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1. The House met at 11.23 a.rn. Mr Speaker read the Prayers.

2. Votes and Proceedings
Mr Speaker announced that he had examined and approved the Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday,
21 June. 2016.

The Votes and Proceedings was adopted bv unanimous consent,

3. Announcements
Visitors ill the Gallery:
Mr Speaker recognized the presence of the following visitors:

(i) Staff and Students of Redeemer Tcap International School, Garki II, Abuja;

(ii) Members of National Association of Public Administration Students (NAPAS), Department
of Public Administration, Kaduua Polytechnic, Kaduna State;

(iii) Students of the Department of Political Science and Administration, Adarnawa State
University. Mubi: and

(i-v) Staff and Students of Privilege and Peace International School, Apiawoyi, Nasarawa State.

4. Petition
A petition from Ashiegbu Desmond on his inhuman treatment and dismissal from the Nigeria Police,
was presented and laid by l lon. Goodluck Nana Opiah (O/zajil/:'gbe11laIOguta Federal Constituency).

Petition referred to {he Committee Oil Public Petitions.

5. Matter of Urgent Public Importance (Standing Order VIII, Rule 46)
Concern over Ban OIl Exportation of Dried Beans to European Countries from Nigeria by
European Union:
lion. Ferdinand Dozie Nwaukwo (AIl(lochaINjikokal/Jullukojia Federal Constituencyi introduced the.
matter and prayed the House to:

(0) consider and approve the matter as one of urgent puhlic importance: and
" .. .* '1".
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(b) suspend Order V II L Rules 46 (3) and 49 to allow debate on the matter forthwith.

Question that the uuuter be considered as 0I1l:' of urgent JJIII}lie imp0rlol/ce- Agreed 10.

Question that the /lOIISl:' do SIlSPl:'IUI Order VI/f, Rules 46 (3) and 49 to enable if debate Till:' matter

[orthwith ~. Agreed to.

Concern over Ban on Exportation of Dried Beans to European Countries from :\'~geria by

European Union:

The House:

NOll:'S that in June 2015, the European Union banned importation of dried beans into European
Countries from Nigeria on the ground that the produce contained high level of pesticide considered

hazardous to human health;

Also IIOTes that tile ban was to last till 30th June, 2016 to allow Nigerian authorities time to provide
an export control plan and assurance that the beans exported to the EU comply with the EU-Minimal

Risk Levels Ior l Iazardous Substances:

/I\\'u/"e that the House, after cOllsidcring motion by lion. Jerry Alagboso. mandated till' C0ll11111tteeS
on Couuucrcv .. uiu /\yJlcullUrc to liaISe witl: rclnalll staheiluiLJers III wor}; on reSU!\lllg the Issues
aild CUilCl'r!lS Lil'-l'li h) the LL lood. Safety Autllurity t() lift tile han:

Also (1\\(/11' [il~\l ',l.'\ er.tI relevant agencies of guvl'rJlll1eJlt including Standard Organil<ltioJ1 of Nigeria.
'\;\1 DA(' and ll'lkral ~v1iJ1istry of Industry, lradc and lnvcsuucnt claillll'd to be collaborating with
each other III res(ll\t~ the issue before close of the dcadline~

Concerned about recent several newspaper publications where the Coordinating Director of the
Nigcria Agricultural Quarantine Service, Vincent lscgbc said that the EU has extended till: ban on
illlpl)]"tation of dried beans from Nigeria into EU for 3 years;

A/so concerned that the publication alleged that the reason for the extension of the ban is that Nigeria
did not do cnougl: to lift the ban during the period of suspension~

Worried about the dkct of the extended han of dried beans export on our eC0J10lllY· especially as the
current administration is focused on diversifying the economy through export of agricultural

products:

Also worries! about how safe the dried beans and other foodstuff consullied within the country arc for

human consumpt ion:

Resolves to:

Mandate the Committees on Agriculture, Commerce.
report back tl) the House within two weeks
It l/{/Ocha/lVji /-:.okti/f)uJlu/-:.u/io Federa I Const if uencvs.

and Industry to investigate the matter and
U lou. Ferdillolld f)()~.il:' Nwankwo

f)ebaTe.

