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Tuesday, 28th March, 2017
1. The Senate met at 10:34 a.m. The Senate President read Prayers,
2. Closed Session:
Closed Session — 10:37 a.m.
Cpen Session — 12:18 p.m.
The Senate President reported that the Senate in a Closed Session deliberated on the various artacks
on the National Assemb 13 especially the Senate, for performing irs constitutional duties. The
Senate resolved to defend its imtegrity against the spread of outright falsehood, towards the
Instimnion of the Senate, and the National Assembly in general. These attacks will not intimidate
the Senate from carrving out its constirutional duties at ail times.
3. Ths Senate examined the Votes and Proceedings of Thursday, 23rd March, 2017
Chiestion was put and the Votes and Proceedings were approved,
<. Announcements:

fu) Submission of Reports on the 2017 Appropriation Bill:
The Senate President read a letter from Senator Mohammmed D. Goje (Gombe Central}
as follows:

THE SENATE
FEDERAIL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY COMPLEX
P. M. B 141, GARKI, ABUJA NIGERIA
28th March, 2017
His Excellency,
The President of the Senare,
Sen. Abubakar Bukola Saraki, CON,
Senate Chamber.
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Sen. Mohammed Dorijuma Gaoje
Chairman

VS

() 50!!2 Qirf}za'a}' Luf?cheozz/Boo ) Prwefz tation:

iation j“. is reschedul cJ ro close on Thursday.

THE SENATE
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA
Sen. George Thompson Sekibo
Chairman, Senate Commiittee on Fnterior

ANNQUNCEMENT
66" BIRTHDAY LENCHEON/BOOKS PRESENTATION

eguel roopy earier lerier to you, I wish o olce aga in invite vou
&5 Presemarion and Thanksgiving Se
i Rivers State.

]

L,,;z‘m be ‘:f'y at the enrrance 07‘ the uzamber;w

While expecting you io join nie at these events, please have ihie assurances

,,m

(Signed)
Senaror George Thompson Sekibo, JP, CO! "\7
AFP FNIM, F.nsr, GLT, FABS. FCE, FITFA, FNIOB,

Rivers Fast Senaiorial District.

Ci)

{c} Notification of Globe Nigeria Meeting:

The Senate President read a letter from Senator Bukar Abba Ibra
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THE §
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA
Sen. Bukar Abba [braiuim

Dear Distinguished Colieagues,

1¢ place on April 1, 2017 and Aprii Z.

00 T > S N
o oy 507 Birthday

of my sincere regards.

him (Yobe Easr) as
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ANNOUNCEMENT
NOTIFICATION OF GLOBE NIGERIA MEETING
Dear GLOEE Nigeria members.

his s 10 inform vou that there will be a general meeting scheduled 1o hold today, Tuesday, 28"

rch, 2017 at Senate Meering Room 107, National Assembly Complex, Abuja by 2pm prompi.

Members are encouraged 10 atiend.

(Signed)
Senator (Dr.) Bukar Abba Ibrahim, CON
G

.OBE Nigeria President

{a} Acknowledgment:

The Senate President acknowledged the presence of the following who were in the galiery
10 observe Senafe Proceedings:

D Staff and Students of Glorvland Baptist Academy, Garki, Abuja;

{in) Staff and Students of Abigail School. Asckoro, Abuja: and
) Staff and Students of Solid Foundation, Academy. Akweanga, Nasarawa State.

Petition:

ising cn Rule 41, Senator Dorald O. Alascadura (Ondo Central) drew the atiention of the Senate
to a petition from his constituents, Mr. Emmanuel O.Ojo and three (3) others, against the Nigerian
National Petroleum Corporation (INNPC) for non payment of their entitlements, after unlawful
rermination of their appoinumernt since 1997, He urged the Senate to look into the matter.

Peririon laid and accord mglx referred to the Commirntee on Eihics, Privileges and Public Petitions
[Rule 41(3}] ro report within two (2) weeks.

Privileges:

Rising on Rules 14 and 13, Senator Barau 1. Jibrin (Karno North) drew the attention of the Senate
o the Daily Trust Publication of TLwLaV 28“ March, 2017 on an alleged mmomd'mg of thirteen
{13y smuggled Hilux vans and a Land Cruiser Jeep in his house in Kano, He informed the Senate
that the publication is maliciocus, untrue a’fld damaging, aimed at destroying his image which
impugned on his privilege as a Senator of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. He urged the Senate 1o
look into the matter.

Newspaper Publication [aid and accordingly referred to the Committee on Ethics, Privileges and
Public Petitions to report within two (2) weeks.

