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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

Tuesday. 6th July, 1999

The House met at 10.55 a.m.

PRAYERS
(Mr. Speaker in the Chair)

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members. I have examined and
approved the Votes and Proceedings of Thursday, 1st
July. 1999.

OATHS

OATHS OF ALLEGIANCE

AND

OATH OF MEMBERSHIP

Mr. Spe8ker: Hon. Members who have not taken
their Oaths should please rome forward to take same.

Thereupon. thefollowing Member took and subscribed
the Oaths required by law:

Hon. Ohepo Ada Ejiga

·ANNOUNCEMENTS
Notice or Meetings

Meeting or MemlJen from Bmachi State

All bon. Members from Bauchi State are asked to wait
behind after the end or today's Session. (Signed: Hon.
Dikko, M. 8.)

Meeting or boa. Memben from
_ Southem StlIteI

Will all Members of the House from the following
Slates please meet at the Committee Room immediately
after the House Session? The States are: Ondo, Edo,
Delta, Bayelsa, Rivers, Cross River, Akwa Ibom, Abiit
and Imo. (Signed: Ron. Temi Harriman)

Meetiag of API' Memben

There will be a meeting or all APP Members of the
House of Representatives at Sheraton Hotel and Towers
on 6th July, 1999,at9.00p.m. (Hon.FideIAyogu-APP
Whip)

Payment or Accotllmodiltlonl

to Hon. Memben

The Accommodation Allowance for . Membe~ will
be paid today. SO. hen. Members canhcek thCir'Bank
Accounts today after the Session. T Clerk informed
me just before I came into tbe Cha

Hon. Members, a letter was received this ho~OIble
House from the President, Commandt-in-Chief of the
Armed Ferces of the Federal ' e or NigeJia on
Thursday and it was read out to this e House.
Yesterday, I rejected that letter on the .s that it did not
put the matter in question' y before' this
honourable House. Today, I am in ipt or another
letter from the President, ~in-Chief br the
Armed Forces of the Federal RepubIi or Nigeria, !Ifld it
reads as follows:

Han. Speaker,
House of Representatives,
Ahuja.

My attention has been drawn to omission In my
letter Ref No. C4n-C11340f30th 1999andlwish
to assure the ho1lOlll'ObJeHouse ofRe wentativeS'ofmy
high regardfor the honourable House d its roles as an
integral part of the National Assemb In line with the .
provision ofSection 151(2) of the 1999 Onstitution,may
I present a request for 12 Special dvisers to the
honourable House of Represen . for your kind
approval so that the SpeciaiAdvisen be swam in at
a later dote. I also seek your _nw,aI for the
remrmemtionandallowoncesofthe 'alAdvisers to
be the same as those attadred to the "ister of Slate.

Thankyoufor your kind attention.

YOlII'8 sincerely,

Signed: 0buegIuI OIH ••••. ~

President, Commonder-in-Chief of
of the FederQlReJlllblicof

Armed Forces
geria
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ORDERS OF THE DAY

MonON

AppoiDtment, Remuneration and Allowance of
Speci •• AdviJer

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, there are two Motions
on today's Order Paper for consideration. The first
Motion is standing in the name of the House Leader,
(Han. Mohammed Wakil) and he is invited to move his
Motion.

Hon. Tony Auyanwu (AhiazulEzinhite): Point of
Order, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: What Order, please?

Hon. Auyanwu: I have a Point of Order, Mr. Speaker.
It is a Point of Privilege and it is based on the
Constitution. With due respect, I would like to direct the
House accordingly to Order 51(5), page 20 which says:

Reference shall not be made to any
matter on which ajudicial decision is
pending. in such a way as might in the
Speaker's opinion prejudice the
interest of parties thereto.

That is one. Again, I would like to refer to paragraphs
16 and 17. With due respect, Mr. Speaker paragraph 16
says:

Any Member may rise at any time to
speak upon a matter of privilege
suddenly arising, and he shall be
prepared to move, without notice, a
Motion declaring that a contempt or
breach of privilege has been
committed, or referring the matter--

and then it goes on and on to paragraph 17. Mr.
Speaker. Sir, I will expatiate on the relevance of these
Orders. But I will first of all like to direct your attention
to Section 36( I) ofthe 1999 Constitution and I read, with
due respect.

In the determination of his civil rights
and obligations, including any
question or determination by or
against any government or authority,
a person shall be entitled to afair
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hearing within a reasonable time by a
Court or other Tribunal established by
law and constituted in such manner as
to secure its independence and
impartiality.

Again, Mr. Speaker, Iwould like to expatiate on this
Section. May I, therefore, direct your attention to Section
6(6) (b) of the 1999 Constitotion.

Section 6, and Section 6(b). With due respect I will
read:

(6) The judicial powers vested in
accordance with the foregoing
provisions a/this section -

(b) shall extend to all matters
hefiween persons, or between
government or authority and to any
person in Nigeria, and to all actions
and proceedings relating thereto, for
the determination of any question as to
the civil rights and obligations of that
person.

And finally, Mr. Speaker, Sir, rnay I refer you again to
Section 151 (2) of the Constitution. It reads:

(2) The number of such Advisers and
their remuneration and allowances
shall be as prescribed by 10.••.or bv
resolution of the National Assembly.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, on 1st July 1999, I did commence an
action seeking declaratory reliefs against the President in
relation to the unconstitutional manner in which he
appointed his Presidential Advisers. I will like to
mention, Mr. Speaker, that the co-defendants in the
action are the President of the Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, the Clerk of the National
Assembly and the Attorney-General of the Federal
Repnblic of Nigeria. I do recall today that the Clerk of
the House of Representatives did indicate to me that yOU

are in receipt of the Summons.

Under the circumstances. Mr. Speaker. Sir. and given
the guidelines of the prior constitutional and other
provisions of this order that I have hitherto referred to.
may I humbly move that this House be restrained at
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least, in the meantime until the resolutiOnof my M... Spe.ker: I call on Waltil·to .
action as it is still pending before the Federal High Motion.
Court.

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Spe.ker: Based on Section lSI, Sub-Section (2)
of the Constitution you have just lefened to that:

The mmrber of such Advisers and their
remuneration and allowances shall be
as prescribed by law or by resolution
of the National Assembly.

I want to xu1e that that is why Mr. Ptesident has written
this letter and is seekiDgfor our approval. YOUt point of
order is overruled.

Han. House Leader should proceed, please.

Bon. Mob.mgwd Wakil: Mr. Speaker, Sit, han.
Members, Irise to _the Motion standing in myname
that:

Wbeteas the Ptesident of the Federal Repub1ic
of Nigeria, as by a letter of 5th 1uIy, 1999,
presented a request to this honoutab1eHouse to
approve the number of nominations and
allowances of Special Advisers pursuant to
Section 151 of the 1999 Constitution, beitilOW
resolved:

(i) That approval is hereby given that the
Ptesident of the Federal Repub1ic of Nigeria do
appoint tweIveSpecial Advisets to assist him in
the performana: ofhis functions;

(ii) That the Remunention and all_ of
such Special Advisers be the same as that of the
MiDiBteI'of State. .

