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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

Thursday, 1st July, 1999
The House met at 10,10, a.m.

PRAYERS
(The Deputy Speaker in the Chair)
VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS

The Deputy Speaker: Good morning, hon. Members.
1 have examined and approved the Votes and
Procecdings of Wednesday, 30th June, 1999,

OATHS

The Deputy Speaker: Hon. Members-Elect who have
not taken and subscribed the Qaths should please come
forward.

(No hon. Member moves forward)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Meeting of Standing Committee on
Anti-Corruption, National Ethics and Values

The Deputy Speaker: The Standing Committec on
Anti-Corruption, National Ethics and Values will be
meceting on Thursday, 1st July, 1999 st 230 p.m. in
Committce Room 4, Firsi Floor of the National
Assembly,

House Delegation to Anambra State

Hon, Members, Mr. Speaker has travelled to Awka,
Anambra State, along with some hon. Members in order
to assist in resolving the problem between the Executive
and the Statc Assembly. They will be back in the
evening This is in comtinuation of the House's efforts in
trving fo resolve crises as they occur. We hope that they
will come back with good results as the signs are
ENRCOUrAZING NOW.

Composition of the Rules and Business Commitiee

Hon. Members, 1 have received a letter from the
Rulcs and Business Commitiee written by Hon.
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Musa Elayo who is the Chairman of the Committee and
it reads as follows:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES COMMITTEE ON
RULES AND BUSINESS, INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE CENTRE, NATIONAL ASSEMBLY, P.
M. B. 141, ABUJA, NIGERIA.

1st July, 1999
The Speaker,
House of Representatives,
National Assembly,
Abuja.

PROCEDURE FOR SUBMISSION OF MOTIONS,
BILLS AND AMENDMENTS

At its maiden meeting of the Rules and Business
Committee of the House, held on 30th June, 1999, the
Committee directed me to inform you that it has assumed
its full responsibilities pursuant to Standing Rule No:
91(1) and (2) and other relevant provisions. of the Rules
of the House. The Committee giso resolved that
henceforth all Motions, Bills and Amendments should be
submitted to the Committee's Secretariat Room 6, st
floor, National Assembly Complex between the hours of
.00 a.m and 3.00 p.m. except on Saturdays, Sundays
and Public Holidays.

2. The purpose of this letter therefore, is to request you
to please bring to the notice of all Members of the
House, the content of this letter for compliance.

3. I want to assure you of the Committee's continued
sungportin vour effort to pilot the affairs of this House fo
a successful end.

Hon. Musa Elayo
(Chairman)

NOTICE OF MOTION
Pension Rights for the Legislators

The Deputy Speaker: Hon. Members, there is only
one Motion on Notice on today's Order Paper. The
Motion is standing in the names of Hon. Young-Harry
Adokiye and Hon. Austin Adiele Opara. 1 invite either
of them to move the Motion,

Hon. Jenrade Kareem Adekunle (Egbeda/Ona-Ara):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I want to observe that in
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the Votes and Proceedings of Wednesday, 30th June, Thank you for your kind attention. |
1999, in the last paragraph of Section 5, mry name is not |
correctly written out. 1have corrected this several times Yours sincerely, l
and the correct spelling is JENRADE and not JERENDE. -
(Signed) i
OLUSEGUN OBASANJO :
The Deputy Speaker: Your observation is well taken President, Commander-in-Chief ¢f the
and I will inform the Clerk accordingly. Armed Force s Federal Republic of Nigeria
We have been assured by the P jal Liaison

Leadership of Alliance for Democracy (AD)

The Deputy Speaker: The Alliance for Democracy
(AD) has elected its remaining Principal Officers as
follows: :

Hon. Adedapo C. Fajuru - Deputy Leader
Hon. Abraham Laoshe - Deputy Whip
Letter from the President

The Deputy Speaker: We have received a letter from
the President, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, regarding the
appointment of Special Advisers which reads thus:

June 30, 1999
My Dear Hon. Speaker,

APPOINTMENT OF SPECIAL ADVISERS

Section 131(2) of the 1999 Constitution provided that
the number of Special Advisers to the President and their
remuneration and allowances shall be as prescribed by
law or resolution of the National Assembly. In line with
this provision, I presented 15 nominees to the Senate
which graciously approved the appointment of 12
persons as Special Advisers to the President.

May I also request the honourable House of
Representatives to kindly support the approval of 12
persons so that the Special Advisers can be sworn in at
a later date.

I also seek the approval of remuneration and
allowances of the Special Advisers which should be the
same as those attached fo the Minister of State.
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Officer that they will attach a list of remn)
allowances today. So, this is just for the
hon. Members.

Hon. Appolos E. Amadi (Tkwerre/Em
Speaker, Sir, I think some of these letters
distributed to us so that we can read 2
contents before debating them.

Thank you.

The Deputy Speaker: They will be pgblishe
Votes and Proceedings which will be disg
at our next sitting.

Hon. Chukwuemeka Nwajiuba
Thieteuboma/Obowo).  Point of Cbsp:
Speaker. My Point of Observation is it
letter you have just read which purpoi
support in respect of the decisions taken.
on the Table of the House yet, 5o we are waiting
be placed. 1believe that it should be laid §
the House, unless it is just for the personz
of the Speaker. If we receive this letter g
made available to us, then we will debate; it i
our Constitutional responsibilitics 4
Resolutions which the letter asked for.

I think he is asking for a resolution and
House to put it on the Notice of Motion, s
discuss it when it becomes mature. We
those procedural defects when the time
just 2 matter of observation as I have saig

Thank you.

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you ven{r much.

|
|
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interested in the actual quality of education that the child
is given. Forinstanoe,thisyenrhasbeenlepmadtobe
the worst of the years where almost all the students that
satforthd:SeniorSeomhrySdﬁolEMm(SSSE)
Examination failed and not many are qualified to enter
the University, and yet, we have the greatest provision for
education.

On Education further, I want to sabmit that we should
havcatmgaednﬁmandmﬂquydﬁldwhngm
intormdsociologywbamtheirgmndﬁtmm
shoddcomeoutwithmnbeinganployed We should get
the kind of education and find out how and which arcas
Children, if they go and get education, will come out to
havewmkandgetthemﬁvesmplwed,mdmjust
takinggovemmman;ioym“’csbmklmw
education where we go to Universities and find out how
many students have graduated over the years from a
particular department and have not been able to get
employment and then de-emphasise education or
schooling in such areas. We can then get into technology
andotherarmwheretheiﬁetmtionalmmﬁtyor
where it will be possible for people to have work when
they come out of school.

Mr. Spmker,nnPetrolelm,Iwwldwmthismnny
tode-emphasizerdiameonoﬂmvmuetgeﬂabﬁshing
andhavingadirec&onnfoilaltemaﬁvem Bedore
the l970s,thiscounu-ywasmrvivingwithwtoil,but
when oil came, almost all other sections or sectors of the
econonty became abandoned and concentration is now on
oil. I want us to take note of the fact that there is a lot of
technologimladvancenn:twhaemarecﬁmmingthe
useforSohrEne:gyandothaahermﬁvemgym
and oil may soon become less important. If this becomes
So soon, then Nigeria will have problem of internal
revenue. So, we should find out how other countries like
Japan and other developed Nations who do not have oil
arc sustaining themselves and then we develop such
areas without having so nmuch concentration on oil. ] am
conscious that we have the Ministry of Solid Minerals
and we are developing this area, but to what extent are
we investing in these areas and how well can these arcas
sustain the economy of this country without other
sources?

Mr. Speaker, on the development of the oil
communities in the Niger-Delta, I want to submit that we
shouldhaveﬁ;etypeofdwelopnmnthatdoesnotonly
concentraie on making roads, building schools and
providing electricity, because when oil becomes
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melevam,thmcommmiﬁeswillhewithontanybeneﬁt
andthepeoplewillbewithmtemmlawn With
due apology to Enugu State and some other areas which
income from oil, let us go and look at these communities
now., Fotinstxnce,whchoalbemmemtasimponam
as it used to be, what has happened to those communities
thmreﬁodmle?Mafthemdsmimpamble.

.Umvaﬁﬁestheyhavcinthnseplmmybecome

difficult to go to. We should, for the sake of the
development of the communities in the Niger-Delta and
so on, think of establishing industries that will sustain

- the commmnities after the advent of oil. Concurrently

mmmmwmammmm
those aress, like the int Manufacturing Industry
at Okuiboku and the Aluminium Smelter Plant at kot
Abasi. Those industries are almost dead because when
oil became so important, government refused to invest in
those arcas. I want to piead that the Federal Government
should re-invest in these arcas and take good care of the
communities which are producing the revenue of this
country.