Question {{(!,rCI'ti !I)
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The Ilouse:

Noted that in June 2015, the European Union. banned. importation of dried beans into European
Countries from Nigeria on the ground that the produce contained high level of pesticide considered
hazardous to human health:

A/so noted that the ban was to last till 30th June, 2016 to allow Nigerian authorities time to provide
an export control plan and assurance that the beans exported to the ElJ comply with the ElJ-Minimal
Risk Levels for Hazardous Substances:

Alva/"(' that the House, after considering motion by lion. Jerry Alagboso , mandated the Committees
Oil Commerce. and Agriculture to liaise with relevant stakeholders to work on resolving the issues
and concerns raised by the ElJ Food. Safety Authority to lift the ban:

A/so {/II'{/r(' that several relevant agencies of government including Standard Organization of Nigeria,
Ntd'f)AC and Federal Ministry of Industry, Trade and Investment claimed to be collaborating with
each other to resolve the issue before close of the deadline:

Concerned about recent several newspaper publications where the Coordinating Director of the
Nigeria Agricultural Quarantine Service, Vincent lscgbc said that the E lJ has extended the ban on
importation of dried beans from Nigeria into ElJ for 3 years;

Also concerned that the publication alleged that the reason for the extension of the ban is that Nigeria
did not do enough to lift the ban during the period of suspension:

worried about the effect of the extended ban of dried beans export on our economy, especially as the
current udminisrration is focused on diversifying the economy through export of agricultural
products;

/11.\0 worried about how safe the dried beans and other foodstuff consumed within the country are for
luuuan consumption:

Resolved 1(1'

Mandate the Committees on Agriculture. Commerce, and Industry to investigate the matter and
report back to the House within two weeks (HR. 22/2016).

Motion referred 10 the COII/II/illee Oil Agricultural Production and Services.

6. Privilege (Order VI, Rule 20)
Rising on Order VI. Rule 20, lion. Aliyu Sani Madak i (Do/a Federal Constituencvi recalled the
I louse Resolution of Tuesday, 15 December, 2015, wherein the Committees on Foreign A flairs, and
Special Duties were mandated to carry out a holistic investigation into the activities of Ilajj
Commission of Nigeria as it relates to lIajj and lJ mrah operations with particular reference to 2015
Hajj, g iVillg details of the parties involved in the M ina stamped. lie observed with regrets that several
months after the Resolution the concerned Commiuccs have not done any tangible work on the
assignment. I lc noted that the apparent inaction of the Committees constitutes a breach of the
privilege of the House and therefore appealed to the lion. Speaker to invoke Order XVII. Rule 109
(il') (g) by discharging the Committees of the referral, having regards to the fact that preparation for
the 2016 Hajj has begun. lit: also appealed to the House to find alternative ways of averting the
tragedy that marred the 2015 lIajj operation.

Mt Speaker IIO/ed the observation o] 1/011. AliYII Mtulaki tuul ruled that if would be appropriate to
constitute {/II Ad hoc Committee 10 deal with the matter. lie therefore discharged the Conunittees o]
the referral and directed Ilia I (III Ad-hoc Conunittee should work Oil the "[(WeI' and report back within
4 weeks.
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Ad-/IOC Committee to Investigate the Role of National Hujj Commission of Nigeria (NIH/CON) ill
the operation ojIlajj and Umrah especially 201Soperatioll vis-a-vis the Stampede at Mina:
Mr Speaker named the Members of the Ad-hoc Committee as follows:
(1) Hon. Abdullahi Ibrahim Kemba Chairman
(2) Hon. Mojeed Alabi Member
(3) Hon. Chika Adamu Member
(4) Bon. Muktar Aliyu Betara Member
(5) Hon. lduma lgariwey Enwo Member
(6) Hem. Aliyu Madaki Member
(7) Hon. assai Nicholas assai Member
(8) Hem. Shadimu Mutiu • Member
(9) Hon. Balarabe Salame Member

7. Presentation of Report
Ad-hoc Committee Oil Deregulation of the Petroleum Downstream Sector ill Nigeria:
Motion made and Question proposed,"That the House do receive the Report of the Ad-hoc
Committee on the Deregulation of the Petroleum Downstream Sector in Nigeria (HR. 166/2(16)"
(11011. A lhassau Ado Garbo ~. Doguwa/Tudun W{/(ill Federal Constituen rv ).

Agreed to.

Report laid.

