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ANACTTOREGULATETHECONDUCTOFFEDERAL,STATEANDLocALGOVERNMENT
ELECTIONS:ANDOTHERMATTERSCONNECTED1HEREwnH

[6th December, 20011

ENACTEDby the National Assembly of the Federal Republic of Nigeria-

PART1

NATIONALREGISTEROFVOTERSANDVOTERS'REGISTRATION

" -

t.-{ I) The Commission shall compile, maintain and update, on a continuous
basis, a National Voters' register (in this Act referred to as the "register of Voters")
which shall include the names of all persons entitled to vote in any Federal, State, or
Local Government Election.

(2) The Comrn ission shall maintain as part ofthe Register of Voters a Register for
voters for each state of the Federation and the federal Capital Territory.

(3) The Commission shall maintain as part of the Register of voters for each
State and Federal Capital Territory, a Register of Voters for each Local Government.
area Council within the State and the Federal Capital Territory. .

(4) The Register shall contain in respect of every person the particulars required
in Form EC IA in the Schedule to this Act including the principal name and such one or
more further names by which a person is usually or may be known and his address
which for the purposes of this Subsection may be the name of a village or in the case
ofl! town, the name of the street, if the Commission thinks fit, but no person shall be
registered under a principal name alone being a single name or without his address.

(5) The registration of voters and or the up-dating of the Register of Voters under
this Section shall stop not later than 60 days before any election covered by this Act.

(6) At least 30 days before the commencement of the general registration
exercise aforesaid, the Commission shall issue to all the Political Parties a booklet
containing the full list of all the Registration Centre in the country.

(7) Every political party shall have the right to send up to two representatives or
agents to each Registration Centre to observe the registration exercises.

\---------~.--.-- - - .._---- ---------_ ... -
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2.-{ I) A person shall be qualified for registration as a voter if such a parson:

(a) is a citizen of Nigeria;

(b) has attained the age of eighteen years;
(c) is ordinarily resident, works in, originates from, or is an indigene of the Local

government Area or Ward covered by the Registration Centre;
(d) presents himself to the Registration Officers of the Commission for registration

as a voter within the period stipulated by the Commission for registration of voters ;
(e) is not subject to any legal incapacity to vote under any Laws, Rules or.

Regulations in force in Nigeria.

(2) No person shall register in more than one registration center or register more
than once in the same registration centre.

(3) Any person who contravenes the provisions of Subsection (2) of this section
shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a fme not exceeding "'100,000'
or imprisonment for a term not exceeding one year or both.

3.-{ I) A person who before the election is resident in a Constituency other
than the one in which he was registered may' apply to the Resident Electoral
Commissioner of the State where he is currentlyresident for his name to be entered on
the Transferred Voters List for the Constituency.

(2) An application under Subsection (I) of this section shall be accompanied
by the applicant's voters card and be made not less than 30 days before the date of an
election in the Constituency where the applicant is resident;

(3) The Resident Electoral Commissioner to whom an application is made under
the provision of this section shall cause to be entered the applicant's name in the
Transferred Voters' List if he is satisfied that the applicant is resident in a polling area
in the Constituency and is registered in another Constituency.

(4) Whenever an Electoral Officer on the direction of the Resident Electoral
Commissioner enters the name of any person on the Transferred Voters' List for his
Constituency he shall-

(a) assign that person to a ~Iling station or a polling area in his Constituency
and indicate in the list the Polling area or polling station to which that person is
assigned;

(b) issue the person with anew. voters' card; and
(c) send a copy of the entry to the Electoral Officer of the Constituency where

the person whose name has been so entered was originally registered and upon the
receipt of this entry, that Electoral Officer shall delete the name from his voters' list.

4.-{ 1) For the purpose of maintaining and updating the Voters' Register, the
Commission shall appoint such registration, revision, or update officers as it may
require, provided that such officers shall not be members of any Political Party.
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(2) Any person may raise an objectton against any officer during the registration
and or updating exercise and r8ilure to raise such objection shall not vitiate the Register.

(3) The officersappoin~ under Subsection (1) of this section shallexercise
such functions and duties as may'~ specified by the Commission. in acc:orcTimce with
the provisions of this Act, and ~ IbaU ~ot be subject to the ditec;tiOl}.or control of
any other person or authority oiher"thtil tIte Commission in the performanllC of their
functions and duties.

5.--(1) Each Electoral Oflicor sJWl have CbqCl an4custo4y of the voters'
register for his Local Goverpment ArM UI)CIertile general supervision of the Resident
Electoral Commission. '

(2) The voters" register shall be kept in such form as may be-prescribed by the
Commission.

6. In the performance of his or her.- under this Act, a registration officer
and an update officer may-

(a) demand from anyappfu:ant die ilUvrmation necessary to enablehim to
ascertain whether the applicant is qqaliW to be regiFed as a voter in accordance
with the provisions of this. Act ; ,

(b) required any voter orappliCliDt to complete an application within a period
specified by the Commission,

7.--( 1)The Commission shall design,. prinf and control the-issuance of voters'
cards to voters whose name appear in'the register.

(2) No voter shall hold more than one valid voter's card.

(3) Any person who contravenes Subsection (2) of this section commits an
offence and is liable, on conviction, to a finenotexceMing "1.00,000 or imprisonment
not exceeding one year or both. '

(4) The Commission may, wheDe«tritconsider!i it necessary, replace all or any
voters' cards for the time being held by voters. '

8.--( I) Whenever a voter's card is lost, destroyed, defaced, tom or otherwise
damaged, the voter shall at least seven days before polling day, apply in person to the
Electoral Officer or any other officer duly authorised for that purpose by the Resident
Electoral Commissioner, stating the circumstances of that loss, destruction, defacement
or damage.

(2) If the Electoral Officer or that other officer is satisfied as to the circumstances
of the loss, destruction, defacement or damage of the voter's card, he shall issue to
the voter a duplicate copy of the voter's original voter's card with the word
"DUPLICATE" clearly marked or printed on it, showing the date ofissue.

(3) No person shall issue a duplicate voter's card to any voter on polling day or
within seven days before polling day.

(4) Any person who contravenes Subsection (3) of this section commits an

--~ --~ ~---- - ,-- --- ---
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offence and is liable on conviction, to a fine not exceeding NI 00,000 or imprisonment
not exceeding one year or both.

9.-( I) 'The Commission shall cause a voters' register for each state to be printed,
and any person may obtain from the Commission, on payment of such cliarges and
subjectto such conditions as may be prescribed, copies of any voters' register fot the
State or fora Local Government Area or Ward within it. '

(2) Where the voters' register has been printed under thislCction immediately
before any election or aby-election and itcontains the names of the voters who will be
entitled to vote at that election, the Commission may publish a notice declaring that
the printed voters' register shall be used for the purpose of identification of voters as
that election.

10.-(1) Subject to the provisions of Section 2 (2) of this Act, the Commission
shall by notice appoint a period of not less than 5 days and not exceeding 14 days,
during which a copy of the voters' register for each Local Government Area or Ward
shall be displayed for public scrutiny and during which period any objectiens or
complaints in relation to the names omitted, 01' included in the voters' register or in
relation to any necessary corrections, shall be. raised or filed.

(2) During the period of the display of the voters' register under this Act, any
person may raise an objection on the form prescribed by the Commission against the
inclusion in the voters' register of any name of a person on grounds that the person is
not qualified to vote or to be registered as voter in the State, Local Government Area,
or Ward or that the name of a person qualified to vote or to be registered has been
omitted-or that a name of a deceased person is included.

(3) Any oqjection under Subsection (2) of this section shall be addressed to the
Resident Electoral Commissioner through the Electoral Officer in charge of the Local
Government Area of the person raising the objection.

11.- The Commission may appoint as a Revision Officer any person to hear and
determine claims for aad objection to an entry in or omission from the preliminary list
and may appoint such number of other persons as it deems necessary to assist the
Revision Officer.

12.- The proprietary rights in any voter's card issued to any voter shall vest in
the Commission.

•

l3.-Any person who-

(a) is lawfully in possession of any voter's card whether issued in the name of
any voter or not; or

(b) sells or attempts to sell or offers to sell any voters' card whether issued in the
name of any voter or not; or

(c) buys or offers to buy any voter's card whether on his or her behalf or on
behalf of any other person, commits an offence and is liable; on conviction, to a fme
not exceeding N200,000 or imprisonment not exceeding two years or both.
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14.--( I) Any person who -

(a) makes a false statement in any application forregistration as a voter knowing
it to be false ; or

(b) after demand or requisition made of him under (a) or (b) of section 6 without
just cause, fails to give any such information as he or she possesses or does not
give the information within the time specified; or

(c) in the name of any other person, whether living or dead or fictitious, signs an
application form for registration as a voter to have that other person registered as
a voter; or

(d) transmits or is concerned in transmitting to any person as genuine a
declaration relating to registration which is false in any material particular,
knowing it to be false; or

(e) by himself or any other person procures the registration of himself or any
other person on a voter's register for a State, knowing that he or that other person
is not entitled to be registered on that vOftj('s register or is already registered on it
or on another voter's register; or

(j) by himself or any other person procures the registration of. fictitious person,
commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding Nl 00,000 or
imprisonment not exceeding one year or both.

(2) Any person who-

(a) by duress, including threats of any kind causes or induces any person or
persons generally to refrain from registering as a voter or voters;

(b) in any way hinders a person from registering as a voter, commits an offence
and is liable on conviction, toa fine not exceeding moo,ooo or imprisonment not
exceeding two years or both.

PARTll

PROCEDUREAT ELEcTIONS

15.--( I) Election-to-

(a) to the office of the Yresident and Vice-President and to the Senate and House
of Representatives,

(b) to the office of Governor and Deputy Governor and House of Assembly of a
State; and

(c) the Chairman and Vice Chairman and members of a Local Government or Area
Council, shall be held on the date appointed by the Commission.

(2) An election to the offices mentioned under Subsection (I) (a) of this section
shall be held on a date not earlier than 60 days and not later than 30 days before the
expiration of the term of office of'the last holder of that office.

(3) The date mentioned in Subsection (l) and (2) of this section shall not be
earlier than 60 days before and not later than the date on which the House stands
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dissolved, Drwhere the election is to. !HI a vacancy occurring more than three months
before such date, not later than a month after the vacancy occurred,

(4) The dissolution of the Senate and the House of Representative and the
House of Assembly of a State shall be in accordance with the provisions of section 64
and 105 respectively of the Constitution and the dissolution of Local Government
shall be in accordance with the provisions of section 119 of this Act

(5) The Commission shall nDt later than 150 days before the dates appomted in
Subsections (1) and (2) of this section publish a notice stating the date of the election
in each Constituency in respect of which an election is to' be held;

(6) The elections to which this Act relate shall be held in the following order,
namely-

(a) Federal Elections, that is to' say, election to the office of President and Vice-
President, Senate and House of Representatives;

(b) S~ateElections, that is to say, elections to the office of Governor and Deputy-
Governor and House of Assembly of a State; and

(c) Local Government Elections, that is to. say, election to the office of Chairman,
Vice-Chairman and members of Local Government Council.

on a date to be appointed by the Commission in respect of (a) and (b), and by the
State Commission in respect of (c)

PROVIDEDthat a period of not less than 2 weeks shall elapse between the Federal
Elections and the State Elections and between: the State Elections and the Local
Government Elections.

Postponement t 6.-{ 1) Where a date has been appointed for the holding of an election, and
of elections. there is reason to. believe that a serious breach of the peace is likely to occur if the

election is proceeded with on that date or it is impossible to.conduct the elections as
a result of natural disasters or other emergencies, the Commission may postpone the
election and shall in respect of the area, or areas concerned, appoint another date for
the holding of the postponed elections.

(2) Where an election is postponed under this Act on or after the last date for the
delivery of nomination papers, and a poll has to be taken between the candidates then
nominated, the Electoral Officer shall, on a new' date being appointed for the election,
proceed as if the date appointed wen: the date for the taking of the poll between the
candidates.

l3) Where the Commission .appoints a substituted date in accordance with
Subsections (I) and (2) of this section, there shall be no return for the election until
polling has taken place in the area or areas affected.

(4) Notwithstanding the .provision of Subsection (3) of this section, the
Commission may, if satisfied that the result of the election will not be affected liy
voting in the area or areas in respect of which substituted dates have been appointed,
direct that a return of the election be made.

-"

r

•
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(5) The decision of the Commission under Subsection (4) above may be
challenged by any of the contestants at a Court of Law or tribunal of competent
jurisdiction and on such challenge.the decision shalt be suspended until the matter is
determ ined.

17.--{ 1) Whenever a vacancy occurs in any Legislative House, the President Election to
of the Senate (in the case of a vacancy occurring in the Senate) or the Speaker of the vacancy
House of Representatives or the House of Assembly of a State (in the case of vacancy
occurring in that House) shall within 14 days of that vacancy occurring, cause the
Clerk of such House to send a noticein writing tothe Comnrission.for an election to fill
the vacancy.

(2) If after 14 days of that vacancy occurring, no notice is sentto the Commission
according to the provisions of this Section,the Resident Electoral Commissioner of
the State or Federal Capital Territory, of the Constituency, or Senatorial District within
which the vacancy occurs, shall notify the Commission in writing of that vacancy
occurring.

(3) This shall serve as a valid notice to the Commission of that vacancy in that
Constituency or Senatorial District.

18.--{I) A person shall be, entitled to vote at a polling station where he is Qualification
registered as a voter to vote.

(2) Persons awaiting triafshall be entitled to vote when appropriate arrangements
have been made therefore byThe Commission:

19.--{ 1) For-the purpose of directing and supervising all elections under this
Act, the Chairman of the Commission (hereinafter referred to as the "Chairman") shall
be the Chief National Electoral Officer of the Federation, subject to the control of the
Commission.

.(2) Subject to the control and direction of the Commission and the provisions of
this Act, a Resident Electoral Commissioner shall perf orin the functions of the Chief
Electoral Officer in a State including the Federal Capital Tetritory, Ahuja.

(3) The Chairman of the Commission shall act as the Returning Officer for the
election into the office of the President, and Vice-President of the Federation.

(4) (a) The Resident Electoral Commissioner of IIState or hisrepresentative in a
Constituency shall act as the Returning Officer for election into the office of State
Governors, and members ofthe National and State Assemblies.

(b) the Local Government Electoral Officer shall act as Returning Officer for
election to the office of Local Government Chairman and Councillor.

(c) results of all the elections shall be announced at the polling station-

(i) by the Presiding officer at the POlling Station;

(ii) by the Ward Returning Officer at the Ward Collation Centre;

(iii) by the Return ing Officer, at the Local Government Area Collation
Centre;
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(iv) at the Federal Constituency by the Returning Officer at the Federal
Constituency Collation Centre; .

(v) by the Returning Officer at the Senatorial District Collation Centre ; and

(vi) at the Governorship elections by the Resident Electoral Officer.

(5) No person who is a member of a political party or who has openly expressed
support for any candidate shall be appointed into any position for the purposes of
reg·istration of voters or elections under this Act.

20.-{ I) For each election held under Section 15of this Act, the Commission
shall appoint Presiding Officers and Returning Officers.

(2) The Chairman shall act as the Returning Officer for the election into office of
the President, and Vice-President of the Federation ..

(3) No person who is a member of a political party or who has openly expressed
support for a candidate shall be appointed a returning officer.

(4) The Commission shall, for the purpose of election under Section 15of this
Act, appoint a Presiding Officer, a poll clerk for each polling station and such other
officers as may be required by the Comm ission, provided that su~h officers shall not
be registered members of any political party or persons who have publicly expressed
support for a political party or candidate.

(5) Not less than 30 days prior to the date of the election, the Commission shall
publish in at least three National Newspapers, the names, addresses and professions
of Returning Officers, appointed under this Act.

(6) Within five days of the publication of the notice required by Subsection (7) of
this section, a-peTsbn \MY by notice in writing, addressed to the Resident Electoral
Commissioner in his State object to the appointment of the person as Returning Officer
or Presiding Officer.

(7) The notice provided for i)l Subsection (5) shall state concisely the grounds
for which the person should be disqualified for appointment as a Returning Officer or
a Presiding Officer and the grounds of such objection must comply with Subsections
(4) and (5) of this section.

(8) Where the Commission finds that the objector has presented sufficient
evidence in support of the objection, the appointment shall be cancelled.

21.-(1) For the purpose of the elections under the provisions of section 15of
this Act, the Commission shall appoint an Electoral Officer for each Local Government
Area.

,"

•

(2) All Electoral Officers, Presiding Officer, and Returning Officers shall affirm or
swear an oath of Loyalty and neutrality indicating that they would not accept bribe or
gratification from any person. and shall perform their functions and duties impartially
and in the interests ofthe Federal Republic of Nigeria without fear or favour.
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22. The Commission shall for the purpose of an election under this Act appoint
such other officers as may be required provided that they shall not be registered
members of any Political Party. .

(

\

23.---(1) Not less than 90 days before the date appointed' for holding of an
election under this Act, the Commission shall publish a notice in each State of the
Federation and the Federal Capital Territory -' .

(a) stating the date of the elections ;.and

(b) appointing the place at which nomination papers are delivered.

(2) The notice shall be published in each ~stituency in respect of which an
election is to be held

PROVIDEDthat in the case of a bye-election, the Commission shall; not later than 14
days before the date appointed forthe election, publish a notice statiltg the date of the
election.

24.---( I) the Commission may designate such public buildings or places to be
used as Polling Stations or Units as it deems appropriate.

(2) The residents and palaces of traditional rulers, places of worship and
clubhouses shall not be designated as polling stations or units.

25.---( I) Every political party shall not later than 90 days before the date appointed
for a general elections under the provisions of this Act, submit to the Commission in
the prescribed forms the list of the candidates the Party proposes to sponsor at the
elections.

(2) The list shall be accompanied by an Affidavit sworn to by each of the
candidates at the High Court of a State, indicatingthat he-

(a) is a citizen of Nigeria and has attained the age of;

(i) 35 years for election into the Senate ; and

(ii) 30 years for election to the House of Representatives; and House of
Assembly of a State; .

(b) is a registered voter;

(c) has been educated up to at least School Certificate level or its equivalent;

(d) isa member of a political party and is sponsored by that party ;

(e) has produced evidence of payment oftax as and when due or tax exemption
for a period of three years preceding the year of the election;

(/) has not volunta:rilyacquired the citizenship of a country other than Nigeria,
and has not made a declaration of allegiance to such country; .

(g) has not been adjudged to be a lunatic or otherwise declared to be of unsound
mind under by law in force in any part of Nigeria ;

'(h) is not under a sentence of death imposed on him by any competent court of

Appointment
of other
officers for
the Conduct
of elections

Notice of
Election.

Designation
of public
buildings as
polling
stations.

Submission of
list of
candidates
and their
Affidavit by
political
parties



A38 2001 No.4
•

law or tribunal in Nigeria or a sentence of imprisonment or fme for an offence
involving dishonesty or fraud (by whatever name called) or any other offence
imposed onhim by such a court or tribunal or submitfe<lby a competent authority
for any other sentence imposed on him by such a court :

(I)within a period ofless than ten Years before the date of'the election concerned,
he has not been convicted or sentenced for an offence involving dishonesty or he
has not been found guilty of a contravention of the Code of Conduct;

(j) is not an undercharged bankrupt, andhas not been adjudged or otherw~
declared bankrupt under any law in force in any part of Nigeria ; .

(k) being a person employed in the public service of the Federation or of a.State,
he has resigned,~wn or retired from such employment 30 days before the
date of the election ;

(f) is not a member of a secret society ;
(m) has not been indicted for embezzlement or fraud by aludicial Commission of

Inquiry or an Administrative Panel oflnCJ1rlrYor aTnbunal set up under the Tribunals
ofInquiry Act, a Tribunals oflnquiry Law, or any other Federal or state Government
Law which indictment hasbeen accepted. by the Federal or State Government
respectively; or

(n) has not presented a forged certificate or a forged or false declaration to the
Commission;

(0) has not withina perlo$!of ten years preceding the election been convicted of
any drug related offence or money laundering;

(P) has not within the preceding period of IOyears presented a falsified document
or given false information for the purposes of nomination.

•

•

.,
(3) In the case of election to the office of the President and Vice-President of tile

Federal Republic of Nigeria or tbe Governor and Deputy Governor of a State, the
Affidavit sworn to at the High Court of a State shall in addition to the- information
required in Subsection<2) above indicate that the candidate -

(a) has attained the age of-
(i) 40 years for President and Vice-president; and
(il) 35 years for Governor and Deputy Governor of a State; and

(b) fulfilled all other Constitutional requirements.

(4) The list of the candidates and the Affidavits shall also be sent by the Political
Party to the Commissioner of Police of the State whe-rethe election is to be held, and to
the Attorney-General of the Federation.

(5) The Commission shall, within 7 days of the receipt of the personal particulars
of the candidates, publish same in the constituency where the candidate intends to

, contest the election.

(6) Any person who has reasonable ground to believe that any information
given by a candidate in the Affidavit is false, may submit a petition to the Commission,

"...•.~-, •.....•.. ,...
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the State Commissioner ofl'olic~,andtheFederai ~tto~Y~Generalspecifying the
grounds for such petition, with evidence to support the allegations.

(7) If after appropriate investigations by the aforementioned. bodies, it is
discovered by the Commission that any of the information provided by the candidate
is false, he shall be automatically disqualffied from coiitestiitg the elections and if
already elected, he shall automatically vacate the office concerned and the next candidate
with the highest nUJllber ofvo~ and wIao m~the constitutiO\lal requirements for
the position shall be declared elec~ provided.Jhat the aforementioned bodies shall
state the reason or reasons for the disqualitication.