Mr. Sp-alrer, Sit, bon. Membets, I beg to move this
Motion. Thank,ou.

Hon. Mollammed Umana }Cum.Ii.· (MaidngJiri
Metropolitan): Mr. Speaker, Sit, my bon. CoI1eagues,I
stand here before you today to second the Motion moved
by the Leader of the Houae.

Thank you.

Bon. Wakil: Mr. Speaker, Sit,a 1
to this honourable House by the PrestXnt
sitting, and the honourable House is
conlents of the letter because the
approval has been given by the SeDate,. .
SlJIlPOrloftheHouse. Whileour.MeJ~b
that we an: DOl a SIIPporterB' club,
the Chambets of the National Assembtt,
acconled that status as such. We must
in the National Assembly. We must be
as hon. Members of the National Ass~ly

Mr. Speaker, in view of the n:adion hon. Members,
the Ptesident went ahead to withdtaw fitst letter, and
sent a fresh letter. In the letter, Ptesident did
emphasize that he is very sorry for ~and
langnage used. He went ahead to say he ~
the House of Representatives as part the NadDnal
Assembly. Either by omission or' or
misdeeds by his AdviIen, he spol' and asked the
oo-rat;Ie House to forget and go ahead to
approve his tweIve Advisets. Mr. , Sit, we an:
parlDen in progreIS. We an: ODeofaxms of the
goya'IIIIIenl. When the Executive is ready. to
execute its du1ies,it is also our duty to tham to
move ahead. The House ftowDsat the and this
has been .''lltiMed, and in view of Mr. SpealIer,I
UlJIl the House and the Han. to, ~,
consider this Motion and aI10w him to appoitd. his
Advisets so that we am make Our MeIIIbers
have shown theit anger and it his been on xecontand
that is what we want. We IIIIIIlt figIIt to get our
ri~ and that we an: given our due He Us
done it and it has been conected.

So, in view of that, my bon. c:::t I UlJIl you to
please let us make progxessand I his RqIIIlSl

.Thank}'Oll,Mr. Sp-alrer. (A.pp/mIse)

Hon.»... dU_."~_::eHe~';~::
hon. Colleagues, in supplrting the
by the House Leader, Iwould want
attention of this honourable House,
commendm on1be n:adion ofbon. M-l~~
contents of the letter was fitst JaId to
It was IIIOIt gladdening to me beCI~
expect ftOm this House. No matter
what authority, any sort of demeaning "'lIion
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coming. I think we should be able to stand up and tell
them that weshould be addressed properly and weshould
be given our due respect. Our Members have particularly
made me proud by showing that they were not happy
with the way we were asked to just support what the
Senate has done.

The House of Representatives is part and parcel of the
National Assembly,and wheneverthe Constitution of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria makes reference to any Act
being endorsed by the National Assembly, it should be
clear to all authorities that the National Assembly is
constituted of the Senate and the House of
Representatives, and, therefore, request must be made for
our own independent approval, at all times. Under no
circumstances shall we allow oerselves to be taken for
granted.

I must equally congratulate the President for his quick
response to our unhappiness. The fact that the Senate
has approved twelve Members does not mean we should
go ahead and rubber-stamp the twelve; if we want wecan
give him only ten. And when we go to Joint Session, we
are more in number, we can outvote them. (Applause).

My hon. Colleagues, Mr. President has quickly
responded to our dissatisfaction and has stated that he
holds the House of Representatives with high regard and
esteem. I, therefore, urge us as hon. Members, and as
people interested in the progress and prosperity of this
Nation and like it has been said over the past one month,
that this House has been doing well; that this House is
indeed the Upper House, and since we will not want to be
a cog in the wheel of progress, I urge my Colleagues
since the President has apologised, give him what he
wants. This is becanse the point has been made.

Thank you. (Applause)

Hon. Gabriel T. Saswu (LogWKatsina A1aIUkum):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, hon. Members, in supporting this
Motion, I would like to refer this honourable House with
regard to remuneration issue to Section 70 of the 1999
Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria which
says:

A Member 0/ the Senate or 0/ the
House ofliepresentatives shall receive
such salary and other allawances as
the Revenue Mobilisation Allocation
and Fiscal Commission may
determine.
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I would want us to look at Section 84(1) of the same
Constitution which says:

There shall he paid to the holders of
the offices mentioned in this Section
such remuneration, salaries and
allowances as may he prescribed by
the National Assembly, but not
exceeding the amount as shall have
been determined by the Revenue
Mohilisation, Allocation and Fiscal
Commission.

Mr. Speaker, hon. Members, while supporting the
Motion in totality with regard to the approval of the
numbers and the remuneration attached, the Constitotion
is very clear. What the Constitotion says as to the
salaries and remuneration of such Offil:en is:

shall be fixed by the Mobilisation
Commission

That has been done. What I am saying is that the
Constitution restricts our powers or even approve these
salaries and wages as subject to powers giwn. to the
Fiscal Commission. So, it is not in our powers. The
second Section of that paragraph confiDesour powers,
subject to the Commission which.is the Mobilisation
Commission.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I will urge this bonourable House to
approve both the numbers and the remunerations with
regard to this section I quoted from the Constitotion.

Thank you.

Hon. Abayomi Mayegun (Lagos Island I): Mr.
Speaker, bon. Members, in view of the fact that Mr.
President has realised and accorded us the respect that is
due to this House, I urge DlY. Colleagues to adopt the
Motion and I would like to seize this opportunity to
appeal to my learned friend and Colleague, Hon. Tony
Anyanwu, to let us move forward in this country like in
the spirit of progress and legislative activism, that we
adopt this Motion and progress.

Thank you.

Hon.lta S. J. Enug (ItuIIbionoMbom): Mr. Speaker
Sir, in supporting this Motion, I would not want to say
that Mr. President has accorded us due respect, I would
say that Mr. President has accorded us the opportunity to
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perform our own aspect of the Constitutional duties. So,
what we are doing here is not a favour to Mr. President,
but exercising the functions vested in us under Section
151 of the Constitution, as an ann of the National
Assembly.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, when we received the letter last time,
Members made observations that it required us to concur
to the approval of the Senate, but what we now have
before us is a Motion by the Leader of this House asking
us to approve the remunerations and allowances of the
Special Advisers as part of our constitutional functions.
I am rising to support this Motion and urge hon.
Members to support this Motion in the exercise of our
constitutional functions.

Thank you.

Hon. Baran Jibrin (Tarauni): Mr. Speaker, Sir, mine
is to make a point in support of this Motion. We all
know that in every human endeavour, one has to make
mistakes and even have some oversights before he
becomes perfect. Mr. President actually is a beginner.
This is the beginning of a new beginning. We are just
one month and few days in this new democracy, in both
legislative, the executive and even the other anns of the
government are bound to make mistakes. He has shown
remorse. If he had Advisers from the beginning, they
would have advised him against such a mistake. So, I
support that he should be allowed to have the 12
Advisers he is looking for, if only they wouId advise him
not to make such mistakes in the fotwe.