8. A Bill for an Act to Establish the Nigerian Indcpendent Warchousc Rcgulatory AgcnC}'; and for
Other Related Matters (liB. 116) - Second Reading
Motion made and Question proposed, "That a Bill for an Act to Establish the Nigerian Independent
Warehouse Regulatory Agency; and for Other Related Matters (liB. 116) be now read a Second
Time" (1/011. Ossai Nicholas Ossai - Ndokwa East/Ndokwa WestlUkwllwzi Federal Constituencv),

Debate.

Question thtu the Bill be read a Second Time - Agreed to.

Bi II read The Second Time.

Bill referred to the Committee Oil Capital Market and Institutions.

9. A Bill for an Act to Provide for the Prevention, Trcatmcnt and Control or Canccr; a Bill for
an Act to Establish a National Cancer Institute to he the Nation's Principal Agency for Cancer
Research, to Coordinatc a National Research programmc on Cancer Causes, Prevention,
Detection, Diagnosis and Treatment Through Various Research Projects and Clinical Trials;
a Bill for an Act to Provide for thc Establishmcnt of the National Centre for Cancer Research
and Trcatmcnt; and a Bill for an Act to Provide for the Establishmcnt of thc National Agency
for the Prevention and Control of Cancer (HBs 462, 463, 464 and 497) - Second Reading
Motion made and Question proposed, "That a Bill for an Act to Provide for the Prevention,
Treatment and Control of Cancer: a Bill for an Act to Establish a National Cancer Institute to be the
Nation's Principal Agency for Canter Research, to Coordinate a National Research Programme on
Cancer Causes, Prevention, Detection, Diagnosis and Treatment Through Various Research Projects
and Clinical Trials: a Bill for an Att to Provide for the Establishment of the National Centre for
Cancer Research and Treatment: and a Bill for an Act to Provide for the Establishment of the
National Agency for the Prevention and Control of Cancer (IIBs 462,463, 4q4 and 4(7) be now read
a Second Time" tHon. Karimi Steve Suudav - Yagba East/Yagba WestlMopal7luro Federal

Constituency and 3 othersi.

Debate,
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Qucstiou 111l1I 111(' Bill b« rctu! a Second Tint«

8ill rUI(/III£' Second Fill/£'.

Bill rc/£'rred to tlu: Conuniu ecs Oil ilea/Iii Institutions, and l lealtluar« Services.

iO. A Bill I'm' an Al't to Regulate Community Service for Offenders ill certain cases, to Require a
Pl'I'SOIlConvicted of a :\ilinm' Offence, with the consent of the offender, to perform Community
Service in lieu of Imprisomneut; and to Provide for Other Related :\laUl'I's (liB. 488) - Second
Reading
Motion 11/(/(/1' and Question proposed, "That a Bill for all Act to Regulate Communitv Sen ice for
Offenders in certain cases. to Require a Person Convicted of a Minor Offence. with the COII~e11lor
the offender. to perform Conununity Service ill lieu of Imprisonmcut: and to Provide I'm Other
Related Matters (II B. 488) he now read a Second Time" (11011. l lcnrv Nwusvuba -- ,\JI/Juiw/ill/.;edum
Federal Constinicncvv,

De/wle.

Question tha! the ltilt be read a SCCOII(/ Time Agreed 10.

Bil! F('(Jt/ th« ."i('('(J/Id Tintc.

Bill reFerred to lite Conuniue« Oil Interior,

II. A Bill for an Act to Provide i'OI' the Protection of tluman Rights Ontine, to Protect Internet
L'sers in Xigeria Irum Iufriugement of their Fundamental Freedoms and to Guarantee
Application of Human Rights for l 'sers of Digital Platforms; and for Other Related Mutters
(liB. 490) - Second Heading
Motion made and Question proposed, "That ,i Bill for an Act to Provide for the Protection of Human
Rights Online. tu Protcct luteruct Users ill Nigeria Irum lntringcmcm olthcir lundarucntal Freedoms
and to Guarantee Application of Iluman Rights for Users of Digital Platforms: and for Other Related
M alters (/I B. 4l)()) he now read a Second Tillie" (/1011. Chukwueutek« Uj{/II/ tVk({/1I/ 1:'(fsl!Nklillll
West Federal Coust uucncvi.

De/Jme.

Question that th« Bill be read II Second 'fI'lI/e~- Agreed 10.