(8) The Attorney-General of the F~eration may in addition initiate criminal
proceedings where appropriate against the candidate and if convicted he or she shall
be sentenced to a fine ofN200,oo0 or to imprisonmentfor two years or both.

(9) Any Political Party which knowingly or recklessly presents to the Commission
the name of a candidate who does not meet the qualifications stipu\ate4 in this section,
shall be guilty of an offence under this section, and on.convictionshall be liableto a
fine of 1"4500,000; and be disqualified from participating in future elections for that
particu lar office in the same Constituency for a period oftive years.

(10) The decision of the Commission as to the qualification or disqualification
of a candidate for an election may be challenged by a candidate. Any legal action
challenging the decision of the Commission shall commence within five working days
and be disposed of not later than one week before the election.

26.-{ I) No person shall nominate more than one person for an election to the
same office.

(2) Any person' who contravenes Subsection (I) of this section shall be guilty of
an offence and on conviction be liable to a tine ofN20,OOO'or I month imprisonment or
both but his action shall not invalidate the nomination.

(3) No account shall be taken of the signature of a person on a nomination paper
where the candidate has died, withdrawn or where the nomination p",;'o was held
invalid.

(4) No person who has subscribed as a nominator shall so long as the candidate
stands nominated withdraw his nomination.

27. Any candidate being a member of a political party wno wishes to contest an
election on the platform of another political party may signify his inten jon in writing to
his party and the Commission not later than .30 days to the chtr "I -Iectiou.

28. The Commission shall at least fourteen (14) days oefore the day of the
election publish by displaying or causing to be displayed at the place or places appointed
for the delivery of nomination papers and in such other places as it deems fit, a
statement of the full names of all candidates standing nominated and the persons
nom inating them with their respective addresses and occupations.

29.-{ I) A candidate may withdraw his candidature by notice in writing signed
by him and delivered by himself t5) the Political Party that nominated him for the

~----
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election,and the Political Party shall convey such withdrawal to the Commission;
withdrawal shall only be allowed not later than 14 days to the election.

(2) Where a candidate withdraws as provided in Subsection (I) of this section,
his Political Party shall be allowed to-nominate another candidate.

(3) Renomination under this section shall only be allowed not later than 14 days
before the date of the election.

30.-{ I) If after the time for the delivery of nomination paper and before the
commencement of the poll, a nominated candidates dies, the Chief Electoral
Commissioner or the Resident Electoral Commissioner shall, being satisfied of the fact
of the death, countermand the poll in which the deceased candidate was to participate
and the Commission shall appoint some other convenient date for the election.

(2) The list of voters to be used at a postponed election shall be the official
register of voters, which was to be used if the election has not been postponed.

31. If a nomination form, signed by a candidate and by the person nominating
him, is lodged in more tha. one constituency, his candidature shall be void in each
constituency.

32. Where at the close of nomination there is no candidate validly nominated,
the Commission shall extend the time for nomination and fix a new date for the election.

•
33.- (I)A candidate and his party shall campaign for the elections in accordance

with such rules and regulations as may be determined by the Commission.

(2) State apparatus including the media shall not be employed to the advantage
or disadvantage of any political party 'or candidate at any election.

(3) Media time shall be allocated equally among the political parties at similar
hours of the day.

(4) At any public electronic media, equal airtime shall be allotted to all political
parties during prime times at similar hours each day, subject to the payment. of
appropriate fees.

(5) At any public print media, equal coverage and consp.icuity shall be allotted
"all political parties.

(6) Any public media that contravenes Subsection 3 and 4 of this section shall
be guilty of an offence and on conviction be liable to a fine of"500,OOO in the first
instance and to a fine of"I,OOO,OOO for subsequent conviction.

34. Subject to the other provisions of this Act, if after the latest time for the
delivery of nomination papers and the.withdrawal of candidates for an election under
this \ct, more than one person remains validly nominated, a poll shall be taken.

35. A poll shall take place in accordance with the provisions of this Act with
respect to the'following that is-



Electoral Act-----.,..--------- ...•...-----_.,---,-----

36.-{ I) If after the expiry of time for aelivery of nomination papers and withdrawal
of candidates and the extension of time as provided for in this Act there is onlv one
person whose name is validly nominated in respect of an election, other than LO the
office of President or Governor, that person shall be declared elected.

(2) Where a person is declared elected under the provlSior.,sof Subsection (l).of
this section, a declaration of result Form lJS may be prescribed shall be ~pleted and
copy thereof issued to the perscn by the Returning Officer while the OJ'iSInaJof the
form shall be returned to the t'ommission as in the case of a contested election.

37. The Commission shall establish sufficient number "1Polling Stations in
each ward and shall allot voters in such Polling StatiOI!~

38. The Commission shall provide suitable boxes for the conduct of'elecnons.
.' ( ,

;:;9.--{1) The Commission shall prescribe the format of the ballot papers which
shall i.~c111,je the symbols adopted by the Political Party of the candidate and such
other information as it may require.

(2) The ballot papers shall be bound in booklets and numbered serially with
differentiating colours for each office being contested.

40.-{ I) All political parties may by notice in writing signed by and addressed Polling
to the Electoral Officer of'the Local Government Area appoint person (s) in this' Act agents.
referred to as a "Polling Agent" to attend at each polling station in the local Government
Area for which they have candidate (5), and the notice shllll set out the name and
addresses of the polling agent '($) and be given to the Elec:torai Officer before the date
fixed for the election.

(a) in the case of an election to the office of'the President or Governor of.State.
whether or not only one person is validly nominated in respect of sucu office ;

(h) in the case of an election in respect of any other office, if after the expiry of
the time of delivery of nos .inarion papers there is more than one person standing
nominated.

(2) Notw~ing tlte requirements of Subsection (I) of this section, a
candidate shall not be precluded from doing any act or thing which he has appointed
a polling agent~ do on his behalf under this Act '
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(3) Where in this Act, an act cr,thing is required or authorised to be done by or
in the presence ofa Polling Agent, the non-attendance of the Polling Agent at the time
and place appointed for the act or thing or refusal by the Polling Agent to do the act or
thing shall not if the act or thing is otherwise done properly, invalidate the act Of thing.

4 J. The Commission shall not later than fourteen days before the day of the Notice
election cause to be published, in such manner as it may deern fit a notice specifying of Poll.
the following matters, that i~,to say-

(a) the day and hours fixed for the poll
(b)by way ofindication, thepersonsentitledto vote;and locationof thepollingstations.
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Hour or' Poll 42. For a particular election voting shall take place on the same day and at uie
same time tliroughout the Federation.

43.-{ I) At the hour fixed for opening ofthe poll, before the commencement of
voting, the Presiding Officer shall open the empty ballot box and show same. to such
persons as may lawfully be present at tlie PoIling Station and shall then close andseal
the box in such manner as to prevent its being opened by unauthorised person (5).

(2) The ballot box.shall then be placed in full view of all present, and ....,
maintained until the close ofpoll.

Issue of ballot 44.-{ I) Every person intending to vote shall present himself to a Presiding
boxes. Officer at the polling unit in the Constituency in which his naine is registeredwith his

voters' card .

Display of
ballot box.

Right to
challenge
issue of
ballot paper.
separate
queue for
men and
women.

Conduct of
poll by
open-secret
ballot.

.(2) The Presiding Officer shall on being satisfied that the name of the person is
on the Register of Voters, issue him a ballot paper, and indicate on the Register that the
person has voted.

45. A candidate or a Polling Agent may challenge the right or a person to
receive a Ballot paper on such grounds and in accordance with such procedures as are
provided for in this Act.

46. The Presiding Officer shall separate the queue between men and women if in
that area of the country the culture is such that it does not permit the mingling of men
and women in the same queue.

47.-(1) Voting at an election under this Act shall be by open secret ballot.

(2) A voter on receiving a ballot paper shall mark it in the manner prescribed by
the Commission.

•

•(3) All ballots at an electionunder this Act at any polling station shall be
deposited in the Ballot Box in open view of the public.

Over voting. 48.-(1) No voter shall vote for more t1ian one candidate or record mote than
one vote in favour of any candidate at any election,

(2) Where the votes cast at an election in any Constituency or Polling Station
exceed the number of registered voters in that Constituency Polling Station, tl).eelection
for that Constituency Polling Station shall be declared null and void by the Commission
and another election shall be conducted at a date to be fixed by the Commission.

(3) Where an election is nullified in accordance with Subsection (2) of this
section, there shall be no return for the election until another poll has taken place in the
affected area.

(4) Notwithstanding the provisions of'SubsectionsCz) and (3) of this section the
Commission may, if satisfied that the result of the election will not substantially be
affected by voting in the area where the election is cancelled, direct that a return of the
election be made.
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49.- (1)Where a voter makes-any writing or mark on a Ballotpaper by which he
may be identified, such ballot paper shall be rejected provided that any print resulting
from the staining of the thumb of the voter in the voting compartment shall not be or be
deemed to be a mark of identification under this section. '

(2) The Commission shall use indelible ink for any thumb mark 'by voters on
ballot papers. ' '

JO. A voter who by accident deals with his ballot paper in such a manner, that it
~.:lfbe conveniently used for voting may deliver it to the Presiding Officer and'if .=..2Jn;..1=.:8 Officer .is.~s.fied that the ballot pa.pe.r~ spei1t, he..sh.a.11issue..another

. . . to the voter In place of the ballot paper delivered up, and the spoilt ballot
j)apei'. (J' ~ immediately marked cancelled ~y the Presiding Officer:'

fl. A voter who is blind or is otherwise UlIabIeto distinguish symbols or who
Sllffers any other phy~i1ity may be accompanied into the pollingatation by a
person chosen by him and the person shall after informing the Presiding Offii:er of the
disability, be permitted to accompany the voter into the voting compartment and assist
the voter to make his mark in accordance with the procedure prescribed by the
Commission.

52. No voter shall record his vote otherwise than by personally atten-ding at the
Polling Station and recording his vote in the manner prescribed 'by the Commission.

53. No person shall be permitted to vote at any Polling Station or Unit other than
the one to which he is allotted.

54.- (1) If at the time a person applies for a ballot paper and be(ore he has left
polling station or unit, a polling agent, Wiling station ofticial or securityigentinforms
the Presiding Officer that h,has rerRable cause to 'believe that the perIOIl is UDder
the age of 18 years or has commi d the offence ~f impersonation and gives an
undertaking on a prescribedf~TIl1 0 substantiate the charge in a court of law, the
Presiding Officer may ordera Police Officer to 'arrest thatperson and the Presiding
Officer's order shall be sufficient authority for the Police .Offlcer so to act.

(2) Person in respect of whom a polling agent, pollingstati9llQiJicial,AIUllIcurity
age~t gives an informationc~~ce wi~ the prOvisions ot~ (l~".
section shall not by reason ofilhe informatiOn, be prevented from voting but_
Presiding Officer shall cal'l~ethe words "protested against for impersonations" to be
placed against his name in the marked.copy of the register()fv~or part of the
register of voters. "

(3) Where a person in respect of whom a declaration ifmade under Subsection
(2) of this section, admits to the Presiding Offieer that he is not the person he held
himself out to be, he shall not be permitted to vote and shall be handed over to the
Police.

(4) A person arrested under thl provisions of this section shalibe-dC6med. to be
a person taken into custody by a police officer!

I
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SS.-{I) If a person claiming to be entitled to vote applies for a ballot paper after
some other person has voted in the name given by the claimant he shall, upon satisfactory
answers given to any questions put to him by a poll clerk be entitled to receive a ballot
paper in the same manner as any other voter; but the ballot paper (in this Act referred
to as " the tendered ballot paper") shall be of a colour different from the ordinary ballot
papers.

(2) The Presiding Officer shall, when he tenders a ballot paper under this section,
enter the name of the voter and his number in theregister.ofvoters on the list to be
called tendered vote list; and the tendered vote list shall be produced in any legal
proceeding arising out of the election.

56.-(1) The Presiding Officer shall regulate the admission ofvoters to the
polling station and shall exclude all persons other than the candidates, polling agents,
poll clerks and persons lawfully entitled to be admitted including accredited observers,
and the Presiding Officer shall keep order and comply with the requirements of this Act
at the polling station.

(2) The Presiding Officer may order a person to be removed from a polling station
or unit, who behaves in a disorderly manner or fails to obey a lawful order.

(3) A person removed from a polling station or unit under this section shall not,
without the permission of the Presiding Officer, again enter-the polling station or unit
during the day of the election, and if charged with the Commission of an offence in that
polling station or unit, the person shall be deemed to be a person taken into custody
by a Police Officer for an offence in respect of which he may be arrested without a
warrant.

(4) The provisions of Subsection (3) of this section shall not be enforced so as
to prevent a voter who is otherwise entitled to vote at a polling station or unit from
having an opportunity of so voting.

(5) The Poll Clerk shall enjoy and exercise all the powers of the PresidingOfficer
in respect of a Polling Station or Unit except that he shall not order the arrest of a
person or the exclusion or removal of a person from the polling Station or Unit without
the authority of the Presiding Officer.

57.-( I) At the prescribed hour for the close of poll, the Presiding Officer shall
declare the poll closed and no more person (s) shall be admitted into the Polling Station
and only those already inside the Polling Station shall be allowed to vote.

(2) After the declaration of the close of polls, no voter already inside the polling
station shall be permitted to remain in the polling station unless otherwise authorised
under this Act. .

58. -(I) The Presiding Officer shall, after counting the votes at the polling
station or unit, enter the votes scored by each candidate in a form to be prescribed by
the Commission as the case may be.

(2) The Form shall be signed and stamped by thepresiding Officer and counter-
signed by the candidate or their polling Agents where available at the Polling Station.

•
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(3) The Presiding Officer shall give to the Pollina Agentuod the Police officer
where available a copy each of the completed FOl'lJls·after it has~· duly signed as
provided in Subsection (2) of this-section.

(4) The Presiding Officer shall count and annOunce the result at tlr~ Polling
Station.

59. A candidate or a Polling Agent may, where present at a Polling station when
counting of votes is completed by the Presiding Officer, demand to have the votes
recounted, but the Presiding Officer shall cause the vQte.sto be recounted only once.

60. After the recording of the result of the election; the PreSiding Officer shall ..
announce the result and deliver same pd election materials under security to such
persons as may be prescribed by the Commission,

61.-,-(1) Subject to Subsection(2} of this section ,a ballot, which does not bear
the official mark, shall not be counted.

(2) If the Returning Officer is satisfied that a ballot which does not bear the
official mark was from a book of ballot papers which was furnished to the Presiding
Officer of the Polling station in which the vote was cast for use at the election in
question, he shall, notwithstanding the absence of the offic~ mark, count that ballot.

62.- (I) The presiding Officer sh8u endOrse the word "rejected" on the ballot,
rejected under section 61 and for any other reason, and the ballot papers shall not be
counted except otherwise allowed by the Returning Officer who-may overrule the
Presiding Officer.

(2) If an objection to the decision of a Presiding Officer to reject a ballot paper
is raised by a candidate or a Polling Agent at the time the decision is made, the
Presiding officer shall add to the word "rejected" the phrilse"but objected to"

(3) The Presiding Officer shall prepare a statement on rejected ballot papers,
stating the number rejected, the reason forrejection and their serial number, he-shall on
request allow a candidate or a Polling Agent to copy the statement.

63. The decisions of the Returning Qfficer on any question arising from or
relating to:

(a) unmarked ballot;
(b) rejected ballot ; an~
(c) declaration of scores of candidates and the return of a candidate shall be final

subject to review by a tribunal or Court in an election petition proceedings under
this Act.

64. In an election to the office of the President or Governor (whether or not
contested) and in any contested election to any other elective office; the result shall be
ascertain by counting the votes cast for each candidate and subject to the provisions
of Sections 133, 134 and 179 of the Constitution, t1ie candidate that receives the
highest number of votes shall be declared elected by the appropriate Returning Officer.
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65. Where two or more candidates poll equal number of votes being the highest
in an election, the Returning Officer shall not return any of the candidates and a fresh
election shall be held for the candidates on a date to be appointed by the Commission.

66.· The Commission .shall cause to be posted on its notice board a notice
showing:

(a) the candidates at the election and their scores ; and .
(b). the person declared as elected or returned at the' election ..
67. The Chief~tional Electoral Commissioner or any officer authorised by

him shall keepofficial custody ofall the documents, including statement of results and
ballot papers relating to the election, which are returned to the Commission by the
Returning officers.

68. Subject to the provisions of this Act, the Commission shall issue and
publish in the Gazette, Guidelines for the elections which shall make provisions,
among other things, for the step by step recording of the poll in the electoral Forms as
may be prescribed beginning from the polling station or unit to the last collation centre
for the ward or constituency where the result of the election shall be declared.

69. Every Result Form completed at tlie Ward, Local Government, State and
National levels in accordance with the provisions of this Act or any Guidelines issued
by the Commission shall be stamped, signed and countersigned by the relevant officers
and Polling Agents at those levels and copies given to the police officers and the
polling Agents, where available ..

70. A sealed Certificate of Return at an election in a prescribed form shall be .
issued to every candidate who has won an election under this Act.

71. A member of a legislative house may be recalled as such a member if:

(a) there is presented to the Chairman of the Commission a petition in that behalf
signed by more than one half. of the persons registered to vote in that member's
constituency alleging their loss of confidence in that member; and

(b) the petition is thereafter, in a referendum conducted by the Commission
within 90 days of the date of receipt of the petition, approved by a simple majority
of the votes of tliepersons registered to vote in that member's Constituency.

72. The Commission shall have power to issue guidelines regulating the conduct
of recall.

••

73.-{\) The Forms to be used for the conduct of elections to the offices
mentioned in Section 16 of this Act, election petitions arising therefrom and forrecall
of a member of a legislative house shall be substantially set out in Schedule 2 to this
Act or as may be otherwise determined by the Commission from time to time.

(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection (I) of this section, the
Commission shall have power to design any forms it deems necessary for the discharge
of its functions under this Act. .
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(3) The Polling Agents shall certify the election materials from the office to the
polling booth.

PART III- PoUJ'ICAL PA' d!S

74.--( I) The Commission shall have power to register political parties and
regulate their activities from time to time.

. (2) No association by whatever name called shall function as a political party,
unless -

(a) the names and addresses of its national officers are registered with the
'Commission;

(b) the membership of the association is open to every citizen of Nigeria
irrespective of his place of origin, circamstance of birth, sex, religion or ethnic
grouping;

(c) a copy of its Constitution is regjstered in the principal office of the Commission
in such forms as may be prescribed by the Commission;

(d) any alteration in its registered CoJlStilution is also registered in the Principal
Office of the Commission within thirty da§lofthe making of such alteration;

(e) the name of the association, its symbol, or logo does not contain any ethnic
or religious connotation or give the appea:rancethat the activities of the association
are confined only to a part of the geograp~ical area of'Nigeria ; and

if> the Headquarters of the association is situated in the Federal Capital Territory
Abuja;

(g) it produces evidence of payment of registration fee of"100,000 or as may be
fixed from time to time by an Act of the National Assembly.

(I]) it provides the addresses of the offices oCthe Political Association In at least
two-thirds of the total number of the States of the Federation spread among the six
geo-political zones.

(3) The Constitution referred to in Subsection 2 (c) above shall provide, among
other things -

(0) for the Party's ideology, programme and method of zoning and rotating
principal offices among different States of the Federation to ensure Federal
Character;

(b) for the periodical elections on a democratic basis at regular intervals not
exceeding four years of the principal officers and members of the executive
committees or other governing body of the political party.

(c) that the members of the executive committee or other governing body ofthe
political party shall reflect the Federal Character of Nigeria by ensuring that they
belong to different State not being less in number than two-thirds of all the States
of the Federation and the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja;

(d) for the disciplinary procedure of the party indicating clearly the method of
expelling an ordinary member of a party orpolitical office holder, including a member
of a legislative house;

Power of
Commission
to register
political
parties.



A 48 2001 No.4 Electoral Act

Decision of
the
Commission
subject to
judicial
review.

Political
parties to be
bodies
corporate.

Particulars of
registered
political
Parties.

Constitution
and
manifesto of
political
parties.

(e) for the method of amendment or alteration ofthe;ConstitUtion,

(f) rules and procedures for nominating candidates to elective offices;

(4) The Commission shall on receipt of the documents in fulfillment of tne
conditions stipulated in Section 74 (I)(a)(c) and (e), immediately issue the applicant
with a letter of acknowledgment stating that all the necessary documents had been
submitted to the Commission.

(5) The Commission shall after the inspection of all the offices referted to under
this section, issue an acknowledgement to the Association indicating that the offices
have been so inspected as required under this Act.

(6) Any Political Association that meets the conditions stipulated in Subsections
1 and 2 of this section shall be registered by the Commission as a po)itical party within
30 days upon payment of the sum ofNI 00,000 administrative and processing fees and'
if after lite 30 days the Association is not registered by the Commission it shall be
deemed to be so registered.

(7) Ifthe Association has not fulfilled all the conditions as aforementioned, the
Commission shall within 30 days notify the Association in writing stating the reasons.

(8) Any Association which through the submission of false or misleading
information pursuant to the provisions of this section procures a certificate of
registration shall have such certificate cancelled.

75. The decision of the Commission to refuse to register any association as a
Political Party may be challenged in a Court of Law; Provided that any legal action
challenging the decision of the Commission shall be commenced within 14 days from
the date of receipt of the letter of notification of non-registration from the Commission
or the expiration of the 30 days referred to in section 74 Subsection (6) of this Act.

76. Every Political Party registered under this Act shall be a body corporate with
perpetual succession and a common seal and may sue and be sued in its corporate
name.

77. Without prejudice to the provisions of section 74, once a particular association
is granted registration as Political Party by tJie Commission, that Political Party shall
further submit to the Cominission the following particulars-

(a) the name of the Political Party, its emblem and logo shall-not contain any
ethnic or religious connotation; and

(b) a copy of the Party's Constitution drawn up in compliance with Chapter II of
the Constitution of Federal Republic of Nigeria and with the requirements of the
relevant guidelines issued by the Commission.