. Finally, Mr. Speaker, [ wish to submiit that there are so
mnynutedmmagmﬁuinthiswunrythtm
doing daplicated fanctions. We have an Anti-Corruption
Bill here, but this corruption has been in existence when
we had MAMSER. It has been with us when we have the
corruption measures when the institutions which are
supposed to orientate Nigerians against corraption are
stilleaminguhﬁes,drivingmhvingdﬁmand
corruption was going on? We have the National Human
Rights Commission and we have now set up a Human
ng!usOommmdmngwhmlmmnnmm
were going on? 1 want to sgbenit that we should review
the existence of these Agencies, rationalise them and in
bodies established by law and he Jjust wake up and
say that he has
scrapped them without passing those things to the
National Assembly to consider and appropriately review
those laws.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.- (Applause)

Hon. Akmnincyene Eno Eye (Abak/Etim Ekpo):
Thank yon, Mr. Speaker. 1 would want to comment on
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the President's speech like others. It touched me when he
mentioned in his speech that this country is dependent on
petroleum, at least, at a reasonable percentage. But it
baffles me that Mr. President never considered the
welfare of the people that produce this petrolcum. He
never talked about what he will do towards developing
the areas and their people. 1 read the speech carefully
and Mr. President never mentioned the security of lives
and property of Nigerians. 1 would wish Mr. President
to assure us that this country must be secured. We know
the stages we have just passed through. Nigerians are
not securcd.

The issue of being led by the military puts us off, but
now that we have a civilian regime, I believe lives and
ptopenyofNiytianswnldbeasmed

On education, one can bear me witness that we even
debated the issue of Nigerian teachers in this august
House,butlwanttostressthatifwewanlsound
education we should take our minds back to how
education faired in the 1960s and in the 1970s. The
primaryeducationsystemwetmvenowisqtﬁtediﬂ'erent
from what we used to have. I remember when I was in
thepﬁmaryschool,myteachetslhredintheschool
compound. Those in primarics five and six were
boarders. I would want to suggest that whatever we do
to education, we should return that system back. Let us
make sure that our teachers are encouraged to live in
school premises. Let the scnior pupils in primaries five
and six live in boarding housc so that they can see
themselves as really studying well. '

Secondty, 1 know that some schools were Missionary
Schoots, like the secondary school I attended (a Catholic
School)butlateron,thcgovemmemxookoverall
schools and the standard of those institutions are not the
same like they were when we were in those schools. Sir,
Iwouldsug@athatschoolsshouldberemmedtothe
Missionaries. No matter the policy we may make, there
miust be some complaints. 1am told some of the teachers
oomplainedthatﬂwydonotpaythemweﬂ,theyrate
them according to how they perform in churches; they do
not employ non-members of those churches and so on.
But I feel that even if they are members of those
churches, they should be atlowed to take care of their
schools.

On corruption and fraud, I thank Mr. President for
mentioning it and 1 appreciate the fact that he has
taken some steps, but I want to warn on time limit. He
hasbeenhme,hehasbeenswomin,andhehasjust

197

{Presidential Address) 0394

submitted to us the Anti-Corruption Bill which we are
going to study for about one or two [Wecks. 1 want to
warn that we are playing with time. 1§ anything is going
to be done towards corruption, plwse, et us do it intime.
The specific areas 1 want to stress is that there are some
construction companies in this coun bry who know that
they do not have any equipment, they cannot do the job
and yet, they collect mobilisation fee$ and abandon the
job. 1 want Mr. President (0 look ik
seriously because it is direcily affec

two companies that were awarded congra
Master Holdings, while the other ong is called Herpell.
1 want to tel you that they have s Tered my people for
the past eight years. They collected mjobi
abandoned those roads, though I am g
passed the Motion yesterday that they would visit
everywhere. I am sure when we get here, you will see
what 1 am talking about. If we|are talking about
corruption and fraud as such we shquid make sure that
any company or individuals that get any amount of
money from government should dothe job the money
they collected is meant for.

On the issue of derivation, in his sgeech. the President
said that people complain about deriy
complain about this and that and hels
Who is being marginalised? And sameone said there is
none, but I want to draw the attentionj of this House to the
publication of the Department of Ra¥ Materials. Inthat
pubtication, it is shown that every $tate in this ‘country
produces minerals. Therefore, if th principle of 13 per
cent derivation is observed, it mear every State would

have 13 per cent of what they prod d: back to their State.

The only problem is that everybodyjis concentrating on
oil. There is gold in this country bu} we have not talked
about it. There is bauxite in this coufitry and we have not
talked about it. We do not know who are the ones
tapping these minerals. Fellow hof. Members, people
are tapping these Solid Minerals g ietly and we do not

know about it. So, I want Mr. P
into the issue of derivation so
benefit.

ebident to reaily look
ht atl States could

With these, I say, thank you very fmuch, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Chimaobi Nwakanma (Isizja Ngwa South): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, it is my observation ghat jast week. most
discussants were allowed two mi to make their
contributions. It appears to me thit same people were
allowed substantial amount of timejand considering that
a lot of Members have not been to make their
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contributions, it might take us another one week or so to
be able to complete it. I suggest that you should reduce
the amount of time as allowed those who spoke last week
of so. '

The Deputy Speaker: Members should please limit
themselves to two minutes only.

Hon. Uduese Essien (Eket/ Onwa/ Esit/Eket Ibeno):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, in examining Mr. President's address,
I would want to first of all commend Mr. President's
courage in tackling most of the issues and the fact that he
had continued to display this courage in his actions since
then.

In the address, Mr. President mentioned reconciliation
in the Nigerian polity. To reconcile means there must
have been some problems. Some people were hurt, they
were cheated or frustrated. This was a period when, I
would say that the government was waging war against
its people. So for us to actually reconcile, there will be
need for the present govermment to sort out those issues
that led to discontentment within the country. So, Mr.
President will firstly have to look to the side of the
distressed people and remove the agony and
discontcntment which had caused the problem within the
fifteen years of military rule. So, what I would wani Mr.
President to do is to rehabilitate and reconstruct all those
rampages of the military during the past fifteen years.

In tackling the problems of the petroleum industry, Mr.
President listed six priority actions that he will take to
revive this sector. Although the probiem of Niger Delta
hasbeenmuchpublic:isedinmepastfewdays,and
almost on a daily basis it appears Mr. President did not
find this serious enough to mention it in his Address.
Rather, he went on to look for actions that would bring
about more production of the petroleum industry. So, if
this was not a deliberate act, let us take it as a serious
omission in the President's Address. I hope the much
publicised solutions to the Niger Delta problems is not
Just a palliative slogan which wiil be tarned into a Jjingle,
played for a while to douse the tension and then forgotten
as usual. The Niger Delta problem is real. As Mr.
Presidentnoticedandpointedmtmoenﬂyinhismwﬁng
with the people, the youths no longer have confidence in
the ability of their elders to propagate, protect and defend
their interests. The youths believe that the elders have
been too docile and complacent in their demands for
improvement in the Niger Delta area. The failure of past
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Governments to redeem their promises of developing the
arca compounded the woes of the elders and further
weakened their authority over the youths.

Mr. President would, therefore, do very well to treat the
Niger Delta issue as a matter. of public importance.
Dutring Mr. President's Address the area where he
appeared uncomfortable with or indecisive, is the area of

. true federalism, maybe the word restructuring sounds

frightful. But there is no running away from ceriain
basic changes in the polity which will make for peace
and progress. We have to re-align our relationship in 3
way that brings minimal conflicts and frustration. No
on¢ would allow ancther person to come into his
ancestral land with equipment and labour hired from
ciscwhere, harvest the crops, sell it and give to the owner
thirteen per cent of the sales proceed. It is unimaginable
and it is unheard of

M. Speaker, Sir, this is what oil bearing communities
arc being asked to do. In the same way, you do not
expect a Policeman from Akwa-Tbom State to go and
maintain law and order in Ondo State. Before they
understandtheterrainofthenewstation, they may
exploit their newness in the area to commit crime before
theygetpostedtoanmherpanoftheommtry. Thus,
there is the need for local Police to serve in their
locality.(Applause). These are some of the changes
which some people who speak big English call

restfructure. We need to reconstruct.
Mr. Speaker, I rest my case there. Thank you.

