be disclosed.

40.—(1) A person called as a witness in a proceeding in the Tribunal or Court
shall not be excused from answering a question relating to an offence or connected

‘with an election on the grounds that the.answer thereto may incriminate or tend to

incriminate hinf, or on the ground or pmnlege

A witness who answer truly all questlons which he is required by the Tribunal
or Court to answer shall be entitled to receive a certificate of indemnity under the
hand of the Chairman or the Tribunal or Presndmg Jusnce of the Court stating that the
witness has so answered.

(3) An answer by a person to a question before the Tg'ibunal or Court shall not,
except in the case of a criminal proceeding for perjury in respect of the answer, be
admissible in any proceeding, civil or criminal, in evidence against him.

(4) When a person has recéived a certificate of indemnity in relation to an
clection and legal proceedings are at any time brought against him for an offence
against the provisions of this Act, committed by him prior to the date of the certificate
at or in relation to that election, the Tribunal or Court having cognizance of the case
shall. on proof of the certificate, stay the proceeding, and may. at its discretion, award
to that person such costs as he may have been put to in the proceeding.

Calling of

Privileges of
a witness.
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Evidence by
fespondent.

Enlargement
and abridge-

ment of time.

Service o
notice.

41. At the hearing of an election petition complaining of an undue return and
claiming the seat or office for a petitioner, the respondent may, subject to the,provisions
of the sub-paragraph (2) of paragraph 12 of this Schedule, give évidence to prove that
the election of the petitioner was undue in the same manner as if he were the person
presenting the election petition complaining of the election.

42.—(1) The Tribunal.or Court shall have powér, subject to the provisions of

_section 154 of this Act and paragraph 14 of this Schedule, to enlarge time for doing

any act or takmg any proceedings on’ such-terms (if any) as the justice of the case
may require except otherwise prowded by any other provision of this Schedule.

(2) An enlargemént of time may be ordered although the spplication for the
enlargement is not mede unti after the expiration of the time appointed or allowed.

(3) When the time for delivering a pleading or document of filing any affidavit,
answer or document, or doing anything or act is or has been fixed or limited by any of
the sections, paragraphs or rules under or in pursuance of this Act or by a direction or
an order of the Tribunal or Court, the costs of an application to extend the time, where
allowed or of an order made there on shall be borne by the party making the apphcatlon
unless the Tribunal or Court otherwise ordets.

(4) Every application for enlargement or abridgement of time shall be supported
by affidavit.

(5) An application for abridgement of time may be ex parte, but the Tribunal or
Court may require notice of the application to be given to the other parties to the
election petition.

(6) An application for enlargemem of time shall be made by motion after notice to
the other party to the election petition but the Tribunal or Court may, for good cause
shown by affidavit or otherwise, dispense with the notice.

() A copy of an order magde for enlargement or abridgement of time shall be filed
or delivered together with any document filed or delivered by virtue of the order.

43.—+1) Where a summons, notice or document, other than a notice or document
mentioned in sub-paragraph 1 of paragraph 7 of thns Schedule, is required to be servea
on a person for a purpose cennected with an election petition, it may be served by
delivering it to the person or by leaving it at his last known place of abode in the
constituency with any person there found who is a resident of the abode and appears
to be 18 years of age or more.

) Aftera party has given an address for service is shall be sufficient if, in lieu
of serving him personally with a document intended for him, the document is served-

(a) on the person appearing on the paper last filed on his behalf as his Solicitor
wherever the person may be found or, if the person is not found at his office, on the
clerk there apparently in charge ; or

{b) on the person named as occupier in his address for service wherever the |
person may be found or, if the person is not found at the address, on —

—
4
i
£
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(1) the- person-there found apparently in charge 1f such addrcsslsa ptace or
..., business, or_. o )

~(ify:a persony, other thma damesnc servant, there fouadwtm isa r:mdem of
the address and appears to be |8 years of age or more..

7€3) A party may change his-address for service by ;giving notice of his new
_ ’addfess for service and its.occupier:te the Secrefary and te-sach party to the glection

‘petition, bat, untilanoticeisreceived bytheSeemWy lus okd addmss fcmuews;eman
g ‘cﬁntmue tobe his: addmfar serwce St

(4) Where service by one of the modes spcmﬁed in this paragranh has proved
lmpracticable the Triburial or Courtmay, on being satisfied, on'an application supported
‘ bsr an affidavit showmg what*hd@ been done’ that aﬂ s'ensonable eﬂbﬂs have been

/ mhdetu‘effcct Sorvkew : .