78.-{ I) The Constitution and Manifesto of the Political Party shall, among
other things provide for-

(a) for the periodic election on democratic basis of the principal officers and
members of the Executive Committee or other governing body of the Political
Party;
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(b) a system which·allows membership of the Executive Committee or other
governing body of the Pelitical Party to reflect at all times, the Federal Character of
Nigeria; .

(c) the disciplinary procedure of the Political Party stating clearly, the inethod of
expelling an ordinary member of a partyot Political Office holder including a member
of a legislative house;

(d) for the method of amendment or alteration of the Constitution or Manifesto
of the Political Party ;

(e) the Political Party's ideology, programme and method of zoning arid rotating
principal offices among the different zones of the Federation.

(2) The Constitution and Manifesto produced pursuant to Subsection (1) ofthis
section shall -

(a) be deposited with the Commission not later than 30 days of the coming into
effect of such Constitution or Manifesto; and

(b) at all times be in compliance with the provision.:' of the Constitution, the
electoral laws and guidelines made by the Commission.

(3) No amendment or alteration of the Constitution or Manifesto of a Political
Party shall be valid unless the Commission is notified within 30 days from the date of
making the amendment or alteration.

(4) No Constitution of a political party or any amendment thereto shall be
accepted by the Commission unless it has been approved by the National Convention
of the Political Party.

(5) No amendment or alteration of the Constitution ofa Political Party shall be
valid unless the amendment or alteration has been registered with the Commission.

79.-( I) 'Membership of a Political Party shall be open to every citizen of
Nigeria irrespective of his place of origin, circumstance of birth, sex, religion or
ethnic grouping -

(2) Subject to Subsection (1) of this section, a person shall not be eligible to be
registered as a member of Political Party ifhe-

(a) has not attained the age of 18 years ;
(b) is a traditional ruler ;
(c) is a member of the Public Service or Civil Service of the Federation, a State or

Local Government or Area Council as defmed by the Constitution ;
(d) is a member of the Armed Forces of the Federation, the Nigeria Police,

Security Agencies or Paramilitary organs of the Government;
(e) is not a citizen of -Nigeria.

80.-( I) A~ the close of nominations for the general elections, any Political
Party which fails to sponsor at least 15per cent of the candidates for Councillorship,
Council Chairmanship, and State Houses of Assembly respectively throughout the
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Federation, spread among two-thirds of the State of the Federation, and the Federal
Capital Territory, shall not participate in the general elections.

Provided that a newly registered Political Party shall first participate in the Local
Government elections and win at least 10 per cent of the Councillorship and
Chairmanship positions throughout the Federation spread among two-thirds of the
States ofthe Federation and the Federal Capital Territory to be eligible to participate in
Federal and State Elections.

(2) Every candidate intending to participate in an election shall pay a non
refundable deposit as specified hereunder-

(a) for the position of Councillor - NI0,ooO;

(b) for Local Government Chairmanship - N2s,Ooo;

(c) for House of Assembly - "30,000;

(d) for Governorship ~ NI00,Ooo;

(e) for House of Representative- "120,000;·

(j) for the Senate- "150,000;

(g) for President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria - "500,000.

(3) The Commission shall monitor the organization and operations of political
parties, political campaigns and provide guidelines which shall govern the political
parties to ensure that they comply with the provisions of the Constitution and this
Act.

(4) The Commission may delegate any of its powers to aRY Resident Electoral
Commissioner.

81. Every Political PartyshaU hold on a democratic basis, election of its principal
officers and members of its Executive Commstee or other governing body in accordance
with its Constitution.

82.~ I) No PoliticaliParty or Association shall establish, operate, retain, train,
equip, any person or group of persons, or maintain any wing, arm, or vanguard, in
whatever form or manner and in whatever name called, for use or display of physical
forces or coercion in promoting or attaining any political objective.

(2) Any Political Party or Association, which contravenes the provision of
Subsection (1) or (2) of this section is guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to
a fine of-

(a) NsOO,OOO.OOfor the first offence;

(b) N200,000.00· for any subsequent offence and N50,OOOfor every day that the
offence continues.

(3) Any person or group of persons who establishes, operates, retains, equips
or maintain any wing, arm or vanguard, in whatever name called, for use or display of
physical force or coercion in promoting or attaining political objective or interest or to
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I•

aid the political party in the proplfPtion of its objective, shall be guilty of an offence
and be liable on conviction to a fme ofmOO,OOO or two years imprisonment or both if
a member ofa political party.

(4) Any person who encourages or conspiree with a political party or association
to commit a breach of the provisions of this section, shall be guilty of an offence and
on conviction be liable to a fine of"2oo,000 or imprisonment for one year or both,

83.-{ I) The Commission shall keep a register of symbols of political parties for
use at elections.

j
(2) The Commission shall register the symbol ofa Political party upon payment

of the prescribed fee if it is satisfied-

(a) that no other symbol of the same design is registered;
(b) that theysymbo\ is distinctive from any other symbol a1ready registered ;

and
(c) that its use will not be offensive or otherwise objectionable howsoeeer.

(3) The Commission shall remove a symbol from the register of ~ if-

(a) a Political Party in whose name it is registered requests the remo\!al; or
(b) the Commission is of th\l opinion thllt the Political Party in whose name the

symbol is registered has ceased w exist or to use the symbol.

(4) Nothing in this section shall authorise the allotment or registrationJoouse at
any election of a symbol or material as symboJ of a Party, ifit;.portrays - .

(a) the Coat of Arms of the Federation;
(b) the Coat of Arms of any other country ;,
(c) any device or emblem which in the opinion of the Commission is normally

associatelkvith -
(1) the official acts of Government; or
(i1) any of the Armed Forces of the Federation or the Nigeriim Police Force or

other uniformed service; or
(Wythe reg~ia of a chief; or
(iv) any tribe or ethnic group ;or
(v) any religion or cult;
(VI) any portrait of a person living or dead,

(d) any symbol or paI't of a symbol which under the provisions ofdi-is section
continues to be registered by another political party.

(5) Subject to the foregoing provisions of this section, the symbol allotted to a
Political Party and in use immediately before the coming into force of this Act shall
continue to be available to and be used by that Political Party without payment of the
fee mentioned in Subsection (2) of this section.

Symbols of
political
parties.



A 52 200] No.4 Electoral Act

Allocation of
symbols.

Merger of
political
parties.

Notice of
convention.
congress, etc.

84. Where· a symbol is registered by a Political PlirtY.in accordance with this
Act, the Commission shall allot thelymbol to any ~idate sponsored by lilt' Political
Party at any election.

85.-{ I) Any two or more registered Political parties may merge on approval by
the Commission following a formal request presented to the Commission by the Political
parties; PROVIDEDthat there shall at no time be less than three Political Parties regist!lted
in the country.

(2) Political Parties intending to merge shall give to the Commission 90 days
notice of their desire to do so, and the notice shall be accompanied by ~

(a) a special resolution passed by the National Convention of each of.
parties proposing to merge, approving the merger;

(b) the proposed full name and acronym, Constitution, Manifesto, symbol or
logo of the party together with the addresses of the National and State offices of
the merged party ; and

(c) evidence of payment of processing fee ofN 100,000 or as may be fixed from
time to time by an Act of the National Assembly.

(3) The written request for merger shall be sentto the Chairman of the Commission
and shall be signed jointly by the National Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer for the
time being of the different Political Parties proposing the merger.

(4) On receipt of the request for merger of any Political Parties the Commission
shall consider the request, and -if the parties have fulfilled the requirements of the
Constitution and this Act, approve the proposed merger and communicate its decision
to the Parties concerned before the expiration of thirty (30) days from the date of the
receipt of the formal request.

(5) Where the request for the proposed merger is approved, the Commission
shall forthwith withdraw and cancel the certificate of registration of all the Political
Parties opting for the merger and substitute therefore, a single certificate of registration
in the name of the merged Party.

(6) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection (2) of this section, no
application for merger of Political Parties received by the Commission less than six
months before any general election in the country shall be considered by the
Commission.

.•

86.-{ I) Every registered Political Party shall give the Commission at least 21
days notice of any convention, congress, conference or meeting convened for the
purpose of electing members of its executive committees, other governing bodies or
nominating candidates for any of the elective offices specified under this Act.

(2) The Commission may with or without prior notice to the Political party
monitor and attend any convention, congress, conference or meeting which is convened
by a Political Party for the purpose of -

(a) electing members of its executive committees or other governing bodies; or
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(b) nommating candidates for an election at any level ;" "
(c) approving a merger with any other registered Poiitic8f 'Patty., '

(3) Notice of any congress, conference or meeting for the purpose of nominating
candidates fur Local Government orAreilyotincll Elections shall be given to the State
independent Electoral Commission at least 21 days l)efure'Sui:hcongress, conference
or meeting. '

87.-(1) The Commission shall monitor 'andkeep records of the activities of all
the registered po litieal parties.' ,

(2) The Commission may seek information or clarification fro,m any registered
political party in connection With any activity of the ~olitlca:I PartY Whi.chmay be
coqtrary t6 the provisions of this Act or any other law, guidlilifies; rules or regUlatiOns.

::', . -',- -,. '-. ", .', :,,.-.:-' "

(3) .The Cl)mmissionmay direct its enquiry linder Subsectlon(2) of this section r

to the Chairman or Secretary of the Political Party at the national, State, Local Govemment ,
Council or Ward level, as the case mil)' be.

(4) APolitical Partywhicb faibtoprovide~feCP:liml inforil:· 'ion,orclarification ,
under Subsection (2) of this section or carry out any, lawful directive given by -the
Commission in conformity with the provisions of this section is guilty of an offence
and liable on convictionto ~ fine of nOt more than M500,000.- '

88.--{ I) 'Every Party shall at such times and in such manner as the Commission
may require, su~mit to the Commission a Stlrtement ~f its assets and liabilities -

(2) Every .PoliticalParty sbalI submit to the Commission a detailed annual statement
and- analysis of its sources of funds and other assets, tQgether with· a statement of its
eXPenditUi'ein such a form as the Ccinnnission may from time to timerequire.

(3) t-loPoliticalpartyshall-

(a) hold Of possess any ffiIlds or other assetS outside Nigeria; or
(b) be entitled to retain any funds. or.other assets remitted or. sent to it from

outside Nigeria by Gorporatc:.bodies, entities.inon-Nigeriansand foreign
governments.

(4) •Any funds donations, contributions m: other assets remitted or sent to a
Political party in breach of the provisions of this section shall be-forfeited tothe
Commission.

(5) The Commissicn shall have powets to-give direGti1:lllsto Political Parties
regarding the books or records of financial transactions'Which they-shall keep and, to
exam ine all such books and i'ecords.

-(6) The powetsconferred on the CommlssionunderSubsection (5) of this section
may be exercised by it through arty member of its staff or any person who is art auditor
by profession, and whO is not a member of'a Political Party.

~9. Any Political Party which holds or posses any funds outside Nigeria or
retains any funds or other assets sent to' it from outside Nigeria and fails to declare
same to the Commission within 21 days of receipt of such funds or other assets with
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such information as the Commission may require commits an offence and.shall forfeit
the funds or assets to the Commission and on conviction shall be liable to a fine ofnot
more than N500,000.

(a) Any person who aids or abets a Political Party in the Commission of an
offence under this section commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine .
ofN100,000 or twelve months imprisonments or to both.

(b) Any entity, association or corporate body which aids and abets a Political
Party in the commission ofan offence under this section is liable on conviction to
a fine of not more thail N500,000.

90.-( I) The statement of assets and liabilities referred to in section 81 be of
this Act shall be in respect of the period 1" January to 31" December in each year,
howeverso that in the year in which this Act comes into operation, it shall be for the
period beginning with the registration of such party and ending on the following 31"
December.

(2) The Commission shall arrange for the annual examination and auditing of the
funds and accounts of political parties and publish a report on such examination and
audit in three National Newspapers.

91.-(1) The Commission shall in every year prepare and submit to the National
Assembly a report on the accounts and balance sheet of every Political Party registered
under this Act.

(2) The Commission shall, in preparing the report under Subsection (1) of this
section, carry out such investigation as may enable it to form an opinion as to whether
proper books of account and record of items of income and expenditure have been
kept by each Political Party, and accordingly, report its findings to the National
Assembly.

(3) The Commission, any ofits officers, or agents

(a) shall have the right at all times to look into the books ofaceounts of a Political
Party ana all other documents relating to those accounts; and

(p) may demand such information as may be necessary fot the performance of
the duties of the Commission under this Act and report any difficulty encountered
in obtaining the infonnation.

92.-( I) Notwithstanding any other provision of this part of this Act the
statement relating to the election expenses of a political party as prescribed in section
97 of this Act shall be submitted to the Commission in a separate audited account as
in the prescribed form not latter than 90 days from the date of the election.

(2) Any political party which fails to submit to the Commission the audited
return of election expenses in accordance with the provisions of this Act is guilty of
an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine ofN 100,000 payable jointly and
severally by the leaders of the Political Party.
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,93.-{ I) The NationalAssembly may approve a grant for disbursement to the
political parties contesting electiensaffer the coming into force of this Act.

(2) The grant approved in pursuance otSubsection (I) ~fthis section shall 'be
made to the Commission which shall distribute the grant to the Political Parties in the
followingmanner-

(a) 30 per cent of the grant shallbe shared equally among the registered political
parties participating in respect of a general election for whiChthe grant has been made ;

(b), the remaining '/0 per cent of the grant shall be shared among the Political
Parties, after the resultofthe elec;1ions'havebeenknown, in proportion to the number
of seats won by each party in the National Assembly.

94.-{1) Notwithstanding the provisions of this Act, the National Assembly
may make an annual grant to the Commission for'distributionto the registered Political
Parties to assist them in their operation.

(2) The Cotnmission shall diStribute such grant as follows-'-

(a) 30 per cent of the grant shall be shared equally among all the registered
Political Parties.

(b) the remaining 70per ctmt of the grant s!Wll:ie.shared among the registered
political parties u) proporti6ll to the number of Seats won by each party in the
National Assembly. '

95. No political party shall be eligible to receive a grant under Section 93 unless
it wins a minimum of 10 per.cem of the total votes cast in the local government
elections in at least two-thirds of the states of the Federation.

96.-{I) The Commission shall have power to place limitation on thearrtount of
money or other assets, which an mdividual can contribute to a Political Party.

(2) .Every Political Party shall maintain a record of all contribUtors and the
amounts contributed.

97.-{1) For the purposes of an election, "election expenses" means expenses
incurred by a Political Party within the perfod from the date notice is given by the
Commission to conduct an election up to and including the polling day in respect of
the particular election.

(2) Election expenses incurred by a Political Party for the management or the
conduct of an election shaltnot exceed in theaggregale the sum deterrDineby multiplying
20 Naira by the number of names appearinginthefinalvotes' list for each Constituency
where there is a candidate sponsored by the Political Party.

(3) Election expenses of a Political Party shall be submitted to the Commission
in a separate audited return within three months after polling <Illyand the return shall
be signed by the party's auditors and counter-signed by the Chairman of the Party as
the case may be and shall be supported by a sworn affidavit by the signatories as 10

the correctness as to its contents.
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(4) The return referred to in Subsection (3) of this section snall show the amount
of money expended by or on behalf of the party on election expenses, the items of
expenditure and commercial value of goods and services received for election purposes.

(5) The Political Party shall causetheretum submitted to the Commission pursuant
to Subsection (4) of this section to be published in at least two (2) National Newspapers.

(6) Any Political Party which incurs election expenses beyond the limit stipulated
in this Act is guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to afine ofN500,000.

(7) The Commission shall make available for public inspection during regular.
business hours at its national and state offices the audit returns of the political parties
required by Subsection (3) of this section and such audited returns shall include the
name, address, occupation, and amount contributed by each contributor to a party.

98.-{l) For the purpose of the proper and peaceful conduct of political rallies
and processions, the Commissioner of Police in each state of the Federation and in the
Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, is by this Act empowered to provide adequate seCUFity
for processions and at.political rallies in the states .and the Federal Capital Territory,
Ahuja, as the case may be.

(2) A person who, while present at a political rally or procession or voting centre,
has with him any offensive weapon or missile otherwise than in pursuance of a lawful
duty is guiltyof'an offence and liable on conviction to fine ofNl 00,000 or imprisonment
for a term of2 years or both.

(3) For the purpose of Subsection (2) of this section, a person shall be deemed to
be acting in pursuance of a lawful duty if'he is acting in his capacity as a Police Officer
or as a member of a security agency authorized to catty arms and is specifically posted
to be present at the political rally or procession.

(4) In this section - "offensive weapon or missile" includes any cannon, gun,
rifle, carbine, revolver, pistol or any other fire arm, bow and arrow, spear, cutlass, knife,
dagger, axe, cudgel, or any other thing capable of being used as an offensive weapon
or missile, including teargas, acid, and any inflammable substance capable of injuring
a person.

99.-{ I) No political campaign or slogan shall be tainted with abusive language
directly or indirectly likely to injure religious, ethnic, tribal or sectional feelings.

(2) Abusive, intemperate, slanderous or base language or insinuations or
innuendoes designed or likely to provoke violent reaction or emotions shall not be
employed or used in political campaigns.

(3) Places designed for religious worship, palaces of traditional rulers, army
formations or barracks, police station, public offices and educational institutions shall
notbe used:

(a) for political campaigns, rallies and processions; and
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(b) to promote, propagate or attack political parties, candidates or their
programmes or ideologies.

(4) Masquerades shall not be employed or used by any political party; candidate
or person durina political campaigns or for any other political purpose,

(5)No political party or member of'a.politieal party shall retain, organise, train or
eq~ipany persoit or group of persons for the purpose of etrabling them to be employed
for the use or display of physical force or coercion inpromoti!tg any political objective
or interests, or in such manner as to arouse reasonable apprehension that they are
organisef. trained or equipped for that purpose.

(6tNopolitical party, -person 'or candidateshall keep or use private securi1¥
organisation, vanguard or any other, group or individual by whatever narne called for
the purpose of providing security, assisting or aiding the political party or candiilate in
whatever manner during campaigns, rallies, processions or elections.

(7) Notwithstanding the provision of Subsection (6) of this Section a candidate
at an election may keep or use,a pri~ate securityor indiyid~al for his personal protection
during campaigns, rallies orprocessions.

(8) A political party or person who contravenes any provision of this section is
guilty of an offence and liable onconviction : ' .

(a) in the case of an individual, to a fine ofN50,000 or imprisonment for a term of
6 months; and

(b) in the case ofa political party, to 11 fine of "50,000 in the first instance.and
N l.90,000 for any subsequent offence,.payable)ointly by tile Chairman. Secretary
and Treasurer of the Political Party at the National, State, Local Government A~
Area Councilor Ward level, as the casemay be.

100. --( I) No candidate, person or group of persons shall directly offer or aid in
offering inducement in any form whatsoever to a person ata political campaign for
the purpose of corruptly influencing that person or any other person io support or
refrain from supporting a political party or candidate.

(2) No candidate, person crrgroup of persons shall directly or indirectly give or
offer to give any money or valuable consideration to any person during a political
campaign in'order to induce that person or any other-person -tosupporror refrain from
supporting a political, party or candidate. '

(3) No c~ndidate, person or group of per sims shall directly or indirectly threaten
any person with the use offorce or violence during any political campaign in order to
compel that person or any other person to support or refrairi from supporting apolitical
party or candidate .

. (4) No person or group of persons shall accept any inducement, money or
valuable consideration from any person; candidate or political party in order to compel
that person or any other person to supportor refrain from supporting IIpolitical party
or candidate.
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(5) Any person who or political party which contravenes the provisions of this
section is guilty of an offence and liable on conviction:

(a) in the case of an individual, to a fine Of" I09,000 or imprisonment for a term
of one year ; and

(b) in the case ofa political party, to fine ofN250,000 in the first instance, and
N500,000 forany subsequent offence, payable jointly by the Chairman, Secretary and
Treasurer of the Political Party at the National, State, Local Government Area, Area
Councilor Ward level, as the case may be.

101. No candidate, person or group of persons shall directly or indirectly
threaten any person with the use 'offorce or violence during any political campaign in
order to compel that person or any other person to support or refrain' from supporting
a Poli~ca1 Party or candidate.

102. All Political Parties, candidates, agents and supporters of Political Parties
shall conform with the provisions of this Act, guidelines on political campaigns and
all party activities.

]OJ. Where a Political Party ceases to exist in accordence with any provisions of
this Act. a person elected on the platform or the Political Party in an election under this
Act shall remain validly elected, complete his tenure, and, for purposes of identification,
be regarded as a member of the Political Party under which he was elected, but such a
person cannot stand for re-election in the name of that political party.

]04. Any Political Party registered by the Commission in accordance with the
provisions of any law in force immediately before the coming into force of the 1999
Constitution shall be deemed to have been duly registered under this Act. •

105.--(1) A registered Political Party which through any person acting on its
behalf:

(a) during the twenty four hours before polling day advertises on the facilities of
eny broadcasting undertaking ; or

(b) procures for publication or acquiesces in the publication, during the period
described in paragraph (a) of this Su~on of an advertisement ~ a Newspaper,
for the purpose of promoting or opposing a particular Political Party or the election
of a particular candidate ;

is guilty of an offence under this "Actand upon conviction shall be liable to a fine
ofN500,000.

106. A candidate who directly or through any person acting on his behalf:
(a) during the twenty four hours immediately preceding polling day, or on

polling day advertises on the facilities of any broadcasting undertaking; or
(b) procures for publication or acquiesces in the publication, during the period

described in paragraph (a) of an advertisement in a Newspaper, for the purpose of
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promoting or oppo§ing aPamC<ular regfstenld pllrty or'the election of a particular
candidate ;.

is guilty of an offence against this Act and on conviction shall be liable to a fine
ofN50,OOO or to imprisonment for six months. . . .