Thank you.

Mr. Speaker: I will take arguments against the
Motion.

Hon. lbnhim ZaiIaai (Torn): Mr. Speaker, Sir, I
must begin by saying that we accept the apologies of Mr.
President for the error and we hope that this will be the
first and the last, because it is a constitutional issue for
which the President has an Allorney-GeneraJ and a Legal
adviser to advise him. We expect the Presideot to digest
the Constitution very well and know his Constitutional
responsibilities and the National Assembly
responsibilities. The issue we are talking now is the
economy. Can our economy take 12 Advisers? Can our
present economy absmb 12 Advisers? And if I may ask
this honourable House, what are the remunerations of the
Presideot andMinistersofState? Nobody knows. So, if
we are going to do it, we are going to give a blanket

approval. I am urging this honourable ouse that much
as we want to move forward, we sho give it a trial.
Firstly, I recommend that we endo 10 Advisers.
Secondly, this House should be furni with detailed
and adequate information of the rem neration of the
Minister of State for endorsement.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Hon. Jerry Sonny Ugokwe (I
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I tried tu speak on
but I discovered that Mr. Speaker did
opportunity.

. North/South):
e argument for,
ot give me the

Mr. Speaker: Iwill take argument gainst.

Hon. Ugekwe: Mr. Speaker, Sir, ore I go to my
point, Iwould like to make an observa .on on the Votes
and Proceedings of Thursday.

Mr. Speaker: Order, Hon.Ugokw we have passed
that.

Hon. Ugokwe: Let me go straight
Speaker, Sir, IwouId like you to call s House to Order
66,page 28 aDd in doing that, I w d ask that, Mr.
Speaker will exdude all straJI&erS from .s House so that
he can lay to ••• the Table what the rations are.
In that regan!, we will be able to' it in detail and
know whether our economy can carry 1 Advisersand49
Ministers before we give a blanket to what we
do not know. (ApplauSe)

Order 66.- All strangers may
the House or any
on a motion pro,
adopted by the
Committee, as the

e excluded from
mmittee thereof
Iy moved and

House or the
e maybe.

I stand here to move, Mr. S
strangers should be asked to leave thi
we are going to discuss issues
remuneration, knowing that the Prcpoen
and they may mis-represent the .
Newspapers.

Mr. Speaker: I will take argumen against, please.

Hon. BabatuDde Olokun (
Saglllllu): Mr. Speaker, Sir, hon. Me
I wouId like to refer you back to
the 1999 Constitution of the Federal

elRemo North
rs of the House,

ons 70 and 84 of
Iic of Nigeria ;
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it has been read earlier. What we are being asked to do
is to affirm a Constitutional provision. I want to submit
with respect that, we do not possess the powers to grant
Mr. President what he is requesting for, because I have
a copy ofthe harmonised salary structure, here with me.
Mr. Speaker, Sir, if! may lay it on the Table, you will see
that in Section 4, it provides the salary scales for
Permanent Secretaries, Deputy Inspector General of
Police, Auditor-General of the Federation, Oerk of the
National Assembly, Special Advisers to the President
which is at variance with the provisions of the salary
structure for Ministers of States. With respect, if we do
not amend Section 70 and section 84, we may not have
any powers to ralilY those salary structures, So, with
respect I want to say that we are going out of our
Constitutional powers to grant the request of Mr.
President and if we do so, it is very fatal to the
harmonized salary structure. So, with respect, I woaId
rather want this honourable House ~ to amend the
Constitution first or to adjourn aDd have a second look
before we commit anybhmder.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, IbnmbIy submit.

Bon. EIIiogie Wat-I ••••• (Ovia North EaslfOyja
South): Mr. Speaker, Sir, we haWt",ed to have seen the
harmonized salary structure whiCh my leamed bon.
Member from AhiazulEzinhite (lion. Tony Anyanwu)
has just lefcned to. That structure was prqlIIRld by the
defunct Salaries and Wages CommiasiQn whidl has been
overtaken by amsIitutionaI pIOYisions.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the operative pIOYisions on bow
remunerations for political ofIiceJs are to be carried out
and effected are now contained in the 1999 Constitution
and to the best of our knowledge that blIsDOt been
released. So, Sir, we cannot be dealing with a OOalllietil
that has become jimctIIS officio aDd no longer in
operation by the force of the law.

Mr. Speaker, I wish to submit

Mr. Speaker: I have a point ofInfonnation. I have to
confirm the iofonnation that the lUM:nue Mmitisation
Allocation and Fiscal Commission will be ac;tuaI1y
inaugurated sometime this week: to look at the details of
the salaries and everything. I think the request by Mr.
President to this honOUJable House is DOtthe one Naira
or two Naira issue. The request is that, whatever the
Minister of State gelS as hisal10wances or ._atian,
so should it apply to that ofhis Special Advisers, aDd not
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one of two Naira. It is just on pnnciple. I will take one
more against the Motion.

Bon. Macehuh Chinonyerem (Ukwa EaJ.tlUkwa
West): Mr. Speaker, Sir, in opposing this M<ltion, I want
to call the attention of the honOUJab1e House to the fact
that, since the Constitution allows us to inlervene in this
matter it means that the Constitution foresees the
possibility of an abuse, because, one of our primary
responsibilities in this House is to checlt abuses by the
Executive arm of the Government. Therefore, I want
hon. Members to advert their minds to the possibility of
an abuse and where we see the possibility of such an
abuse, we have a duty to Nigerians to oppose it.

I recall that if these Advisers are going to be
equivalence of Ministers of State aDd the President has
been granted almost forty-nine Ministers, if we add
twelve of them that.he is requesting for now, then we
would have61 Ministers. Remember also that previously
the President had appointed an Adviser on Petroleum
Resoun:es, there is also an Adviser OIl Political Affairs
and also an Adviser on Press MatteJS. I do not think that
any of these Advisers would he in -. lower than a
Minister. So, ifweadd these tIuee to perbapI, one other,

. we would have 64 of them, at least.

The issue is not the issue of wbcthr:r the cauMlmy can
carty this load. I believe that tbI:R are enough resources
to carty them. But the thing is, if we are pUg to spend
our resources, are we pUg to spend tbcm OIlissues upon .
which we can save? I sngpst that if the PIesideDt can do
without a Pelrolenm Minister he should IIIlIkl: do with
just an Adviser OIlEDergy. I WOIIderwbal he JIIlCdsthese
Advisers for after he has· gotten a Minister in almost
evety fiIcet of our national CDdeawur. Are those
Ministers DOtgoing to beadvising'l Is be not going
to he cunfeniilg with them? Agieed that we may IIIlIkl:
an aI10wance ofleUing the job go round to the boys who
helped in one way or the other during the dections, but
we must put a limit to the extent to wbicb we must allow
people to he just brought in as mere reward wheo. they
are not DCeded in serving the nation in that capacity.
The President can IIIlIkl: rewaniI in other areas. And
from what Isee lID far, Ido not see any JIlled for more
Advisers for the President. (App/mIse)

Mr. Speaker: Thank you vety much.