Hon. Ihana Tony Esu (Ikot Ekpene/Essien Udim Obot
Akara): - Mr. Speaker, Sir, I will take one and a half
minutes. IhavestudiedthePresident'sspeech,everybody
has tatked about what he has said and what he has not
said. I am concerned with the thrust of the President's
speech as it borders on the interest of the common-man.
On page 3 paragraph 4, he said; Whatever money comes
into the coffers of this Nation will be used positively and
sirictly in the interest of the common-man and I believe,
the common-man is the reason for which we are here.
We hope Mr. President is not preaching this common-
man thing as we were used to. We hope be considers
poverty alleviation very scriously because, if you read
Newspapers in the last few days, we have more than 70
mﬂﬁonNzgeﬂansthatareve:ypoorandthem:pﬁon

- index of Nigeria is 1.9. We are the fifth most corrupt
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nation in the world as at today.
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So, if he can fight corruption to get stolen money back
into the government coffers, [ am sure this government
can do a lot for the common-man. All the programmes
that will not affect the lives of the common-man
positively, the FEAP and all other wastages, Mr.
Speaker, should be focused. 1 think, we can change
FEAP to REAP, a Programme you will call Rural
Economy Acceleration Programme (REAP) that will
touch the common-man who is about 30 per cent in the
rural environment. He is 30 per cent in the urban
centres, two per cent in the urban ghettos and the balance
isyouandl. So, Mr. President should consolidate all the
poverty alleviation programmes and make sure that when
we go back home the common-man will have the reason
for sending us to Abuja. (Applause).

The Deputy Speaker: I now call on Hon. B. M. Efobi
to speak.

Hon. Efobi B. M. (Nnewi North/Nnewi South
Ekwusigo): Mr. Speaker, Sir, hon. Members of the House
of Representatives. My names are being mis-pronounced.

Somebody raised this objection. I am protesting

vehemently. My name is Efobi and not Efobi. I have
corrected it but the mistake persists. Please, let this be the
last time. Efobi means, [ will be famous, but Etobi
means, 1 will continue to grow. I will not continue to
grow because, there is time limit for everything.

So,myaspiraﬁonshavebeenmmmredbythemis-
spelling.

The Deputy Speaker: Hon. Member, your point has
been taken, so you can proceed on the speech now.

Hom. B. M. Efobi (Nnewi North/Nnewi South/
Ekwusigo): Thank you, Mr. Speaker. ‘The speech by the
President has been praised by aimost every Member and
I join them in praising it. The probiem is not in the
beauty of the speech or the promises in the speech, the
problem is in implementation. Nothing scems to work in
Nigeria and that is why we have plethora of all types of
bodies as some hon. Members have mentioned. We set
uponeorganisationortheotherwhichdo&smtwork {4
does not work because of human factor or what we call
theMgeﬁanfactor,wedonotdothingsthatwewgblto
do. We leave those things we ought to do and do those
thingsmunghtmntodo;andthatiswhywehave
problems. So, 1 noticed in the President's speech that he
omitted a very vital thing that will help us, that is Divine

intervention.
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We have tried every kind of thipg. We set up
MAMSER, War Against Indiscipling; later on War
Against Indiscipline and Corruption(W AIC). All these
things have not worked. So, we leave igerians to their
maker, GOD to heip remould Nigerians, so that
Nigerians wilt be sorry for themselves, know that Nigeria
belongs 1o them and whatever they d¢ to Nigeria, they
are doing it to themselves. This wi | also make them
know that government is Nigeria or th i Nigerians make
the government. Ifwedonotdothat; these beautiful
promises will end in vain, I

This is the second coming of the Hresident. He had
been there before. Hes'etup(merati Feed the Nation
(OFN) and all those things. We hope th at his stay in the
prison must have changed him so tha) he now starts to
see that what Nigerians need is Spi fu fejuvenation,
not all these political nuances and go i tatks. Spiritual
rejuvenation is what we nced. We should all go back

to our Maker and pray to him to helpius. When there is
that inward change, the change in the inner minds of
Nigerians, you will feel the change. | '

The beautiful thing I like in Mr. Rresident's speech
which T will go straight to, afier : ing for divine
intervention, is privatisation. If ypu arc talking of
democracy without privatisation, we afe not being truc to
ourselves, Privatisation will solve a of the problems
we have. Privatisation brings competion. Q)mnon
bnngSeEﬁmency,emumt ‘Hl.“:
which his marginal productivity is & | est. Youdowhat
you are best in. If we do not bring in Privatisation, then,
we have government establishments § hich are regarded
by the people as their own honey --;‘ where they lick
without contributing. So, get the government off the
back of the people. Get the goveshment away from

The Deputy Speaker: Hon. Efobi,|p case, SUImAarise,
you have two minutes more. You §a e already taken

" more than four minutes, please. f;

-

Honm. Efobi: So, let us go back tol our Maker, divine
intervention, re-orientating our Spirits Valoes andthen
Privatisation, everything will be all i-_u with Nigerians.

_ ! ,
Thank you very much, Mr. Spea (l . (Applause)
I

Hom. Patricia 0. O. Etteh (Ayedage Irewole/Isokan):

Mr. Speaker, Sir, having gone through the President's
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speech,lwilllikctotalkserioustyonmra!developnwm.
I think, the President should please look seriously into
tural lives of our people. This is because if the rural
populace are properly taken care of in terms of
inﬁastmcmresthatarerequiredinthemralams,there
will not be cause for them to feel that there are lots of
things in the city for them to start thinking of coming
ThiswillalsostopthemﬂompolluﬁngtbeCosmopolitan
area. At the same time, it will make them settle down to
lookscriwslyintothethingstbatwemnmllybeneﬁt
from in the rural area like agricultural and food
production. We really need to look into agriculture
seriously to make sure that we have abundant food
supply. For them to really do this, they need to be
properlytakenmreqftoseethaﬂheyhaveallthethings
that will make them produce food abundantly for the
people.

Looking into Agriculture, I think, Nigeria lacks proper
storage facilities compared with other countries. In other
countrics, there is nothing you are looking for there in
terms of food that you do not get all the year round. In
Nigeria, after the season for your production, the prices
will go up which, I think is not good for our nation. And
forthemtohaveallmuhingattheirdisposal,ﬂxey
need good roads. There is no way you can talk about
Agricultare and Rural Development without thinking of
good roads and proper transportation to bring the food to
the cities. I think the Government should look seriously
imothefoodmudlwtionandstomge.

Looking into the educational sector of our society, 1
think our teachers should be properly taken care of. I am
sure the teachers are prepared to work but I believe that
their salaries are not adequate. If you take a look at the
salaries of teachers, you will discover that the teachers
alwayslmtheclassmonmtogoandlookforthingsto
do to augment their salaries. I am sure that if they are
properly paid, they would sit back to make sure that
education takes its proper position in our society.

Whenyouaretalkingabommﬁon,ywhavetopm
our youths, too, into consideration because they are our
future leaders. If the youths are not properly taken care
of in terms of education, moral and ethics, there is no
way you can talk of any nation progressing without
educating the youths. Our youths should be properly
taken care of. Some of you would bear with me that
during the elections, the way these children were used
was not good enough and the reason being that they do
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not really have good guidance. I think our President
should, please, look seriously into taking care of the
youths,

When you talk about the youths, you should also talk
about the disabled too in our socicty, whether children or
adult_s.Itlﬁnktheyshouidbegivenmeferenoe, too, like
we abled people. A committee should be set up on that to
look into their accommodation problem. Not only that, I
mean taking care of them as a package. We are abled and
we can move round; we can really cnjoy what they are
not abie to enjoy.

Iwanttoa[sotalkabouttheedlmﬁonaspectofthe
disabled. We do not have adequate schools for them. The
few they have, I believe are being used in some way to
make sure they take care of them in a way. If this
problem is properly looked into, you will discover that it
is not only those who are abled that are talented, we still
have talents among those people who are disabled

1 want to conclude by saying that I really appreciate the
Presidents speech and being a man of his words, I know
that he has started the job and I pray that he would finish
all what God has started in him in Jesus name. Amen.

Thank you.

Hon. Alexander Ike Eze (Nsukka/Ighoeze South): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, hon. Members, I would like to commend
Mr. President for his all-embracing address. I only call
upon the divine Lord to help him to actualize his dreams.
I would also like to comment on few areas like rural
development.

Iam looking at the address on how it relates to ny own
constituency. I come from a constituency where a Local
Government and some communities will go into the next
millennium without electricity. [ am praying that at the
end of my tenure here, the President of the Federal
Government will help these communities and the Local
Government Headquarters to have at least electricity or
other basic amenities like electricity and pipe-borne
water.