107. A person other than a Political Party or a CIIldidate wOOpiOcures any
material for publication forthe purposes of promoting or opposing aparticular Politital
Party or the election of a particular candidate over the radio, teJeVisi(m,newspaper,
magazine, handbills or-any print or electronic media whotsoe"ver called during iwenty .
hOUl'Simmediately preceding or oli.polling day is guilty of an otTenceandliable on
conviction to a fine of fof50,OOOor iIilprisonment for six·(6) months or to both

l08.-{I) A person, print or electronic mC!diUmwho bioadcasts, publishes,
advertises or circulates any materialS" for th& putpOse Ofprometfng or opposing a
particular Political PartyottheeleCtiOll ofap.ticulltrcandidaeover1tieradio,tetevision,
newspaper, magazine, handbills, or any print or electronic media whatsoever.called
during twenty four hours· immediately preceding or on polling day is guilty of an
offence under this Act

(2)Where an offenceunder Subsection (I) of~section is committed by a
body corporate every principal officer of that body is equally guilty of an offence
under this Act

(3) Where any person is convicted of an offence under this section he shall be
liable:

(a) in the case ofa body corpomteto a fmeeffofSOO,OOOand

(b) iri the case of an individualte a tine offoflOO,OOOor to imprisonment fur 12
months.' .

109. Any candidate, person or associationwho engages in campaigning or
broadcasting based on religious, tribal, or sectional bias forthe purpose of promoting
or opposing a particular Political Party or the election of a particblar candidate, is guilty
of an offence against this Act and on conviction shaUbe liable to a fine ofNlOO,OOOor
imprisonment for twelve months or to lxI1h.

PARTIV

PROCEDt.IRI!FORELECTIONTO Locxi. GoVERNMENT

'110.-( I ) The conduct ofelection~intO the offices of Chairman, Vice Chairman
and a member ora Local Government-Council and the recall of a'member ora Local
Government shall be under the direction and supervision (}f the State Independent
Electoral Commission (hereinafter called the"State Commission") in accordance with
"the provisions ofthis Act using the Register of Voters compiled and the polling units
established by the Independent National Electoral Commission and any other enactment
or law, regulations, guidelines, rules orrnanuels issued or made by the State Commission
not being inconsistent with the provisions of this Act; .

, .
p.. .,

PROVIDEDthat where election to any of these offices had been held before the
coming into force of this Act for a period of less than the four years prescribed under
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this Act, an election shall notbe conducted into that office for the remaining period
before the General Bleetions, and the holders of such offices shall continue in office
until the next General Elections.

(2) The powers exercised by the State Commission in respect of elections to the
Local Government Councils in a State under this Act shall, in respect of the Area
Councils in the Federal Capital Territory be exercised by the Commission .•

III.-{I) There shall be elected for each LocalGovernment in the Federation a
Chairman;lnda Vice-Cbainnan.

(

(2) There shall be elected from every ward in a Local Government, a Councillor.

112.-{1 ) Subject to the provision of this section. the Commission shall divide
each LocaI9ovemmentAreii into such number of wards not being less than 10 and nR!
more than 20 as the circumstance of each Local Government Area may require.

(2) The boundaries of each ward shall be such that the number of inhabitants of
the ward is as nearly equal to the poPulation quota of the ward as is reasonably
practicable.

(3) The Commission shall review thedivision of every Local Government into
wards at intervals of not less than 10 years and may alter such wards in accordance
with the provisions of Subsection.( I) of this section to such extent as it may consider
desirable in the light of the review.

(4) Notwithstanding the provisions of section (3) of this section, the Commission
may, at any time. carry out such a review and alter the wards in accordance with the
provisions of this section to such extent as it considers necessary in consequence of
any amendment to section 3 of the Constitution or any provision replacing that
provisions or by reason of the holding ofa National Population Census orpursuantto
an Act of the National Assembly.

113. A person shall be qualified for election under this part of this Act if-
(a)he is a ci:iien ofNigeria;
(b) he is registered as a voter ;
(c) he has attained the age of2S years;
(d) he is educated up to at least the School Certificate level or its equivalent;
(e)he is a member of a Pclitical Party and is sponsored by that Party ; and
(f) he has produced evidence of tax payment as and when or tax exemption for a

period of three years immediately preceding the year of election.

114.-{ I)A person shall not be qualified to contest a Local Government election
under this Act if:

(a)subject to the provisions of section 28 of the Constitution. he has voluntarily
acquired the citizenship of a country other than Nigeria or, except in such cases as
may be prescribed by the National Assembly, has made a declaration of allegiance
to such a country ;
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(b) under any law in force in any part of Nigeria, he is adjudged to be a lunatic or
otherwise declared to be of unsound mind;

(c) he is under a sentence of death imposed on him by any competence court of
law or tribunal in Nigeria or a sentence of imprisonment Or fine for an offence
involving dishonesty or fraud (by whatever name called) money laundering, drug
related offence, or any other offence impose on hini by such a court or tribunal
substituted by a competent authority for 'any other sentence imposed on him by
such a court or tribunal;

(d) within a period of less than ten years before the date of an election to the Local
Government, he has been convicted and sentenced for an offence involving dishonesty
or he has been found guilty of a contravention of the Code of Conduct' ;

(e) he is an undischarged bankrupt, having been adjudged or otherwise declared
bankrupt under any law in force in any part of Nigeria ;

if> he is a person employed in the public service of the Federation or of any State or
Local Government (other than a person holding elective office) and he has not resigned,
withdrawn or retired from such employment 30 days before the date of election;

(g) he is a member of any secret society'·

(h) he has been indicted for embezzlement or fraud by a Judicial Commission of
Inquiry or an Administrative Panel of Inquiry or a Tnbunal setup under the Tnbunals
of Inquiry Act, a Tribunal of Inquiry Law or any other Law by the Federal or State
Government which indictment has been accepted by the Federal or State Government,
as the case may be ;

(i) he has within the preceding period of 10 years presented a forged certificate
to the State Independent Electoral Commission; or

(j)he has been dismissed from the public service of the Federation or a State;

(2) Where in respect of any person who has been :
(a) adjudged to be a lunatic;
(b) declared to be of unsound mind;
(c) sentenced to death or imprisonment; or
(d) adjudged or declared bankrupt,
any appeal against the decision is pending in any court of law in accordance

with any law in force' in Nigeria, Subsection (1) of this section shall not apply
during a period beginning from the date when such appeal is lodged and ending on
the date when appeal is finally determined or as the case may be, the appeal lapses
oris abandoned, whichever is earlier.

(3) For the purpose of Subsection (2) of this section, an "appeal" includes any
application for an injunction or an order of certiorari, mandamus, prohibition, or habeas
corpus, or any appeal from any such application,

115.-{ 1) Election to all the Local Govenunent shall be held on the same date
and day throughout the Federation.

Date of
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voting,
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(2) Notwithstanding the provisions of Subsection (I) of this section or any
other law, guideline, notice, circulars or regulations as from the commencement of this
Act, General Elections to Local Government shall be' held not earlier than 29'h March
2003.

(3) Bye-elections to fill vacancies that.occurin Local Government of a State shall
be held within 30 days from the date of vacancy occurred.

(4) The date mentioned in Subsection (I) of this section shall not be earlier than
sixty days before and nor later than 30 days before the expiration of the term of office
of the last holder of that office.

(5) Where a vacancy occurs less than 3 months before the day on which the
Local Government stand dissolved there shall be no bye election to fill the vacancy.

(6) Where a vacancy oecurs more than three months before the day the Local
Government stands dissolved there shall be a bye election to fill the vacancy not later
than 30 days from the date vacancy occurred.

(7) Voting shall be by open-secret ballot.

116.The procedure for filing nominations and the casting and counting of votes
for Local Government Council elections shall be the same as is applicable to other
elections under this Act.

117.--{1) Ifafterthe expiration of time for the delivery of Nomination Papers and
the withdrawal of candidates for election of Councillors under this Act only one
candidate remains duly nominated, that candidate shall be declared returned unopposed.

(2) If after the expiration of time for the delivery of Nomination Papers and the
withdrawal of candidates for election of Councillors under this section more than one
candidate duly nominated, a poll shall be taken in accordance with the provisions of
this Act.

(3) Where in an election to the office of Chairman -

(a) at the close or nomination one of the candidates has been nominated, the
State Independent Electoral Commission shall extend the. time for nomination by 7
days; or

(b) at the close of nomination one of the candidates nominated for the election is
the only candidate by reason of the disqualification, withdrawal, incapacitation,
disappearance, or death of the other candidates the State Independent Electoral
Commission shall extend the time for nomination by 7 days;

PROVIDEDthat where after the extension only one candidate remains validly
nominated, there shall be no further extension.

118.--{ I) A candidate for an election to the Office of Chairman shall be deemed
to have been duly elected to the office where being the only candidate nominated for
the election:

(0) he has a majority of YES votes over NO votes cast at the election; and
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least two-th irds of all the wards in the Local Government.

(c) but where the only candidate fails to be elected in accordance with this
Subsection then there shall be fresh nominations.

(2) A candidate for an election to the office of the Chairman shall be deemed to
have been elected where, there being only two candidates for the election:

(a) he has a majority of the votes cast at the election; and
(b) he has not less than one-quarter qf the votes e..st at the election in each of at

'least two-thirds of all the wards in the Local Govemment Couoc:il,as1be case may be,

(3) Uno candidate is duly elected underSubsection(2)o(~tection, the State
Commissionshall within 7 days conduct a secoed election betw~1hetwo candidates,
and the c~idate who' scored the majority of votes cast at the election sball be
deemed duly elected at the election.

(4)A candidate for an election to the office of Chairman shall be deemed to have
been duly elected where, there being more than two candidates for the election ;. .

(a) he has the highest number of votes cast at the election; and
(b) he has not less than one-quarter ofthe votes cast at the election in each of at

least two-thirds of all wards in the Local Government as the case may be.
(5) If no candidate is duly elected in accordance with Subsection (4) of this

section, there shall be a second election in accordance with Subsection (6) of ,this
section at which the only candidates shall be :

(a) the candidate who scored the highest number of votes at the election held
under Subsection (4) ofthis section; and

(b) one among theremaining candidates who has the majority of votes in the
highest number of wards so however that where there life more than one candidate,
the one among them with the highest total number of votes cast at the election shall
be the second <:andidate tor the election.

(6) In default of a candic:bfteduly elected under the foregoing Subsections, the
State Commission shall-within 7 days of the result of the election held under the said
Subsections arrange for another election between the two candidates and a candidate
at such an election shall be deemed to have been duly elected to the office of a
Chairman of Local Government if-

(a) he has the highest number of votes cast at the election; and

(b) he has not less than one-quarter of the votes cast at the election in each of at
least two-thirds of al] the wards in the Local Government, as the case may be.

(7) If no candidate is duly elected under Subsection (6) of this section,
arrangements shall be made within 7 days of the result of the last election, for another
election between the two candidates specified in Subsection (~) of this section, and a
candidate at this last election Mlallbe deemed duly elected to the office of Chairman
of a Local Government ifhe scores a simple majority of votes cast at the election.

(8) If a person duly elected as Chairman dies before taking and sUbscribing the
Oath of Allegiance and Oath of Office or is for any reason whatsoever unable to be

~--------- ------ ----
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sworn in, the person elected with him as Vice-chairman shall be sworn in as Chairman
and he shall nominate a new vice-chairman who shall be appointed by the new Chairman
with the approval by a simple majority of the Local Government Legislative Council.

119. Subject to the provisions of section ql, a Local Government shall stand
dissolved at the expiration of a period offour years commencing from the date:

(a)when the Chairman took the oath of office; or
(b) when the legislative arm of the council was inaUgurated ; whichever is earlier.

l~O.A member of Local Government shall vacate his seat in the Council :
(a) ifhe becomes a member of ancfther legislative house; or
(b) on the date given in his letter of resignation ; or
(c) ifhe becomes President, Vice-President, Governor, Deputy Governor or a

Minister ofthe<Jovernment of the Federation or a Commissionerofthe Government
of a State; or

(d) being a person whose election was sponsored by a Political Party, he resigns
from that party or becomes a member of another Political Patty before the expiration
ofthe period for which the Local Government Council was elected ;

PROVIDED that his membership ofthe latter political party is not as a result of
a division in the political party of which he was previously a member or of a
merger of two or more political parties or factions by one of which he was
previously sponsored; or

(e) ifhe becomes a member of a secret society or does any other thing disqualifying
him from holding the office of Chairman or Councillor under this Act; or

(f) if the Speaker of the Local Government receives a certificate under the hand of
the Chairman of the State Commission stating that the provisions of Section 123 of
this Act have been complied with in respect of the recall of that member.

(3) The Speaker of the Local Government Council shall give effect to Subsection
(1) of this section, so however that the Speaker shall first present evidence satisfactory
to the Local Government Council that any of the provisions of that Subsection has
becomeapplicable in respect of that member.

Ul.-{l) The Chairman or Vice-Chairman may be removed from office in
accordance with the provisions of this section.

(2) Whenever a notice of any allegation of gross misconduct in writing signed
by not less than one-third of the members of the Local Government Legislative Council
stating that the holder of the office of Chairman or Vice-Chairman is guilty of misconduct
in the performance of the functions of his office, detailed particulars of which shall be
specifiedis presented to the Speaker of the Local Government Legislative Council, the
Speaker of the Local Government Legislative Council shall, within 7 days of the notice,
cause a copy of the notice to be served on the holder of the office and on each member
of the Local Government Legislative Council and shall also cause any statement made
in reply to the allegation by the holder of the office to be served on each member of the
Local Government Legislative Council.

•
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(3) Within 14 days of the representation of the notice, (whether or not any
statement was made by the holder of the office in reply to the allegation contained in
the notice) the Local Government Legislative Council, shall resolve by motion without
any debate whether or not the allegation shall be investigated.

(4) A motion of the Local Government Legislative Council that the allegation be
investigated shall not be declared as having been passed unless it is supported by
the votes of not less than two-thirds majority of all the members of the Local
GovernmentLegislative.

(5) Within 7 days of'the passing of a motion under Subsection (4) of this section,
the Speaker of the Local Government Legislative-Council shall inform the ChiefIudge
of the State or of !be Federal Capital Territory, Abuja, as the case may be, who shall
appoint a Panel of seven persons who in the opinion of the Chief Judge are of
unquestionable integrity not being members of:

(a) any public or civil service;
(b) a legislative house; or
(c) a political party.
to investigate the allegation as provided in this section.

(6) The holder of an office whose conduct js being investigated under this
section shall have the right to defend himself in person or be represented before the
Panel by a legal practitioner of his own choice.

(7) A Panel appointed under this section shall :

(a) have such powers and exercise its functions in accordance with such procedure
as may be prescribed by an Act of the National Assembly in the case of Federal Capital
Territory, or by a Law of the House of Assembly of the State;

(b) within three months of its appointment, report its findings to the Local
Government Legislative Council.

(8) Where the Panel reports to the Local Government Legislative Council that
the allegation has not been proved no further proceedings shall be taken in respect of
the matter.

(9) Where the report of the Panel is that the allegation against the holder of the
office has been proved, then within 14 days of the receipt of the rep!,rt, the Local
Government Legislative Council shall consider the report with the holder of the office
being present at the meeting and ifby a resolution of the Local Government Council
supported by not less than two-thirds majority of all its members, the report of the
Panel is adopted then the holder of the office shall stand removed from office as from
the date of the adoption.ofthe report.

122. A member of a Local Government Legislative Council may be recalled as a Recall,

member if:

(a) there is presented to the Chairman of the State Independent Electoral
Commission a petition in that behalf signed by more than one-half of the persons



'A 66 2001 No.4 Electoral Act

Offences in
relati"n to
registration,
etc.

Offences in
respect of
nomination.
etc.

registered to vote in that member's.cOnstituency lilleging their loss of confidence in
that member; and

(b) the petition is thereforeapprovecl in • referebdurn conducted by the State
Independent Electoral ~011 within 90 days of the. date of the receipt" of tile

.petition by a simple rnajori&yoftbe ~ of the persons registered to vote in that
member's constituency.

12~. Any person whG :
(a) without authorjty, destroys, mutilates, defaces or removes or makes any

alteration in any notice or document required for the purpose of registration under
this Act; or

(brknowingly gives false iriforrnation or makes a false statement with reference
to any application for registration ofhis name or with reference to any objection to
the retention of the name ofa person in the register of voters ; or

(c) presents himself to be qr.does any act whereby he is by what name or
description however, includedm the register of voters for a constituency in which
he is not entitled to be registered or causes hirnselfto be registered more than one
registration or revision centre; or

(d) publishes any statement or report wllich he kn~ws to be false or does not
believe to be true so as to prevent persons who are qualified to register from
registering as voters, or

(e) makes in any record, register or document which he is required to prepare,
publish or keep for the purpose of registration, any entry or statement which he
knows to be false or does not believe to be true ; or

(f) impedes or obstructs a registration officer or a revision officer in the performance
of his duties; or

(g) without proper authority, wears the identification of a registration officer or
assistant registration officer or wears any other identiflcation purporting to be the
identification of a registration officer or assistant registration officer; or

(h) forges a registration card ; or

(i) carries out registration or revision of voters at a centre or place not designated
by the Commission, shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine
of NI00,000 or to twelve months imprisonment or to both.

124.-( I) A person commits an offence ifhe :

(a) forges any nomination paper;

(b) willfully defaces or destroys any nomination paper;

(c) delivers to an electoral officer any nomination paper knowing it to be forged ;

(d) signs a nomination paper as a candidate in more than one constituency at the
same election;
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(e) forges any ballot paper or official mark on any ballot paper or any certificate
of return ;

(f) willfully destroys any ballot paper or official mark on any ballot paper or any
certificate of return ;

(g) without authority gives a ballot paper to any person;

(h) willfully places in any ballot box any unauthorised paper;

(i) willfully removes from a polling station any ballot paper whether or not the
ballot paper was issued to him in that polling station;

(j) without authority destroys or in any other manner interferes with a ballot box
or its contents or any ballot paper then in-use-or likely to be used for the purpose of
an election;

(k) signs a nomination paper consenting to be a candidate at an election knowing
that he is ineligible to be a candidate at that election;

(I) without proper authority prints a ballot paper or what purports to be or is
capable of being used as a ballot paper at an election;

(m) being authorized by the Commission to print ballot papers prints more than
the number or quantity the Commission authorized; -

(11) without authority, is found in possession ofa ballot paper when he is not in
the process of voting and at a time when the election for which the ballot paper is
intended is not yet completed; or

«(» manufactures, constructs, imports into Nigeria, has in his possession, supplies
to any election official or uses for the purpose of an election, or causes to be
m-anufactured, constructed or imported into Nigeria, supplies to any election official
for use for the purpose of any election, any Ballot Box including any compartment,
appliance; device or mechanism on or by which a ballot paper mayor could be
secretly placed or stored in, or having been deposited during polling may be secretly
diverted, misplaced or manipulated, shall be guilty of an offence and liable on
conviction to a fine ofN200,000 or to imprisonment for 2 years or to both.

(2) An attempt to commit any offence under this section shall be punishable in
the manner as the offence itself.

125. Any person who, at a political meeting held after the date for an election
has been announced: -

(a) acts or incites another to act in a disorderly manner for the purpose of
preventing the transaction of the business for which the meeting was convened; or

(h) has in his possession an offensive weapon or missiles;

shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine ofNl 00,000 or
imprisonment for twelve months or both.

126. Any person who -

(a) being entitled to a Voters Card, gives it to some other person for use at an
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election other than an officer appointed and acting in the course of his duty under
this Act; or

(b) not being an officer acting in the course of his duty under this Act, receives
any Voter's Card in the name of some other person for use at an election; or

(c) without lawful excuse has in his possession more than one Registration
Card; or

(d) buys, sells, procures or deals, with a Voters Card otherwise than as provided
in this Act;

shall be guilty of an offence and be liable on conviction to a fine ofN100,000 or
imprisonment for twelve months or both.

127.--{I) No person shall provide for the purpose of any other person use to a
registration office or to a polling station any Government vehicle or boat, or any
vehicle or boat belonging to a public corporation except in respect of a person who is
ordinarily entitled to use such vehicle or boat and in emergency in respect of an
electoral officer.

(2) Any person who contravenes the provisions of this section shall be guilty of
an offence and liable on conviction to a fine of N50.000 or to imprisonment for six
months or to both.

128.--{ I) Any person who -

(a) applies under this Actto be included in any list of voters in the name of some
other person, whether such name is that of a person living or dead or ofa fictitious
person; or

(b) having once to his knowledge been properly included in a list of voters
under this Act as a voter entitled to vote at any election. applies, except as authorized
by this Act, to be included in any other list of voters prepared for any Constituency
as a voter at an election; or

(c) applies for a Ballot Paper in the name of some other .person, whether such
name is that of a person living or dead or of a fictitious person; or

(d) having voted once at an election applies as at the same election for another
Ballot Paper; or

(e) votes or attempts to vote at an election knowing that he is not qualified to
vote at the election; or

(f) induces or procures any other person to vote at an election knowing that
such other person is not qualified to vote at the election;

shall be guilty of an offence and be liable on conviction to a fine ofN 100,000 or
twelve months imprisonment or both.

(2) Any person who commits the offence of impersonation or who aids, abets,
counsels or procures the commission of that offence, shall be gui Ity of an offence and
be liable on conviction to a fine ofNIOO,OOO or imprisonment for twelve months or
both.

..