Bill rccu! II,e Second Time

Bill re/£'ITed /(I IIII' Committees 0/1 1/III11l1/1 Rig Ills , aud Tcteconnnunicauons.

12. l'I'gl'nl Xeed to San' the Souls of People of Ife Ccntrul Local GOVl'ntIllcnl An'a of OSUII State
Irom the Devastating El'fl'cts of Gully Erosion
Motion ttuuk: and QIIC.\1ioll proposed:

The II ou sc:

NOles that Ifc Central Local Government consists of many communities. amongst which is Oni-Ilare
Lim: I Community which is inhabited by about 60,000 people:

Illl'ore that Sabo/Fajuyi/Ilcsa Road is a Federal Road that was constructed without proper drainage
facilities, thus leading to serious occurrence of gully erosion which constitutes serious danger to the
lives and properties of the people:
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Concerned that the gully erosion has separated one Community from the other leading to
disilll~grarion and inability to effectively carry out conunercial transactiuns. including impcdimcn:
10 \ chicular movements as well as the collapse of schools. houses. shops a III I fences:

.'1/.10 concerned that 110 positive step has been taken (0 stop the devastation caused hv the gully
. eros ion which started more than ten years ago:

Beticv«: ih.u iminccliatc action needs to he taken to avoid further loss of livcx .uu.l destruction of
properties:

/?eStJ/H'S to .

Urge the Federal Ministry of l.nvironmcnt and the Federal Road Maintenance Agency (lTRMA) to
construct proper drainage system along Sa])u/I'ajuyilllesa Road and also to create channel for water
flow from llarc. Sabo. C()II~g~. I'aju) 1. l lczek iah Oluwasanmi Road in lie-Ill: to the canal behind
Obatcmi Awulowo University Teaching Hospital. l lc-Ilc , Osun Suuc il lon. Alben Abiodnt: Adeogun
-: I/i> Ceutral/l]« 1:'lISf/l/i' Norttul]« South lederal Constituencvv.

Quest ion lIg reed to.

(fiR. 2312(16).

Motion re(erred to rile Couuniucc Oil liuvirontuent and l ktbiutt , pursuant to Order VIII, RII/l' 51 (5).

13. l.'•.gl'ut Need to Inn-stigutc the Process of Digital (Broadcast) Switch Over now Slated for .luue
2oi7
Motion made and Question l~rojJo.\·ed:

The House:

NOTes that for the second time. Nigeria has failed to meet the deadline fur Digital Switch Over (DSO)
from analogue transmission to digital terrestrial transmission:

Awor(' that the Nati()nal Broadcasting Commission (N BC) the regulator of broadcast ing in Nigcria
is saddled with the responsibility 1U comply with this policy of the International Telcconunuuications
Union (iTU), which Nigeria is a member:

Worrietilhat despite the NBC being advised by the digual tcam to issue one (I) Signal Distribution
Licence to a strong and reliable technical company. it went ahead and issued three (3) independent
licences. thereby causing confusion in the market:

Also worried that the failure 10 consider telecommunications companies that have the needed critical
infrastructure like fibrcoptic network as key stakeholders in the process uf issuance uf DSO made
[he proposed solution to look inefficient and wasteful. considering the number of satellite dishes
scattered in Jos, Plateau State where the pilot scheme was launched by the Ministry of lnformation
and Culture:

Cognizatu that the driver of DSO process would have allowed content providers to include the
Graphic User Interface (GUl) solution but this was separated and givcn to a relatively unknown
foreign outfit with little or no technical knowhow 1U solely handle. and it was given the responsibility
of providing GUI for over 25 million homes and offices. leaving the entire data that could also be
used for other purposes like security and commercials. in the hands of a foreign company;

Observes with dismay the fact thatthe Government has paid billions of Naira 10 private companies
10 import Set-Top Boxes and Graphic User Interface (GUI) for over 20 million viewers in Nigeria;
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Also observes that tile harvested bandwidth frequency spectrum freed up in the process of
digitalization was sold to MTN without recourse to due process, thereby increasing the chances of
creating a 1l111110polyill the broadcasting Industry:

Concerned that with tile J unc 2() 17 date for the switch over being just 12 months from now, Nigeria
will he required to procure over 2U million units of Set-Top Boxes from China. hence the urgent need
(or the Standard Organization of Nigeria (SON) to be alive to its mandate of ascertaining the quality
of the boxes that will be sold to Nigerians to ensure that they meet the minimum standard required
and arc also cost effective:

Resolves (.0:

Constitute an lid 110(' Commiucc to carry out the following actions and report back to the House
within 8 weeks:

(i) invite all Siakeholdcrs involved in the DSO programme with a view to ensuring that the
proCl'SS will meet .the deadline, ensure quality and cost effective servicesto Nigerians:

(ii) investigate the sale of the harvested Bandwidth to MTN, and the concession of thcGl.l I value
added services to lnvicw Tech Ltd of United Kingdom: and

(iii) ascertain whether the Aggrcgutors that were paid billions of Naira to supply over 20 million
Sci-Top Boxes are capable of meeting the deadline (1/011. Chris /:'/11£'1\(/ 1I;II!Jogu-Nnell'i
North sOlllhl/:'kll'lIsigo Federal Constituency).

Dehate .

Question agreed 10.

ThL' II ousc:

Noted that for the second time. N igeria has failed to meet the deadline for Digital Switch Over (DSO)
from analogue transmission to digital terrestrial transmission:

/111'01'1' that the National Broadcasting Commission (N BC) the regulator of broadcasting ill N igcria
is saddled with the rcspousibiluy to comply with this policy of the Imcrnational Telecommunications
Union (llU). which Nigeria is a member:

Worried that despite the NBC being advised by the digital tea III to issue one (l) Signal Distribution
Licence to a strong and reliable technical company, it went ahead anti issued three (3) independent
licences, thereby causing confusion in the market:

Also worried that the failure to consider telecommunications companies that have the needed critical
infrastructure like Iibrcoptic network as key stakeholders in the process of issuance of DSO made
the proposed solution to look inefficient and wasteful, considering the number of satellite dishes
scattered in Jos. Plateau State where the pilot scheme was launched by the Ministry of Information
and Culture:

Cognizant that the driver of DSO process would have allowed content providers to include the
Graphic User Interface (GUI) solution but this was separated and given to a relatively unknown
foreign outfit with little or no technical knowhow to solely handle, and it was given the responsibility
of providing G UI for over 25 million homesand offices, leaving the entire data that could also be
used for other purposes like security and commercials, in the hands of a foreign company:

Observed with dismay the fact that the Government has paid billions of Naira to private companies
to import Set-Top Boxes and Graphic lJ scr Interface (G U I) for over 20 million v icwers in Nigeria:
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Also observed that till: harvested bandwidth frequency spectrum freed up in the proccs« of
digitalization was sold to MTN without recourse to due process. thereby increasing the chances of
creating a monopoly in the broadcasting Industry:

Concerner! that with the June 2017 date for the switch over being just 12 months from now, Nigeria
will he required to procure over 20 million units of Set-Top Boxes from China. hence the urgcui nccd
for the Standard Organization of Nigeria (SON) to be alive to its mandate of ascertaining the quality
of the boxes that will be sold to Nigerians to ensure that they meet the minimum standard required
and are also cost effective:

Resoh'ed 10:

Constitute an Ad-hoc Committee to carry out the following actions and report back to the House
within 8 weeks:

(i) invite all Stakeholders involved in the DSO programme with a view to ensuring that the
process will meet the deadline. ensure quality and cost effective services to Nigerians:

(ii) investigate the sale of the harvested Bandwidth to MTN. and the concession of the G U I value
added services to Inview Tech Ltd of United Kingdom: and

(iii) ascertain whether the !\ggregaLOrs that were paid billions of Naira to supply over 20 million
Set-Top Boxes are capable of meeting the deadline (HR. 24/2016)

14. Call on the :\ationalldcntit)' Management Commissinn (:\IMC) to Maintain and Continuously
Update a Comprehensive Database of :\igcl"il:lns
Motion made and Question proposed:

The House:

Notes that since Nigeria's independence in I<J60. the country has not been able to conduct a reliable
and acceptable census exercise and as -a result. it haxnoi been able to have all accurate and
centralised database to guide national planning:

Also notes that knowledge of the exact population and demographics of a country is cardinal to
national planning as it \ViII facilitate equitable redistrihution of national wealth and also the spread
of development:

:1\1'(/r(' or the data captured by various agencies like the Federal Road Sakty Corps. the lndcpcndcru
\iatiollal l.Icctoral Conunissiou. the Nigerian Conunuuications Couuuission through the
lelec(lllllllUlllcLltiollS companies and very recently. Commercia: Banks through the Bank Verification
Number (BVN) initiative. yet these data arc not centralized and none of these agencies can rely on
the other to get accurate information on Nigerians:

Also aware that the data captured hy these agencies are limited to their areas of" operation to the
exclusion of the larger population: and even the current regimes of National ldcutuy Cards. National
Drivers Licence and Permanent Voters Cards only cover persons wilt) are Ig years and above or
persons with interest in the agency's area of operation:

Observes that countries with centralized national database like the United States of America. United
Kingdom. Germany. China, Kenya and South A Irica have recorded growth and development.
minimal levels ofcorruption, high security surveillance effective inunigram control. social security
and welfare and efkctive tax systems:

Convinced 01 the need for a centralized database to capture Nigerians of all ages. gender. cthniciiv.
etc which will specifically identify all citizens and foreigners living in the country as this will aid the
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governmelll in statistical planning and realistic budgeting, security surveillance, social security and
wei fare, immigrants' control. fight against corruption and provision of infrastructure:

R«solves to:

(i) Urge the National Identity Management Commission (N IMC) to regularly update its
centralized national database to capture Nigerians of all ages, gender and cthnicity:

(ii) also urge the Federal Ministry of Interior to interface with relevant agencies like the Federal
Road Safety Corps (FRSC) and the Nigerian Immigration Service with specialized data to
integrate and share their data into the Central Database platform:

(iii) further urge the Independent National Electoral Commission (INEC), the Nigerian
Communications Commission (NCC) as well as the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) to ensure
that relevant agencies/companies under them comply by synergizing their data into the
Central Database platform; and

(i\') mandate the Committees on Interior, Population, Federal Road Safety Commission,
Telecommunications, Banking and Currency, and Electoral and Political Party Matters to
ensure compliance (11011. Omoregie Ogbeide··llwJl/o - Oredo Federal Constituencvi .

Debate.

Question agreed TO.

The House:

Noted that since Nigeria's independence in 1960, the country has not been able to conduct a reliable
and acceptable census exercise and as a result, it has not been able to have an accurate and
centralised database to guide national planning:

Also noted that knowledge of the exact population and demographics of a country is cardinal to
national planning as it will facilitate equitable redistribution of national wealth and also the spread

of developmcnt ;

Aware of the data captured by various agencies like the Federal Road Safety Corps. the Independent
National Electoral Commission, the Nigerian Communications Commission through the
telecommunications companies and very recently, Commercial Banks through the Bank Verification
Number (BVN) initiative, yet these data are not centralized and none of these agencies can rely on
the other to get accurate information on Nigerians;

Also aware that the data captured by these agencies are 'limited to their areas of operation to the
exclusion of the larger population: and even the current regimes of National Identity Cards. National
Drivers Licence and Permanent Voters Cards only cover persons who are 18 years and above or
persons with interest in the agency's area of operation:

Observed that countries with centralized national database like the United States of America. United
Kingdom. Germany. China, Kenya and South A frica have recorded gnlwth and development.
minimal levels of corruption, high security surveillance, effective immigrant control, social security

and welfare and effective tax systems;

Convinced of the need for a centralized database to capture Nigerians of all ages, gender. crhnicity,
etc. which will specifically identify all citizens and foreigners living in the country as this will aid
the government in statistical planning and realistic budgeting, security surveillance. social security
and welfare, immigrants' control, fight against corruption and provision of infrastructure;
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Resolved 10:

(I) Urgc the National Identity Management Counnission (NIMe) 10 rcgularlv update ils
centralized national database 10 capture Nigerians o l all ages. gendcr and cthuicity:

(ii) also urge the lcdcru: Minislry of lnicrior 10 interface with rclc , ;1I11agellcies like the lcdcrul
Road Safety Corps (FRSC) and the Nigerian Immigration Service with specialized data to
intcg ratc and share their data into the Ccutral Database platform:

(Iii! further urge the lndcpcudcnt National i.lcctor.r: C()}llillissiun (I".:IT). tile Nigcri.u:
Counnuuic.uions Connuisxion (NCC) as well as the Central Balik ot Nigeria (( 'BN )1(J ensure
that relevant agencies/companies under them comply b) sYllergulllg their data into the
Central Database platform: and