I taII.OIl lion. MMammed Wakil to please round up
aDd then I will put the cpwstion to \'Ole.
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Hon. Mohammed Wakil: Mr. Speaker, Sir, hon.
Members, I am happy that so far, it appears to me !hat by
the moodof the House that the motion is scaling through
for the fact that the arguments against are not so strong
with due respect to my hon. Colleagues that are against
the Motion.

If I may quickly by way of a reply direct my hon.
Colleagues there by citing Sections 70 and 84, with due
respect to the hon. Member. I do not think there is any
relevance by bringing in our remuneration by way of
Section 70. With due respect to this honourable House,
if I am permitted I will read Section 70 and il says:

A member 0/ the Senate or 0/ the
House ofliepresentatives shall receive
such salary and other allowances as
the Revenue Mobilisation Allocation
and Fiscal Commission may
determine.

I do not think there is any relevance in the facts we are
discussing here on the Floor of this honourable House.

He also wenl ahead to cite Section 84 of the
Constitution. Without taking the time of this honourable
House, I am not going to read but rather browse through
it. Section 84(4) mentioned the remuneration of the
President and certain officers who the Revenue
Mobilisation Allocation and Fiscal Commission is
supposed to fix their pay. I do not see any relevance
here. The question before this honourable House is very
straightforward, that the President wants twelveAdvisers
and he wants their remuneration to be fixed There was
an argument where hon. Members are saying we should
know the salary of Minister of State.

Hon. Members, I want the honourable House to realise
that our duty here is to first of all approve the twelve
Advisers and to also approve their remuneration to be as
that of a Minister of State. The Constitution did not even
give us the power to fix the salary. It is within the power
of the Revenue Mobilisation., Allocation and Fiscal
Commission to SO duo Whether the salary is two or three
naira, it is not within the power of this honourable House
to review. After all, our salaries and their salary is being
determined by the RevenueMobilisation.,Allocation and
Fiscal Commission. In view of that, may I still urge this
honourahle House !hat we should please allow the
country to move forward. This is a straightforward
thing.

0422~Ri"'forLegWatonI !

The President has already apologised r his mistakes
and he is now asking US to approve thi motion. So, I
urge this honourable House to pi see if we can
approve this motion so that we can m into action.
Our names are still in the good books t I the House is
performing. So, leI us carry on with . activity.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

(Applause)

Mr. Speaker: I will now put the qu 'on.

Question put and agreed to.

Resolved: Whereas the Presiden of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria has by a letter 0 5th July, 1999,
presented a request to this honourable ouse to approve
the number, remuneration and allo s of Special
Advisers pursnant to Section 151 of the 1999
Constitution, be it now resolved:

Mr. Speaker:
Adokiye.

(i) That approval is herebygiven
ofthe Federal RepublicofNi
Special Advisers to
performance of his functions;

(ii) That the Remuneration and
Special Advisers be the
Minister of State.

Mr. Speaker: We will go on to the

Pension Rights for the A,q:ofUl

Young-Harry

Hon. Young-Harry Adokiye (
Tom): Mr. Speaker, Sir, hon. M
beg to move that:

In view of the fact that the
of Government, that " the
Legislature, Executive a d the
Judiciary are aotonomons their
spheres of jurisdiction in all uine
democracies, and coDSiderin the fact
that services in the Executive the
Judiciary are pensionable, House
do set in motion necessary .nery
that will make the services
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Legislatures pensionable as is the case
with the two other arms of Government.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, so be it moved.

Mr. Speaker: Do I hear a Seconder to the Motion?

Hon. Adeyemi OluwoIe (Shomolu): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, hon. Members of this House, I rise to second the
Motion.

Hon. Young-Harry Adokiye: Mr. Speaker, Sir, hon.
Members of this House, I want us to recall that the first
thing in life, I think, is whatever asset you have gotten,
you must try to protect it first and then go on to acquire
more. The protection of the existing assets is far better
than acquiring more assets. Some of us are up to sixty-
fiveyears, some of us are up to fifty years, some of us are
up to forty years, and hereafter what would our lives be
like?

This thing affects every part of us in this National
Assemblythat is, Senators and Members of the House of
Representatives. We are talking about Anti-Corruption
Bill. If we are sore that we will protect onr lives after
this honourable gathering by knowing that we are
pensionable, we can rely on small stipends, then the
Anti-Corruption Bill should not come in because there
will be nothing like corruption. There will be no
anticipation of you going into the Iabonr market to look
for what to do after you havebeen caIleda Member of the
National Assembly.

On the other hand, on job protection you have the
confidence to do anything you want to do which
means you have to work harder if somebodypromises or
gives you the forum to take care of yonr life after the
National Assembly which is the highest law-making
body in any well organised democracy. Hon. Members,
I am not speaking for myself alone, I am only trying to
put things across to you that we have to carry onr fates in
our hands. Some of us might not come back after four
years. Some of us might want to run after four years
and if you are not coming back:after fonr years, what is
the guarantee that your life is fully protected? What is
the goarantee that if you see a Member who is coming
back after four years, the person will be ready to give you
whatever thing you want to do?

Please, hon. Members, I want us to consider this
Motion. Thank you.

[Pension Rigllts for Legislators] 0424

Hon. Austin Opara (port Harcourt II): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, Hon Members, I am supporting the Motion which is
on the Floor of this House. We recall that some
Members resigned to contest election as Han. Members
of this House and after four years, what happens?

Decree No. 32 of 1999 provides that former Heads of
States should be paid N350,OOO.00monthly. They are
entitled to three vehicles replaceable every four years.
They have free medical care within and outside the
country. They have 30 days vacation outside the country.
They have office accommodation at any location of their
choice. They also have free telephone services.

Their Deputies are entitled to N250,OOO.OOmonthly
after their tenure and we recall that some of the Heads of
Stale did not put in as much as four years that we are
expected to put in. After months as former Heads of
State, they are entitled to all these. We are not
competing with the former Heads of State but we are of
the view that Legislators' welfare hereafter, should be
taken into consideration. So, we are thinking probably
that the House Services Committee should be made to
look at the welfare of Members. That is why the Motion
is saying that this House do set in motion necessary
machinery that will make the services of Legislators
pensionable.

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: Hon, Members, I will take arguments
for the Motion, please.