.,~".
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(3) No person charged with the offence of impersonation shall be convicted
except on the evidence of at least two witnesses.

129.-(a) Any officer appointed for the purposes of this Act who without
lawful excuse commits any act or omission in breach of his official duty shall be
guilty of an offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine of "I 00,000 or to
imprisonment for twelve months or both ;

(b) Any Polling Officer who fails to fetlortpromptly at his polling station on an
election day without lawful excuse shall be guilty of dereliction of duty and on
conviction shall be liable to a fine ofNI00,OOO or twelve months imprisonment or
both ;

(c) Any Polling Officer who fails to discharge his lawful duties at his polling
station without lawful excuse shall be guilty of dereliction of duties and on conviction
shall be liable to a fine off'fIOO,OOOOl'tweive months imprisonment;

(d) Any person who announces or publishes an election result knowing same to
be false or which is at variance with the signed certificate or returr. shall be guilty of
an offence and on conviction shall be liable to a fine of"200,OOO or twenty-four
months imprisonment or both.

(e) Any Returning Officer or Collation Officer who, drlivers or causes to be
delivered a false certificate or retUrn knowing same to be false to the Commission or
a State Independent Electoral Commission, shall be guilty of an offence and on
conviction shall be liable to a tine of f>f2OO,OOOortwenty-fourmOllths imprisonment
or both.

(/) Any person wh() delivers or causes to. be delivered a false Certificate or
Return knowing same to be false to any news media shaH be guilty of an offence
and on conviction shall be liable to aline ofNI 00,000 to twelve months imprisonment
or both.

130.-( I) Any person who does any of the following-

(a) directly or indirectly by himself or by any other person on hill behalf, gives,
lends or agrees to give or lend, or offers, promises, or

(b) promises to procure or to endeavour to procure, any money or valuable
consideration to or for any voter, or to or for any person on behalf of any voter, or
to or for any person, in order to induce any voterto vote, to refrain from voting, or
corruptly does any such act as aforesaid on account of such voter having voted or
refrained from voting, at any election; or

(c) directly or indirectly by himself or by any other person on'hiSbehalf, corruptly
makes any gift, loan, offer, promise, procurement or agreement as aforesaid to or for
any person, in order to induce such person to procure or to endeavour to procure
the return of any person as a member of a Legislative House or to an elective office
or the vote of any voter at any election; or

(d) upon or in consequence of any gift, loan, offer, promise, procurement or
agreement as aforesaid, corruptly procures, or engages or promises or endeavours
to procure, the return of any person as a member of a Legislative House or to an
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elective office or the vote of any voter at any election; or

(e) advances to pays or causes to paid any money to or for the use ofany other
. person, with the intent that such money or any part thereof shall be expended in
bribery at any election, or who knowingly pays or causes to be paid, any money to
any person in discharge or repayment of any money wholly 'or in part expended in
bribery at any election; or

(f) after any election directly, or indirectly, by himself, or by any other person on
his or her behalf receives any money or valuable consideration on account of any
person having voted or refrained from voting or having induced any other person
to vote or refrain from voting or having induced any candidate to refrain fr~m
canvassing for votes for himself or herself at any SUCllelection,

shall be guilty of an offence and on conviction shall be liable to a fine ofNI 00,000
or twelve months imprisonment or both,

(2) A voter shall be guilty of an offence of bribery who before or during an
election directly or indirectly himself or by any other person on his behalf'' receives,
agrees or contracts for any money, gift, loan, or valuable consideration, office, place or
employment, for himself, or for any other person, for voting or agreeing to vote or for
refraining or agreeing to refrain from voting at any such election.

(J) Nothing in this section shall extend or apply to money paid or agreed to be
paid for or on account of any lawful expenses bona fide incurred at or concerning any
election.

(4) Any person who commits the offence of bribery shall be liable on conviction
to a fine ofN 100,000 or imprisonment for twelve months or both.

(5) Any person who conspires, aids or abets with any other person to commit
any of the offences under this Part of this Act shall be guilty of the same offence and
punishment thereto.

(6) For the purposes of this Act, a candidate shall be deemed to have committed
an offence ifit was committed with his knowledge and consent or the knowledge and
consent of a person who is acting under the general or special authority of the candidate
with reference to the election.

131.-(1) Any person who is convicted of an offence under this part of this Act
which amounts to corrupt practice or is convicted of aiding, abetting, counselling or
procuring the commission of such offence shall in addition to any other penalty, be
disqualified during a period of four years from the date of his conviction-

""1) from being registered as a voter or voting at any election; and

.(1:1) from being elected under this Act or if elected before his conviction, from
retaining the office to which he was elected.

(2) For the purposes of this section, a candidate shall be deemed to have
committed a corrupt practice ifit was committed with his knowledge and consent or the
knowledge and consent of a person who is acting under the general or special authoritv
of the candidate with reference to the election.

•
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132.-{ I) Every person in attendance ata Polling Station including everv flit:cer
charged with the conduct of -an election and his or ber assistants and ''it,; I'olling
Agent and candidate in attendance at apolling station or at the Collation Centre, as the
case may be, sball maintain I."t'id aid in maintain~ the secrecy of the voting.

(2) No person in attendance •••• 'oltlng Booth under this section shalt, except
for some purpose authorb::d by Illw, COMm\lli"icate to any person •..rformati. 11as to the
name or number On the register of Illy voter .vllo hr.~ Ofhas not voted lit tl.~place of
voting.

(3) No person shall-

(0) interfere with a voter casting bis vote, or 1.:" any I).he means obtain or
attempt to obtain in ~omng station informaticm as (0 the candidate for whom a
voter in that place is about to vote for or has voeed for; or

(b) communicate at any time to any other person information obtained in a
polling station as to the candidate to whom a voter is about to vote or has voted for.

(4) Any person acting contrary to the provision cf this section commits an
offence and shal! be liable upon conviction to a 'fipe of"50,000 or to imprisonment for
six monthsorboth.

133. Any person who-

(a) votes at an election or indueesor procures any person to vote at an election,
knowing that he Qrlshe.is such person prohibited from voting; or

(b) before or during an election, publishes any statement of the withdrawal
of a candidate at such election knowing it to be false or reckless as to its truffl
or falsity; or

(c) before or during an election publishes any statement as to the personal
character or conduct of" candidate calculated to prejudice the chance of election of
the candidate or to promote or procure the election of ao:other candidate and such
statement is false and was published without reasonable grounds for belief by tne
person publishing it that the statement was true,

shall be guilty of offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine ofN50,ooO or
imprisonment for a term of six months or both.

134.-{ I) Any person who knowingly voles or attempts to vote in a constituency
in respect of which his name is no.ton the register of voters shall be gui Ityof an offence
and liable on conviction to a fme ofN50,OOOor to imprisonment for six months or ,,",tho

(2) Any person who knowingly brings into a polling station during ~.~election
a voters card issued to another person shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable
on conviction to IIfine or~ 50,000 or to imprisonment for six months or both,

135. Any person ~;ho at an election acts or incites others to act in a disorderly
manner shall be guilty of an offence and be liable on conviction to a fine ofN50,000 or
imprisonment for a term of six months or both,
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Offences on
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-1-36.-(1) No person shall on the date on which an election is held do any of the
following acts or things in a polling station or within a distance of 300 metres of a
Polling Station, that is to say-

(a) canvass for votes;

(b) solicit the vote of any voter;

(c) persuade any voter not to vote for any particular candidate ;

(d) persuade any voter not to vote at the election;

(e) shout slogans concerning the election;

if) be in possession of any offensive weapon or wear any dress or have any
facial or other decoration which in any event is calculated to intimidate voters ;

(g) exhibit, wear or tender any notice, symbol, photograph or party card referring
to the election;,

(h) use any vehicle bearing the colour or symbol of a political party by .any
means whatsoever;

(i) loiter without lawful excuse after voting or being refused td vote;

() snatch or destroy any election materials; and

(k) blare siren .

. (2) No ••erson shall in the vicinity ofa polling unit or collation centre on the day
of which an election is held-

(a) convene, hold or attend any public meeting during the hours of poll as may
be prescribed by the Commission; or

(b) unless appointed under this Act to make official announcements, operate
any megaphone, amplifier or public address apparatus; and

(c)wear or carry any badge, poster, banner, flag or symbol relating to a political
party or to'the election.

(3) A person who contravenes any provisions of this sectien shall be guilty of
an offence and be liable on conviction to a fine ofN5,000 or imprisonment for a term of
six months for every such offence.

137. A person who-

(a) corruptly br himself or by any other person at any time after the date Qf an
etection has been announced, directly or indirectly gives or provides or pays money
to or for any person for the purpose of corruptly influencing that person or any
other person to vote or refrain from voting at such election, or on account of such
person or any other person having voted or refrained froD! voting at such election
; or

•

(b) being a voter, corruptly accepts or takes money or any other inducement
during any of the period stated in paragraph (0) of this section shall be guilty of an
offence and shall be liable on conviction to a fine of N 100,000 or twelve months
imprisonment or both,
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138, A person who ~

(a) directly or irrdirectly.byhlmself or by another person on hisbehalf, makes
use of or threatens to make use of any force, violence or restrain;

(b) inflicts or threatens to inflict by himself or by any other perSon, any temporal
or spiritual injury, damage, harm or loss on or ag~inst aperson in order to induce or
compel that person to vote Of refrain from voting; oron account of such person
having voted or refrAined frOm voting ; or

(c) by abduction, duress, or a fraudulentdevice.()f .eODtrivanee,impedes" or
prevents the freeuse 9ftb.e vote by av~~;or thereby compels, induces orprevails
on a voter to give orrefrain fromgiving.hi~voto;,

(d) by preventing any political aspirams ftomfreeuse of the media, designated
vehicles, mobilization ofpolitical suppoJ:t andl;lllIlpaipatan election,

commits the offence of unchIO inf1ue~ .artd Uabl~on conviction toa fino of
" "100,000 or imprisonment for~e've months, !U1dShan jn addition be guilty of

corrupt practice Under section 113 ofthi~ Act liJ!.dth~il}cumhent\>e disqualified as
a candidate in the election. . ..

139. The offences referred to in this Act shall apply to recall ofa member of a
Legislative House and member of a Local Government Council,

PARTVI

DETERMINATION OF ELECTION PETITIONS ARISING FROM ELECTION

140.-{1) No election and no return at an election under this Act shall be
questioned in any manner other than by a petition complaining of an undue election or
undue return (in this Act referred to as an "election petition") presented to the competent
tribunal or court in accordance with the provisions of this Act, and in which the person
elected or returned is joined as a Party,

(2) In this section "tribunal or court" means -

(a) in the case of presidential election, the Court of Appeal; and
(b) in the case of any other elections under this Act, the Election Tribunal

established by the Constitution or this Act.

141. The Court of Appeal shall, to the exclusion of any otherCoUlt!lf Tribunal,
have origU,1a1jurisdiction to hear and determine any, question as to whether-

(a) any person bas been validly elected a President or Vice-President of~e
Federal Republic of Nigeria ; or

(b) uie term of office of the President or the Vice-.l'residenthas ceased; or
(c) the office of President or Vice-President has become vacant.

142.-(1) There shall be established for the Federation one or jnore Election
Tribunals to be known as the National Assembly Election Tribunals which shall, to the
exclusion of any court or tribunal, have original jurisdiction to hear and determine
petitions as to whether -
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(a) anyperscn has been validly eiected as a member of the National Assembly;

(b) theterm of office ofa _berofthe Senate or of the House of Representative
has ceased;

(c) the seat ofa member of1he.8enate or of the House of Representative ha,
become vacant; and

(d) a question or petition brought before the Election Tribunal bas been properly
or improperly brought.

(2) There shall be established in each state of the Federation one or more election
Tribunals to be known aslhe Governorship and Legislative Houses Election Tribunals
which shall, to the e.' tit .sion of any court or tribunal, have original jurisdiction to hear
and determine petitions as to whether-

(a) any person has been validly elected to the Office <if Governor, Deputy
Governor or as a member of the House of Assembly ofthe State;

(b) the term of office of any person elected to the office of Governor, Deputy
Governor or as a member 6fthe House of Assembly of the State has ceased;

(c) the seat of Governor, Deputy Governor or as a member of the House of
Assembly of the State has become vacant ; and

(d) a question or petition brought before the election tribunal has been properly
or improperly brought

(3) There shall be established in each State of the Federation one or more
Election Tribunals (in this Act referred to as Local Government Election Tribunal)
which shall, to the exclusion of any other Court or Tribunal, have original jurisdiction
to hear and determine any question as to whether -

(a) any person has been validly elected to the office of Chairman, Deputy
Chairman or Councillor;

(b} ti,+erm of or. e of any person elected to the office of Chairman, Deputy
Chairman or Councillor has ceased;

(c) the seat of a member of a Local Government or Area Council has become
vacant; and

(dj a <j\&stionor petition brought before the Local government Election Tribunal
has been properly or improperly brought.

143.--(1) The National Assembly Election Tribunals, the Governorship and
Legislative House Election Tribunals and the Local Government Election Tribunals
shall each consist of a Chairman and four other members.

(2) The Chairman shall be ajudge of a High Court and the other members shall be
appointed from among judges of a High Court, Khadis of a Sharia Court of Appeal,
Judges of a Customary Court of Appeal or other niembers of the judiciary not below
the rank of a Chief Magistrate.

(3) The Chairman and other members of the Tribunals shall be appointed by
the President of the Court of Appeal in consultation with the Chief Judge of the

..
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State, Grand Khadis of a Sharia Court of Appeal of the State or the President of
the Customary Court of Appeal of the State, as the case may be.

(4) The quorum of an Election Tribunal established by the Constitution or this
Act shall be the Chairman lind two other members.

(5) The Election Tribunal's provided for under this Act shall be constituted not
later than 14 days before the Election,

144. An election petition under this Act shall be presented within thirty (30)
days from the date the result of the election is declared.

145.---( 1) An election petition may be presented by one or more of the following
persons -

(a) a candidate at an election; and

(b) a Political Party which participated at the election'.

(2) The person whose election is complained Of is, in this Act, referred to as the
Respondent, but if the petition complains of the conduct of an Electoral Officer, a
Presiding Officer, a Returning Officer or any other person who took part in the conduct

• of an election, such officer or person shall forthe purpose of this Act be deemed to be
a Respondent and shall be joined in the election petition in his 01' her official status as
a necessary party.,

146.---( 1) An election may be questioned on any of the following grounds, ttiat
is to say-

(a) that a person whose election is questioned was, at the time of the election,
not qualified to contest the election;

(h) thatthe election was invalid by reason of corrupt practices or non-compliance
with the provisions of this Act;

(e) that the respondent was not duly elected by majority of lawful votes cast at
the election; or

(d) that the petitioner or its candidate was validly nom inated but was un lawfully
excluded from the election.

(2) An act or omission which may be contrary to arr instruction or directive of
the Cornm iss ion or of an officer appointed for the purpose of the election but which is
not contrary to the provisions of this Act shall not of itself be a ground for questioning
the election. .

147.---( I} An election shall not be liable to be invalidated by reason of non
compliance of this Act if it appears to the Election Tribunyal or Court that the election
was conducted substantially in accordance with the principles of this Act and that the
non compliance did 'not affect substantially the result of the election.

(2) An election shall not be liable to be questioned by reason of a defect in the
title, or want of title of the person conducting the election or acting in the office
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provided such a person has the right or authority of the Commission to conduct the
election.

148.- (I) An appeal arising in respect of an election petition under this Act
shaIl-

(a) in the case of Presidential election, lie to the Supreme Court; and

(b) in the case of all other elections, lie to the Court of Appeal.

(2) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in any other enactment, notice of
appeal to the Supreme Court or to the Court of Appeal, as the case may be, on an
election petition shall be given within 21 days from the date ofthe decision appealed
against.

(.l) The decision of the Supreme Court under Subsection (I) of this section shall
be fmal.

149.--(1) Subject to Subsection (2) of this section, if the Tribunal or the Court,
as the case may be, determines that a candidate who was returned as elected was not
validly elected on any ground, the Tribunal or the Court shall nullify the.election.

(2) If the 'il'ibunal or the Court determines that a candidate who-was returned as
elected was not validly elected on the ground that he did not score the majority of valid
votes cast at the election, the Election Tribunal or the Court, as the case may be, shall
declare as elected the candidate who scored the highest number of'valid votes cast at
the election imd satisfied the requirements of the Constitution and this Act.

(3) On the motion ofarespondent in an election petition, the Election Tribunal
or the Court, as the case may be, may strikeout an election petition on the ground that
it is not in accordance with the provisions ofthis Part of this Act, or theprovisions of
the Schedule to this Act.

ISO. Without prejudice to the provisions of Section 294, Subsection (1) of the
Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999, an election petition and an
appeal arising there from under this Act shall be given accelerated hearing and shall
have precedence over all other cases or matters before the Tribunal or Court.

151.--(1) Ifthe Election Tribunal or the Court, as the case may be, determines
that a candidate returned as elected was not validly elected, then if notice of appeal
against that decision is given within 21 days from the date of the decisions, the
candidate returned as elected shall, notwithstanding the contrary decision .of the
Election Tribunal or the Court, remain in office pending the determination of the appeal.

(2) If the Election Tribunal or the Court, as the case may be, determines that a
candidate returned lIS elected was not validly elected , the candidate returned as
elected shall, notwithstanding the contrary decision of the Election Tribunal.or the
Court, remain in office pending the expiration of the period of2l days within which an
appeal may be brought.

152. The rules of procedures to be adopted for election petition and appeals
arising there from shall be those set out in the First Schedule to this Act.
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PARTVll

MISCELLANEOUS

151.No person holding an elective office to whiChthis Act relates or a registered
member of a Political Party shall be eligible for or be appointed to carry. out the dutic:s
of a returning officer, an electoral officer, presiding officer or a.poll clerk, and any
officer appointed to clII'!'YO\1tany of th~ duties shall be Ineligible for nomination as
a candidate for election while he continues to hold any such l!PPointment.

154.-{1) If the registration card.of a voter i~ lost or acc~tally destroyed the
voter may attend in person at the office of'the regisl:ratiw officer and apply for another
registration card. .

(2) The registration officer shall make suell enquires as the Commission may
prescribe for the purpose; and where the registration officer is satisfied as to the lOiS
or accidental destruction of the registration card, he may issue another card to the
voter.

155.-{1) The Commission may prescribe-

(a) a scale of remuneration for officers appointed under this Act for the conduct
of elections ;

(b) a scale of maximum charges in respect of other expenses incurred by an
Electoral Officer, a Presiding Officer or a Returning Officer in connection with an
election, and may revise the scale as he thinks fit or expedient.

(2) An Electoral Officer, Presiding Officer or Returning Officer shall, in addition
to any remuneration prescribed under paragraph (a) of Subsection (I) of this section
be entitled to such sums in respect of expenses not exceeding the prescribed scale, in
connection with the conduct of an election as are reasonable.

(3) The Commission may pay such honoraria as it may determine to all other
persons and officers who may be involved !It one way or the other in conducting an
election under this Act, or in carrying out any task in connection with an election or
election petitions arising there from.

(4) All fees an!! other remuneration approved under Subsection (I) of this
section shall be charged upon the ConSolidated Revenue Fund of the Federation and
shall be paid in such manner as the Commission deems fit.

156. No person who has voted in any election under this Act shall in any legal
proceedings arising out of the elections, be required to say for who~ he voted.

157. The Attorney-General of the Federation or of a State shall oonsider any
recommendation made to him or It tribunal by the Commission with respect to the
prosecution by him of any person for an offence disclosed in an election petition.

158.-{ I) An offence committed under this Act shall be tried in a Court of
competent jurisdiction in the State in which the offence is committed, or the Federal
Capital Territory, A9uja.· >
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(2) without prejudice to section 26(8) of this Act, prosecution urider this Act
shall be undertaken by -

(a) the Attorney-General of the State in which the offence is committed or by a
legal officer in the Ministry of Justice of that State; or

(b) the Attorney-General of the Federation or by a legal officer in the Federal
Ministry of Justice, if the offence is committed in the Federal Capital Territory.
Ab~a. .

Inspection of. 159.-(1) An order for an inspection ofapallingdocument oraninspc<:Ckll'dl
documents. a document or any other packet in the custody of the ChiefN~onal CpJlJ.lllis&ioneror

any other officer of the Commission may be made by the Election Tribunal Or the Court
if it is satisfied that the order required is for the nurpose of instituting or maintaining an
election petition.

(2) A document other than a document referred to in .Subsection (I) of this
section relating to an election and which is retained by the Chief National Electoral
Commissioner or any other officer of the Commission in accordance with'this section
shall be open for inspection on an order made by the Election Tribunal or a Court in
exercise of its powers to compel the production of documents in legal proceedings but
shall no otherwise be open for inspection.

160.-{ I) The Chief National Electoral Commissioner or any other officer of the
Commission authorised by him shall retain for twenty-four months all documents
relating to an election forwarded to him or her in accordance with the provisions of this
Act and shall then unless;
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(a) otherwise ordered by the Election Tribunal or the Court, as the case may
~;or . •

(b) he or she is aware that legal proceedings are pending in respect of the
election, cause them to be transferred to the National Archives for preservation.

(2) A document other than a document referred to in Subsection (I) of this
section relating to an election and which is retained by the Chief National Electoral
Commissioner or any other officer of the Commission in accordance with this section
shall be open for inspection on an order made by the election Tribunal or a Court.in
exercise of its powers to compel the production of documents in legal proceedings, but
shall not otherwise be open for inspection.

161.' Without prejudice to the other provisions ofthis Act, the Commission may
delegate any of its powers and functions to any National Electoral Commissioner,
Resident Electoral Commissioner, Electoral Officer, any other officer ofthe Commission
or any other officer appointed underthe provisions of this Act subject to any conditions
or limitations which it may consider necessary or expedient to impose and no such
delegation shall be construed to limit the right of the Commission to exercise such
power, itself.