(i\') mandate the Committees on lutcrior. Population. Federal Road Sakty Conuuission.
Tclccnmmunicatinns, Banking and Currency. and l.lcctoral and Political Part) Maners to
ensure compliance (IIR. 25/2(16)

Motion referred to tlt« Connninees Oil Populcuiou, Interior, Fedcr«! Rood :';U/£,I\' Commission,
Teleconnnunirmions, Bonking IIlId Currcncv, and l-Irctora! cutd Political Partv Matters

15. :\eed to Ascertain the Proceeds of till' Treasury Singh: Account to Enhance Truuxparencv,
Accountabilitv and Good Governance:
Mottcnt nuid« OI/{l Question proposed:

The II ousc:

Notes that the Treasury Singic Account (TSA) is a financial policy hcing implemented by lhc Federal
Government to consolidau: all inflows from Minisuics Dcparuucrus and Agellcics (MDAs) into (JIIC
single account maintained by the Central Bank of Nigeria with the aim of ensuring uccountabilitv ut
govcnuncnt revenues. enhance transparency ami avoid misappropriation and misappiicauon otpublic
funds:

Also notes lilalthougil section 8() (I) of the I':)':)':) Constitution provides th.u "all revenues or other
moneys raised or received hy llic lcdcrauon inot bcillg rcvcuucs or Ullin IllUIIC) s p<l) able under tliix
Constitution or allY Act of the National Assembly into any other public fund of the Federation
established for a specific purpose) shall be paid into and form one Consolidated Revenue l-und of the
lcdcr.uion". successive govcnnucms continued to operate multiple accounts for the lodgment of
govcrument revenues in flagrunt disregard to the provision of the Constitution:

11\\'(//"(' that in 2() 12. the Federal CJO\'CrIll11Clll ran a pilot scheme for a singk account using 217
Ministries Departments and Agcucics as a case study. and tile SUCCL'SSof the scheme ruotivatcd the
present Govcmmcm to fully implement the TSA effective 15 September 2()IS. icadillg lo directives
10 banks to irnplcrncut the lccilllology pial form that will help acconuuodau- all M ()As in lile TSA
scheme:

/1/.1'0 awar« of the disclosurc by the l lon. Minister of Finance. Mrs Kcmi Adcosuu as contained ill
The Guardian Newspaper of 4 March. 2016 that from the execution of lheIS,\. a balance ol "2.':)
uillion has been accumulated Irun: the MDAs:

Cog/li-:,olll that the introducriou uf the TSA Ilas helped lo improve the ProCL'S\ (li cullccuon lit

rL'ICIlUCS and will engender prompt sculcmciu uf matured ~()\L'rIllllClll comuuuucntx which l1la~
eventually facilitau: project completion and SCr\ICC delivery Ull schedule:
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Worried that despite the laudable commiUllelll of the current administration to combat corrupt
practices. eliminate waste in public finance and ensure adequate fund now that will be channeled to
critical sectors of the economy to facilitate developrneI1l. some establishments arc still left out of the

['SA platform:

COllcemed that while section 80 (I) of the Constitution regarding maiI1lenance of Federation Account
provides a broad legal framework. it docs not address the operational details. and concerns have been
raised by the Revenue Mobilizatiou. Allocation and Fiscal Commission (RMAFC) about the possihle
sharing of TSA funds among the tiers of government:

Observes that while there is Ill) clear operational details as regards the management of the funds
accumulatcd in the TSA. the need for its urgent utilization to discharge governmcntal cOlllmitmcnts
for dcvclopmclll and good governance may be delayed 10 assess the anticipated impact of the policy:

/?cgrels that the objectives ofTS;\ to institutionali/e transparency. accountahility and fiscal disciplinc
in puhlic expenditure may be ncg.ucd if the plan for its utilization is not made public for purposes

of accoulltability and transparcncy:

(i) Commend the Federal Governmcnt for implemeI1ling the Treasury Single Account as a
strategic device to curb corruption and enhance accOUI1lahility in the management of public

cxpcnditurc.