In the area of science and technology, I am also asking
the Federal Government to look into the Ajaokarta Steel
Rolling Mill. T do not know what is happening to that
plant. If you go through that place you would shed tears
because it is a colossal waste. Up till now, Nigeria cannot
boast of any good product, that is, in terms of steel
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production. In fact, we can not even say that we have
been able to produce a bicycle for the country, yet we
~ have a lot of money being invested into that stecl
company. I believe that if the President should fund that
company, Nigeria would come of age to say that we have
been able to produce one item that is made in Nigeria,
such as motor-cycle or bicycle.

1 also want to talk in terms of agriculture. People bave |

talked about agricaiture. The President said that Nigeria
would be able to produce food for everybody and that
there would be enough food for Nigerians. We are no
more talking about the production of food, we want to
look at agriculture as a new wealth-base where we go
into mechanised farming,. This mechanised farming will
not only enbance food production it would also help the
employed grainates and school lesvers. I can remember
Dr. Michael Okpara's programme where he developed
farm settlements. That was before the war and that
helped to employ so mary school leavers, but today those
things are no more looked into.

So, Mr. Speakex, these are the fow arcas 1 would like to
highlight. Let the address of the President reflect the

Thankyw. (Applause)

Hon. Enwerenzor Eze Anthony (Aba North/Aba
South); Mr, Speaker, Sir, unfortunately we have been
aliocated very little time to express the way we feel about
this speech but whatever is the case, I would like to make
some modest contribution.

We have all talked about poverty in this connty but we
have failed to understand that part of the problem in

ourselves. Government has tried to do what it thinksbest

but the global trend dictates that we are not in isolation.
In a country where telephone is the most expensive in the
world, you do not expect anybody to come here and
invest. In a country where electricity does not work, you
domte:q:ectanybodytooomhere'andmvest.When
people come to invest in your country, they are coming
not as a charitable organisation, but to make money. We
have put alf kinds of bottlenecks in the way to make

things not to work in this country.

Ifymllookatthlsﬁousemday 1 doubt if there are up
to one hundred and twenty-three Members present and
that is the minimmm we should be here. People do not
even want to come here. They come and leave as they
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will. That indiscipline permeates into ¢ aspect of our
national live and we have not cared. Fjease, there is no
speech that we make here that will corgect the proklems

of Nigeria. We have everything that c3 § make this
themostbtmmﬁllplaoeonwthhn do not have the
political will to address those issues. ‘We must take the
bull by the horn. |
|
First, the President must move fay mtheamof
pnvausmgallgovemmem-owned i tions without

which nothing will work here. 1 unl ; that thege are
people who feed on these institutions, @y are happy that
the decay is occurring without caring b N:genankfeel
There is nothing wrong with decer .-' NEPA and
sell them on regional basis. Each region can generate
and distribute electricity. Whenyou somebddym
mmhmm '0I<'|¢ol
Namoda or in Ogoja, be doés not urglerstand what is

going on there. Then we put these .: toourchest
andthinkthatwecandoitmrselves, e cannot

Iamctellymhoanbers.mE and, I have not

lived there, bmlknuwthatmostuf )¢ companics in
AnmmmowmdbyEnghshpeopk: farry compaties
mEnghndareownedby meTicans Bvenlastwwk

company in England. Why are we atlpid of selling the
Ihmgwehuwwmactfmugn i -llu-u when these
things we have do not work? If they were working then

thereisoonoemlnlm,wesoldupallmgman

companics. At that time, people in th eastematend:d
nothaveoneknhommvest,hnthey* e sold anyway
for the national good. Today, p |‘ thatatahave

bmghtmufﬂmthmgthmugh he Stock miarket.

Why are we afraid of going into the sif ¢k market to sell
these things and raise money fdr this comntry?
{Applause). It is time for us to move forward.
|
How can we be talking of d -qnln » N:mwhen
computer is very expensive in Nigerig compared to any
other part of the world? We have P uptoéﬁpercenr

are on comrer. Howwnllthehtﬂe tids get acdess to
computes. ‘It has become an clite p instead of a

I
--.:.‘.. OLY.
This is the only country where to ge 'telephom*islikn
asking Jesus to come down. People p e asking for this
- thing so that they can pay and yet, ficy do not get it.
Telephmemslallaums_ampm ofpéliﬁml
consideration, not for ecotiomic con

deration. Yoli have
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a place like Onitsha with only 5,000 lines but there are

some cities in this country that have digital telephones
that are so under-subscribed, why are we deceiving
ourselves? We must do these things and compare where
We should not waste any more time. Let us sell off
NITEL and NEPA picase. Privatise all these Iron and
Steel companies that we are crying and shouting about.
Last two weeks, somebody who is not even a Member of
staff of NEPA has been appointed the Managing Director
of NEPA. He is going to take one year to learn how
NEPA functions. These things are not right.

S0, Mr. Speaker, hon. Members, if we must move
forward, we mast, first of all, cultivate the habii of
disciplining ourscives so that we can discipline our
children, our children can then acquire discipline. It is
a way forward.

Thank you.{4pplause)

Hon. Towy Eze Okere (Obaji Egbema/Oguta/Oru
West): Mr. Speaker, Sir, hon. Members, I have read
thoroughly through the President’s address and I want to
thank the President for reviewing comprehensively, the
problems facing Nigeria. But I want 1o say that the
President, in his address, mentioned the need for the
laying of the foundation for a durable democracy. It is
my opinion that for us to have a durable democracy in
Nigeria, we must make concerted efforts to ensure that
our people are liberated from the shackles of ignorance,
poverty and disease. And for our people to be liberated
from ignorance means that the government must as a
deliberate policy introduce gualitative education. Mr,
President has informed us of his intention to introduce
Universal Primary Education which will ensure free
education at the primary level only. I want to say that
this great country is rich enough to train our children vp
to secondary school level free of charge. (4pplause) The
implication of training children up to the Primary School
level and leaving them there is that we run the risk of
these children going back and stopping at the primary
schoot level.

I will give you ar example of what is happening in the
East now. In some States in the East, parcats prefer
sending their children to learn one form of trade or the
other. As soon as they get to Primary six, they put them
into leamning trade because they have seen that people
who are into trading have made some money. If you say

v
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children should be trained up to Primaty school level,
their parents will say fine, let them read uwp 10 Primary
school with government moncy. But as soon as they
finish at that level, they pull them out and put them to
learn trade, and they stop there.

So, I am advocating that free education should be up to
secondary school level and for government to achicve

- qualitative education means proper training of Teachers.

1t is very sad that government has sbolished Teacher's
Training Colleges which form the bedvock for the
training of Teachers. I would want the government to
reintroduce these Teachers' Training Colleges and then
bring in capable hands to teach the teachers before they
teach our children.

In the area of discase, it is very sad that the
President's address did not emphasise or he
completely left out the all-important secior, Health,
After all, we say Health is wealth. This means that you
can only find a sound mind in a body that has very good
health. 1 want to see a country where people who live in
Buruytu, Bomadi and Aniocha have access to Health

- facilities. I want to see a situation where Primary Health

Centres and Health Posts are established in the difficult
areas of the Niger Delta. I want to soe a country where
people go to haspitals ar. 1 there are drugs st affordable
prices. 1 want 10 scc a country where we train our
children as medical personnel so that they can man all
our health institations appropriately. The address of the
(Applause)

In the area of Petroleum industry, I want to ssy that why
we had tension in the Oil-producing areas is becsase of
exploitation. I want to suggest to the government to
involve effectively the areas where this petroleum is
exploited.

The Deputy Speaker: Can the hoo. Member please
summarise his speech?

Hon., Okere: This people can be considered at the
stakeholders fofum where they can be made to participate
in the production of Petroleum so that through this way
they can also protect the facilities put in piace and they
too will feel that they arc part of the exploration,
procurement and management of Petroloum resources.

'I'lumkyouverymwh. (Appiause)
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The Deputy Speaker: May I call on the last speaker

for today, thchm.Mﬂnba'fuMNmthandSmlth._

(Hon. Ezeani Thankgod).

Kan. Ezeani Nmamdi Thankgod (ideato North/
South): Mr. Speaker, Sir, hon. Members, the address of
the President is an clogquent one.. It is a bold attempt by
Mr. President to try to analyse and proffer solutions to
the myriad of problems that befall this nation.

As others had commended it, it is my wish to commend
it as well. I have a few comments on some areas which
1 believe, Mr. President did not address properly. 1
would not know whether or not it is a complete omission
or it was deliberate. Mr. President did not touch the
issue of the private sector which is the real sector of the
economy. '

For us to achicve a meaningful growth, 2 real growth
in the economy, we must address the private sector.
Industries in the private sector arc operating below 50
per cent capacity. They lack the necessary raw materials
and infrastructure required for their operations. The
President did not address this issue.