Matter of Urgent Public Importance:

Rising on Rules 42 and 52, Senator Emmanuel 1. Paulker (Bayelsa Central) drew the attention of
the Senate to the untold hardship of pensioners occasioned bv Federal Government failure to
contribute its statutory share of 5% to the Pension Redemption Fund. He sought and obtained the
leave of the Senate to present the matter forthwith:

The Senate:

notes with serious concern the untold hardship of our retired senior citizens occasione
nonpayvment of their pension arrears since 2015

[N
o
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i of the Pe’mow Reform Act No. 4 2014 provides
! [lestablish, invest and manage Fund 1o be knowr as the Federal
1eni Reiirement 5”7?8['2‘ 5021 Redempiion Fund (in Inis ACt referred 10 as the Kedemprion
/) /"‘ The Federal Government shall pay inio the Rederinrion Fund an amount noi less than 5%
of the rotal monthiv wage bill pavabie 1o emplovees in ile public service,

~ ~

aware thet Section 40 of the same Act states that Gover

Rerirement Benefits Fund shall be charged on the Consolidate

1

deral Government

concerned that pensioners unde

have not been paid their pensions failure ¢

statutory share of 5% o the Pension Reae’npmov F : wi»th the Pensmn Reform Act, 2004

gmouning to & wotal sum of ®285,946.665.881.06 (Two hundred and Eighty Five Billion. Nine

Hundrad and Forty-Six million, Six Hundred and Sixry-Nine Thousand, Eight Hund

Eightv-One Naira) only

aware that 50 Billien Naira was appropriated for in 2015 1o upset part of the Peasion arrears but

orlyv a palury sum of 18 billicn Naira was releasec;

concerned also that pensioners under the Defined Benefit Scheme (DBS) which include the Police
$ . Nigeria Immigration Service, Nigerian Prisons Servic

Pfsnsicms. the Nigerian Custom Ser\’ic
TR N .1 \

e
and other parastaial vet to be paid their 33 % accrued arrears amouniing to about

7
o

H
8]

worried that the delay in payment of pension arrears has put pensioners across the :o"fr:}* inavery
precarious situation where they w ad@ in penu*y, sickness, hopelessness and regret for serving
their fatherland diligently only to be abandored by the government upon retirement:

alsoworried that if urgent steps are not taken 1o pay the outstanding arrears within the current fisca
vear, the much applauded Contributory Pension Scheme may collapse, leading 1o umm;g" able
conseqguences tor the pensioners and the country as 2 whole; and

-

convinced that if the Federal Government could release bailout funds to pay outstanding workers
szlaries in the States. similar gesture should also be emploved for the pavment of pension arrears.
the direct primary responsibility of the Federzl Government.

N

which i

o

Accordingly resobves to:

urge the President of the Senate 0 "“im with Mr. Speaker. House of Representatives to intervene
in the current pension scheme financial challenges by providing a bailout fun to redesm zall Federal
Government pension indebtedness.

Proposed Resolution:
Quesrion. The

.3 oo

.

the Smar do urge the resident of the Senate to liaise with Mr. Speak, r, House
f Representatives 1o inervene in ent pension sc‘}er 1e | '"narm 1 challenges by providing a

5

Bauo,ut fund to redeem a"d Pedera’ Government pension mdebtedness — Agreed fo

Additional Proposed Resclution:

fnisert Additional Proposed R 'r"w as follows:

“That the Senate do urge th ral Government to release the 2016 Anprv riarien fund of
nsioners and subsequent appropriazim relating 1o payment "n peasioners” {Sengior Adamu M.

_/mem — Kebbi Cemrral).

wendment be made, pur and agreed 10.
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@) urge the President of the Senate 10 lzise with Mr. Speaker,
intervene in the current pension scheme financial challenges by providin
redesm all Federal Government pension indebtedness;

(if) urge the Federal Government to release the 2016 Appropriation fund of pensioners and

subsequent appropriation rela: Ag o pavment of pensioners (8. Res/117/02/17}.

Presentation of Bills:
(I National Orientation Agency Act (Amendment) Bill, 2017 (SB. 332} — Read the First
Time.

{ify Medcical and Dental Practitioners Act {Amendment) Bill, 2017 (§B. 25%5) — Read the First
T
Lime.

Nigerian Reinsurance Corporation (Amendment) Bill, 2017 (SB. 439) — Read the First
ime.

*1'[

.

@y Mandatory Haemoglobin-Genotype Test Bill, 2017 (SB. 414) — Read the First Time.

eport of Parliamentary visit of the President of the Senate:
Morion made: That the Senate do receive the Report of the Parliamentary visit of the President of
‘re Senate of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. Dr. Abubakar Bukola Saraki to Beriin. Germany
from &% - 10® March, 2017 (Senaror Monsurar J. A. Sunmonu — Ovo Central).

Question put and agreed 1o.
Report Laid.

Report of Parliamentary visit of the President of the Senate:

Mozion made. That the Senate do receive the Report of the Parliamentary visit o the President of
the Senate of the Federal kepdbhb of Nigeria, Dr. Abubakar Bukola Sarzid to Rabat and Dakhia,
Morocco from 16% - 189 March, 2017 (Senator Abdullahi Adamu — Nasarawa Wesr)

Quesrion put and agreed 10.
Report Laid.

Committee on Trade and Investment:

Report on the Consumer Protection Act (Repeal and Re-enactment) Bill, 2017 (SB. 257):
Motion made: That the Senate do receive the Report of the Committee on Trade and Investment on
the Consumer Protection Act (Repeal and Re-enactment) Bill, 2017 (Senaror Yusuf A. Yusuf —
Taraba Central)

Question put and agreed to.
Report Laid.