Hon. sure Yari Gandi (Wurno/Raba): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, hon. members, I rise to speak in support of this
Motion based on the firm belief that the present
Legislature as we have it in this country is the first of its
kind in terms of being the most respectable, vibrant and
conscious Legislature we ever had to theyearoings of the
common man. (Applause)

This is the first time in the history of this country that
Legislators chose not to be parasites on the taxpayers
money of this country. We rejected the initial
accommodation that was to be provided by government
because we considered that as too expensive. We do not
want, as I had earlier said to be parasites on our
taxpayers' money. This is the first time you will see
Legislators living their lives in the commonest way.
When you come to Abuja you do not even take
cognisance of the fact that there are Legislators living
around Most of us chose to live in ghettos among those
that voted us to be here. Most of us have taken politics
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as a career and this is the perfect arena where we should
professionalise politics. We have taken this as a career
and we want to continue with it. We want to encowage
people to come and join the trend of politics. How do we
do it? We can only do this ifwe have an insured future;
ifwe have something to retire to. This is the practice in
other countries. Jfyou go to Germany, after serving in
the National Assembly for two WlJseCutiveterms, one is
entitled to pension for life. This is wIIat is also
obtainable in Fr.mce and other countries. We ueed to
have a system that will ensure and guarantee democracy
in Nigeria. How do we ensure and guarantee democracy
in Nigeria? This is the only way we can ensure and
guarantee democracy in Nigeria. We have to encomage
people to love and appreciate the beauty of democracy.
How is it done? We do it by making provision for all
these kinds oflilcilities that will attract people to see and
appreciate the beauty of democracy in all its
ramifications.

The pension as popooed by the Movers of this Motion
is a good omen, but perbap&,even some of our soldiers
will now decide to resign their commissions and become
professionalpolitic:ianssothatwhentheyfiDdthemselves
in this ParJiament as lawmaken, maybe after
distinguishing themselves during their tenure, they will
retire them with a ~ good pension to IiYewith their
family.

In this reg;ird, Iwould like to support this Motion.
Thank:you, Mr. Speaker.

Boa.F~ MM'_-d Law.. (BapaiI
Shanono): Mr. Speaker, Sir, bon. Members, in so far as
the Motion is 5 ';ng to be seat to the House Savice&
Committee to CODSider,I think we sbould support it. I
believe that there are quite a lilt of yey areas one of
which is the name and IIIlIrltwe have so fiIr made as &r
as the people of this countIy are conceruOO.We have so
far been seen as the only National AsseInbly that has
spent the lint one month without dwelling seriously.on
our welfare issues. Nigerians teDd to see lISas a House
that is more concerMd with those issues that aIrect the
lives of the common man in this countIy. IbeJieye we
should maintain that stanI:e and avoid di!iQ1SSingissues
on the Floor of the House which will pit us in a bad
light.

Mr. Speaker: I said I will tab: arguments for, bon.
Lawan.

BoaLa".•• : Mr. Speaker,Iamarguingfor. Whatthe
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Movers of the Motion are asking for is we send the
Motion to the House Services Commi to look at and
I support that view. The House Servi Comniittee can

. then quietly examine the pros and of this Motion
and tab: a position later for us. I will want us eogo
into the nitty-gritty of this Motion so Nigerians will
not see us as reneging on what we have far been doing
and discussing issues that simp1y our lives after
four yean. We have jail spent five in this H.."1USC.
Ithink we should avoid issues that will us in the kind
of light that we have seen happen to lWiIaton in the
past.

So, I support that we send the to the House
Savice& Conunittee to quietly look at' ad then make
a position later.

Thank:you.

BOIL Adama Abdu PaIIlIa (:A1b_GayalAjingi):
. ofinformationMr. Speaker, Sir, honMembers, my

is that as much as I am in support of . MGtioJl,Iam
looking at the constituIionaI pmrisiOJlIIj

The· 1999 Constitution at Section
1bIlows:

Any penon who Iuu held olfi
Vic.Preaident aholI be enti
life at a rate etpttvaJent to the 6tJlDry of
the i1lClllllbentPresident or Vi -President.

WttltdnetapCCt.Mr. Sf 'n, this is onlyplacein
the CooslUII'iM where the issue of public officers'
pension was mentioned and i•••• "'. b we would like
this issue to be·lIIlIlftMld or then it equally
I!IClIIIlIthat we have to iuneDdthe •. on beI:al'se
this is wIIatdie QmSlilIlU.,nprovides

Thank:you.

IIH. Sui AllalJabr Aliya (BaIlllual!Gutti"): Point of
. 0nIezl

Mr. SpeaIoer, Sir, my point of
Section 84(5) of die Co"Sljt"tion
Colleaguefor AblsulGayalAjingif1
(llonAdmtrvAIHiIl Panda). Iwish to
the same Constitution wllichgiwsthis
the power to deliberate on the .
permission, Iwill n:ad that Section

is in reIpIll:t of
out by my bon.

Constituency.
Section 173of
. House
. With your
says:

(1) Stlbjecl to the
Constihdion. the right of a
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service of the Federation to receive pension
or gratuity shall be regulated by law.

Already there is this Pension Act which is Cap. 324,
Laws of the Federation of Nigeria which had described
those who are entitled to pension.

So, as for the Motion, it has been moved to let the
House set a machineIy going on how the pensions can be
organised So,this Constitution has given this House the
power to make law in respect of the pension even if it
means making amendments to anything. It is not only
when the Constitution has to be amended but, maybe, the
Act that has been snbsisting in respect of pensions

Thank you.

Mr. Speaker: Thank you for that point of
information.

Hon. Joseph Bahatunde Lakoju (AkolroEast): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, hon. Members of the House, my
contribution here is going to be quite brief.

The issue is how do we continue to guar.mtee that we
could attract very qualitative minds into the National
Assembly. One way, I think, is to ensure that the career,
after we finish from here, is also couducive. We cannot
bring qualitative people lilrewe have here now and after
four years they go back to the streets. I think, Hon.
Speaker, and aspected Members, it is important that we
think of this and in supporting the Motion to ensure that
Nigeriacontinuetoattractveryqualitativemindsintothe
National Assemblysothatthepro<:eSSoflaw making will
be highly qualitative.

So, I snpport this Motion

Mr. Speaker: I will now take arguments against the
Motion, Please.

Hon. Mercy AImona IIei (NdokwaIUkwuani): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, in arguing against this Molion, I want to
say that among us here we have some pensioners. In
poblic service, after spellding five years you are entitled
to gratuity; after ten years you are entitled to pension. I
wonder how after spending only fuur years you want to
start asking for pension. (Applauaf!) It is not justifiable.
The only thing you may do is to, maybe, ask for a
number of years but it is not possible for us to have
people who will keep coming to the 1egislalure for the
number of, maybe, ten years or above.
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What we are saying is that, anybody who 0 wants to ask
for pension should be a legislator for, maybe, ten years
and above, nlherwise, we will have three quarters of
Nigerian receiving pension for serving fuur years only.

Thank you. VlpplQUSr!)

Bon. Dauda Glirba Bndof (BogorolDassilTafawa
Balewa): Mr. Speaker, Sir, hon. Members I stand to
speak against the Molion. I think the Motion even
though it looks so beautiful to us, did not come at the
right time. We are the ll:piesentatives of the people and
we are aware of the sufferings of the people at home;
what imptessioo. are we giving them if we are ta1king
about our pension now? People are expecting us to start
ta1king about their welfare; to start talking about
programmes that will alleviate their sufferings and now
when we are ta1kingabout ourselves, what signals are we
sending to them?