162. The Commission may, subject to the provisions of this Act, issue regulations,
guidelines, or manuals for the purpose of giving effect to the provisions of this Act.
and for th~ due administration thereof.
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163. Notwithstanding any defect or error in any notice, fonn or document made Validation .
.or given or other 'things whatsoever done in pursuance of the provisions of this Act
or rules made thereunder such notice, form or document, is hereby validated with
effect from the date on which it was made, give or done respectively.

164.--( I) In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires _ Interpretation.

"appointment" includes appointment to an office, confirmation of appointment,
promotion or transfer;

"Association" means any body or persons (corporate or incorporate) who agree to
act together for any common purpose and includes an association formed for any
ethnic, social, cultural, occupational or religious purpose.

"Attorney-General of the Federation "means the Chief Law Officer of the Federation

"authority" includes government or government agency;
"Chief Electoral Commissioner" means the Chairman of Independent National

Electoral CotnmissiOll ; .
"Civil Service" means service of the Federation, State or Local Government in a civil

capacity as staff of the Federal, State, or Local Government assigned with the
responsibility of any businessof the Govemment ;

"Clerk" means the Clerk of the National Assembly, Clerk of the State House of
Assembly, and the-Clerk of the Legislative House of the Local-Government or Area
Council or any person acting in that capacity ;

"Commission" means the Independent National Electoral Commission established
by the Constitution ;

"Constitution" means the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999;
"Decision" means in relation to court or tribunal, any determination of the that

Court or tribunal and includes a judgement, decree, conviction;' sentence, order or
recommendation ;

"Electoral Officer" means a staff of the Commission who is the head of the
Commission's office at a Local government Area or Area Council level ;

"Federation" means the Federal Republic of Nigeria ;
"Function" includes power and duty ;
"General Election "means an election held in the Federation at large and at all levels;

a regularly recurring election to sel~ct offices to serve after the expiration of the full
terms of their predecessors ;

"Government" includes the Government of the Federation, of a State or of a Local
Government Area or Area Council, or any person or organ exercising power or authority
on its behalf;

"House or Legislative House" means the House of Assembly ofa State, the House
of Representatives or the Senate and includes the Legislative House of a Local
Government Area or Area Council ;
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"Leader(s) of an association" means every person holding an executive position in
that association, including in particular, the Chairman, Secretary or Treasurer of the
association and every member of its committee of management, however described ;

"Leader(s) ofa Political Party" means every person holding an executive position in
that Political Party, including in particular, the Chairman, Secretary or Treasurer ofthe
Political Party and every member ofitscommiitee of management, however described

"Legal Incapacity" means a person disqualified under the Constitution orthe present
Act or any other Law, Rules and Regulations from registering as a voter or from
contesting elections ;

"Local Government" means Local Government or Area Councils recognized and
existing by virtue of section 3(6) of the 1999 Constitution and set out in Pal1s I lII1d D of
the First Schedule thereof and any additional Local Government or Area Councils
Provided forby an Act of the National Assembly in accordance with Section 8(S)of1he
Constitution ;

"National Assembly" means the Senate and the House of Representatives ;
"Newly registered Political Party" means a registered political party that has not yet

participated in any Federal and State Election.
"Offensive weapon or missiles" includes any cannon, gun, riffle, carbine, machine

gun, cap-gun, flint-lock gun, revolver, pistol, air gun, air pistol, or other firearms (whether
whole or in detached pieces), bow and arrow, spear, cutlass, machete, knife, dagger,
cudgel, or any piece of wood, metal, bottle, or stone, acid, corrosive powder, irritating
pressurized gaseous liquid;

"Office" or "Public Office" means any ofthe offices the occupation to which is by
election or appointment under this Act;

"Petition" means an election petition under this Act;
"Political Party" includes any association of persons whose activities include

canvassing for votes in support of a candidate for election under this Act and registered
by the Commission;

"Polling Station" means the place, enclosure, booth, shade or house at which
voting takes place under this ~ct and includes polling unit;

"Power" includes function and duty ;
"President" means the President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria ;
"Registrar" includes Chief Registrar, Deputy Chief Registrar and Registrar of other

grades of the Supreme Court, Court of Appeal, Federal High Court and the High Court
ofa State;

"Registration Officer" includes supervisory assistant registration officer and
assistant registration officer ;

"Resident Electoral Commissioner" means the Commissioner deployed for the time
being to a State;

"Return" means the declaration by a Returning Officer ofa candidate in an election

•

..
•
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under this Act as being the winner of the election ;
"School Certificate or itseqt.li~ent" means the following that is:

(a) a Secondary School Certificate or its equivalent or Grade II Teachers'
Certifice'e, the City and Guilds Certificate ; or

(b) education up to Secondary School Certificate; or
(c) Primary Six School Leaving Certificate or its equivalent; and

(i) service in the public or private sector of the Federation in any capacity
acceptable to the Commission for a minimum of 10years; and

(ii) attendance at course and training in such institutions as may be acceptable
to the Commission for periods totaling up to a minimum of I year ; and

(iiI) the ability to read, write, understand and communicate in the English
Language to the satisfaction of the Commission ; and
(d) any other qualification acceptable by the Commission;

"Secret Society" includes any association, group or body of persons (whether
registered or not)-

(a) that uses secret sign, oaths, rites or symbols and which is formed to promote
a cause, the purpose or pert of tile purposes of which is to foster the interest of its
members and to aid one another under any circumstances without due regard to
merit, fairplay or justice to the detriment of the le~interest of those who are
not members ;

(b) the membership of which is incompatible with the function or dignity of any
public office under this Act or any other enactmentand whose members are SWOIll

to .observe oaths of secrecy ; or
(c) the activities which are not known to the public at large ;and
(d) the names ofwh~ members are kept secret; and
(e) whose meetings and other activities are held in secret;

"State" when used otherwise than imreferenceto one of the component parts of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria shall include government of a State ;

"State Commission~ means State Independent Electoral Commission established
by Section 197 of the COnstitution.

All references in this Act to a State in the ~ederation shall, where appropriate, be
deemed to include references to the Federal CapiUilTerritory.

165. The E1ectora1Act ofl982 is hereby repealed.

166. This Actmay be cited as theElectorlll Act 200 1.

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

This Bill seeks to regulate the conduct of Federal, State and Local Government
Elections and also provide penalties accordingly.

Repealof
electoral Act
1982.
Citation.
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FIRST SCHEDULE
Section 152

\PROCEDt.m.EFOR ELECTION PETmONS

1.-(1) At the time of presenting an election petition, the petitioner shall give
security for all costs which may become payable by him to a witness summoned on his
behalf or to 11 respondent.

(2) The Security shall be of such amount not less than N5,000.00 as the Tribunal
or Court may order and shall be given by depositing the amount with the Tribunal or
court.

(3) Where two or three persons join in an election petition, a deposit as may be
ordered under Sub-paragraph (2) ofthis paragraph of this Schedule shall be sufficient.

(4) lfno security is given as required by this paragraph, there shall be no further
proceedings on the election petition.

2.-(1) The presentation of an election petition under this Act shall be made by
the petitioner (or petitioners if more than one) in person; or by his Solicitor, if any,
named at the foot of the election petition to the Secretary, and the Secretary shall give
a receipt which may be in Form TF. 002 set out in Schedule 2 to this Act.

(2) The Petitioner shall, at the time of presenting the election petition, deliver to
the Secretary a copy of the election petition for each respondent and ten other copies
to be preserved by the Secretary.

(3) The Secretary shall compare the copies of the election petition received in
accordance with sub-paragraph (2) of this paragraph with the original petition and
shall certify them as true copies of the election petition on being satisfied by the
comparison that they are true copies ofthe election petition.

(4) The petitioner or his Solicitor, as the case may be, shall, at the time of prest;nti·.
the election petition, pay the fees for the service and the publication of the petition, and
for certifying the copies and, in default of the payment, the election petition shall be
deemed not to have been received, unless the Tribunal or Court otherwise orders.

3.-(1) An election petition under this Act shall-

(a) specify the parties interested in the election petition;

(b) specjfy the right of the petitioner to present the election petition;,
(c) state the holding of the election, the scores of the candidates and the person

returned as the winner of the election; and

,(d) state clearly the facts of the election petition and the ground or grounds on
which the petition is based and the relief sought by the petitioner,

(2) The election petition shall be divided into paragraphs each of which shall be
confmed to a distinct issued or major facts of the election petition, and every paragraph
shall be numbered consecutively.

•.,

..•...••••........." ...
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4. Evidence need not to be stated in the election petition, but the Tribunal or Futher
Court may order such further particulars as may be necessary - particulars.

(a) to prevent surprise and unnecessary expense_;

(b) to ensure fair and proper hearing in the same way as in a civil action in the
federal high court; and

(c) on such terms as to costs or otherwise as may be ordered by the Tribunal or
Court .

. 5. For the purpose of service of an election petition on the respondents, the
petitioner shall furnish the Secretary with the address of the respondents' abode or
the address of places where personal service can be effected on the respondents.

6.-( I) On the presentation of an election petition and payment of the requisite
fees, the Secretary shall fortwith -

(a) cause notice, in Form TF. 003 set out in Schedule 2' of this Act, of the
presentation of the -election petition, to served on each of the respondents ;

(b) post on the tribunal notice board a certified copy of the election petition; and

(c) Set aside a certified copy for onward transmission to the person or persons
required by law to adjudicate and determine the election petition.

(2) In the notice ofpresentation of the election petition, the secretary shall state
a time, not being less than five days but not more than seven days after the date of
service of the notice, within which each ofthe.respondents shall enter an appearance
intd~p""t of the election petition.

\ ,
t

(3) The election petition shall further-

(a) conclude with a prayer or prayers, as for instance, thllc~thepetitioner or one
ofthe petitioners be declared validly elected or returned, having polled the highest
number of lawful votes cast at the election or that the election may be declared
nullified as the case may be ; and

(b) be signed by the petitioner or all petitioners orby the Solicitor, ifany, named
at the foot of the election petition.

(4) At the foot of the election petition there shall also be stated an address of the
petitioner for service at which address documents intended for the petitioner may be
left and its occupier.

(5) If an address for service is not stated as specifled in sub-paragraph (4) of this
paragraph, the petition shall be deemed not to have been filed, unless the Tribunal or
Court otherwise orders.

(6) An election petition which does not conform with sub-paragraph (I) of this
paragraph or any provision of that sub-paragraph is defective and may be struck out
by the Tribunal or Court.

(7) The Form TF. 001 set outin Schedule 2 of this Actor one substantially like it,
shall be sufficient for the purpose of this paragraph.

Form TF 001
Schedule 2.

Address of
service.

Action by
Secretary.

Form TF
003.
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Personal
service on
respondents.

Entry of
appearance.

(3) In fixing the time within which the respondents are to enter appearance, the
Secretary shall have regard to -

(a) the necessity for securing a speedy hearing of the election petition ; and
(b) the distance from the Registry or the place of hearing to the address furnished

under sub-paragraph (4) of paragraph 4 of this Schedule.

7.-( I) Subject to Sub-paragraphs (2) and (3) of this paragraph. service on the
respondents -

(a) of the documents mentioned in Sub-paragraph (I) (a) of paragraph 7 of this
Schedule; and

(b) of any other documents required to be served on them before enterin,g
appearance, shall be personal.

(2) Where the petitioner has furnished, under paragraph 6 ofthis Schedule, the
addresses of the places where personal service can be effected on the respondents
and the respondents or any ofthem cannot be found at the place or places the Tribunal
or Court on being satisfied, on an application supported by an affidavit showihg that
all reasonable efforts have been made to effect personal service. may order that service
of any document mentioned in sub-paragraph (I) of this paragraph be effected in any
ways mentioned in the relevant provisions of the Civil Procedure Rules for effecting
substituted service in Civil cases and that service shall be deemed to be equivalent to
person service.

(3) The proceedings under the election petition shall not be vitiated
notwithstanding the fact that -

(a) the respondents or any of them may not have been served personally; or
(b) a document of which substituted service has been effected pursuant to an

order made under sub-paragraph (2) of this paragraph did not reach the respondent,
arid in either case.the proceedings may be heard and continued or determined as if
the respondents or aay of them had been served personally with the document and
shall be valid and effective for all purposes.

8.-(1) Where the respondent intends to oppose the election petition, he shall-

(a) within such time after being served or deemed to be served with the election
petition ; or

(b) where the Secretary has stated a time under sub-paragraph (2) of paragraph 7 of
this Schedule, within such time as is stated by the Secretary, enter an appearance by
filling in the Registry a memorandum of appearance stating that he intends to oppose
the election petition and giving the name and address of the Solicitor, ifany, representing
him or stating that he acts for himself, as the case may be, and, in either case, giving an
address for service at which documents intended for him may be left or served.

(2) Ifan address for service and its occupiers are not stated, the memorandum of
appearance shall be deemed not to have been filed, unless the Tribunal or Court
otherwise orders. .

..



(3) ThemCmotlindum of8ppearineewll'ith ti'/ilY6e as'inForm TP ()()4 set out in
Schedule 2 to this Act shall be-signed by the respOndent or h15 Solicitor. if'any,

(4}Atthe'time:Offijing~ melnonlftdutnofappeaTance. die i-espondent or his
Soi'feitor, as tile case may lle.'Shall-'

" .~,
. (a)jeave a copy of'me memoraedum of~ce for each oftbe other parties to

the election petition and three other copies of the memorandum to be preserved by the
Secretary; and ,,'1.

(b) pay the fees for servieeas inaybeprescribed or directed by the Secretary ;
and in default of the copies being left and the fees being paid at the tirne effiling the
memorandum of IIp,pearance. tile memorandu~ .of llPJlearange shall be deemed not
10 have been flied. unless theTrj~a1 orC;ourt~ryvise orders.

(5) A respondent:who hasa;prelimi!)ary obj~ agaiDst the hearing of the
election petition on ground of law may file a conditional memorandumofapparance.

9.-{ I} Jfithe·respondent doeS'not.tile a memotllndum Ofappellral'lce as required
under paragraph 9 of this Scltedule. a document. itUendedforserviCe' on him may be
posted on the Tribunal notice board and that shall be sufficient notice of service of the
document on the respondent.

. (2) The non-filing of a memorandum of apptarance shall. not baithe respOndent
from defending the election petition if the respondent files his reply to the eleCtion
petition.ilJ fhe ,Re~-wit)tin amsona&le titne;btlt. in IllY.'case, not Jatet than twenty
one (21) days from the receipt of the election petition ..

lILTIte, Secretary shafl.eausecopies ot'then*tnbtandl'im Of:appearance to be
served101t; or its noticefObecgiventothe'otilelf'partfes' to'theeleCfien petition:

·.r~ ," , .' , .: .. /;: ,,-:-,;.. ~fd"; "t ; . <'i " ,- .' ,-,", ':-",
II.~ I) The respondent sij'alf.witflln fourteen (14) days of enterjqg~j~rance

file in the Registry his reply. specifying in it which ofthe!acts alleged in the election
petition' he,adlltit~lindvtllt<:bhedeQjes •.aiuhetting out file faets on which;ite rtlles in
opposition,to the election"potition; . " ,-j

. . (2) Wh~~tfi~n,~~ng~l1t inanel~i,Ol1·l'Otiti~.'compJ~ini,!& o(~ undue return

:~~~::!~:~:'~:;::1:rii~~~~::tlk~r~~:e~':':t~g~:\~;:!
distinctly disprovmgthe claim ofllle'pctitiOMr,: '

.' "<,3)!h~r,~J?lyniay ~iSi~~r,thereapo,?clentortbe ~iC~ ~~nting hUn.
ifany: ....•,',.>.' ';.:,:rc:'" " :,.:,

,. (4) At ,th,llt,i~e (~ffiJing ~~ :~pl)' •.~e I'll~POJl~"~(If,~i,s;~»Fijqr..jf any. shaU
leav~ witht~~ S~c~et~l)'~.opi~ of~e r~IYf~rsCr,v~ ~ :th,.~~ ,parties to the
efectionpetltlonwltli ten extra copies of the reply to be p~servea by the Secretary.
andp~the fees for serVice as maybe Pl'llScribed.ord~ctea'byihe Secretary.
and in default of leaving the required copieS:of'tIie'reply or paying the fees tOr
seryice,t¥ Fq)IY'l!~H~P~!IUldnot to!l!tve&een·fiJe<l. 'unless th~ Tribunal or
Court otherwise orders.

fonn TF 004.
Schedule.

Non-filing of
memorandum
of appear-
ance.

Filing of
repl)',
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reply.
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reply.
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rejected.

Petitioner's
reply.

12, The Secretary shall cause a copy of the reply to be served on each of the
other parties to the election p~tion.

13.-(1) SUbject to sub-paragraph (2) of this paragraph, the provisions of the
Civil Procedure Rules relating to amendment of pleadings shljll apply in relation to,an
election petition or a reply to the election petition asifforthe words "any proceedings"
in 'those provisions there were substituted the words "the election petition or reply"

(2) After the expiry of the time limit~ by-

(a) Section 154 of this Act for presenting the election petition, po amendment
shall be made-

(I) introducing ~yofthe requirements of sub-paragraph 4 of this. Schedule
not contained in the original election petition filed; or

(ii) effecting a substantial' alteration of the ground for, or the prayer in, the
election 'petition; or .

(iii) except anything which may be done under the provisions of sub-
paragraph (3) of this paragraph, effecting a substantial alteration of or addition
to, the statement of facts relied on to support the ground for, AlT sustain the
prayer in the election petition; and
(b) paragraph 12 of the Schedule for filing the reply, no amendment shall be

made-

(i) alleging that the claim of the seat or office by tile petitioner is incorrect or
false,or

(il) except anything which may bedone under the provisions of sub-paragraph
(3) of this paragraph, effecting any substantial alteration in or addition to the
admissions or the denials contained in the original reply tiled, or to the facts set
out in the reply.

14. When a petitioner claims the seat alleging that he had the highest number of
valid votes cast at the ele,ction, the party defending the election or return at the
election shall set out dearly in his reply particulars of the votes, if any, which he
objects to and the reasons for his obJection against .s1Jch votes, showing how he
intends to prove at the hearing that the petitioner is not entitled to succeed.

15.-( I) If a person in his reply to the election raises new issues of facts in
defence ofh is case which the petition has not dealt with, the ·petitioner shall be entitled
to tile in the Rtgistry, within five (S) days from the receipt of the respondent's reply, a
petitioner's reply in answer to the new issues of fact, so however that -

, (a) the petitioner shall not at this stage be entitled to bring in new facts, grounds
or prayers tending to amend or addto the contents of the petition tiled by him ; and

(b) the petitioner's reply does not run counter to the provisions of sub-paragraph
(1) of paragraph 14of this Schedule.

(2) The time limited by sub-paragraph (1) of this paragraph shall not be extended.

'•....
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,16,,.-{I) If a partyin an election ~oll wl~esto h~v~further particullll$ or
other directions of the Tribunaf Of CoUrl;he may, at any timeaftenntry .OfappcarlHlCC.
but nor later than ten days after the filing of the reply. appj)."to the Tribunal or Court
specifying in bis notice of motion the directionfor WhiChhe prays and themotioll
shall, unless the Tribunal or Court otherwise orders. be sefdowil for hearing on the
first available day.

(2)1fa party does not apply as provided in sub-piragraph (I) of this paragraph.
he sh"l be takento.tequire no fUrther particulars or other direCtions ud the J*1Y' Sball
be barred, from so applying after tho oeriod laid down in $ub-partgraph (I) of this
para$raph has lapsed.

(3) Supply of further particulars under this paragraph shall not entitled the partY.
to go beyond the ambit of supplying such further'particulars as have been demanded
by the other party, and embark on undue amendment of, or additions to, his petition: or
reply, contrary to paragraph 14 of this Schedule.

p.t::very eJection petition allan be heard and determined in -an open tribunal
OTCOurt.

18.-( I) Subject to the provisions of'5IJb-paragtaph (2) of this p8{agraph. the,
time and place of the hearing of an election petition shall be fixed by the Tribunal or
Corrt a~~ notice pfthe: time and place of'the hearing, wb~may be. in form Tf.OOS
set, o.~f1nSchedu Ie2 ot this Act, ~haUbe given, by me S~retary at least five days
before the day fixed for the hearing by -

(u) posting the notice on the:Tribunal notice l:!pjlrd; and
, '. .,. .r " ..~'.:' '" .; ~ ',.J

(h) sen,din,ga copy l)fthe!lotjcebY registQ(ed post or through a messenger to -"'-
. • (i) the plllitloner'$~ssfor servlce ; ,

(ii) the respondeii't's~ddresses io~'sgrVi~e,ii8nY ; or

(iil~thc! Resident Electoral Commissioner or the C6ml1!,i~~;p.nas ~l1e~~;
maybe; C' ,I "'0 '

(iv )(2) id,qx,ill~ili~P;l~~ot:.~a,~the Ttibllnal ,PI".Co\lrtsba.ll have due
regard to the proximity to and accessibility from the place where the election was

(~held: " .. '., '". .,..,' - :~:,~~" ",HI .> ': \ \---

1 >:'~, , ~': <,' " '.,; . ',',;, ' ,<\ l' "! ' - ; r:i..:I!, "f" .'- .

(9. The R~idel)t ~I~tora,l COl))lIliss,ioneror CqllUlli$ion as the l;~,lJIay:bt
shall.~,~~I~p t~e' r:lOti~~:~f~earing,by fa,~i~gj}i:~py~ Qf. ~b.F"!l>lic~;tobe .disp,laYRllio"
the pl~ce w~icfi wat ~m~d fOfJ,~t;p"e!iy~!)' pC ~~illl\\i9Q, PlIJX!I'sprior tQ ·thil>,
efection'or in some conspicuous place or places within the constituency.but failure to·
do so or any miscarriage of the copy ofnotiee of hearing shall notatTeet the proceedings
if.it-doesnot occasion iJ\justice,agalilst any ofthe'Plrrties totbe election petition.