( a) order that.semcc be effected in any of the ways menuoned in the nrows:ons
~ of the Civil P‘rocedure rulcs relatmg to substltuted serv:ce wh:ch semce shall be
‘ sufﬁcmnt or :

b) dlspense with semce or polu;e as the Tn'bunal or Court deems fit.

44, Where two-.or more candidates mybemade mqmndemm mem petltlon
and their case may, but for all pucposes (lncludmg the taking of secunty) the election
petmon shall be. decmcd to be ;a separate petmon aoamst each of the respondents

45. Where two ar more petitions are presented in relation to the same electlon or
retitrn, all the petitions shall be consotidated, considered and be dealt with as one
~ pefition unrless the Fribunal o Courtshall-otherwise direct inorderto do jugtice or an

objection in line against-one or miore of the petmms has been upheld by tive Tribunal
.or Court,

- 46: -w(l) Where an election petition cﬁm'plmnsdthb cmﬂtu:t of an Elo¢toral
Officer, a Préslding Officer, Returning Officer orgny-dther official of the Controigsion he
shall for ail purposes be deemed to be a respondent and joined in the electlenpctitlon
. asanecessary party, but an Electoral Officer, a Presldmg ofﬁcer, Returning Officer or
.~ any other official of the Commlssmn shall not be'a; hbbriy to decfme from Oppesing the

- petition exce,pt wi ,thc wntten consent of the Attomey-Genei‘aI of the Federati’on

©(2)If consént i withbietd by the Am:yaﬁm&a!rundm sub»pmﬂ;v( 1) of
* “this Paragrapi'the Governnfentof the Fedesation shall indemnify the Elsctoral Officer,

* ' Presiding Officer; Returning Officeror such-othec official of the Commission: against
any costs which may be awarded against him by the Tribunal or Covirt in-respect of the
e ‘electmn petition. .

s f .

T (3) Where theCommissxon, an ammm nhwdmomnt Refurning i

g <Ofﬁeer ot any other official of thie Commission hasbesn joinied as a rospondent in an
election petition, a Legal Officer of the Gommission or & Legal Practitiorier engaged by
the Commission, or the Attorney-General of the State concerned (acting in person or
through any of his Legal Officers), or the Attgrney-G_eneral of the Federation (acting in
person or through any of his Legal Officers) shall represent the Commission Electoral

Two or more
candidates as
respendents.

Consolidation
of petitions.

Electoral
officer, ¢tc.,
s- -
respondent.
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Duplicate of
NDocuments.

Neon-
compliance
with rules,
cte.

Application
of rules of -

Practics wnd

procedure. of -

Countof =~
Appulortlu

L Count.

[

Ofﬁoer PmndmgOﬂ’ber RemmmgOfﬁoeroroﬂleroﬁiclanf the Commission atthe =
Tribunal or Court. '

(4) A private Legal Pi"actitioneungaged by the Commission undersub-pmgmph
(3) of this paragraph shall be entitled to be paid his professional fees and a legal officer
so engaged shall be paid such honorarium as may be approved by the Commission.

47. In the absence of express provision in this Schedule, a’party filing any

‘document or process paper iti connection with any step being taken in the proceedings
~of an-election petition shall, unless the Secretary otherwise directs, leave with the
 Secretary copies of the document or process paper for service on each of the parties to

the election petition in addition to three copies which the Secretary may preserve.

_ 48—(l)Nm-complmoewnﬂ\myofthepwmmofdecheduIe,mw:ﬂumle
ofpncﬁeefadwmbemgopmtm,exceptoﬂmwmmdormledmllmmdu
mypmeeedmgvmd,unlmdwmbmaleounsodmcts,hnd\epmedmgmnybe
sstmdewhollyormp-‘tu;m'egular ormended,oroﬂ:erwnsedealtwnﬂnnsudmmmer
and on such terms as the Tribunal or Court may deem fit and just. .

(2). An application to set aside an election petition or a procgeding resulting
there from for irregularity or for being a nullity, shall not be aliowed unless made within
a reasonable time atid when the party making the application has ot taken any ‘fresh

step in.the ptomdmgs after knowledge of the defect.