So, Mr. Speaker, in order to minimise the pressure on
our already dislreSSedeconomy, we should have a re-
think about this Motion. Already our economy is in
shambles. If now we start talking about our pensions,
and after us another 360 people will come and they may,

o perhaps, be gelling the same pension and before you
know it a lot of Nigerians will be gelling pensions and
that is going to lay undue pressure on our already
distressed eoonomy.

Thank you very much.

Bon. Dada BuMri (Akoko North-EastINort-West):
Mr. Speaker, Sir, I was going to speak in favour but I did
not catch the Speaker's eye all the time.

Several Bon. Members: No! no!

Boa Dada BuMri: Well, my being against may look
somehow lilrebeing for. (Laughter)

Mr. Speaker: No, I said, I want arguments against the
Motion 0

Hell. DlHIll BuMri: Then I havean~ which
is that Motions are mere intentions. Whatever, we
discuss here eVCiHfthequestion is put and we say ~ or
nay, the operational words here are that this HOIJSe do set
in motion necessary machinery that will moke the
services of legis/otors pensionoble. These are the
operatiOnalwords here and it is this area that we have to
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concentrate on. I want to say that this House do pass the
Motion and send it to the appioptiate Committee.

HODJ.'afana D,,_'''' (ShcndamIMikaDg Quaan-
Pan): Mr. Speaker, Sir, hon. Members right now, we
still have the issue of minimum wage as crisis where
most State Governments cannot pay. Now, we are
iIltroducing something that will be a further burden on
the Nigerian State. I think, even if this Motion should be
discusIred, fust and fuIemooI, all of us ben: should sit
together and see how we can make the machinery of
State more prodnclive before we talk of pension for
ourselves. At this point in time, if we are talking of
pensiODtOrOlUlll:M:sand not ofhow the conntry is going
to move forward, how the conntry will be a producing
nation instead of aconsumer nation. I think: we are oat of
place.

Thank yon.

Hon. ~ '"-d Samari (J\jaokuta): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, Members I do not want to take mw:hofthis
boiaNIable House's time. If I may suggest to this
hoDoUJab1eHouse instead of _"'ft" for . at this, ---- , peDSlOIl
early stage, we should ask for more privileges to the
Members and other beoi:filS so that at the end of our
1emm::we should be able to Iiw a wmfudable life.

Thank you.

Hoa. MndaI1IIru Husain (Oshodi-Isolo): Mr.
Speaker, Sir, (lnJe""ptiona)

Mr. Spcaker: Order, pleasel Hon. Members, one of
our bon. Colleagues is spealdng Can we remain in
silence, please?

Ilea. Husain: Thank you,' Mr. Speaker. I am
disappointed with what we have done so far. Nigerian
people need more assiQt!<x: - how they are going to have
three square mea1s a day. They have the prob1ems of
Electricity, Education and I see DO reason why some
people are agitating for their pension. So, I mge this
honourab1e House to please do something about how we
can alleviate the problems of our people. We should
please keep this question of pension aside.

Thank yon.

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Young-Hally, do you have any
reaction to any of the speeches made?
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Hon. Young-Harry Adokiye: Mr. S , Sir, hon.
Members, I am up again, not to wnl'wi: you and not to
convince you into doing what you do want to do.
However, I want you to remember that, you must have
read through this Motion. it is only se something in
motion and it wnId be on fur one year, years or three
years and it wnId even be today. If I right and you
heard me pioperly, gentlemen and ladi of this House,
it is our welfare. N13,SOO to . Servants -
(lnte""ptions)

Mr. Speaker: Order, please!

Hoa. Adokiye: Mr. Speaker, Sir'l hatever is the
decision taken by this House today, I will abide by it.

I

I
Thank: you. (Applause)

Question put and negatived.

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, .

MA1TI!R OF URGENT PUBLIC RTANCE

Ilea. IJU Sai_ '): I have point
of Order, Mr. Speaker. I

Mr. Speaker: What Order, please? I

Hoa. Sua: The point ofOrder~!I:jt~is Order
40 - Matters of Urgent Public 1m . As we are
sitting here in this honourable H Petrol Tanker
Drivers across the nation are on strike .th eIfect from
today. I am sure that in the next few we may not
havepetrolinFi1IingStationsallover country. Ifeel
it is very important to bring this to notice of the
House so that the House can take ur action to avert
the situation. We all know about problem of
petroleum shortages in this conntry.

of the office of
two weeks ago

the Kana State
between one
two Tanker

Drivers and at the end of the day, the .ty men sealed
off the Petrol Tanker Drivers' office in Kana. The
Drivers issued u1timatum to the nt about a
week ago, that their office in Kana d be re-opened
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if the government failed to do that, by today, all the
Patrol Tanker Drivers working day and night at the 22
Depots we have in this COUDIJy, transporting petrol to all
Filling Stations will embark on strike today.

Mr. Speaker: Hon. MCIIIbers. based on 0nIer 40(2),
is it the wish of this Hornoethat this matter be discussed?

Question put and agreed to.

Resolved: That the House do discuss the issue of
Strike by Petrol Tanker Drivers, pursuant to order 40(2)
of the Rules of the House of Representatives.

Mr. Speaker: You can proceed, please.

Bon. Saidu: Thank you, Mr. Speaker and hon.
Members. As a result of that office that has been sealed
off over two weeks ago, the Natimmi Headquarters of the
Petrol Tanker Drivers, NUPENG, iBsned to all their
members at the 22 Depots we ha\Ie in the COUDIJy and
they have embarked on strike today. Ipersonally visited
the Depot we have in Suk-Ja. serviDg Abuja and environs.
they have not brought even one Tanker ofPelrol today to
Abuja and all the States around Ahuja. Iwill, thetefOle,
want to call on boa Members to lake urgeut ac:tion 10
that we will be able to aw:rt this situation, either by way
of setting up a Committee or asIdDg the Committee on
Petroleum to lake up this issue with the appiOjAiate Arm
of the Government to look into it

BOIL Nwajialta Clmkw ka (Ehime
MbancIlhiteuboma/OxJwo): Mr. Speaker, Sir, bon.
MCIIIbers. the matter that has just been raised is of a very
urgent national impottan.:e and it bebows on this
honourable House to, in the abIIeDc:eof ad-Iwc measOres,
please, refer this matter immOOjate\y to the Petroleum
Committee of this House. In doing that, I do not kn(lw
what the CODSInIintsof the Hon. Speaker might be, but I
would advise that this Committee be inaugurated
immOOiately and this matter be given to it as a specia1
assi~. Let thetn go into the matter as .pddy as
possible because apart from solving it on a day-to-day
basis, there should be a provision within their working
arrangement to find a lasting solution to the inressant
industrial measures being canied out by a separate arm
in the Petroleum induslIy. So, if this matter is refened
to them, it should, I believe, begin a ftJ1Idamental
groundwod< towanIs solving a bigger problem at the end
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of the day. So the sooner we can refer this to thetn and
the sooner they can be inaugurated, the better for us all.

Thank you very much.

Mr. Speaker: Any comments from this side?

Bon. Ekwe U. Igweltailre (AnarilAwagulQji River):
Mr Speaker, Sir, bon. Members.I want to inform Mr.
Speaker that the matter cannot be resolved by the
Petrolenm Committee. It is a Trade Union crisis, it
should be refened to the Labour Committee.