. , ) ,:;1 ' ",'! - ';.n~*-\: ..;' ;:,

20. The posting of the notice of hearing on the Tribunal notice board s!l,aUbe
.deemed l~d :taken 'to be good 'nolice,land' lt1l!. notice 'shalt nor. be vijiated~y any
, mi.scarriage of the copy'or.copiesoithe notice-lletit1iotsli'arit;to~aragri",\ 19 oftliis
Schedule, ' .' .

Further
particulars or
direction,

Hearing of
petition to be
in open
Tribunal or
Court,

Time .and
place of
hea~ing
petition,

Notice of
hearing,

P,;sting of
notice on
Tri"~Ir.ll •..
l1(ltk:~jIuard
deemed 10 be

good lli'lice. ,
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ChaIrman of
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21.-( I) The l'ribun~ or Court _Y. tom time to time. by other made on the
ajlplication of a perf&'~ •• electioo petitIoc or at the jnaUnce of the Tribunal or Court,
postpone the, b!:gipning' Ofthe.\learf11l tQ 3lIC1I.day .as 1he. Tribunal or Court may
consider appropr.iate. havinsregard at ai, tiDleslo the need for speedy conclusion of
th~ hearing of the election petQion.r , . "

(2) A COP}' of the order shall be sent by the Secretary by registered post or
messe~gcl' to th~ Electoral Officer or the Resident Electoral Commissioner or ·the
Commission who shall publish the order in the manner provided ioparagraph 20 of this
Schedule for publishing tIU: notice ofhear.il!& but failure 00 the partofthe Electoral
Officer or Resident Electoral Commissioner or the Commission to publish the copy of
the order of postponement shall not affect the proceedings in any manner whatsoever.

(3) The Secretary shall post or cause to be posted on the tribunal notice board a
copy of the order.

(4) Where the Tribunal or Court gives an order of postponement at its own
instance a copy of the order shall be sent for service. if any, given by the respondents
or any of them.

(~) The provisions of paragraph 21of this Schedule shall apply to an order or a
notice of postponement as they dotoJAe notice Qfhearing.

22. If the Chairman of the Tribunal or Presiding Justice of the Court has not
arrived at the appointed time for the hearing or at the time to which the hearing has
been postponed. the hearing shall be by reason of that fact stand adjourned to the
following day and so from day to day. .

23.--(1) No formal adjournment Qfthe Tribunal or Court for the hearing an
election petition shall be necessary. but tile hearing shall'be deemed adjourned and
may be continued from day to day until the hearing jsconcluded unless the Tribunal
or Court otherwise directs as the circumstances may dictate.

(2) If the Chairman of the Tribunal or the Presiding Justice of the Court who
begins the hearing of an el~ion petition is disabled b)t illness or otherwise. the
hearing may be recommended and concluded by another Chairman of the Tribunal or
PresidiRll Justice of the COUrtappointe4 by die appropriate authority. :

. -{I) After the hearing ~fan election petition has begun. if the inquiry
cannot be continued on the ensuring day or. if that day is a Sunday or a Public holiday,
on the day following the saine, the hearing shall not be adjourned sine d~ebut to a
defmite day to be announced before the rising of the Tribunal. or Court lI!id notice.of
the day to which the hearing is adjOUi'ncdshall fortWith be posted by the Secretary on
the notice board.

(2) n.~bearing may be COIltinued on aSlturday or a on a public.holiday if
circumstances dictate.

2s'-(1) All interlocutory questions and matters may be heard and disposed of
by the Chairman of the Tribunal or the.Presiding Justice of the Court who shall have
control over the proceedings as a Judge in the federal High Court.



,.oc ,. ,"

,,(2)AfWr1he•••• ofdIeeleclCkMgdlanlt~'ffth.'Tribi!hil6fcourt
~whichIt.WlIllhetttdhaspreparedftl~bat ••• a.lrmiiiOrtti8~t;~~~~.~==:,J~~~t'~:t:=..
'Mille Tribuna". COun·lIlId "member shall c~ty thedecision ofthe1r~~
CoIut 10thoIlesldlfttEIectGnIeomm.Ionor, orto••••Commilalon.

~~.~~~~~t~.~I~~~:~~
~' .w•• ~icPy returnccIor elald, or wlHllberthe election was void, and shall
~"""'iaIdaa ••• RlIliIOItt~C04_·,oner«theCommlsslon.

(2)'Ir~ 1'ri~ orCOurt~ ~~thctleqion is iDva~~ ~.
sUbjectto'~159 o(thitAct~ ••••• ·iID.ppMl1IDd die 8ppeatfiils, new
elelltlelt"l~heJdby""~

(3)•••• new.~lItQ'helchlbder the .,rovl.ionJ 9ftbb~
die Comml.1on lIhaIllppOilat~"" fOrdieelection whlchsludl not be later than 3
•••• _ •••••• of •• dl ••~. '

,27.:..4(I)Alttlicdoapedtionlbllt riot bewlthdiM ~iihout~ot't¥te'r~l
~~,:':i:'-:Y'.'--'-'~':;--'" '," , __._...' -'';~;.;:_.~_'}:'"- ',:,.-~~r .. , ..•• ;"j':~~":'::,.: .. ....

" (2) Whenl the peti~ arem()letluu10ncno ~ppl~ll!i for 'eI,lv"to wiJhdraw
.~c~ion ~itlon$hallbC iii_ eXtept wiffi'dlecoit~ or'ill the ~oDers.

>-:-i".-:.--;~"'::""': -_'<"-:-';::'--,:-.- ":)""1;;,", .. :, ''''-.,.-' ':' -,-;;;:;"-~-': '.' ,:"" '" '.
. , (3)ThC appJicatioR(or leaVetowlthdraw an electioft"I be made by motion in

FoinI TF;OO6setout in SchedUle2 of thisAct lllter-notlCe' Of'~'applicationhas been
given to the respondents. . . '" ,.' ,

, (4)11ie t*iteofmotion ShlIlIstlliethe~ 0Ii\Vb1i!h 1hem~ to~w
iibllMd, ;~with attldllvlt verit)lmg"the ftiCtS':~cireuons'fc:lI' .cllri-lil,
••••• "Y.pedtIoner« petltionCrsift_~'OfihO~, I"~ "

'.' .:'.'-~ .. ,>_-'- .... ,-; :.: ',;~-v .c,.~.;-.'.',:" 'h/, ·:7rJ~~"::,~f~:·n;::,',;:':·,;·!~: "(5)At the tiIR Offilma'dIe'D.' ormotioDdiepitit~ or ~.u
1elMCl)p1es_ •••• -•••.•••• 0IidIiiIIt ' '"" ," ','

(6) ..,..; .•••••• or'~'" aIIOftlt •••••••• feqa1hlcri~
~at:»f., ••••••_I •••• .,..b •• lWlla.ll•• ~the
~,~~djilec:tedby''' __ iof''_, "

28. Beforethe leaveforwithdra..yaloran electionpedticmisgrari~:ead.'ofthe
~ic:,alOtI,l4:peeltiOllshlll"""~~"'-- '"

" (D)'tel ttie&esto(tfie Cleponentl~~~edge~tJl"Wo ~entbrfertn' ~f
any'klndwhitsOeverhasbcetl m.tl&{imCf '., '" ~i""~ 0;,1.' '.',' .,'

, '(/I) no undertakmg haaj)ecn entered into,in relatiorJto eM withdrawal of me
petitiOll.but if any lawful agreementha,s bt;tmm~1tIt l~ttb«bllwiihdrawal

:!:~]~t:-~i~t:!t:l~ars~=~,~~kethe
. " - -- ' '-", ' " ...:.."., . ',: ,:, -,' . .' :. '~'" '''. ' -

. ;,'f ;

EtTecliif
~lae
of election
PCtil;o~,

Will!4rll\\'lII
abale_nlof
petillu .. ,

Affidavit
epinIl illcpl
tCfllll of
\\iitbd,.wat.
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oPpol/llon 10
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COllnterlNlld
of~llce·of,,~•.

Z9.~If:~e.timo for,!t~.~JftIit ••••. ~tJ)e olection
~_8xeltby.1IaenibuQ;l~ .

'.Q)11iO~, may~ notiCe o(fttO~,fiXed roiih~'heariqi OftliO·ltlotiOD
~1lte'~~ts ~.gost orCIUSO.tO lio.podQnh!l~triblll)ll!notii:c b9vd.~)'
orthe nOiice. .' .

· . .~O.'fthe~~on,~ is.~Jbellllritione.r, $~I.~' ~!lble,to pay
·~ .• to tbo~clenlUr Ill)' o(ttiem unless. the tribun~) .Q[ Court
oth~~.· .

31..--(1) Ita soIepetitioner orthe sutvivot ofsev!'J'lIlpetitionersdiesthen, S\1bject
to S\l~ (2) and (3) of this paragraph, there shall be no further prpceedings on
tJJe dectionp.citmonand the Tribunal orCourt may strike it out ofits cause list

. (2) The death of a petitioner shall not affect his liability for the payment of costs
prevj~)'. ip..c:p,rredin die course of proceedings in respect of the election petition
~or~~.~t. .

(3) WheronotiCe.with copies for each party to the election petition supporte(l
b)'~lIffida~!.t pr~o, 'tVitn~s~stifying to the death. of a sole petitioner or of the

· .urvivot of ~ petitioners. is gi 'en to the Secretary, he shall submit the nQticeto
die Tribuna.QI' court end if the Tribunlll or Court ~ directs, the Secretary shall-'

~Q)~ftotice~fql?:~plll1iC?Sto ~~tiRn;
(b) post or ClIUSC to ~ ~ .J19tice tbOl'el)folltheTribunal notice board ; and

(e) caUse notif;:e.thereofJobe,pubJished incoRspif;:uous.places in the
constituebe)-. in such form as the Tribunal or Court maydirect.

32..~nIfbefore the"elItina0tllDolec,tiOnpetiti()n. arespondent, other than
the ~~I ~.tl\l~~w·Pn$idiltg"Qfficer. gives to thf(J)ibunal
or Court notice iI!~,.~·byIWnOt'.~~~. lbe.Sec~;~Ia.
does not Intend to~ the el~ petition,tlte. ~retaryshall -:-

;;" _ '" _•. >' - . :',,/h :4.'. - _', :~,

(0) serve notice thereofQn iIleatbOl':~,to_.~~qllldl

(b)"'I/If~:tp.~·.~~~~fQn;~'Ui~.tnodce·board.

, .·~).n.O~~ffUe •• bOdilt •• tti··~'foreath·mherpmytOthe
~Iection petition not leu than ,Ix da)'sbe1Of'edl. dllY&Ppoin.ecffodlearing ofthe
~IO\:tir:~~n.

(3) Areapond$lt whohu giv8Dllotice.of'hillintention nonooppost the
· ~ecdon ~ abaH~~()f-'" JlIII1Yaaainstth.ee!ection~tion in any

pro<:eeciinlon.it. but the Jivin. of1he llotifeJ!iall nPt.Qfifseif cause .,t4\cease to
bell ~nden~.

J3.~ltWI!eR.~ ••f-.
(a)the~ijij!tiaa'ep.IY.fbl' l~wlo'wld\dmvan el~lOr!tNltitiOll;or

;,. 't>: -_,"'" -,,···,"·:}~;Jl·-'-"·:_~ ,,-.'< -';--. ','.- > ""',-'
(6) the.deatb of1he 1010 petitiaMror the survivor of several petitioners ;.or



. ,

o.

.~t;) t1ie~~,~,~Qll:~.~~.aJ~~.~J"~iV'"~:~:~~IlJ.~f'~·,a~s~·'t'~=

. .~.,".".' .' /_': ~~;.'~·<;'._\~'<i..:>::,:-;.:.<~":J:'"~.,:,,:,:,:,..;~." ,~",,,~: ..~,_1,;_:,: ..:,_:._,,,:.

'(2) 'The.A;ountermandshallbe~m •••• _ •• t;_."'~"
~ ;tb~,notjt1eo("llWi~g·

34;.Wh_lhe·responalit.llltlcJl.••• _llPP' ••••••••• 'Ilot!ftIcid his
.repIy"'itk~lltept••••••• ~ •••.••••• a••~CltCclUd_1Iave
allowed. or has given notice thatne dciesnot~ tit~: •••••• thaif---

,(a}there rerrtainsn01lrol'e1nin ontotlW Ciia:cIlcIla4D'tM'~ Who w•• not
retUrned' ;6't .' '.. - .

(b) the olectionpetltion contains no pl'I)W for adetenillnatioit tIlaftbeelection
was VOM;« . .

(4~a~t1~f~,~~~~~ID.~e~~l?I~b.f#ttho,..Y, if
ariy,9rsta~i·i~'any~Ot~ •• ~ilt1~41'~~por ~
i1ppel!ririgonp..oof'of'which ~tought to be cIctarD1iaIJd thaltthe~"· ~;
or

(",the electl~petiti~-18' one compWt!Ja(ot uDd'u. ret\lnrJ!lClolalJQlriathe
se.atj)t' oft\ce for tie. c:a.'I-~~-rotl'I:rQdlft(\ ••••••• i·blsnot

.ralsed8l\yfOhJlatOr~·tlbjec:tlo6t~lIIiYord\eWfet •.•1ted0d">'•• ·~ •
.du!TribuhalorC08rt.nIlY;itit~.1lt.~the~Clli1bO'eJection
petition ~ ~earin&ev~'.r·_llte\lidinr.e.i ailctfilllajc-. the
proceedil\.shatJ·bctOOlltf~~d~'" QII_ .•~orotherwise as

.·tllO·Tribunall)l'.CoQrt",ay4Mtll-" •• lP)'forlhet\1llan4~:<\ctel1nill8tionof
~ e1ec;tio.apltiticMl.' . . , .

JS.-;-(t)'Ttie~ payable on-1M •••••• of_elel:tiOil pOtltiod~ tlOt be Fees.
leal than "1,100.00.

(:i)Ahe8rinafeeSltlJl be~Ie.~thf •••••• Itdie'rW()fflMOper etayof
the h.¢aring bUUlotexceedlnltl2OOOta.an: bat •• 't'riIluMIor Coutt'maydirect a
ditTcrent,rceto bechlirged forally.dayoftht~ .

(3)P"rthe Pilrposeoh~h(2) oftllis·~;~petitioncrs shall
make a lIe'positof not less than ~OO at thetiJft~ot'Pf*lItinghis petition.

(4) Subject to the provlsloilSof this paragraph,the fccs-payablein conllectlon
with 81\ elcetionpetitlon shall beat the rate prescribed for clvilproc:oedings In the
Federal HighCourt. .

(5) No fees shall be payable by the AtComey..Qeneralof~F.,denltion(acting
in pe.llQn or through any othl'1' Iegalo.,.ccr) orb)' a respondent who .was the,
Com", issjon()f any of its pffiem 8pp()1n~ pUJ5~t to ~e provisions of tt,.is. Act.

(6) No fees shat!be payable for thelummonifta ofwitneuenulftmol\ect by the
Tribunal or Court at its own inSWlce.

~of
TrtIilaIIlII or
Court If 110
reply:
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Allocalion of
costs,

Return of
security,

Payment of
costs out of
security,

36.-{J) AU costs, charges and,expensesof~~~cidental to the presentation
of an election petition and to ~p,l'OCeedinp C9I1seqJl~t thereon. with the exception
of such as:,!" otherwisl! provided for~$h~lIbe 4~ 'by the parties to the election
petition in such manner and in such proportions as the Tribunal or Court mllY
deteriD~, regard beiitg had to ~. .. ': ,,', . '

(a) the disallowance of any costs, charges or.expenses, whicli may in the opinion
of the 'Tribunal or Court. ha~, beenca~d by ,vexatious conduct, unfounded
a1leg~On or un~oUnded objectiOn on Ibo'l*tofthe Ptitftioner or of the respondent,'
85 the case may be ; an<I' ,

(b) th~dJscouragement of any needl~ expenses by throwing·theburden of
defraying the expenses op the party by whom it has been caused; whether that
Part)' is or is not on the, whole successful. ,

(2) Where the tribunal or Court declare an election to be void, it may, if satisfied
that the invalidity was due eitherwbolly or,in partto1he culpable default ofan officer
responsible for .the conduct oftbe eJection in the performance of his duties imposed
by this Act, order that the whole Or part of the Cost awarded to the successful
petitioner be paid by that officer.

J7, Money deposited as ~ecurity shall; when no longer needed as ,security for
costs; charges or expenses, be,retumedto4he pclJ'SOD in whose nweit deposited or
to the person elltitledto receive it by order~ftheTribunal or Court which may be
made on motion llfternoticeand 'proof that all jfIst'clsiillshave been satisfied or
otherwise sufficiently provided for as the TriblinaforCourt may requite .

.38.-(1) T1t~Tribunal orcourttnai~~~'~~Il~on made by a person to whom
any costs, charges of expenses is 'payable, or4edt to'tie paid o"t '1fadeposit made to
secure it, after notice to the party by or on whose behalf the deposit was made,
requiring him to file a statement wltJdn' a specified time whether he opposes the
application and the ground of his opposhion. ' '.

(2) Where a dispute arises' on an application under sub-paragraph (I) of th is
paragraph, the Tribunal or eolirtshaU afford eVllr)tperson affc.t.eliby the dispute an
opportunity of being heard and shilll niake'sucb order 'there on as itmaydeem fit.

..

, .
(3) A person shall be deemed to have been afforded the opportunity of being

heard if notice of the appl)inted time for the inquiry into the dispute was given to him;
though the person may not have beenp.l'lsent at the making of the inquiry.

" - .-' "-,,,., .

(~) A notice to be given to 'II person under this paragraph may be given by the
Secretary handing him the notice or sending ittohim by registered letter;

(a) Inthe case ora party, at tbe'addr.ess. forservlce ;

,(6)lnthebas~ o(an,aepneation(~rpaymen(!lt the address given in his
application, so however, tha(ihe provisions of this sub-patagtaph shall not Prelude
the giving of notice in any,othermanner in which notice may be given or which
may be authorized by the Tribunal or Court. '
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(5) Execution may be leViedunder an order for paym_made.bytbo'Tribunal 01'
Court under this paragraph in the same manner ,and to the lIIDe eXtent as execution
may be levied under judgmentfot the payment oflnODey.

39.:-<I)On the hearingofan election petitjOll..theTn~ '1I'Ccurtmay8UllUllClll CIIUIII of
a person as a witness who appears to the Tribunal 01' Court tcihave been COncerned wilneu.
in the election. '

(2) The Tribunal or eo.,rt may eJtamine awitnllSS JO summOQeCi 01' lilY other
person india. Tribunal 01' Court although tlaewitness or penon, is _ Q\lecl ancI
eximined by a party to the election petition, and thereafter he may be ~ined
by or on behalf of the petitioner and the respondent

(3) The expenses of a witness called by the TribunaI«Court at its own instance
shall, ul)less the Tribunal or Court otherw~ orden, be deemed to be e08CI of the
election petition and may" if the Tribunal or Court ,80 cIirec1B.be paid in the first
instance by the Secretary in the same way as State witness' expenses and rec:overed
in such manner as the TnDunalor Court may direct.

(4) Where the Tribunal or Court summons a persOO as a witness under this
paragraph, the provisions otthe Civil Procedure Rules relating to ~ expenses,of
persons ordered to attend a hearing sltall apply as if they were part oftltis paragraph.

(5) The Tribunal or Court shall-

(u) In making and carrying into effect an order for the production and inspection
of documents used in the election ; and

(b) In the examination orany witness who produces or will produce a document,
ensure that the way in which the vote of a particular person has been given shall
not be disclosed.

40.-41) A person called as a witness in a proceeding in the Tribunal or Court Prlvllellesof
shall not be,excused from answering a question relating to an offence or connected a witness.
with an election on the grounds that the·answer thereto may incriminate or tend to
incrim illate hint, or on the ground or privilege.

(2) A witness who answer trul~ all questions which he is required by the Tribunal
or Court to answer shall be entitled to receive a certificate of indemnity under the
hand of the Chairman orthe Tribunal or Presiding Justice of the Court stating that the
witness has so answered.

(3) An answer by a person to a question before the Tribunal or Court shall not,
except in the case ofa criminal proceeding for perjury in respect of the answer, be
admissible in any proceeding. civil or criminal, ill evidence against him. .

(4) When a person has received a certificate of indemnity in relation to an
election and legal proceedings are at any time brought against him for an offence
against the provisions ofthis Act, committed by him prior to the date of the certificate
at or in relation to that election, the Tribunal or Court having cognizance of the case
shall. on proof of the certificate, stay the proceeding, and may. at its discretion, award
to that person such costs as he may have been put to in the proceeding.
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Evidence by
respondent.

Enlargement
and abridge-
ment of time.

Service 0'
notice.

41. At the hearing of an election petition complaining of an undue retum and
claiming the seat or office fora petitioner, the respondent may, subject to thc.provisions
of the sub-paragraph (2) ofparagrapQ 12of this SChedule, give evidence to prove that
the election of the petitioner was undue in the same manner as ifbe were the person
presenting the election petition complaining of the election.

42.-{t) The Tribuna\.or Court shall bave power, subject to the provisions of
.section 154 of this Act and paragrapb 14 of this Schedule,toenJarge time for doing
any act or taking any proceedin8s.on·SI1~terins.(ifany)asthe)UItice of the case
may require except otherwise provided by any other provision of this Schedule.

(2) An enlargement of time may be ordered although die application for-tae
enlargement is not made until after the expiration of the time appointed or allowed.