It is only the private sector that will provide the real
growth in the Gross Domestic Product. It is not the oil
we export. But it is what we are able to generate locally
that will improve our GDP. T am of the opinion too that
it is the private sector that gnarantees employment.
Government employment is just a part of the overali
employment that is generated within this country but the
private sector compliments that.

The private sector also gencrates income to the
government but in the whole of the address, the President
either deliberately or by error of omission did not touch
on the privalc sector.

On the issue of privatisation, too, I would not really
know what we are looking for. Is it just to privatise or
we want to improve the efficicncy of the government
owned industries? If we talk of privatisation, we cannot
talk about it withowt commercialising becaunse if you
privatise you have somehow commercialised and there
are lots of things we have to do before you talk of
ptivatisation,. What about the capital income of the
average Nigerian; has it been improved? What of those
things like the Water Board? Can an average Nigerian
afford a privatised and commercialised Water Board bill
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. away with the left? By the time you px

theperap:tammeofanavmge igenan,mﬂkllls
mtbatulanesamregﬂaﬂypmd ¥

mlldeﬁmte!ygomandthenweask
bring money to subsidisc it. Are mallymhng
progress in the area of improving thegeonomy? -

Corruption Bifl. Well, the President me
alrmdy on the

|

I .

Another issue I want to talk : t is the ‘Anti-
corruption Bill that was coming and :

Floor of the House, with a lot of appe 'mtothtblll
In this country, and I am sare this is thy only developing
country where there is no price inde d the government

should be able to provide a price inde

mean 2 price range for goods and §en
obtainable in this country. This will

, in a LT ll g
If at the end of the day, thosemthcg crnment decide
||..- who front

andthentheeontractsareawarded, e
no price index, how then do we monig

it done? But if there is price mdex, ; i
monitor the contracts they give out land know when
actually they are over-inflated or over{invoiced.

We equally know, too, that most of the govemmcnt
officials send their children to private schools. ‘Some
send theirs abroad. How much tax afe they paving for
this exercise? That is the only way wg can improve the
standard of education in the public schools. We should
tax them. If T have my child in
should be able to pay government a
money as tax, cal] it education tax-if y‘ )

do not pay, but if you can afford to
term for a child in a private school,
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able to pay a particular pereentage of that amount to the
Ministry of Education as Education tax so that we can
improve the quality of cducition in the public schools. -

We are talking of Bribery and Anti-corruption Bill,
what ciorts have we made to improve the salary of
workers? We know what an average Policeman carns
and this man gocs 1o keep a road-block or stay in your
house as a security man. All the food and everything
pass through his front, he did not complain and at the
end of the day, you say he should not collect N20 from
the bus driver. 1t is ridiculous. We have to improve alt
these facilities and like I said, all these are appendices
before we can say, we are passing out this Bill. As the
other contributors have said, if we send out the National
Orientation Agency, the anti this and that and the War
Against Indiscipline, it cannot work becanse we have not
properly prepared the bedrock where these policies can
casily take off.

Thank you.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Deputy Speaker: 1 will make some
announcements and then the House will adjourn because
we have some important delegations who are here to visit
us. Please, bear with us.

Meeting of the Ad-Hoc Committee
on Warri Crisis

Members of the Ad-Hoc Committee on Warri Crisis
will please meet in the Committee Room at 1.00 o' clock
today.

Nomination of APP Deputy Leader
and Deputy Whip

The All Peoples Party (APP) has recently eiected .

leaders to represent them and they are as follows:
1. Hon (Dr) E. Asuguo - Deputy Leader, and
2. Hon Dandi Sule Yari - Deputy Whip

Signed: Hon (Chief) Fidel Anyaogn,
APP Chief Whip for APP Leader.
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~Meeting of all the Women Members
with American Embasyy

There will be a meeting of all the women Members
with the American Embassy Officials on. Tuesday,
Sth'July, 1999 at 2 p.m. in the APP Senate Conference
Room. Kindly pass same to others not around today.

Signed: Hon. Binta.

Submission of Passport Forms

All official passport forms should be submitted today
unfailingly, by all Members.

Meeting of the Selection Commiittee
There will be a meeting of the Selection Committee at
1.00 O clock today in the Committee Room to continue
therewewofpetmonsofarreoetveil’lease Members
should be prompt.
Thank you very much.

May I now call on the Leader of the House to move the

Motion for Adjournment.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. Mohammed Wakil (Damboa/ Gwoza/ Chibok);
Mr. Speaker, Sir, hon. Members, I wish to move that
because of two very important engagements involving the
Speaker, we have to adjourn sitting today. 1, therefore,
wish to move that the House do now adjourn until
Tuesday, the 6th of July, 1999 at 10.00 a.m.

Hon. Gabriel M. Dumi (Okpe/Uvwic/Sapeic): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, 1 hereby second the Motion.

TheDeputySpuker-Thesteadjoumsull&h
July, 1999.

Hon. Nduka Irabor (Ika North/South): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, I wish to challenge this Adjournment.

The Deputy Speaker: No, the House has adioumned,

The House adjourned accordingly at 12.35 p.m.
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Hon.GabridT.Suswan(KatsinaAlalbogolUkum):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, hon. Members, my observation is
on the Votes and Proceedings of yesterday. If you look
at the Movers of this Motion, what the Secretariat of this
House has done is only to mention the names of those
who moved the Motion and they would just say and four
others and three others. The proper thing to do is that
every person who speaks on a2 Motion, his or her name
should be reflected in the Votes and Proceedings. So,
Mr. Speaker, I will like to implore you to take this up
with the Clerk.

Thank you.

The Deputy Speaker: In response to Hon. Nwajuba's
observation, what I read out is a message from the
President, there will be more details provided upon
which we can debate thereafter,

Hon, Zakarie A. Malberbe (Buruku). Mr. Speaker,
Sir, thank you for giving me the attention. What I have
observed is that we think we have got to a stage that
things should be done on the floor of this House properly.
if this is a letter addressed to Mr, Speaker in his private
capacity, and it is read to us, then, we take it as such.
But if the contents of such a letter are officially addressed
to this House, then it is only proper that even in the
absence of other copics, a copy should be made available
10 each Member and that shows that Members have been
notified,

The same thing goes for the observation that the hon.
Member for Katsina Ala/Logo/Ukum (Hon. Gabricl T.
Suswan) has made. Obscrvations made on the Floor of
this House are expected to be recorded, except for
humorous sake, Mr. Speaker decides that it should be off
record. 1 think from now on, we should sirictly adhere to
ihat process becausc anything said on the Floor of this
itouse could be subject of further consideration by this
House; even if it is an observation made in passing by a
Member of this honourable House.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, furthermore, we are still faced with
the problem of a lot of names of hon. Members of this
House being wrongly addressed. I think the time is ripe,
in view of the fact that we have now sat for, at least, one
month, for the Clerk of the House and his officers to go
into details and get these names right. Or else in future,
some of us will refuse to respond to official duty cails if
our names are not properly spelt, because our names are
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our individoal names. I think the time is ripe for this to
be taken seriously.

Let me just mention that up till now, the gentleman
who contested the election with me is the man being
reflected as representing Burukn Constituency. Honestly,
Mr. Speaker, I think this is serious and I have written to
that effect. Except this honourable House decides that I
should quit the House, (Laughter) otherwise, I plead that
I should be recognised as the true representative of the
people of Bukuru Constituency in the House of
Representatives.

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, please do not quit
the House. The point is taken and I will advise the Clerk
to, please, begin to take some time to spell Members'
names correctly, and those who have been duly elected
should be so reflected. Mr. Clerk, please, take note of
this.

Hon. Charles Dayo Fajuru (Ekiti Central): I want to
draw the attention of Mr. Speaker to the Rules of this
House, No. 12, which reads:

(1) The Speaker shall allocate a seat to
each member, and
A member may only speak from the
seat allocated to him provided that the
Speaker may change the allocation
Jrom time fo time.

(2)

Mr. Speaker, Sir, up till now, no Member of this
honourable House has been allocated a seat, and this can
be considered to be at variance with what is happening in
the Senate. Members of that very House have got their
own seats allocated to them about three weeks ago. 1
wish this will be looked into as soon as possible.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

The Deputy Speaker: Let me say, hon, Members that
we are in the process of finalising the sitting
arrangement for Members and very shortly we would
announce the seats for every Member.