Thank you.

Mr. Speaker: Thank you for your information. Hon.
Ahdllllabi, please.

Boa. Abdullahi A. Gamel (Gumel/Maigatari
SulelankwaIGagarawa): Mr. Speaker, Sir, hon,
Members. this matter of fuel crisis is very important and
this is a matter which has been mmjmJOOSly recurring.
Mr. Speaker, Sir, hon. Colleagues, Ithink we should be
decisive in tdIing this matter, but, fiJlIt of all, we have
to refer it to the Labour Committee in c:onjunclion with
the Pettoleum Qtmmittee so that they can come out with
aJlOSitimforthis Housetodl_ the issue ooce and for
alI. The probIe:m we are facing, boo. Members is that a
lot of people are making a lot of money on this fuel
crisis.

These are people who are not ready to give up. They
will fight to remain relevant so as to continue to be
making money from the crisis. So, any time little fuel
crisis that occurs, people will capitalise on it and thereby
encourage the various Union to go on strike. Ithink after
the various Committoes might "have given \IS their
position paper we have to sit down to decide and lake a
firm resolntimI OIl this.

Thank you very much.

B_ Zakarie A. MaIherIte (BnrUb): Mr. Speaker,
Sir, bon. Meiubas of this buDoctnIbIe House, let me
regiIter first and futemost my ~ that we are
beginning to be very sensitive. to issues that affect this
great Nation, especially the ordinary man. I wish to doff
my hat to you for this great virtue that ODeis beginning
to see.

I am entirely in support of the filet that the time is ripe
for us to tty and tadde this problem ooce and for all. I
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bet it is goiDg to be quite rough, but I do believe that
this honourable House, 1luough its Committees (that is
the joiDt Committees on Labour and ~eum) WOItilIg
haDd in baad, may ~ be able to get over this
problem. In doing so, may I urge the Memben of that
Committee to fish out every Decree and Ad, to fish out
whether it was Ptesick:u1W cIitectiw that issued at one
Slap or die otber in n:spea of this parlicuJar prublein SO
that die prl&n will be beUer UDihlltWd by this
hoilOUlable Houle and _will not intidun: &0 ehasiDgoc
tIyiDg to apply some lire lxipde """cach. The issue of
petroleum product availability eIfec:tive dislribution
which unfurtuoatdy have not been the case are of vital
impo11aDcc to die gmwlh of this Nalioa

I will, tbeadbie, urge that die t1IIo O-iliidlllleS that
are diIeclly involved should &0 ahead with their duties in
respect of this ~ issue. They should iDaugurate
them today aad tbey should be gMm this assignment In
addition, Sir,Mr. Sp:aker, I thiDkitisproperthat OIlany
issue wbich loucbes on die .,diuk4ids of this Dation, as
soon as it is bivughllO die IaIowIed!le or notice of this
House, die House should also draw the alteDtion of the
Press to it. In this parlicuIar i!!!!hmQe,I am sugrling
that we should not wait. Lelthis House decide that die
Press should COIlYe)' its c:onc:emto die ~ public as
well as 10lhoae that are iIMIMd in thisdispR, that this
House urgelhan IOplaseRlllJlllCwoIkwhilstdle proper
attention will be gMm to die issue, with a view to
resolving it ODaland for all.

I bc:g. lheac:fwc, 10say to this t.owmable House that a
vety urput step Deeds to be lakm in cmlerto awid any
furtber spftCriDfll' oldie onIinaJyman OIl die _ oc in
die mnote places.

1'hImIt}lllJ, Mr. SpeaIrer.

Mr. SPIl' er. I will nqucst die Moves 01this Maller
of Urgent Public Impoila&e tojJRIpiiC his MDlioa and
submit it to the Chairman, Rules and Business
Qunmil1ee sothatit can be on die Order PaperlOlllorlow
so that we can take it up. Do yua UiIIk:nbuId?

IIoL Aderaai Ajayi J. (Ekiti South ll): Point 01
Order, Mr. Sp:alrerl
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Mr. Speaker: What point of Order"

Boa. Aderaai Ajayi J: 1 would to tcieryGll·to
Order 16; I want us to n:ad it in ClOIljuDl~ with Qder
IS. I would wanl to draw tlIe atteati .of the 'Whole
House to die statement coutailllld the Prmch
Newspaper ofSuuda)', 4th July, 1999; 34.

The statement was c:mIited to die fiIl1_

die IaIt c1j.. C"" AlJu9iW8da1 ':rPe:::=
National ~ of corrupcion. If,.
lwish to n:ad the affected portion: It

So far,. tile lJCIjom of National A
_exlmt, pt'tIVedtII8t tIrq_ con.
collectwI-" os brirrgalkged to e..
tmd SC1'UMtI Ministers. I challenge an
onenception to_byKoran or tile
case may be, that tIrqdid _ collect
1IIlIfniallndecmtto ekCt offtt%17ofdIJPSmrb.
ckt1l'Mini8terlal """';neu. ' '

At this period that Mr. PraideDt has to USAnti·
Corruption Bill, this House s' be ii:en
(1n/emlptiom) ,

IIoL N•••• 1rabor (lIaI North South): Mr.
SpeaIrer Sir. I have a point ofOnJar.

Mr. Speaker: What Point of Order?

IIoL N•••• Irabor: The hon, M . I cited OilIer
DllDlbeai16aad IS. Ifyoun:ad IS~:tt~the::OPDIJl\IIint

. lie is IIIlIkiD&does not inIijDp \lIlthe . , . J iIli DOl
kDow what point he is driviDgat. Is it· Ordec 111or

, . , .,. _ I

what is he ewn oompI.iJdng abo\Jl: . is a bee
aJUDIly. ~ like AIIIaji ""ada Nas' . say~
they lib about die Houle.

SewenI •••. Mznta,; 'Nol No!

Mr. Spn,rcr: Hon. Members, J belipe that we, ate
hoilOUIabie ~ Hon. Ndoka •you havothe
Floor, please.

IIoL N•••• "IraJIar. Mr.!lJi ,cr.
IS?

B_ Iiddis Apda (Et1rillpe): Mr.·lIfIlIa. J ~ a
point of Order and that is 0nIcr 52, 2, with yuar
pCjildssion, J n:ad:
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When the question of order has been stated, the
member whoraised it shall resume his seat, and no other
Member who except with the leave of the Speaker or
Chairman has decided the question, after which the
Member who was addressing the House or Committee at
the time the question was raised shall be entitled to
proceed with his speech giving effect to the ru/ingfrom
the Chair.

It is you, Mr. Speaker, that will inteJpret what they are
raising on point of Order and not any other person.
Thank you, Sir.

Hon. Aderemi Ajayi: Mr. Speaker, Sir, as I was
saying, during this time when the Bill on Corruption has
been sent to this honourable House, I think it is better for
us to porge ourselves of accusation of corruption. This is
because if the Bill is passed eventually, people will not
regard the Bill as something very important if any
accusation has been made against us and we fail to
respond or to ask the person who made that statement to
come and substantiate it.