Executive Communication:

Confirmation of Nomination:

Motion made: That the Senate do consider the request of Mr. President. Commander-in-Chief o
the Armed Forces of the Federation, on the Confirmation of Nomination of the following persons
for appointmezt as Resident klectoral Commissioners for the Independent National Electoral
Commission:
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S/’ Nominee State of arigin Remarks
I ’rofesso Abia New Appointment
2. forahim A , Acdamewd INew ApDOITHIn
2 Alhaji Amrzac Makam Bauczhi Reappointment
4. ! ames. JITM Apam Benue New Appointment
5. ] elia Reappointment
0. Ebonyi New Appoinument
7. Enugu ‘\Pv» Appoinument
8. FCT Rezppointment:
9. Kaduza Reappoinmment
JUR brin w*cln m Zarews Kano I eappointmem
it D (Mrs.) Asmau Sami Maikudi Katsina
1Z. Dr. ‘\. fahmuda Isah Kebbi
13. Professor Samuel G. Egwu Kogi
4. Amb (Dr.) Rufus O. Akeju Lagos
i5. roTessor ‘\Lstapr'a Zubairu Niger ew :
16. l\g boke Muiin Olaleke Ogun ?\-e\x Ampom:‘;ﬁr‘
17. Sam Olugbadebo Olumekun. mnl Ondo Reuppoiniment
18, Abdulganiyvu Glavinka Raji Ovo New Ar“
19, Professor Riskuwa A. Shehu Sokoto New Ap
20. Barr. Kasim Gana Geidam Yobe Reappointment
2L Ahmad Bello Mahmud Zamiara New Appoinunent
22, Dr. Neniawe Goshwe Yilwatda Plateau New Appointment
RCH Umar fbrahin Taraba New Appoi
24. Mr. Emeka Ononamadu Joseph mo New Appoin
25, Gbo. O. Effanga Cfoss River New Appoi
26. Prof. Francis Chukwuemeka Ezeonu  Anambs New Apt
27. Dr. Brival O. Frankiand Bayelsa New App

(Depury 3.

Foei
2

ot

Debate:
Further considerarion of Request deferred 1o Tuesday, 11" April, 2017.

Conference Cormnittee:

Repart on the Nigerian Air Force Institute of Technology Bill, 2017 {SB.

18G):

Consideration of Keport deferred 1o another Legislative Day.

Committee on Ethics, Privileges and Public Petitions:

Reports of the Committee on Ethics, Privileges and Public Petitions in respect of:

a. Petition from Oluchukwu Ulasi, Esg. and Associate on hehalf of the family of Late Arerebo
Dressman against the Port-Harcourt Electricity Distribution Company (PHEDCO) for

alleged brutal killing of Arerebo Dressman by Officials of the Company;
b, Petitien from Cpl. Maxwell Bibakedom (rid) against the Nigerian Army over his
nom- mchsm*l in the Payroll of the Directorate of the Military Pensions Board after

c. PC’Z‘TIHOI’. Hv Lawright Associates against the Department of Parks and Recreation. Faderal

Cepital Territory Administration.

Consideration of Reports deferred ro another Legis
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15. Committee on Ethics, Privileges and Public Petitions:

i

1

6.

-y

Reports of the Committee on Ethics, Privileges and Public Petitions in respect o

a. Petition from Chinedu Obi Esg. on behzif of Tony Omnuora against the e N geria Customs
Service (NCS; and the Nigeria P s Authoritv (NPA) over Tony Opuorah's Missing

Conrainer at Tin-Can Island;

b. Petition from Cwosve Bosede Funmilela against the West African Examinarion Council
(WAEC) for Al‘egva non-isstance of be Senior Schooi Examination Certificate: an
c. Petition from Us man Umar against the Nigerian Army for allegad Wrongrul Dismissal

from the Army.
Consideration of Reports deferred to anorher Legislative Day.

Committee on Ethics, Privileges and Public Petitions:
Reports of the Commiitee on Ethics, aneges and Public Petitions in respect of:

a. Petition from Mr. Anthony Joe Ikpeme against First Bank of Nigeria Pic. for unlawful
Termination of his Appointment by the Bmh

b. Petition from Association of Federal Governm Do torate Degree Students in Russia

against the Federal Mmistry of Ed avatzczwi: ral Scholarship Board for delay and

non-payment of their Stipends;

c. Petition from Mr. Ndubuisi Nwosu against First Bank of Nigeria Ple. for alleged unlawtul
Termination of his Appointment by the Bank; md

d. Petition from PC Vembe Abraham against the Nigerian Police Force (NPF) for alleged

wrongful dismissal from the Service.
Consideration of Reports deferred to another Legislative Day.
Adjournment:

Motion made: That the Senate do now adjourn tll Wadnesday,
(Deputy Senate Leader).

, 2017 at 10:00 a.m.

Adjourned accordingly at 1:5% p.m.

Abubakar OGlubukola Saraki, CON
President,
Senate of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.
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