Thank you very much.
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Hon. Alexander Nwofe (Abakaliki/lzzi). Mr.
Speaker, Sir, the point of Order is Order 38 of the Rules
and it deals on the mode of receiving messages from Mr.
President. With your permission, I read:

{1) The Speaker shall immediately after
prayers or as So0n as any new member
has taken the Oath of Allegiance, read
to the House ony message addressed
to the House by the President of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria.

The Rule does not require that the message should be
laid on the Table and so the House was quite in order
when Mr. Speaker read the message from Mr. President.

That is my observation.
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you very much.

Hon. Esio Oguong Udoh (Oron/Mbo/Okobo/Udu
Nguko/Urue): Mr. SpeakerSir,onthcissueoftlw!ist
sent to the House by Mr. President and Commander-in-
ChiefoftheArmedFmtheobsewaﬁonIammaking
is that it seems it is an after-thought that this House
should also take a look at the list. The Senate had seen
this list and had accordingly approved these names. I
thinktherightprooedmemﬂdhavebeemhattheﬂonse
ochpresemativesﬁ.rsttakesalookatﬂwﬁstand
comment on it before it is passed to the Senate. I think
this is the correct procedure. This should be pointed out
to Mr. President in future. The correct procedute is that
the list is submitted simultaneously to both Houses for
the Senate and House of Representatives to do their job.

Thank you.

The Deputy Speaker: Hon. Esio O. Udoh, I have
notedymupcintsandlbelievetheywillbeaddressed
soon. We now have a Liaison Officer who should correct
the lapses. In fact, there is the need to always carty this
honourable House along in a timely fashion and not as an
after-thought.

Hon. Aliyu Umar Sanyinna (Kebbi/T ambawal): 'I‘he
issue raised by my Colleagues rests on Section 171 of the
Constitution, and it states:

The power to appoint persons to hold
or act in the offices in which this
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section applies and to remove |

persons so appointed from ar:jﬂ
such office shall vest in the ident

Mr. President does not need to send the list of
Ministers or Advisers to the House of Re
Tt is the Senate that is to make the re
not the House of Representatives. Itis
to approve the list for him. All ths
Representatives is entitled to in this {matte

are here to do.
Thank you.

Hon. Chukwuemeka Nwajiuba
Thiteuboma/Obowo): This matter of
to my mind, I think we are regarded as
but at the moment, there is nothing
What Mr. President is asking for is our &
1 wish us to do so now. _ |

. President's list
upporter's Club

can do.

Please, I beg us to do so0. Thank you}

The Deputy Speaker: Please, arq there any more
pcintstomakconthismattaordnwe it? 1 think we
have to rest it. o

ORDER OF THE DA/

Commander-in-Chief of the py
¢ Allotted Day)
4 1999)

debate on Mr. President’s Address.

i/ Agwara): Mr.
the President's

Address and I would like to say a few words as my
contribution and that is on transpost. . President said
in his Address that he will design asd implement new

policies on road maintcRance. He also|promised to make
specific policies that will enable him out this. In
thisvein,lwmﬂdﬁkca!lofustosqu;?minmnying
it out.

: |
Thank you. i
|
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Hop. Adamu Usman Degri (Balanga/Billiri): I want
to contribui¢ to Mr. President’s Address in this House in
two areas. My speech might concern specifically the
economic sector and 1 know the basis of any planning is
when you have correct data. To me, it appears that the
Central Bank and the Ministry of Finance can hardly telt
us what is the correct balance of account at any particular
day because many a time, if there is any reason to publish
their statement of account, you will find variances, I
suppose they are supposed to have the same balance,
maybe you can excuse fractions and that might be as a
result of commissions or charges as the case may be,

Therefore, I would want Mr. President, as a matter of
urgency, fo look into the area of taxes because it is my
candid opinion that taxes in this country is not properly
addressed and about only one-third is taken to
government as its due. So, I would like Mr. President to
first of all look at that area.

The second area is that of rural development. We all
come from rurai areas and I would want a situation
where Mr. President will consider sctting up something
like integrated rural development areas in the Federal
Constituencies so as to touch alf arcas in this country,
which we are representing here today.

On agricuiture, though my Colleagues have made
mention of that, I would also want a situation where we
will focus attention to the provision of fertilizers and
other agriculture inputs so as o boost the production of
food in this country. I believe transportation of
agxiculnnalpmdtwetodayisalmostathingoﬂhepast
but it is of necessity that this same thing is brought back
as a complement to our principal revenue earner. Also,
if [ may suggest, we should toe the line of Agricultural
Development Programmes where Farm Service Centres
are established in all the nooks and crannies of att the
States of the Federation.

On the area of transportation, I would want a situation
where Nigerians will be transported with dignity. I you
take Lagos, for instance, where you have Molues, we
know the state of those buses and they are supposed to
carry human beings. That tells us that we have little
respect for human nature. These buses I think should be
comfortable enough for people to ride to their
destinations and be free from hazards, but what you can
see 18 the kind of combustion that comes out from these
vehicles because of lack of service and maintenance. 1
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would want a situation where transportation will be
seriously addressed so that we can move freely goods and
services and thus enhance the economy of this country.

On railways, we understand that a lot of money has
been invested but up till now, we are yet to commission
any one part of that investment. There is need also to
start and at least, later commission whatever has been
completed so that we can assure the Nigerian populace
that something is being done. Mr. Deputy Speaker, Sir,
I think I witf rest my case here.

Thank you very much.

Hon. (Chief) Cajethan Dike: (Ortw/Orsu/Omy East):
I have quite examined the Address of the President,
Commander-ie-Chief of the Armed Forces of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria. I have two areas to comment on.
One is on the economy and the other is the area where he
made mention of marginalisation. I have carefully
examined the marginalisation issue and come to the
conclusion that Imo State is No. 1 State that has been
marginalised, having regard to his question 'who is
marginalising who? I am standing here to tell you that
Imo State has been so much marginalised by the Federal
Military Government. You can see with me that, it is
only in Imo State that you cannot find any road
constracted or rchabilitated by Petroleum Trust Fund
(PTF) among the 36 States of the Federation.

Some people from my constituency, Ortu, have never
seen any Federal Road or any Federal signpost written,
Federal Ministry of this or that. You can take a trip to
Imo State and see what I mean. Yesterday, we passed a
Resolution to tour the 36 States of the Federation, please,
I'would want you to go to Imo State first to see things for
yourselves.

Ontheeoonomy,lwmﬂdlikethePresidemtoplwse
address the National Assembly once more and put us in
a proper shape on the position of the economy of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria. Sometime last month, we
were adkiressed by the former Head of State, General
Abdusalam Abubakar and there were two discrepancies
about the proper figure of the economy. We do not know
how mach we have in the national treasury. 1would like
Mr. President to please tell us the actual figure of what is
in the treasury so that we will know how to work with the
figures,

Thank you very much.
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Hon. (Alhsji) Dikko Muktar (Binji/Silame). Mr.
Speaker, Sir, with regard to Mr. President’s address, I
would like to make comments on the agricuttural sector.
Since 1976 when the present Head of State was heading
the then Federal Military Government, he launched the
Green Revolution Programme, But since then, the
farmers of this country have not been adequately supplied
with agricultural imputs, such as fertilizer and the rest
inputs that will make them produce sufficient food
supplies. So, if our agricultural programme is to
succeed, the government should see that the pcasant
farmers buy these fertilizers and other imputs at a very
subsidized rate and on time.

You would notice that at any season the rain is due to
start in various States, fertilizers are not supplied on
time. Sometimes, it will be by August or September
before all the States will start to distribute fertilizers to
farmers but this does not augur well for the agriculture
secior. Also, our Dams have not been put to proper use
as regards itrigation. This area needs to be looked into
seriously by Government because we have abundant
fadama lands in this country. If these Dams are put into
proper use, I am very sure Nigeria will produce sufficient
food supply to our tecming population and even to export
more. We also have to make arrangement for silos to
store any food surplus that may have been produced.

In the area of Education, as far back as 1976-79,
Universal Free Primary Education (UPE) was laonched
but unfortunately, the implementation of that programme
has been very fauity. That is why we have continued to
complain of lack of teachers, books, and what have you
in our Primary School institutions. Now, if this
programme is to be revitalised, the Government has to
put a very good machinery in place to implement the
programme. That is the rcason why we experience
shortage of Primary School teachers and stationeries in
our primary schools. I believe that, if there is a proper
machinery for implementing this programme, our
Primary Education system as we have already discussed,
will be a success story in this country.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, that is my comment with regard to
the Address of the President.

Thank you very much.
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Hon. Gabriel Dumi (Sapele/Okpd
Speaker, Sir, I stand to support among
address of the President is all embracing
may, 1 have my personal obscrvation inponnection with
the area of corruption.

