
8TH NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
THIRD SESSION
NO. 72 2077

THE SENATE
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS
Wednesday, 7th March, 2018

1. The Senate met at 10:45 a.m. The Senate President read Prayers.

2. Votesand Proceedings:
The Senate examined the Votes and Proceedings of Tuesday, 6th March, 2018.

Question was put and the Votes and Proceedings were approved.

3. Announcement:
Acknowledgment:
The Senate President acknowledged the presence of the following who were at the gallery to observe
Senate Proceedings:
(z) Staff and Students of Vinecare School, Gaduwa, Abuja;

(iz) Staff and Students of Joseph-Jorin International Schools, Kubwa, Abuja;

(iii) Staff and Students of Evangel First Global School, Kubwa, Abuja;

(iv) Staff and Students of Best International School, New Karu, Nasarawa State; and

(v) Staff and Students of Graceland School, Bwari, Abuja

4. Petition:
Rising on Rule 41, Senator Gershom O. H. Bassey (Cross River South) drew the attention of the
Senate to a petition from his constituent, CP Bassey Otu on behalf of eleven (11) Police Officers,
against the Nigeria Police, over unlawful termination of their appointments. He urged the Senate to
look into the matter.

Petition laid and accordingly referred to the Committee on Ethics, Privileges and Public Petitions
[Rule 41 (3)J to report within two (2) weeks.

5. Personal Explanation:
Rising on Rule 43, Senator Mustapha M. Sani (Niger South) drew the attention of the Senate to the
recent fire incident that occurred in the oldest market in Bida, Niger South Senatorial District; where
properties worth millions were lost. He urged the National Emergency Management Agency
(NEMA) to provide relief materials to the victims.

By leave of the Senate, the explanation was noted, and urgedfor a substantive Motion.

PRINTED BY NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PRESS, ABUJA



2078 Wednesday, 7th March, 2018 No. 72

6. Personal Explanation:
Rising on Rule 43, Senator Dino Melaye (Kogi West) drew the attention of the Senate to the
withholding of Assent by Mr. President, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of the
Federation, on the Nigerian Peace Corps (Establishment, etc.) Bill, 2017. He emphasised the
importance of the Bill to Nigerian Youth by providing adequate employment to them. He further stated
that the Corps would compliment other Security Agencies in the area of Security. He urged the Senate
to override Mr. President's Veto.

7. Matter of Urgent Public Importance:
Rising on Rules 42 and 52, Senator Ahmed S. Ogembe (Kogi Central) drew the attention of the Senate
to the increasing and alarming spate of political intimidation and violence in Kogi Central Senatorial
District of Kogi State. He sought and obtained the leave of the Senate to present the matter forthwith:

The Senate:

notes that the increasing and alarming spate of political intimidation and violence in Kogi Central
Senatorial District of Kogi State;

aware that on Saturday, 3rd March, 2018, the Empowerment Program I organized for my
Constituents at Afims Hotel, Oro Street, Lagos Highway, Okene was disrupted by hoodlums and
miscreants;

further aware that the Nigerian Police Area Commander, Okene, and the Divisional Police Officer
of Okene, Okehi and Adavi Local Government Areas are very much aware of the empowerment
programme and the political violence unleashed on beneficiaries and supporters gathered to witness
the event and did nothing;

worried that indeed, political violence, kidnappings, killings, assassinations of my Constituents and
Political Supporters in Kogi Central Senatorial District, Kogi State has become the order of the day
and the police has chosen to tum a blind eye;

further worried that I, as a Senator of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, cannot go to my Senatorial
District to carry out a peaceful empowerment program for my Constituents without being harassed
and intimidated;

deeply worried that, a lot of my Constituents and supporters were thoroughly beaten up, badly injured
and some of them kidnapped and later dumped in bushes and uncompleted buildings. Indeed, as I
speak, a lot of my Constituents are lying critically injured and traumatized in hospitals across Kogi
Central Senatorial District;

further aware and acknowledged that the Right to Peaceful Assembly and Association is one of the
Fundamental Rights contained in the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999, (as
amended) which is the Supreme Law of the Country;

troubled that the Nigeria Police Force Area Commander and the Divisional Police Officers of Okene,
Okehi and Adavi, which are Local Government Areas under Kogi Central Senatorial District, seem
to be under undue influence and strong control of the Local Government Area Administrators;

further troubled that this political intimidation and violence has seemingly increased because of the
2019 general elections which is less than a year away; and

seriously disturbed that if nothing is done to ensure that the Nigeria Police carries out their statutory
responsibilities as enshrined in constitution and their enabling act, there might be a complete
breakdown of law and order in Kogi Central Senatorial District and indeed the whole of Kogi State
in the up-coming 2019 general elections.
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Accordingly resolves to:
(1) condemn the act in its totality; and

(il) constitute anAd hoc Committee to investigate the circumstances that led to the destruction and
violence against the Empowerment Program of Senator Ahmed Salau Ogembe (Kogi Central
Senatorial District) and determine the involvement of the Nigeria Police, and to report within
two (2) weeks.