3 An application to set aside an election- petmon or a proceeding pertaining
thereto shall show clearly the legal grounds on which the application is based.

(4) An clection petition shall not be deféated by an objection as to form if it is
possible at the time the objection is raised to remedy the defect- cither by way of
amendment or as may be directed by the Tribunal or Court,

(5)An objeet:on challenging the regularity or competencé of an election petition

‘ahallbeheardmddewnnmedbeforeanyfurﬂlermpsmﬂlepwoeedmgslfﬂw

objection tshmughtmmedmlyﬂ\edefectmﬂiefweofﬂwelecnonpmﬂmls
noticed.

) Subjectwﬂnmprovumofﬂmmt,mepmmemdpmcedmof

“‘i‘he'rribumlord)ecourthmlaumwanelecnonpemmshallbeunwlyaspouible,

similar to the practice and procedure of the Federal High Court in the exercise of its civil

;mmmcmmmmmmmmmhmdiﬁmmumy .
'be necessary to render them applicable having regard to the provisions of this Act, as
"mpedumandﬂtempmdmtmmpecﬁvelymepmﬂ'mdﬂ\e defendantin
‘an ordinary civil action. '

50, SubjecttoﬂleprovmemofmisAct,mnppultotheCounoprpealorto
the Supreme Court shall be determined in accordance with the practice and procedure

-relating to appeals in the Court of Appeal or of the Supreme Court as the case may be
_regarded being had to the need for urgency on electoral matters.

-+
i
¢
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Electoral Act

SECTION A

FormEC. 1 Section 8(2)

APPLICATION FOR INCLUSION IN REGISTER OF VOTERS
Fo-the Registration Officer,

apply to be included in the Prchmmary List of the chlster of Voters for the above
constituency upon the grounds:—

1. That I am a citizen of Nigeria;

2. That [ am 18 years or above 18 years of age;

3. That1am now ordinarily resident at ............c.ccoociiiiiiiiiiiii .

......................................................................................................................

(here state town or village and if posstble the street number if known)

4. And I declare that the above particulars are true to the best of my belief andi—

*(a) that I am not already registered in this or any other Preliminary List or
Register of Voters under the above Act (or I request that my riame be now
entered in the appropriate list); or

*(b) that [ have already registered, but wish my name transferred to the area of
my new abode. Particulars of my former place of residence are given below:-—

Cobe

—
s
]

o
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~ $ecTioNB

APPLICANT’S OTHER PARTICULARS (In Capitals)

5. NaMENFULL oo ettt e as s re e nra s aas
(Family Name First)

6. OCCUPATION ....covvviiirnrnniniinn, et ek r s e e s e se e sae s bbbt ebe e

7 R AGE 1ouiiiiii i et e et s et e a et aae e areras

8. SEXMALE(M)FEMALE(F) ..ooonninninniniiii e

..............................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................

or
*Right thumb print impressed in the presence of

witness to thumb print ...
Address and occupation of such witness:

LR R R R L B R R P

*Cross out whichever is inapplicable
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SECOND SCHEDULE - Section 73

Electoral Act—2001
FORMEC.2

CLAM FOR CORRECTION OF OR INSERTION OF NAME IN PRELIMINARY LisT
To the Supervisory Assistant Registration Officer,

WARD

1, ‘ of.

hereby declare : -

1, Thatl applied for inclusion in the Supplementary List for the updating Register of Voters for the

above Wardonthe.................... 200....... and that my particulars have been omitted/inaccurately stated.
2. lamacitizen of Nigeria,
3. lam I8 yearsofage or over.

4. | am ordinarily resident at the abnve address or

.......

5. 1hereby apply for the Supplementary List to be completed/corrected accordingly.

6.  1declare that the above particulars are true to the best of my belief and that | am not already
registered in this or any Supplementary List dr Register of Voters.