(3) When the time for delivering a pleading or document of filing any affidavit,
answer or document, or doing anything or act is or has been fixed or limited by any of
the sections, paragraphs or rules under or in pursuance of this Act or by a direction or
an order of the Tribunal or Court, the costs of an application to extend the time, where
allowed or of an order made there on shall be borne by the party making the application
unless the Tribunal or Court otherwise ordets.

(4) Every application for enlargement or abridgement of time shall be supported
by affidavit.

(5) An application for abridgement of time may be ex parte, but the Tribunal or
Court may require notice of the application to be given to the other parties to the
election petition.

(6) An application f()renlargement of time shall be made by motion after notice to
the other party to the election petition but the Tribunal or Court may, for good cause
shown by affidavit or otherwise, dispense with the notice.

(7) A copy of an order made for enlargement or abridgement of time shan be filed
or delivered together with any document filed or delivered by virtue of the order.

43.'-{I) Where a summons, notice or document, other than a notice or document
mentioned in sub-paragraph 1of paragraph 7 of this Schedule, is required to be servea
on a person for a purpose eonnected with an election petition, it may be served by
delivering it to the person or by leaving it at his last known place of abode in the
constituency with any person there found who is a resident ofthe abode and appears
to be 18 years of age or more.

(2) After a party has given an address for service is shall be sufficient if, in lieu
of serving him personally with a document intended for him, the document is served-

(a) on the person appearing on the paper last filed on his behalf as his Solicitor
wherever the person may be found or, if the person is not found at his office, on the
clerk. there apparently in charge; or

(b) on the person named as occupier in his address for service wherever the
person may be found or, if the person is not found at the address, on -
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(i) the person there 'found apparently in charge, if suc!\address-ig<a place or
"busineSs. or ,

(it)a,person,'other tlmt adlmlestic servant, there fOOSldwjto,i$a residen~ of
tile a4dt"esSallQ' a~'tQbe' 1.8yeafs. of. or more.

J~3) A partym'ay change 4'lis address for service by ,givingnotk:e of his new
.: addf\'lSstor service and.iu«c;upilll'i t;OtheiSecretary artd,_JiaOh paIo/ to .the .d~jon

pention, bitt, uRtiI-.ootioois'rectived by tIte SeGMary, bisohliddRlssJ«1M5V~$hal\
'c'<nrtinvl:'t(tbe:ilis;~for servree:"-',· s , ", . ,,"

."
(4) Where service by one of the modes specified in this paragraph has p~~ed

impracticable,tIle Tribunal or Court may, on being satisfied, on an application supported
by an affida\l'itMtowing ~hliS~' d<ine','thaialll'e8!loiYab1e eftOI'tSliave I'Ieen
madeto:'effectsilrV~ i," '

(~) orde~ thatservi~l' be effected in anv oftlu: WaYS mentiolledintb,corovislons
of the Civil Ptocedu~ rules relating to substitUted serVk:e which servr~e shall be
suffiCient; or ' ,

(b}dispense wIth servie~ or\l91j~;~th~ Tnopn,tll or'Courtdeem,$rrt.

44. Wheretwo«morecandidllcsl1lllYbemade,respoll<lcl1atothe-.-.pelidon
and their case may, but for~llpu~ (inclqding the takingof.security) tl!e election
petition shall be deemed to be) separate petition against each of the respondents.'.. - .,- .. -.~., " ,"-. -:'" "~". '.. "~.-' .. :'j.:':"~."'~ ...'

4$. Where two or more petitions are presented in relation to the same election or
retiirn.iall the petitions 'shall M :cdnsoiK!ated','considered and be dealt with as one
petition unlesstheTrlbunalot'CouttiStla/(ootherwise,diJect il\'«derto do jUllti~ or an
objection in line against-one Or mOfe'of the petitions bas been upheld ~ tile Trib!lnal
or Court,

46:-'41)' Where an electiorrpetition -com'plainSof·the~,~r IlJ Elodoral
Off'tCilr,1l'PreSldingOfficer; RetumingOfficeio~o8lrilJ:gf'tho~ he
shall for all purposes be deemed to be a respondent andjoined in tho oIectieo1lO*ltion
as, anecessal)' party, but an E lect~ral Officer, 8PresidD.tgoft,icer I ,~~in~ Officer or

.,an~ ~ther ()fficiaL?f:tlll!~()rrmi~sipn;sh,ahnot ~.~ I,~to' ~rme'~~JlPQs,iR,$ the
peutlOt' exc:~t)~·\t,h~h~ wnnen con~flIt :()f*~,1~~~y~qet:tetaI~rtbe Feder8tton.

(2) Ifcoriscmt i&with'tietdliytheAlId1\~uiidlt ~1Mll'll"',h«n of
;'this PlIragraphtheGo¥emfl1ent'Ofthe FodaatioIf ••••• mDifythe E\ectorIlOfficer,

0,' f'fesidingOfftee,;Retumiiig:OtrlCor,OllS&l1:lrotl*oftkiIlofthc~qainat
any costs which may be awarded.agaiut him by the TribuDatorColirtilt~orthe

elecH9n pe?tl~n"" !l; ~ ,.

(3) Where theComt:nilsi~lI\tilec:lmi~aProsidinlOftJMr.R$min8
'Officer jM\any Other oftlcial <lfthe Commis.1iilil hadlllnJgiDeclaa .~in lm"

election petition, a LegamftlcerofchoOommission or lll.epil'ftl:titioricr cmaeaed by
the Commission. or the Attorney-General of the State concemod(acting in person or
through any of his Legal Officers). or the A~mey-G~neral of the Federation (acting in
person or through any of his Legal Officers) shall represent the Commission Electoral

:rwo or more
candidates IS
respondents.

Consolidation
of petitions.

Electoral
officer, etc"
lIS
respondent.
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Duplicate of
O"'.umcnls.

Non-
compli __
with niles.
etc.

Appllcalion
oInilaol
COUrt.

pt•••••
~n.iIJj.o'.
Counol .
ApjIcII _ tM
~
Court.

otr~,PresidingOft1cer. RetummgOfticer°or.oftkial of the Commission althe
Tribunal or Court.' -

(4) A private Legal Prac:titioner.engagedbytheCommission under sub-paragraph
(3) of this paragraph shall be entitled to be paid ~isprofessional ree. and a legal officer
so engaged shall be paid such hon~um as may belppl'()Vedbythe Commission.

47. In the absence of exPJeSS provisionin.fbis Schedule, a party filiag any
document or process paper in c:onnecition with ••.•ystep -being taken in the proceedlnp
of an electlonpetitiqn shall, unless the Secretary odIerwise directs, leave with the
Secretary copies of the document or process paper for service on each of the pmies to
the electio,n petition in addition to three copies which the Secretary may preserVe.

48.-"(1) NoiH:cimpliancewith any of the provisions of this SchedUle, orwidl a rule
ofpractIceforthe time being opcnltive, except otheIwise siaIed or implled, shali notreRder
any proceeding void, unless the Tribunal or Court so directs, but the proceeding may be
ad aside wholly or in pin~irregular, oramended, orolherwise dealtwh!, in such manner

and on IlUd1 tams as the Tribunal orCourt may deem fit andjuSt. -

(2) An application to set aside an election petition or a p~in. resultina
there from for irregularity or for being a nullity, shall not be allowed unless made widlln
a reasonable mne arid when the party ntaklngthe application has not taken any frtistt
step In the prpceedings afttr kilowledge of the defect. . .

(3) An application to set aside an eloctionpetition or a proceeding pertaini,..
thereto shall show clearly the legal grounds on which the application. is based •

.(4) An election petition shall not be defeated by an Objection as to form if it is
~ible at the. time the objection is raised to remedy the defect-either by way of
amendment or as may be directed by the Tribunal or Court.

(5) An objection chalJengiagthe regularity or competence ofan eJection petition
shall be heard and determined before any further steps in the· proceedillp if the
objection is brouPt immodiately the defect on the face of thee1ection petitiOn is
IIIJIIiced. .

49. $ubjectto tbeexpress provision of this Act, the prac:tic:e and procedure of
the TdbuaalOr the Courtia reIaIion to aneJectjon petition shall be as IIelII'Iyas possible,
similar to the)lfllCdee and)lnlCleCluNoftheF •.•• Hiah <:oun in the exercise ofbs civil
juiiIdiction.lDdtheCiviI~Ru1esshallapplywitb~hmodi~ •• may
be nec-1IfY to raaderthem appliclble having regri to d!ep;ovisions of this Act, as
lftbe~aaclthe reapoDcIentwererespectively the plaintitTand the defendant in
~ orcIiIlIry.dvil tction.

jO.SUb,jec:ftothe provisiens of this Act, an appeal to the Court o(Appeal or to
me-Supl:emeCourt thall be determined in accordance with the practice and procedure
reiIlil1Jtoappea\lln the Court of Appeal or of the Supreme Court as the case may be

..••••.••. tieing had to the need for urgency on electorallllatters.
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Electoral Act

SECflONA

FORMEC.l Section 8(2)

APPLICATION FOR INCLUSION IN REGISTER OF VOTERS

~gistration Officer,

............................... Constituency , 19 .

I, : .

of , .
apply to be included in the Preliminary List of the Register of Voters for the above
constituency upon the grounds:--'::

1. That I am a citizen of Nigeria;
2. That I am 18 years or above. 18 years of age;
3. That I am now ordinarily resident at .

(here state town or village and if possible the street number if known)

4. And I declare that the above particulars are true to the best of my belief and:-
'(a) that I am not already registered in this or any other Preliminary List or

Register of Voters under the above Act (or I request that my name be now
entered in the appropriate list); or
'(b) that I have already registered, but wish my name transferred to the area of

my new abode. Particulars of my former place of residence are given below:-

Cooe

STATE •••..•.•..•...•.•.••.••••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

LocAL GOVERNMENT AREA ..•....•......................

REGISTRATION AREA ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

REGISTRATION UNIT ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

VOTER'sNUMBER •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

VOTER'sNAME •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

.

)

.,. _ •... ,...•.,. .....•_--_. .. ,.
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APPLICANT'S OTHER PARTICULARS (In Capitals)

5. NAMelNFuLL •••.•...•...•....•.••••••••.•••.••.•.......•......••.•.........•........•••••.•..••.•....
(Family Name First)

6. OccuPAnoN ....•.......•...••••••.......... :: .•....•. '...••..•........••.........•••.•..•••....•....•...

7. AOE ...................•.••.....•..•.....•.•........................•..................................

8. SEXMALE (M) FEMALE (F) ....•......•.............................................................

9. ADDRESS(i. t. HOUSE NUMBER, STREETNAME ORNAME OF VILLAGE OR HAMLET

"Signed , .

or

"Right thumb print impressed in the presence of

witness to thumb print .

Address and occupation of such witness:

........., ~ ,; .

"Cross out whichever is inapplicabte
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SECONDSCHEDULE Section 73

Electoral Act-200/
rQRMOC.2

CLAIM FOR CORRECTION OF OR INSERTION OF NAME IN PitEuMlNAIlY LIST

To the Supervisory Assistant Registration Officer •

..........................................................................WARD

I•.............................................................................•.................. of. ..........•..•...........................................................

hereby declare :

I. That I applied for inclusion in the Supplementary List for the updating Register of Voters for the

above Ward on the 200 and that my particuJarsbave been omitted/inaccurately stated. •

2 I am a citizen of Nigeria.

3. I am 18 years of age or over.

4. I am ordinarily resident at the aht>veaddress or ...••..................•••.........................................................

....•.......................................................................................•....••••...........................................................................
5. I hereby apply for the Supplementary List to becompletedlcorrected accordingly.

6. I declare that the above particulars are true to the best of my belief and that I am not already
registered in this or any Supplementary List dr Register of Voters.

Date Signature or Thumb Print
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Electoral Act 2001

FORMEC.3 Section 1J (2)

OBJECTION TO NAME IN SUPPLEMENTARY LIST

To the SUpeJ"ViSQryAssistant ~gis,tration Officer •....•...••.............Constituency .....•............... 200 .

I•.............; ; of ..•.........................•...................................................................

(Address) .....•......•........................................................

..................... ~ -................•.................................•.... '

whbse name appears in the Supplementary List for the above Ward hereby give notice :

e,
I. That I object to the inclllSiQDin such [istofthe itame of. .....•..........................•....... , .

.................•.................. Whose address is given 85. •••••••••••••••••••" ••.•••••••••••.••••••••••••',••••••••••••••••••••••••.•.••••••••••.....•

............................................... on the following grounds : ,., .

(H~RE INSERT TIlE GROUNDS)

2. I wish to produce the following witnesses •..........................................................................................

Signed .
Registered Voter

Dated this Day of 200 .
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Electoral Act 2001

FORM EC.3A Section 23

NOTIFICATION OF DEATH OF A PERSON NAMED IN nm-REGISTER OF VOTERS

To the Registration Officer,

.............•............................................ COnstituency i••••••••••••20 .,

I•...........................! of.. :..here",

give noticetllat ';..........•... , ;....•..................................................... whose name is on

the Register ofVoters ;........•....i•••••••••••••••,••" •••••••••••~•••;•••••••••••••••••••••••••:••..••••••••••••••••Regist:atiOl;!Centre

as ..............................•...... isdead.

I wish to produce the following evidencelwitness ...•........................................•............................................

Signe1 .

...-t. .• .
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ELECfORAL ACT, 2001 '\"

IN THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ELI'.C'ttON TRIBUNAtJGoVI!ilNOllSHIP'''ND
LEGISLATIVE HOUSES ELECTION TRIBUNAtJCOtJRT'Oi'AP\>EAL

I lou II'N AI .......................•........••....•.•....•.....

Petition No .

The election to the for the Constituency or the office held on the : day

Of..M •••••••••, ••.••.•••••••• " •••••••M •• 20........... '
I > ,'.i

Between' I>

/
A.B .................•.•............•...} Petitioner(s)

C.D }

AND

E.F } Respondent(s)

G.H · 1
" i '

PETITION

The petition of A.B. of.. (orof A.a. and C.D.of.. or as the

case may be) whose names are subscribed.

I. Your petitioner A. B. was a candidate at the above election
or claims to have had a right to contest or be returned at the
above election or was a registertli political partY ,liIId yOUr
petitioner ,(here state in like ni~tberight of
each petitioner) : : : .

••••••••••••• n •••••••••• ~•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••. ~••• ;. •••••••••••••••••••••



A 104 2001 No. 4 Electoral Act

2 And your petitioner (s) state (s) that the election was held on

tbe day of 20 when A.B. (and C.O.) and

E.f. (and G.H.)were candidate (s).

3. And your petitioner (s) state (s) that (here state facts and
grounds on which the petitioner(s) rely .

.....................................................................................................

Therefore your petitioner(s) pray (s)that it may be determined thatthe said E.F. (and G.H.) was (were)
not duly elected (or returned) and thatthe (or his) election was avoid or that the said A.B. (and C.O.)
was (were) elected and ought to have been returned, or the case may be.

Signed A.B .

.............................................................C.O.

Address for service .

The name of my (or our) Solicitor is , .
or I (or we) am (or are) acting formyself(or ourselves)

Sigl1('(' I\.B. Pctitioner(s)

.......................................................................................C.D.

Signed before me this day of .20 .

Secretary



AlectoraJ Act _1 No." A115- I
Paragraph 3 Schedule I

FORMTFOO2

ELECTORAL ACT, 2001

IN THE NA110NAL ASSEMBLY ELECI10N TRlBUNAUGoVERNORSHIP AND

LEGISLATIVE HOUSES ELECllON TRIBUNAUCOURT OF APPEAL

HOI.DEN Ar ., .

Petition No •..••.•••••. ;...••••••••

'Between

........................................................... }

........................................................... }
Petitioner(s)

AND
.: }

........................................................... } Respondent (s)

Received on the day of 200: at1he RegistJy of the Tribunal, a petition touching

the election of ~ asa member of.. .•........................ _ .1to the office of. _..•

...................................... purporting tobesignedby ..................•..............•.........................................................

Dated at this ................•...................... day of. 200 .

Secretary

For Service on:

Petitioner

.1. •••••••••••••••••••• _ •••••••• , ••
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Paragraph Schedule I
FORMTF003

ELECTORAL ACT, 2001

IN THENATIONALASSEMBLYELECTIONTRlBUNAUGovERNORSHIPAND
LEGISLATIVEHOUSESELECTIONTRIBUNAUCOURTOFApPEAL

HOLDENAT .

Petition No .

Between

....................... : Petitioner (s)

and

................................................... Respondent (s)

To Respondent (s) :
NOTICE OF PRESENT ATIONOFPETITION

TAKENOTICEthat a petition, a duplicate whereof is attached hereto. has this day been presented in the
Registry of the Tribunal/Court of Appeal named above and that you arc to enter an appearance in
respect of the petition to the said Registry within days of the dale when this notice was left
at your address set below, or as the Court may direct by order under paragraph 8 (1) of the Schedule
I to this Act, otherwise proceedings on the petition may be continued and determined in default of
your appearance, and any document intended for you may be posted up on the notice hoard, which
shall be sufficient notice thereof.

Dated this day of , 20 .

Secretary

To .



Electoral Act ZOO1 No.4 A Iil7

Paragraph 9 Schedule I

FORMTFOO4

ELEGTORAL ACT, 200 I

IN THE-NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ELECTION TRIBUNAUGOVERNORSIflP AND

LEGISLATIVE HOUSES ELECTION TRWUNAUCOtJRT OF ApPEAL

HOLDEN Ar .

Petition No .

Between

................................................... }

................................................... }

................................................... }

AND

...................... }

...•..................••.•...............••..••• }

Petitioner (s)

I............................ ·····················1 Respondent (s)
I............................................... ··1

To: The Secretary.

MEMORANDlJM OF APPEARANCE

Election Tribunal/Court of Appeal

I'lease enter appearance for : who is

................................................................................•............• '-..........•..;;:•.•.•.•................................. in the above
election petition.

The name and address of his Solicitor are as follows:

Dated this dayof 20 .

For Service on :
Pelilioner:



A108_1 No." Elecloral Aci

Paragraph 19 Schedule I

FORM TF 005

ELECTORAL ACT. 2001

IN 1lIE NA110NAL ASSEMBLY ELECJlON TRIBUNAUGOVERNORSHIP AND

LEOISLATIVE HOUSES ELECTION TRIBUNAIiCouRT OF AI'>PEAL

HOlDEN AT .....•••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Between

................................................... }

.......•...........................•.....; } Petitioner(s)

................................................... }

AND
...........,..........•............................ }

•.................................................. }

...........................................•........ } Respondent (5)

...................... ; }

The petition of. (Petitioiler) of.. : .

(or of. .....................•.................•. of.. .and :- ~ (Petitioners)asthecasemaybe)

whose name (5) are subscribed ..

NOJ1CEOFHEARING

TAKE NonCE tbatthe'above election petitiooWiU be heard at. ••.•••••••••••••••••••OII..••••••••~ ••..••••the da~

of 20 and on such other days as the Court of Appeal may determine.

Dated this ..........•.............. day of ...•............•.............. 20 .

Address for Service :
Petitioner :
·••••'•• .;.•••••••••••••••••• ~•••••• uu ••~_••••••u ••

........................................ ~ .

. Respondent :



,.~
!

ELECTORAL ACf, 2QOl

IN 1HENATJONAt.Assl;MBI.Y~~AJlI)

LEGlSLATlVEH~'~~TOFAPPEAL

HOLDENAT•.•...•.••..•.....••••••..••••••••••

PetitJORNo _ ,..__._.._ __ ..•

Between
........•......... _•.......•......•..........•. ,.}
........................ _ } PetitionCr (5)
............................... _ _ }

AND
........................... _ }
........ ;.•................. _ } Respondent (5)
-...........•..................................•.. }

pate<!ld_ .._ - - _..this.······.,··-··~7 ..~! .,.J..,..••.: ~;.......,....,.-........,. ~~ ",,,.-_.-

for Service on:

.................•...--.--~.-.--....•.-

....•....••••••.•••...•_••._.•.•••.•••••••••~._•..•.••u._ •••n...••..u •...•.•.•.••_

....•.......... _ .....-.._....,.,."',: :....•....•••..••....-~....--.

,,-----------



------~-----'\

Aue_I Ne;4 EiectOl'ai Act

I certil)t, in accordance with Section 2 (\) of the Acts Authentication Act; Cap. 4, Laws of the Federation
of Nigeria 1990, that this is a true copy of the Bill passed by 60th Houses of the National Assembly ..

IBRAHIM SALIM, CON

CIe,.k to the NalionaJ Assembly
5th Day of December, 200\

,,

•



----., <r---~~-~ __ ...- ~~- ~~, ,..---.."-._---.

ELECI'ORAL BILL, 2001

(I) (2) (3) (4) (5)
Dale Date Passed

Short Title of Lorig Title 0/ o/the Bill Summary 0/Conte1l# qf the Bill PQUedby byHOIIIeqf
the Bill Senate Re

Electoral Bill, 2001 An Act to Regulate the conc:\uct This Bill seeks to regulate the conddct of Federal. !kbne.:m.ha: 4th December.
of'Federal, State and Local State and Local Government Elections and also . 2001 2001
Government Elections. imd provide penalties accordingly,
other matters connected ..
therewith.

I certify that this Bill has been carefully compared by me with the decision reached by the NItioaaI Assembly and found bymetobetn1e and
correct decision of the Houses and is in.accordance with the provisions of the Acts AuthentiCation Act CAP. 4 Laws of the FedentioD of Nigeria
1900.

IBRAHIM SALIM, CON
Cleric to the NatiOnaIAuembly

SthDecembir.2001
IAsSENT.

CHIEF Ot.USEOUN 0aASAN19. oCn
President o/the Federal Republic of Niprio

6thDfcember. 2001

•
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