Debate:

Proposed Resolution (i):
Question: That the Senate do condemn the act in its totality - Agreed to.

Proposed Resolution (U):
Question: That the Senate do constitute anAd hoc Committee to investigate the circumstances that led
to the destruction and violence against the Empowerment Program of Senator Ahmed Salau Ogembe
(Kogi Central Senatorial District) and determine the involvement of the Nigeria Police, and to report
within two (2) weeks. - Agreed to.

Resolved:
(I) condemn the act in its totality; and

(il) constitute anAd hoc Committee to investigate the circumstances that led to the destruction and
violence against the Empowerment Program of Senator Ahmed Salau Ogembe (Kogi Central
Senatorial District) and determine the involvement of the Nigeria Police, and to report within
two (2) weeks. (S/Res/198/03/18).

8 Presentation of Bills:
(I) Flags and Coat of Arms Act CAP F31 LFN 2004 (Amendment) Bill, 2018 (SB. 565) - Read

the First Time.

(il) Administration of Criminal Justice Act 2015 (Amendment) Bill, 2018 (SB. 640) - Read the
First Time.

9. Committee on Judiciary, Human Rights and Legal Matters:
Report on the National Commission for Peace, Reconciliation and Mediation (Establishment, etc.)
Bill,2018:
Motion made: That the Senate do receive the Report of the Committee on Judiciary, Human Rights
and Legal Matters on the National Commission for Peace, Reconciliation and Mediation
(Establishment, etc.) Bill, 2018 (Senator David Umaru - Niger East).

Question put and agreed to.

Report Laid.

10. Conference Committee:
Report on the Nigerian Financial Intelligence Agency (Establishment, etc.) Bill, 2018 (SB. 535):
Motion made: That the Senate do consider the Report of the Conference Committee on Nigerian
Financial Intelligence Agency (Establishment, etc.) Bill, 2018 (Senator Chukwuka G. Utazi - Enugu
North).

Report presented.

Question put and agreed to.
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Report accordingly adopted.

11. Committee on Judiciary, Human Rights and Legal Matters:
Report on the Confirmation of Nomination of Hon. Ibrahim Rufai Imam:
Motion made: That the Senate do consider the Report of the Committee on Judiciary, Human Rights
and Legal Matters on the confmnation of nomination of Hon. Ibrahim Rufai Imam for appointment
as the Grand Kadi, Sharia Court of Appeal, FCT, Abuja (Senator David Umaru - Niger East).

Report presented.

Question put and agreed to.

Motion made: That the Senate do resolve into the Committee of the Whole to consider the Report
(Deputy Senate Leader).

Question put and agreed to.

(SENATE IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE)

Consideration of the Report of the Committee on Judiciary, Human Rights and Legal Matters on the
confmnation of the nomination of Hon. Ibrahim Rufai Imam for appointment as the Grand Kadi,
Sharia Court of Appeal, FCT, Abuja.

Nominee recommended for confirmationt
Hon. Ibrahim Rufai Imam Agreed to.

Chairman to report progress.

(SENATE IN PLENARy)

The Senate President reported that the Senate in the Committee of the Whole considered the Report
of the Committee on Judiciary, Human Rights and Legal Matters on the confmnation of nomination
of Hon. Ibrahim Rufai Imam for appointment as the Grand Kadi, Sharia Court of Appeal, FCT,
Abuja and approved the nomination.

Question: That the Senate do approve the Report of the Committee of the Whole - Resolved in the
Affirmative.

Confirmation of nomination:

Question:
"Will the Senate confmn the nomination of Hon. Ibrahim Rufai Imam for appointment as the Grand
Kadi, Sharia Court of Appeal, FCT, Abuja?" - Resolved in the Affirmative.

Nomination of Hon. Ibrahim Rufai Imam for appointment as the Grand Kadi, Sharia Court of Appeal,
FCr, Abuja accordingly confirmed.

12. Committee on Public Accounts:
Report on the Status of Compliance of Parastatals submission of Audited Accounts:
Motion made: That the Senate do consider the Report of the Committee on Public Accounts on the
Status of Compliance of Parastatals submission of Audited Accounts (Auditors Report) to the Office
of the Auditor-General for the Federation (Senator Matthew A. Urhoghide - Edo South).

Report presented.