Date Signature or Thumb Print

+
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- Electoral Act 2007
- FORMEC.3 ' Section 13 (2)
OBJECTION To NAME IN SUPPLEMENTARY LIST
To the Supervisory Assistant Registration Officer, .......sesmuir«CONSHUENCY........cccurrnen 200.............
R .of
(Address). et '

whose name appears in the Supplementary List for the.above Ward hereby give notice :

I.  Thatlobjectto the inchusion in Such 1ist OFthE HAME OF ....uerwrirrverimes _—
......... reveassgussrnensennnnesse WHOSE ddress is given as...
ettt on the following grounds . s iapsesseens

e bisbraterrasara SR te s tenter e se st bretne T L I ZXTT TTTPPELTTIAPITO PN

Dated this DAy Of......coocvierecrennrersresnermensensenns 200.......00..
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Electoral Act 2001 _ _ ,
FORM EC. 3A ' Section 23
NOTIFICATION OF DEATH OF A PERSON NAMED IN THE REGISTER OF VOTERS

To the Registration Oﬁ'lcér,

............. s Constifuency.....uv.vwnnn 20.......

T | inenanOf. SRR v
give noticethat.........ecveeiresninennss - R whose name is on
theRegisteroquten iventnivios ' ST — Registration Centre
as ......... is dead

1 wish to produce the following evndence.’vvltness .............................................

S‘rgned ................... ...... '
.

“u
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FORM TF 001 o -
ELECTORAL ACT, 2001 ' * o

IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ELECTION TRIBUNAL/GOVERNORSHIP AND
LeGisLATIVE Houses ELECTION TRIBUNAL/COURT ©F APPEAL

Howen Ad ..........
Petition No

The electiontothe.................. woreetieans forthe......;....Consti;ﬁencyo‘rtheofﬁceheld onthe............... day
/Of ; » 20.... S | T B
__Between’ e e o R

AB.. - } Petitioner (s) |

CD ' }

AND
EF.ceeremrcsisessons } ‘Respondent (s)
G.H..ooooovvrvnecteevenanns H 7 C g e e
PETITION H o
The petition 0f A.B. Of ........c...coereerrmerrrenrerernersesennsesns ..... _ ..(or'ofA.B.and-C.D.of ................... orasthe

case may be) whose names are subscribed.

R Y our petitioner A. B. was a candidate at the above election
or claims to have had a right to contest or be returned at the
abave election or was a registered political party and your
petitioner.................. J(here state in like marinér the right of

-------------------------------------------------

.................................................................................
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2. And your petitioner (s) state (s) that the election was held on
the......... dayof....... 20........when A.B. (and C.D.) and
E.F.(and G.H.) were candidate (s).

3 And your petitioner (s) state (s) that (here state facts and
grounds on which the petitioner (s) rely.........oc.orrricnene,

....................................................................................................
....................................................................................................

P U

Therefore your petitioner (5) pray (s) that it may be determined that the said E.F. (arid G.H.) was (were)
not duly elected (or returned) and that the (or his) election was avoid or that the said A.B. (and C.D.)
was (were) elected and ought to have been returned, or the case may be.

SIGNE....nnnirareeerrrecercereirrressaens A.B.
.................. CD.
Address for service........oveoveinrcrereerenees
The name of my (or our) Solicitor is.............. ferereeens

or | (or we) am (or are) acting for myself (or ourselves)

SIZNC o, A.B. Petitioner (s)
................... SRRSO S b X
Signed before me this........c......ccoo.... day Of ..o 20..........
hY
Secretary

- RS e N e I FS - ke o e e e, - s 8 Al leh homerim e

.
b
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- Paragraph 3 Schedule |
FORM TF 002
ELECTORAL ACT, 2001

IN THE NATIONAL AsSEMBLY ELECTION TRIBUNAL/GOVERKORSHIP AND
LecsiLATIVE Houses ELECTION TRIBUNAL/COURT OF APPEAL

...................................................

Petition No..........c.icccvanviens
Between
........................................................... }

Petitioner (s)
T PO P U R R, } ’
AND
................... .}
} Respondent (s)-

RECEIPTOF PETITION.
Receivedonthe..............c.ee. dayof.............200:.....at the Registry of the Tribunal, a petition touching
theelectionof...................cc..........a5 amember of. /to the Office Of ....ccoveer oo
...................................... purporting to be signed by.
Datedat....... ...coooomvniiiiinens this W dayof..... 200......