Bill. We received it in this honourgble House only
i Bill, one could

yesterday and on a proper perusal of !

find that it is not different in any way from the existing
law as contained in the Criminal Code of the Federation.
What one would have thought at this gew age, because
we are now starting a new age, was a serious campaign
against indiscipline which is the problem of this nation.
The problem of the nation in my view ig indiscipline. It
: the top 1o the
youths, even with children in pfi
indiscipline is aimost in the mind of §
Speaker, Sir, if we had started off by a
us here in this honourable House, throyg
of Information, starting at the State levg

this country to tell them the conseqme
damage indiscipline has caused in Nigeri

Mr. Speaker, let us examine the situgtion to show this
hon. House that we are even practising indiscipline. 1
will give a quick example. When the Sergeant-at-Arms
carries the Mace and shouts, M. Speaker!. by that act of

saying Mr. Speaker, this honourable House ought to be

quiet, there ought to be absolute silenge. But after that
shout of Mr. Speaker!, you still see Members moving
about. That, in itself, is a very clear agt of indiscipline.

Mr, Speaker, Sir, [ want to give morgexample. Today
in our society we are complaining that there is no job for
our children, How can there be job? lﬁ\l'hen the Federal
Government constitules a corporationl who runs down
the corporation? Is it not Nigerians?)| The employecs
there are Nigerians, they are not forgigners. We run
down the corporation. Series of corpgrations had been
established by the Federal and also Sgate Governments
but today none of them is functioning. [That is as a result
of indiscipline. This is so because thosq people emploved
in various State Corporations or pa taks. if vou like.
go there to run the institutions nojl with a view 10
improve on them but with a view to ing them down.
As a tesult, when the institutions are fuined by taking
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their monies through different means, where will your
child work? Will there be any place? Do you think at
that stage when we are trying 1o put the money in our
various pockets we are running down the Government?
We arc running down ourselves, we are running down
our children, we are munning down chiidren vet to be
born. In my own view, I would have thought that a
serious campaign against indiscipline would have been
the first approach to corruption rather than a Bill. This
Bill, of course, within the next few days or more, is going
to be promulgated into law. As it is now being studied,
some of us, I will not include myself, are already finding
ways of how te set aside some of the provisions therein
contained and that in itself is an act of indiscipline.

My message, therefore, Mr. Speaker, is to endeavour to
inform the authority that even though this is now going
to be put in place within the next few days or weeks, [ am
appealing that the Presidency should be informed that
there should be a serious campaign against indiscipline
because corruption is a product of indiscipline which has
done a lot of damage to the socicty.

The import of what I am saying, put briefly, is that the
authorities shonid be informed that we should try to
institnte a campaign from the Federal level, the State
level, the Local Government level, to every hamlet and
tell the children and everybody the consequences of
indiscipline. I beg to submit. Thank you.

The Deputy Speaker: Thank you.

May I now call on Hon. Daniel Sunday Dung to make
his contributions.

Hon. Daniel Sunday Dung (Jos South/Jos East): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, hon. Colleagues, the President's speech
was all right except that to my mind there should be
radical changes in certain areas in order to favour the
majority of Nigerians. First, there should be radical
changes in primary and secondary education, subsidy on
fertilizer and farming inputs should be restored,
encourage the proliferation of cottage industries by State
Governments while the Federal government should
resuscitate the Steel Rolling Plans so that together, they
would provide a basis for production.

Secondly, the revitalization of Primary Health Care in
the rurat areas, the provision of potable drinking water to
rural people, restructuring of NEPA and possibly
allowing private power generating companics 1o supply
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power, would help. For example, NESCOQ, that is,
Nigeria Electricity Supply Company, based in Jos could
supply Plateau, Bauchi and Nasarawa States with power.

The next point I want to make is that OMPADEC
should be adequately funded in order to take care of
pollution and other social problems in the Niger Delta
arca. SUMPADEC should also be properly funded in
order to take care of solid mineral producing areas where
the land has been devastated by mining activities.

On foreign investment, the President forgot to
emphasize on tourism because tourism is onc of the
world's largest revenue generator and Nigeria is very
much endowed with diverse potentials in it. For
example, we have States like Plateau, Bauchi, Taraba,
Oyo, Niger and others. These areas should actually be
given some assistance in the area of tourism by the
Federal Government in order for them to come first in
West Africa and in fact, Africa as a whole.

Thank you, 1 beg to submit.

Hon. Durojaiye Ghadamosi (Oluyole): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, hon. Members, having gone through the address of
Mr. President, I want to observe that the Address was
laudable and commendable. It is such a comprehensive
document to a great extent that if it could be properly
implemented or followed to the letter, most of the
problems militating against the progress, unity and
political stability of this country will be solved.

However, Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would like to comment
briefly on Education where Mr. President mentioned that
he would relaunch the Universal Free Primary Education
Scheme. 1 would like to draw the atiention of this
honourable House to the fact that it was the same Mr.

President that launched this programme in 1978. In my

candid opinion, Mr. Speaker, Sir, we need to move a
step farther in this country educationally. There is need
for our educational advancement particularly in the ficld
of Science and Technology. We need to advance on
Industry and so on and so forth and without Education as
the bedrock of any nation, we cannot move forward.

I couid observe, Mr. Speaker, Sir, that there are two
major problems in this couniry and these problems are
questions of unemployment and illiteracy. We cannot
really wipe out the question of unemployment unless we
wipe out the question of illiteracy. So, I am submitting
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to this honourable House that at this stage of our
independence which is going to 40 years, we shounld
move a bit forward educationally and I beg to submit that
if education could be made free at this point in time, it
should be made free up to secondary school level, at
least.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Chidi Okechukwu Duru (Aguata). Mr.
Speaker, Sir, 1 have had the privilege of going through
Mr. President's speech tagged National Re-awakening.
My comment is that I sce the speech basically as the
policy thrust of Mr. President. Our judgement and my
judgement for Mr. President for the coming four years
term will be dependent on how far he will fulfil the
pledge he has made to the Nigerian nation. I want to
draw inspiration from page 2 of that speech where he
made the comment and I quote:

Let me pledge here that I shall spare no effort
Jor the ultimate success of the Nigerian nation.

That is a pledge and that also is a commitment to the

Nigerian nation. 1 will not want to go into specifics but

itisimpoﬁantthallmnﬁonthatlamexcitedbythe
pledge of Mr. President to the idea of privatisation and
Commercialisation.

Thank you, M. Speaker. (4dpplause)

Hon. Omolola Abiola-Edewor (Apapa): Mr. Speaker,
Sir,lhavemproblemwhatsoeverwithMr.President‘s
speechbemuselthinkthataspeechowldnotbebeuer
written. There is only one area that is of intense concern
to me and that is the anti-corruption crusade. Now, it is
very easy to talk about wanting to wipe out and eradicate
corruption. When we look at the causes of corruption in
thiswunuy,ifwearetomoveanywhere,wehavepeople
in our Civil Service in this country who have dedicated
their lives to working, when they are done and have to
retire, you will find that they are fighting the system to
collect what is rightfully theirs. If you work in the
systeminthiscmmtryandyouputinymnbw,youoom
out without any social welfare benefits; your neighbours
will laugh at you. Unless a few things are addressed such
thatpeoplemnbeassmedthathavingconﬂﬂnﬂedtheir
quota to their fatherland, the coantry that they have
served will also serve them in their old age. We havea
problembemuseiflamnotmrethatlwiﬂbeloohed
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after when I am old, I will then want 4 actually make
hay while the sun shines. 1 will want toprepare for my
old age. We need to look very serio sly at the Social
Welfare system and maybe adapt them o suit our own
situation in this country. We must learn {o look after our
old people. ’

We need to look more into our Health system. We
need to provide better facilities because ae all know how
mmhitcostslogotoprivatehoq:italsnoteverybody
can afford it especially considering the hinimem wage.
We have to look afier these things bedmse everybody
wants to be able to look after themsclves, himself or
herself in the cvent of illness. You wiat 0 g0 to the
hospital and to be looked after, such: "’r

I
I

are not only available to the highest bigder. These are
things that we need to look into. We need to look into

income, to pay instalmentally so that they can afford the
Wmmm_ These are conktitutions m
if we are truly serious about eradicating corruption.

situations where when ;mple gﬂ, semploved albeit
tcmporarily,theywillbelookedaﬂem
We all need shelter. We all know tha} in this country
it costs millions to own a home. Mosta f,..
it. We need a mortgage system that wa ;everythjngis
called in millions. People have to be hie within their
!
f

Thank you.