(ii) set up an Ad /IOC Committee to liaise with the Central Bank of Nigeria and any other agency
()\ gml'rnmelll that has official role in the implemelltation of the TSA. to ascertain the·actual
amount realized so far. the government's plans on its spcnding and the various governmelll
agencies from which such funds were ohtained. including a comprehensive listo! ahandoncd
projects from which such funds accrued: and

(iii) urge the Federal Government to submit a cOlllpreht:nsive spending plan for the proceeds of
the ['SA to enhance the i louse Committees' prcparations for oversight over its management
illon. /ulann! Dali USI/WII Kainale - Madogo/iIMic/Ziku Federal Constitueniv).

AI11l'IHII1ll'llt Proposl'd:
Leave 0111all the words in Prayer (iii) (/ lou. Sinton Yakubu Arabo

Kauru Federal Constituencv)

Question I/WI 1/1('amendmetn I)e iuode > Agreed roo

Question Oil the Motion (IS (III/elided -' ;lgreed to.

Thc Iiouse:

Nored that the Treasury Single Account (TSA) is a financial policy being implemented by the Federal
Goverllme11l to consolidatc all inflows from Ministries. Departments and Agencies (M DAs) into one
single accouJ1l maintained by the Central Bank of Nigeria with the aim of ensuring accoumahility of
government revenues, enhance transparency and avoid misappropriation and misapplication ofpublic

funds:

A lso noted that though section 80 ( 1) of the 1999 Constitution prov ides that "all revenues or other
moneys raised or received by the Federation (not being revenues or other moneys payahle under this
Constitution or any Act of the National Assembly into any other public fund of the Federation
cstabl ishcd for a spec ifie purposc ) shall hc paid into and form one Consol idated Revenue Fund of the
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Federation", successive governments continued to operate multiple accounts for the lodgment of
government revenues in flagrant disregard to the provision of the Constitution:

Aware that in 2012. the Federal Government ran a pilot scheme for a single account using 217
Ministries. Departments and Agencies as a case study, and the success of the scheme motivated the
present Governrucru m fully implement the TSA effective 15 September, 2015. leading to directives
to hanks to implement the technology platform that will help accommodate all MDAs in the TSA
scheme:

Also aware of the disclosure by the lion. Minister of Finance, Mrs Kcrni Adcosun as contained in
The Guardian Newspaper of 4 March. 20 If>that from the execution of the TSA, a balance of '!2. 9
trillion has been accumulated from the MDAs:

Cognizant that the introduction of the TSA has helped to improve the process of collection of
revenues and will engender prompt settlement of matured government commitments which may
eventually facilitate project completion and service delivery on schedule:

Worried that despite the laudable commitment of the current administration to combat corrupt
practices. eliminate waste in public finance and ensure adequate fund flow that will he channeled to
critical sectors of the economy to facilitate development. some establishments are still left out of the
I'SA plat form:

Concerned that while section 80 (I) of the Constitution regarding l1laintenance of Federation Account
provides a broad legal framework. it does not address the operational details. and concerns have been
raised by the Revenue Mohilization, Allocation and Fiscal Commission (RMAFC) about the possible
sharing of TSA funds among the tiers of government;

Observed that while there is no clear operational details as regards the management of the funds
accumulated ill the TSA, the need for its urgent utilization to discharge governmental commitments
for development and good governance may he delayed to assess the anticipated impact of the policy:

Regretted that the objectives of TSA to institutionalize transparency. accountability and fiscal
discipline in public expenditure may be negated if the plan for its utilization is not made public for
purposes of accountability and transparency:

Resolved to:

(i) Commend the Federal Government for implementing the Treasury Single !\CCOUlll as a
strategic device to curb corruption and enhance accountability ill tile management of public
expenditure.

(ii) set up an Ad-/IO(' Committee to liaise with the Central Bank of Nigeria ami any other agency
of government that has official role in the implementation of the TSA. to ascertain the actual
amount realized so far. the government's plans on its spending and the various government
agencies from which such funds were obtained, including a comprehensive list of abandoned
projects from which such funds accrued (IIR. 26/2(16).

16. Adjournment
Film rile l lous« do adjourn rill Thursdav, 23 June, 2016 (If 11.00 ({.III. (/1011. Jibrit Untar BII!J({ "_
Deputy House Leader).

The House adjourned accordingly a: 2.2f> p.lII.

Yakubu Dogara
Speaker
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