Secretary

For Serviccon:

Petitioner

eaamrasabiivinesasrreessatbbienanin

B R
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Paragraph Schedule | _
| FORMTF 003
ELECTORAL ACT, 2001

IN THE NATIONAL AsSEMBLY ELECTION TRIBUNAL/GOVERNORSHIP AND
LEeGISLATIVE Houses ELECTION TRIBUNAL/COURT OF APPEAL

HOLDEN AT ceereeoeeoe e csrressmssen
Petition NO ..o

Between
................................................... Petitioner (s)
and
................................................... Respondent (s)
SEEAY raNeses N rE Nt sseub T AT A da AR Ry ;
To Respondent (s) :

NOTICE OF PRESENTATIONOF PETITION ‘ : ' *

) 1

TAKE NoTick: that a petition, a duplicate whereof is attached hereto, has this dayv been presented in the
Registry of the Tribunal/Court of Appeal named above and that you are to enter an appearance in y
respect of the petition to the said Registry within..................... days of the date when this notice was left
at your address set below, or as the Court may direct by order under paragraph 8 (2) of the Schedule
1 to this Act, otherwise proceedings on the petition may be continued and determined in default of -

your appearance, and any document intended for you may be posted up on the notice board. which
shall be sufficient notice thereof.

Dated this.........cccovrrverne day of ... it 20 |

Seeretary

| .A....,......‘.fy,_.,...w.‘.‘....“_.. Y P [P — - o




~
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Paragraph 9 Schedule |

FORM TF004
ELECTORAL ACT, 2001

IN THE'NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ELECTION TRIBUNAL/GOVERNORSHIP AND
LeaisLATIVE HouseS. ELECTION TRIBUNAL/COURT OF APPEAL

HOLDEN AT ... errerereeernneeens

Between

................................................... 1 Respondent (s)

To: The Secretary,

MEMORANDUM OF APPEARANCE

I:lection Tribunal-Court of Appeal

Please Cnler aPPEAraNTe FOm..... ..o verer et s s ssss e sresssssssssss s vt who is

election petition.

The name and address of his Solicitor are as follows :

........................................................................

........................................................................

For Service on ;
Petitioner
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\ : - , " Paragraph 19 Schedule |’

- , ~ FORMTF 005

'ELECTORAL ACT. 2001

1N THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ELECTION TRIBUNAL/GOVERNORSHIP AND
LEGISLATIVE HousEs ELECTION TRIBUNAL/COURT OF ABPEAL

Howpen AT ....
Between .
}
} Petitioner (s)
-}
AND
}
H
} Respondent (s)
'
The petition of. ‘ , (Petitibher) of. A
(or of...... of.... aNd..ooennnrre (Petitioners) as the case may be) -

whose name (s) are subscribed..

TAKE Norice that the above election petition will be heard at on the day
of ........ 20 and on such other days as the Court of Appeal may determine. -
Dated this day of 20,

Address for Service : I

Petitioner: - o

) Resbondent :

e B e B T A -
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ELECI'ORALACI' 2001

IN THE NATIONAL Assamw Bmhmmdﬁovm AND
LEGISLATIVE Houses ERECTION 'lh_mnwlCamros AL

HoLoen aT.

Between

Doteda his

For Servioe on:
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I certify, in accordance with Section 2 (1) of the Acts Authentication Act; Cap. 4, Laws of the Federation
of Nigeria 1990, that this is a true copy of the Bill passed by both Houses of the National Assembly. '

IBRAHIM SALIM, CON
Clerk to the National Assembly
5th Day of December, 2001

e e m e A e AR kit e U " e v e TP i A
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EIECIURA.L BILL, 2001
(1) __ ) &) ] @ 6
: Date - Date Passed
Short Title of Long Title of of the Bill Summary of Contents of the Bill | Passedby| byHousegqf
the Bill '

_ Senate | Representatives
Electoral Bill, 2001 An Act to Regulate the conduct| This Bill secks to regulate the condict of Federal, | 4th December] 4th December,

of Federal, State and Local State and Local Government Elections and also . 2001 | 2001
Government Elections, and provide penalties accordingly. IR |

other matiers connected

therewith.

I certify that this Bill has been careﬁ.llly oompmdby me with the decision reached by the NauonnlAasemblyandfoundbymembeuue and

comrect decision of the Houses and is in accordance with the provisions of the Acts Authentication Act CAP. 4 Laws of the Federanon of ngem
19%0.

IBRAHDM SALIM, CON
Clerk to the National Assembly

5th December, 2001
I AssENT.

CHIEF OLUSEGUN OBASANJO, GCFR
President of the Federal Republic of ngma
6thDecemb¢r 2001
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