Hon, (Engr.) A. Efckodiaa (Isoko Nprth/South): Mr.
sm,sn,mmm,ﬁm all, 1 want to
thank Mr. President for a beautiful and well prepared
National Reawakening speech which I doasider as akind

ofpohcystatemcntforhis administ :!lll‘l for the next
four . :
years |
A lot of other Members had spokef) exhaustively in
some of the areas which I align ntyself to but I will still
like\totalkaliﬂleonsomeofthe othel areas that were
not quite explicit in his speech, : on the
petroleum industry. 1 am talking pbout petroleum
inchsttyhecame,aceordingmhim, hich 1 think is
right, is that we have neglected that isghustry to such an
extent that the whole industry has bjen sbused and I
WWlﬂlmm. On the areas of explogation ]l'DdIlCﬁOﬂ
andthereﬁningofﬂiepro&ms,lmtseewhyour
country producing over two million barels of oil daily

should be short of petrol to drive our Cars. 1 think, the

* best arcas to tackle the problem, first ¢f all, is to think
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how we are generating our funds. This is because
without funds input into agriculture and other sectors,
our economy cannot, of course, stand the test of the day.
For example, on the refining of petroleum, I do not see
why we should not add, at least, one or two more
refineries in addition to improving and maintaining the
existing ones.

I think the population of this country is 100 miliion
peopic or above, and even in some foreign countries
where their population is one quarter of what we have,
they have nearly four times the size of our present
refining capacity. So, these issues have to be looked into
seriously,

Again, on the steel industry which has grossty been
abused, the coantry spent a lot of money building giant
industrial plants at Aladja which was commissioned in
1982 but today, it is a thing of sadness that government
did not only succeed in killing the proposed Phase II of
the Aladja Steel but also even killed the existing one that
was established. All the steel products that the oil
industry use for their production activities and pipeline
and whatever are now imported. If you look at the input
of our expenses you will discover that a latge chunk of
our forcign reserves are drained as a result of the money
that the oil industry spend on bringing in these steel
products.

I will also like to add a little voice on the issue of the
sick-baby, called NEPA. The statement was not quite
clear in ny mind as to what we intend to do.

Also in the area of science and technology, 1 do not
know how long this country will continue to depend on
foreign technology because up till now, a lot of the very
little things we need for our production are still imported.
This is making us to depend on foreign goods and
services. And these are the things that are responsible
for serious drain in our foreign reserves,

I feel so concerned and sorry when I hear of ncarly
N256 billion deficit. The situation will continue to
remain like this until we are able to address this drain in
our foreign reserves. Those areas, if properly checked, 1
think, will do some good work.

I will not finish my little observation without
mentioning the issuc of the Niger-Delta. On sick baby,
Niger Delta Area, we ail should here agree that whatever
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that is happening to this country is embedded in the
Niger Delta. 1believe that the people have been denied
their rights for too long for this Federal Government to
pay particular attention, not only to their welfare, but to
the development and establishment of sustainable
industries in those areas to take care of the teeming
youths that are now creating all the probiems. It is most
annoying and most painful that, for example, my
constituency produces over N300 million every day to the
ooﬂ’ersofthisommhy,yet,youmnnotseeanyprasence
of the Federal Government in that area. The same thing
goes for ail other areas in the Niger Delta.

I think that if we have to do proper Jjustice to what
we are talking about, first of all, the areas where this oil
1s coming from, a proper attention has to be paid to them.
I rest my case. (Applause)

Hon. Greg Chukwuemeka Egu {Aboh Mbaise/ Ngor-
Okpala): Mr. Speaker, Sir, hon. colleagues, personally,
I do not know what the pros and cons of what we are
going through now is, but since it is a participatory
politics, I think, I must have to talk about it.

The President's speech was very well written. 1 will
like to look at the area of economic recovery, crime and
corruption. 1 want to start with those three together
because, somehow, these are interrelated. Economic
recovery has both local and foreign contents. Corruption
increases the cost of doing business. Crime discourages
foreign investment. Ibelicve that the economic recovery
must be accomplished here in the near future, that no
effort should be spared in fighting crime and corruption,
If crime is out of the system then long-term investment
would be encouraged.

T also want to touch on the area of rural roads. I come
from a rural community. Al the food in this country is
grown in the rural areas. If the roads are not motorable
50 as to improve transportation system, people would not
have access to their food baskets. In the rainy season,
you will not have access to more than 60 per cent of the
rural areas in this country.

in the area of air transportation I want to say that |
come from Imo State and we spent a lot of moneyv
building our airport ourselves without Federal
Government help. The airport has been there for more
than five or six years now, the Federal Government
claims that they have taken over the airport, yet planes
do not land there. Some people have lost their pieces of
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land in the process of building that airport, 3 ot of .
peopleliveammdthatareaoflmosm;lbalicvethat
whatever the Federal Government has to do to ¢ncourage

‘ the use of that airport will be very much appreciated by
the people of that area. '

I also think that it is the responsibility of this
government or any other government in this country to
encourage self-help efforts that people make in order to
in hei ities.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Musa Elayo (Awe): Mr. Speaker, Sir, hon.
Members, 1 wish to commend Mr. President for his
speech before this House. 1 wish to contritaite as follows.

In the area of marginalisation, it is my humble view
that marginalisation in this country has a social status
basis. 1.come from Nasarawa State whose Motto is Hoine
of Solid Minerals, yet, we do not have one single
industry. We produce all the barites in this country, yet,
we have no good and tarred roads. My Local
Government, Awe Local Government was created in
1976 and as at foday, we are not connected o the
National Grid. We do not have telephone services. We
do not have General Hospitals and we do not have
anything good. There is no Federal Government, in fact,
even State Government presence. In some places in my
constituency, we haveto go to other States to get to some
of our villages. In Doma Local Government, for
instance, we have to go to Makurdi in Benne State in
order to get to some parts of our constituency. Soalsoin
Awe, we have to go through Taraba State. So, when we
are talking of marginalisation, I begin to wonder who is
actually marginalised.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, in the area of privatisation, I would
want us to take into consideration as the custodians of the
people'swill,theirlﬂigm.Asitnaﬁonwherepubﬁc-
wealth will be transferred to some foreign companies and
in the hands of few Nigerians, should not be acceptable
to us. Privatisation should be done in such a way that
every State and Local Government in this country is
given some shares to purchase and workers should be
provided with soft loans by financial institutions so that
theycanbuyshmesandﬂﬁsmesasmethingthqm
fall back to on the rainy day.

Mr. President in his spoech also said he is going to cail
on the International Monetary Fund (IMF) to come and -
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help in training those Civil servants whadse appointments
will be terminated. 1 think it is high tine that we look
inwards because Nigetia is a great --f-m where we-
have everything that will make this coaptry grow and be
as great as America. We have Nigerjans all over the
world who are well recognised. If these Nigerians canbe
encouraged to come back home, given the necessary
atmosphere to operate, this country _' '

for us to be careful when we are l'
Since the intervention of IMF in this cquntry, our Naira
has continued to be a devalued currency.

M. Speaker, Sir, I wish to also comment on the area of
Education which Mr. President said he is going to
introdace Free Primacy School Educatipn. He might do
ithmifamthetgwermtcomes'today,thcymy
1ot sustain it. Our duty here is to migke free Primary
Education a fandamental right of every fhild so that each

mvegovemm:tmoonnmethepollcy
Finally, Sir, Mr. President in his gpeech said he is

representing every scgment of this country. I observe

that the 1999 Constitution has removet! the Traditional

Institution completely from the schene of things. We
have a big task ahead of us and v shonldhelpthe
President to sce that he amends thd Constitation to
inclnde the Traditional Rulers. |

Thank you very much. (Applause)

 How. ¥a Ensng awnim-mmmmm.
Speaker, for recognising me. 1 have fead in detail the
armed Foroes and a fow issuesare worthy of
commendation. The pians he has magle for Education,
the plans for industrics and the plansjfor privatisation.
Mr. Speaker, | want the President and the Government of

this country to redirect its policy on Hdacation because
we have so many mmitiple -;mfv-: working or

(Special) Trust Fund, you have cducdfion aspect which
renovates Secondary Schools, OMPADIEC, the Edacation
Task Fund and the National Education
Commission. My observation is that 41 these Agencies,
the investment they make in is only

Primnary

Haucation

‘infrastroctural. They do not get to igsucs that relate to

the improvement of the quality of Edugation that is given
tothe child itself. So, we arc emphasiging on i

investment only to create money fof Contractors who
invade the departments to look for corjtracts only and not
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