To this extent, Mr. Speaker, I wish to refer us to
Section 89, Section l(c) of the Constitution, which has
given this honourable House the authority to summon
anybody in Nigeria. I am now moving that this matter be
referred to the Ethics and Privilege Committee to invite
both the Editor of that paper the Punch and Alhaji Wada
Nas to come and subslantiate the statement.

Thank yon. (Applause)

Hon. Nduka Irabor: Mr. Speaker Sir, at this point, I
think it is very expedient that I refer you to Order 18,
again. The complaint and the request made by my hon.
Colleague does not relate to what Order 18 speaks about.
We cannot abuse the privilege that this House confers on
us to SUJIII110Il or to call upon any Editor of Newspapers
of Nigeria for that matter that says or accuses us of any
matter. There is noprivilege abused. So, on this ground,
this matter should not be entertained. Tbere is no
privilege abused, the man has simpIy expressed an
opinion.

Several bon. Memben: No.

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, I want to pot a question
that this matter be referred to the Ethics and Privilege
Committee to take action on it.

Question put and agreed to.

[~J 0436

Resolved: That the matter be Jefellecl to the Ethics
and Privilege Committee to take action C!Il the rqlOrt in
the Punch Newspaper of 410 July, 1999.

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, after this Session, yon
should please come back after 15 to 20 minntes so that
we can inangorate the other Standing Committees of this
honourable HO\lSC.This will be doDe in the Committee of
the Whole House. In the meantime, I call on Hon.
Agbeotu to move that this House do acijourn till
tomorrow, at 10.00 3.1n.,please.

ADJOURNMENT

Hon. E. E. Agbeotu (Burulu) : Mr. Speaker, Sir, I
move that this House do stand 8lijoumed till tomorrow at
10.OOa.m.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, inasmuch I move this Motion for
Adjournment, permit me to speak on a Matter of Urgent
Public Importance.

Last week Thursday, on the 1st of July, 1999, I was
called by the people of my Constituency along with other
hon. Members in the persons of:

1. Hon. Emmannel A Aguariavwodo
n'jl1esen!i11gUgheUiWestIUgheUi SouthIUdu;

2. Hon. Clement Adie Jepiesentillg SagbamaI
Egberemor;

3. Hon. Michael T. Epengule representing
Yenagoa/KlOpokuma; and

4. Bon. Cln'budomNwuche, the I>epulJ'Speaker of
this House.

At the meeting, we were told that irate yonths drawn
from Akwa!born, CrossRiver, Rivers, Bayelsa andDelta
States had hijacked a Bristol Helicopler at Enwen in
Rivers State to Okoloba in Delta State and two
expatriates, the Pilot and the Engineer, were
subsequently kidnapped.

Mr. Speaker, Sir, acconting1ywe nolified the Speaker
of the House and left for Okoloba in Delta State. As we
gnt there, we went straight to Okoloba. a village in
Bomadi Local Government Area of Delta State. As you
know, we went through the rivers and got to the place in
the night. Visibly, Sir, we saw all the youlhs drawn from
these States I have just enumerated a while ago. We
engaged theuJ in a discussion. They told us that inas-
much llSthey believe that the neglect of the Niger Delta
area by the Oil Companies and the Federal Government
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is still continuing, they have had cause to embark on
whatever programme they have, They believe that a lot
of them have been killed by the Federal Military might
and in that manner, they decided to hijack the helicopter
and the expatriates,

While this was going on, there were confirmed reports,
even now that I am speaking, that the object and the
people are still being held hostage,

In another instance, some youths from unidentified
places went to Ughelli town in Delta State to kidoap two
other expatriates and they have been taken to an
unknown destination, While this is happening, uther
ones that were goiog to Bayelsa State at the place called
Oloibiri to assess damages caused by oil spillages, io
order that owners be compensated, were subsequently
kidoapped. The boys are currently demandiog for thirty
million Naira,

B •••••Sani Abubakar A1iyu (BaburaI Garki): Poiot of
Order, Mr. Speaker, It is Order 40 (3) which says: Not
more than one such motion may be taken at the same
time, This is a Matter ofUrgeut Public Importance. We
had already taken one and that is that of Petrol Tankers
Drivers' strike at this Sitting, Now, he is briogiog
another Matter ofUrgent Public Importance and the Rule
says:

Mr. Speaker: This is a Motion for Alljournmenl The
other one was a Matter of PobIic Importance, You may
proceed, Hon Agbeotu.

Bon. AgbeoIu: Thankyou, Mr, Speaker. After getting
that information from the youths, we proceeded to see
Shell because the Bristol Helicopter hijacked and the two
expatriates that were particularly kidnapped at Okoloba
were worldng for Shell Petroleum .Development
Company (Nigeria) Limited We engaged them in a
discussion. They told us that their position stands; that
they cannot pay a ransom neither can they discuss or
negotiate a ransom.

We went ioto this matter starting from Thursday last
week until yesterday, We went to the peOple about three
times anddiscussed with Shell about three times, nothing
came out of it The bottom-line of what is happening, as
we guess io our deh'beraticn, is that the youths, not
minding the amonnt they are caBing, seem to have
various other demands We understand from oIlt
findings that they want all the expatriates io Oil
Companies or whatever not to go to their liWll Iaiulto

exploit any oil material. In tbat mann all of us know
that the oil industry has the whole ceon y ofthis nation

, and we cannot allow that to happen con inuously.

I, therefore, move that this House, by r permission,
should please speak on this and ur e the Federal
Government to subsequently go into mailer and
address it as appropriately as possible,

Thank you, Sir,

Mr. Speaker: Could you second e Motion for
Alljournment, please?

Bon. Emmanuel E. Aguaria 0 (Ugh.eJli
NorthIUghelli SouthIUdu): Mr. S , Sir,' in
secondiog the Motion for Adjournme , I will like 10
ioform this honourable House that what said is a very
serious situation, We have a situatiowhere, at this
particular poiot io time, about a hun armed youths
with sophisticated weapons are holdio this Helicopter
and the expatriates, one is an American' the other an
Australian, The nationalities of the otbc ones we do not
know and when we saw these expatriates rday, their
health was seriously deterioratiog, If expatriates
should die, this may snowtlalIioto . g else. So, I
would pray that this House should get Ived, advise
the Federal Government to go with and let us
determioe whetiler we can settle this r peacefully,
We have heard the demands of the yo but Iam sure
that, if we go back with good intentions these issues
they are taJking about are addressed and 'on taken, the
issues will be resolved.

So,I hereby second the Motion, for ~jqwnmenl
Thank you.

Mr. Spaker: There will be a
Members from Katsina State ' .
sitting, The venue is Committee Room

Hon, Members will please reconvene
for the inaugu,ration of the Committee, 1

Thank you very much,

Question put and agreed to,

Resowed: That this honourable
adjourned till 1llInOR'ow, Wednesday,
10.ooa.1O.

The House adjOlll7led accordingly at
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