Question put and agreed to.
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Debate:

Proposed Resolution (i):
Question: That defaulting Parastatals in arrears of submission of Audited Accounts should be
compelled to clear the arrears on or before May, 2018 - Agreed to.

Proposed Resolution (ii):
Question: That the Senate should withhold budgetary approvals for any Parastatal which fails to
comply by the May, 2018 deadline.

Amendment Proposed:
Immediately after the word "deadline" in line 2, insert the words "and has an arrears of over two
(2) years" (Senator Emmanuel!. Paulker - Bayelsa Central).

Question that the amendment be made, put and agreed to.

Proposed Resolution (iii):
Question: That the Office of the Auditor-General for the Federation should constantly update and
reconcile with Parastatals on their status of compliance - Agreed to.

Proposed Resolution (iv):
Question: The Office of the Auditor-General for the Federation should liaise with the Bureau for
Public Enterprises (BPE) and the Office of the Secretary to the Government of the Federation to
clarify status of privatized and merged/scrapped Parastatals - Agreed to.

Proposed Resolution (v):
Question: The Auditor-General's Office should be strengthened through the provision of adequate
budgetary allocations - Agreed to.

Proposed Resolution (vi):
Question: The Executive Arm of Government should promptly reconstitute Boards of Parastatals
when they are dissolved so as to enable them approve the appointment of external auditors - Agreed
to.

Resolved:
(0 That defaulting Parastatals in arrears of submission of Audited Accounts should be compelled

to clear the arrears on or before May, 2018;

(ii) That the Senate should withhold budgetary approvals for any Parastatal which fails to comply
by the May, 2018 deadline and has an arrears of over two (2) years;

(iii) That the Office of the Auditor-General for the Federation should constantly update and
reconcile with Parastatals on their status of compliance;

(iv) The Office of the Auditor-General for the Federation should liaise with the Bureau for Public
Enterprises (BPE) and the Office of the Secretary to the Government of the Federation to
clarify status of privatized and merged/scrapped Parastatals;

(v) The Auditor-General's Office should be strengthened through the provision of adequate
budgetary allocations; and

(vi) The Executive Arm of Government should promptly reconstitute Boards of Parastatals when
they are dissolved so as to enable them approve the appointment of external auditors
(S/Res/199/03/18) .
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13. National Youth Service Corps Act CAP N84 LFN 2004 (Amendment) Bill, 2018 (SB.556):
Motion made: That a Bill for an Act to amend the National Youth Service Corps Act CAP N 84 LFN
2004 and for Related Matters, 2018 (Senator Emmanuel Bwacha - Taraba South).

(Deputy Senate President in Chair)

Debate:

Question put and negatived.

14. Nigerian Building and Road Research Institute, (Establishment, etc.) Bill, 2018 (SB. 452):

Consideration of Bill deferred to another Legislative Day.

15. Federal Polytechnic Daura (Establishment, etc.) Bill, 2018 (SB.465):

Consideration of Bill deferred to another Legislative Day.

16. Federal Radio Corporation of Nigeria Act CAP F18 LFN 2004 (Amendment) Bill, 2018 (SB.517):

Consideration of Bill deferred to another Legislative Day.

17. NDIC Act CAP NI02 LFN 2004 (Repeal and Re-enactment) Bill, 2018 (SB.626):

Consideration of Bill deferred to another Legislative Day.

18. Nigeria Coast Guards (Establishment, etc.) Bill, 2018 (SB.579):

Consideration of Bill deferred to another Legislative Day.

19. Sheriffs and Civil Process Act CAP S56 LFN 2004 (Amendment) Bill, 2018 (SB.599):

Consideration of Bill deferred to another Legislative Day.

20. Special Funds Accounts Commission (Establishment, etc.) Bill, 2018 (SB. 34):

Consideration of Bill deferred to another Legislative Day.

21. Federal Capital Territory Act, CAP. F6, LFN 2004 (Amendment) Bill, 2018 (SB.93):

Consideration of Bill deferred to another Legislative Day.

22. Federal College of Education (Technical) Aghoro, Bayelsa State (Establishment, etc.) Bill, 2018
(SB.615):

Consideration of Bill deferred to another Legislative Day.

23. Nigeria Customs Service Pension Board (Establishment, etc.) Bill, 2018 (SB.538):

Consideration of Bill deferred to another Legislative Day.

24. Public Complaints Commission Act CAP P37 LFN 2004 (Amendment) Bill, 2018 (SB.580):

Consideration of Bill deferred to another Legislative Day.
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25. Adjournment:
Motion made: That the Senate do now adjourn till Thursday, 8th March, 2018 at 10:00 a.m. (Deputy
Senate Leader).

Adjourned accordingly at 2:00 p.m.

Abubakar Olubukola Saraki, CON
President,

Senate of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.
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